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The Scarlet Ibis
Reading

Comprehension
Packet Answers

Unlocking
the Depths
of James
Hurst’s
Classic
Short Story

For generations of
middle  and  high
school  students,
J ames  Hurs t ’ s
short  story  The
Scarlet  Ibis  has
s e r v e d  a s  a
p o w e r f u l

introduction  to
literary  analysis,
symbolism, and the
complexities  of
human  emotion.
T e a c h e r s
frequently assign a
r e a d i n g
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
p a c k e t  t o
accompany  the
story, and students
often  search  for
The  Scarlet  Ibis
R e a d i n g
Comprehension
Packet  Answers
t o  check  the i r



understanding  or
p r e p a r e  f o r
d i s c u s s i o n s .
However,  simply
copying  answers
misses  the  point.
The true value lies
in  understanding
why those answers
are  correct  and
how  the  story’s
layers  connect  to
its  central  themes
o f  pr ide ,  l ove ,
mortality,  and  the
natural world.

T h i s  a r t i c l e
p r o v i d e s  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e
guide to the story,
offering  detailed
a n a l y s i s  a n d
sample  responses
that  will  help  you
not  only  complete
your  packet  but
truly  grasp  the
n a r r a t i v e ’ s
enduring  power.
Whether you are a

student  seeking
clarity,  a  teacher
l o o k i n g  f o r
reference material,
o r  a  r e a d e r
revisiting the tale,
y o u  w i l l  f i n d
m e a n i n g f u l
insights here.

An
Overview of
The Scarlet
Ibis

First  published  in
1 9 6 0  i n  T h e
Atlantic  Monthly,
The  Scarlet  Ibis
i s  s e t  i n  t h e
American  South
during  the  early
20th  century.  The
story  is  narrated
by a man reflecting
on  his  childhood
a n d  h i s
relationship  with
h i s  y o u n g e r
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brother,  Doodle,
who was born with
severe  physical
disabilities.  The
nar ra to r ,  who
remains  unnamed,
i s  a s h a m e d  o f
having  a  brother
who  cannot  walk,
speak normally, or
keep up with other
boys.  Driven  by  a
mixture of love and
cruel pride, he sets
o u t  t o  t e a c h
Doodle  to  walk,
run,  swim,  and
b e h a v e  l i k e  a
“normal”  child.

The  story’s  title
refers  to  a  rare
scarlet  ibis  that
appears  in  the
family’s  yard after
a  s torm,  dy ing
from  exhaustion
and  injury.  This
bird  becomes  a
powerful  symbol
f o r  D o o d l e

himself—beautiful,
fragile,  and out of
place  in  a  world
t h a t  d e m a n d s
s t r e n g t h .  T h e
climax of the story
occurs  during  a
v io lent  s torm,
l e a d i n g  t o  a
d e v a s t a t i n g
conclusion  that
forces the narrator
to  confront  the
consequences  of
his  own  ambition.

Why
Reading
Comprehen
sion
Packets
Matter

A  r e a d i n g
comprehension
packet is designed
to  help  students
m o v e  b e y o n d



s u r f a c e - l e v e l
reading. Instead of
simply  following
the  plot,  students
a r e  a s k e d  t o
analyze  character
m o t i v a t i o n ,
s y m b o l i s m ,
foreshadowing ,
and theme.  When
you  look  for  The
S c a r l e t  I b i s
R e a d i n g
Comprehension
Packet  Answers,
you are essentially
seeking  guidance
on how to perform
t h i s  d e e p e r
analysis.

Common questions
in  such  packets
include  identifying
the  main  conflict,
expla in ing  the
significance of  the
ibis, and analyzing
the  narra tor ’ s
character  arc .
Answers  to  these

questions  require
evidence  from the
text, which is why
strong  responses
always  include
direct  quotations
o r  s p e c i f i c
r e f e r e n c e s  t o
scenes.

Key
Themes
and How to
Address
Them in
Your
Answers

The
Destructive
Nature of
Pride

Perhaps  the  most
central  theme  in
the story is  pride.
The  narrator ’s
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pride  motivates
h i m  t o  h e l p
Doodle, but it is a
selfish pride rooted
in  embarrassment.
H e  i s  l e s s
concerned  with
Doodle’s happiness
than with having a
brother  who  i s
“normal.”  When
a n s w e r i n g  a
question  about
pride,  you  should
point  out  that  the
narrator  admits
this  directly  near
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e
story.  A  strong
answer  for  your
packet might say:

Sample  answer:
“The  narrator’s
pr ide  i s  both  a
motivator  and  a
flaw.  He  teaches
Doodle  to  walk
b e c a u s e  h e  i s
ashamed of having
a  b r o t h e r  w h o

c a n n o t .  W h e n
Doodle  succeeds,
the  narra tor ’ s
r e w a r d  i s  n o t
Doodle’s  joy  but
his own relief from
s o c i a l
embarrassment .
This  pride  blinds
him  to  Doodle’s
physical limits and
ultimately leads to
tragedy.”

Love and
Cruelty

The  narrator ’s
feelings  toward
Doodle  are  deeply
conf l i c ted .  He
loves  his  brother,
b u t  h e  i s  a l s o
cruel.  He  pushes
Doodle  beyond
safe  l imits  and
leaves him alone in
t h e  s t o r m .  A
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
question  might
ask ,  “Does  the



narrator truly love
Doodle?”  A  good
a n s w e r
acknowledges  the
complexity:

Sample  answer:
“The narrator loves
Doodle,  but  his
love  is  conditional
a n d  o f t e n
overshadowed  by
h i s  p r i d e .  H e
enjoys  Doodle’s
c o m p a n y  b u t
r e s e n t s  h o w
D o o d l e ’ s
disabilities  affect
his own social life.
His  cruelty  stems
not  from  hatred
b u t  f r o m
frustration  and
selfishness,  which
makes his love feel
incomplete.”

Mortality and
the Fragility of

Life

F r o m  t h e  v e r y
b e g i n n i n g ,
Doodle’s survival is
uncertain.  He  is
not  expected  to
live  past  infancy.
The  scarlet  ibis,
which  dies  after
being  blown  off
course by a storm,
mirrors  Doodle’s
own  fragility.  A
packet  may  ask
you to explain how
the  ibis  relates  to
D o o d l e .  Y o u r
answer  should  go
beyond  a  simple
comparison:

Sample  answer:
“The scarlet ibis is
a direct symbol for
Doodle.  Both  are
beautiful,  delicate,
and  out  of  place.
The ibis travels far
from  its  natural
habitat and dies of
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exhaustion, just as
Doodle  is  pushed
b e y o n d  h i s
physical  limits  by
the  narrator.  The
n a r r a t o r  e v e n
notes that Doodle’s
neck  is  limp  like
the bird’s,  making
t h e  p a r a l l e l
explicit.”

Characters
and Their
Significanc
e

The Narrator
(Brother)

The  narrator  is  a
complex character.
H e  i s  b o t h
protect ive  and
abusive, loving and
cruel.  His  actions
drive the plot, and
his guilt shapes the
story’s  reflective

t o n e .  W h e n
a n s w e r i n g
questions  about
the narrator, focus
on  his  internal
conflict.  He  wants
D o o d l e  t o  b e
strong, but he also
r e s e n t s  t h e
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y
Doodle represents.
The tragedy at the
end  i s  a  d i rec t
r e s u l t  o f  h i s
inability  to  accept
Doodle as he is.

Doodle

Doodle’s real name
i s  W i l l i a m
Armstrong, but the
nickname “Doodle”
s u g g e s t s
something  small,
s i l l y ,  o r
insignificant.  Yet
Doodle is far from
insignificant. He is
t h o u g h t f u l ,
imaginative,  and



deeply attached to
his  brother.  He
wants to please the
narrator and often
pushes  himself
beyond  his  limits
to earn approval. A
c o m p r e h e n s i o n
question might ask
about Doodle’s role
as  a  character.  A
thorough  answer
should  note  that
Doodle  represents
innocence  and
vulnerability,  and
his  death  exposes
the  narra tor ’ s
moral  failure.

Aunt Nicey

Though  a  minor
character,  Aunt
Nicey  appears
b r i e f l y  b u t
significantly.  She
is the only one who
treats Doodle with
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
k i n d n e s s  a n d

respect.  She  says
that  Doodle  might
live  because he is
“a  cau l  ch i ld ,”
meaning  he  was
born  with  a  piece
of the amniotic sac
still  covering  his
h e a d ,  w h i c h
f o l k l o r e  s a y s
grants  spec ia l
protection.  She
also  remarks  that
the dead ibis is “a
bird of  a  different
color,”  hinting  at
i t s  s y m b o l i c
meaning.  Your
answers about her
role  should  point
o u t  t h a t  s h e
r e p r e s e n t s
compassion  and
intuition,  qualities
the  narrator  lacks.

Symbolism
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in The
Scarlet Ibis

The Scarlet
Ibis Itself

The ibis is the most
important  symbol
in the story. It is a
tropical  bird,  far
from home, just as
Doodle  is  a  child
whose body is not
s u i t e d  f o r  t h e
harsh  world  he
inhabits. The bird’s
death foreshadows
D o o d l e ’ s  o w n
death.  When  the
narrator buries the
i b i s ,  h e
u n k n o w i n g l y
buries a symbol of
his brother’s fate.

The Storm

The  storm  that
rages at the story’s
end is  both literal

and  symbolic.  It
represents  the
emotional  storm
inside the narrator,
who  is  frustrated
by  Doodle’s  slow
progress  and  his
own  f a i l u re  t o
teach Doodle to be
“norma l . ”  The
storm also creates
the  set t ing  for
Doodle’s  death,  as
the  narrator  runs
ahead  and  leaves
Doodle  behind  in
the  rain.

The
Grindstone

The  grindstone
appears only at the
very  beginning  of
the  story,  in  the
framing  device  of
the  older  narrator
remembering  the
p a s t .  I t  i s
associated  with
sharpening  tools,



b u t  h e r e  i t  i s
rusted and unused.
Symbolically,  the
g r i n d s t o n e
represents memory
and the passage of
t i m e .  T h e
n a r r a t o r ’ s
m e m o r i e s  a r e
painful,  and  the
g r i n d s t o n e
suggests  that  his
guilt  continues  to
grind away at him,
even years later.

Colors: Red
and Scarlet

T h e  c o l o r  r e d
a p p e a r s
repeatedly: the ibis
is scarlet, Doodle’s
blood  stains  the
ground,  and  the
narrator  f inds
Dood le ’ s  body
b e n e a t h  a  r e d
nightshade  bush.
Red is the color of
l i fe  and  also  of

death.  When  you
see  a  ques t ion
a b o u t  c o l o r
symbolism,  you
can  explain  that
the repeated use of
red emphasizes the
c o n n e c t i o n
between  Doodle
and  the  ibis  and
re in forces  the
theme of mortality.

Common
Questions
Found in
Packets
and How to
Answer
Them

What is the
main conflict
in The Scarlet
Ibis?

The  main  conflict
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is  internal.  The
narrator  struggles
with his own pride
and  his  love  for
Doodle.  He  wants
to help Doodle, but
his motivations are
s e l f i s h .  T h i s
internal  conflict
l e a d s  t o  t h e
external tragedy of
Doodle’s death.

How does the
setting affect
the story?

The story is set in
r u r a l  N o r t h
Carolina  during
the  early  1900s.
T h e  n a t u r a l
environment  is
both beautiful  and
harsh. The swamp,
the pine trees, and
t h e  s t o r m s  a l l
contribute  to  the
mood.  The  setting
also  isolates  the
family,  making

D o o d l e ’ s
disabilities  more
noticeable and the
narrator’s  shame
more  acute.

What does
Doodle’s death
teach the
narrator?

T h e  n a r r a t o r
learns  that  h is
pride  has  caused
irreparable  harm.
He realizes too late
t h a t  p u s h i n g
Doodle  toward
“normalcy” was an
act of  cruelty,  not
love. The final line
of the story, “I did
not know then that
p r i d e  i s  a
wonderful,  terrible
thing,  and  that  it
bears  two  faces,”
shows  that  the
n a r r a t o r  n o w
understands  the



dual  nature of  his
pride.

Why does the
narrator cry at
the end?

The narrator  cries
not  only  because
Doodle is dead, but
because  he  knows
he  is  responsible.
His  tears  are  for
D o o d l e ,  f o r
himself,  and  for
the  tragedy  that
could  have  been
avoided  if  he  had
b e e n  m o r e
accepting and less
driven by pride.

Tips for
Completing
Your
Reading

Comprehen
sion Packet

Always cite
the text.
Even when
you
summarize,
reference
specific
scenes or
lines. This
proves you
read
carefully.
Use
complete
sentences.
Packet
answers
should be
written in
formal, clear
English
unless your
teacher
requests
short
answers.
Connect



The Scarlet Ibis Reading
Comprehension Packet Answers

Downloaded from
tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Santos &

Jamiya • Wisdom is the reward for listening. •
Page 13

ideas. Don’t
just answer
each question
in isolation.
Show how the
symbolism
connects to
the theme, or
how a
character’s
actions reveal
their
motivation.
Don’t copy
online
answers. Use
resources like
this article to
understand
the material,
then write
your own
answers in
your own
words.
Plagiarism is
easy to detect
and defeats
the purpose
of learning.
Consider the

narrator’s
point of
view.
Remember
that the
narrator is
telling the
story years
after the
events. His
guilt colors
every
memory. A
strong
answer will
acknowledge
this
retrospective
lens.

Sample
Comprehen
sion Packet
Answers

Below  are  a  few
sample answers to
common  packet
quest ions.  Use



these as models for
y o u r  o w n
responses.

Question:  What
role  does  nature
play in the story?

Answer: Nature is
both a setting and
a  symbol  in  The
Scarlet  Ibis.  The
b e a u t i f u l  b u t
dangerous  swamp
r e f l e c t s  t h e
n a r r a t o r ’ s
conflicting feelings
toward  Doodle.
S t o r m s  a n d
extreme heat mark
key  moments  in
t h e  p l o t .  T h e
a r r i v a l  o f  t h e
scarlet ibis after a
storm  introduces
the central symbol
of  fragil ity  and
beauty.  Nature,  in
t h i s  s t o r y ,  i s
i n d i f f e r e n t  t o
human suffering. It

does not intervene
to  save  Doodle,
and it provides the
backdrop  for  his
death.

Q u e s t i o n :
E x p l a i n  h o w
Doodle’s physical
condition  affects
the  way  other
characters  treat
him.

Answer:  Doodle’s
disabilities  make
him  the  target  of
b o t h  p i t y  a n d
c r u e l t y .  T h e
n a r r a t o r  i s
ashamed  of  him
and  only  begins
spending time with
Doodle  after  their
mother encourages
it.  The  doctor  is
pessimistic  about
Doodle’s  chances
of  ever  walking.
Even the narrator’s
f a t h e r  d o u b t s
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Doodle’s  potential.
Only  Aunt  Nicey
s h o w s  h i m
u n c o n d i t i o n a l
kindness. Doodle is
treated  as  fragile

and limited, which
shapes  his  self-
perception.  He
tries hard to meet
the  narra tor ’ s
standards


