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Where Is Tenerife
On A Map

Introduction: Pinpointing
the Pearl of the Atlantic

If you have ever wondered where is Tenerife on
a  map,  you  are  not  alone.  This  sun-drenched
island, famous for its volcanic landscapes, golden
beaches,  and  vibrant  nightlife,  is  often  a  blank
spot for many travelers until they check a globe.
Tenerife is the largest of the seven main Canary
Islands, an archipelago that belongs to Spain but
lies far from the European mainland. To locate it
quickly, look for the northwest coast of Africa, then
move a bit west into the Atlantic Ocean. That is
where  you  will  find  Tenerife  hovering  around  28
degrees  north  latitude  and  16  degrees  west
longitude. Its strategic position makes it a unique
hybrid:  geographically  African,  politically
European,  and  culturally  a  blend  of  both.
Understanding exactly  where Tenerife  sits  helps
travelers  plan  flights,  anticipate  climate,  and
appreciate  the  island’s  natural  wonders.



For many, the question “Where is Tenerife on a
map?”  is  the  first  step  toward  a  dream  holiday.
The  answer  reveals  more  than  coordinates;  it
explains  why  the  island  enjoys  near-perfect
weather  year-round  and  why  it  has  become  a
prime destination for sun-seekers from Europe and
beyond. In this article, we will explore Tenerife’s
location in depth, from its relation to neighboring
landmasses to its internal geography. By the end,
you  wil l  be  able  to  point  to  Tenerife  with
confidence  and  understand  what  makes  its
placement  so  special.

Geographic Coordinates
and Global Context

When you examine a world map, Tenerife sits in
the Atlantic Ocean at approximately 28.2916° N
latitude and 16.6291° W longitude. This places it
squarely within the tropics, but just north of the
Tropic  of  Cancer,  which  contributes  to  its  mild
subtropical  climate.  The  island  is  roughly  300
kilometers  (about  186  miles)  off  the  coast  of
Morocco  and  Western  Sahara.  To  put  it  in
perspective, that is closer to Africa than it is to
mainland Spain. The distance from Tenerife to the
Spanish capital, Madrid, is around 1,700 kilometers
(1,056  miles),  while  the  journey  to  the  African
coast is a mere 300 kilometers. This proximity to
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Africa  influences  local  winds,  sea  temperatures,
and  even  the  flora  and  fauna.

Geologically, Tenerife is a volcanic island formed
by the Canary hotspot.  Its  highest point,  Mount
Teide, rises to 3,718 meters (12,198 feet) above
sea level, making it the highest peak in Spain and
the  third  tallest  volcanic  structure  in  the  world
when measured from the ocean floor. The island’s
location  along  the  African  Plate  creates  its
dramatic, mountainous terrain. When you scan a
map of the region, Tenerife is the largest and most
populous of the Canary Islands, followed by Gran
Canaria,  Fuerteventura,  Lanzarote,  La Palma,  La
Gomera, and El Hierro.

Why the Location Matters for
Travelers

Knowing where is Tenerife on a map  directly
impacts  travel  logistics.  For  instance,  flight  times
from London  to  Tenerife  are  about  four  hours,
while from New York you would need a connection
via Europe or North Africa. The island lies within
the same time zone as Western European Time
(UTC+0 in winter, UTC+1 in summer), which aligns
with  the  UK,  Ireland,  and  Portugal.  This
convenience  makes  it  an  attractive  short-haul
getaway  for  Europeans.  Additionally,  the  Gulf
Stream and trade winds moderate temperatures,



so while  the Sahara  bakes  only  a  few hundred
kilometers east, Tenerife enjoys average highs of
21°C in winter and 29°C in summer.

Regional Divisions: North
vs. South on the Map

If  you  look  more  closely  at  a  detailed  map  of
Tenerife, you will  notice a distinct split between
the northern and southern regions. The island is
roughly  triangular  in  shape,  with  the  massive
Teide volcano dominating the center. The north,
facing  the  Atlantic  trade  winds,  is  greener,
cloudier,  and more lush. The south, shielded by
the mountain, is drier, sunnier, and home to the
most popular tourist resorts such as Playa de las
Américas,  Los  Cristianos,  and Costa  Adeje.  This
north-south divide is visible even on a simple map:
the  northern  slope  shows  deep  green  patches,
while the southern coast is marked by arid browns
and sprawling urban developments.

Key Towns and Cities on the Map

Santa Cruz de Tenerife,  the capital,  lies  on the
northeastern  coast.  On a  map,  it  appears  as  a
sizable  port  city  nestled  between  the  Anaga
Mountains  and  the  Atlantic.  Just  southwest  of
Santa  Cruz,  you  will  find  San  Cristóbal  de  La



Where Is Tenerife On A Map

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Jordan
& Reeves • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a

single page. • Page 5

Laguna,  a  UNESCO  World  Heritage  site  with
colonial  architecture.  Moving  south,  the  map
shows  the  tour ist  corr idor  hugging  the
southwestern shoreline.  Meanwhile,  the northern
towns of  Puerto de la Cruz and La Orotava are
recognized  by  their  black  sand  beaches  and
historic  quarters.  Knowing  these  locations  helps
travelers decide which side of the island suits their
preferences.

How to Find Tenerife on
Different Types of Maps

Whether you use a physical atlas, Google Maps, or
a nautical chart, the same principles apply. Start
by  locating  Africa’s  northwest  bulge,  where
Morocco and Western Sahara meet the Atlantic.
Then look westward to a cluster of  islands that
form an arc. Tenerife is the central and largest of
these, easily identifiable by its roughly oval shape
with a pronounced bulge in the northwest. If you
use satellite view, the striking white cone of Mount
Teide stands out as a snow-capped peak, even in
summer. On political maps, Tenerife is colored as
part of Spain, often with a small inset showing its
relation to mainland Europe.



Using Online Mapping Tools

When you type “Where is Tenerife on a map”
into a search engine, most results will bring up a
zoomed-in  view  of  the  Canary  Islands.  Google
Maps drops a pin at Tenerife’s capital.  You can
toggle  between  terrain  and  satellite  views  to
appreciate the island’s volcanic ridges. For road
trip  planning,  the  TF-1  highway  runs  along  the
southern coast, while the TF-5 traverses the north.
The winding mountain roads connecting north to
south are also clearly marked. Understanding the
map layout helps you plan itineraries efficiently.

Neighboring Islands and
Their Positions

An essential part of answering where is Tenerife
on a map  involves understanding its neighbors.
Directly west lies La Gomera, separated by a 30-
kilometer channel. Slightly northwest is La Palma,
and farther west is El Hierro. To the east, Gran
Canaria  is  visible  on  a  clear  day,  about  80
kilometers  away.  The  easternmost  islands,
Fuerteventura  and  Lanzarote,  lie  closer  to  the
African coast. This archipelago forms the Canary
Islands,  each  with  its  own  distinct  character.
Thanks  to  regular  ferries  and  inter-island  flights,
Tenerife serves as a transportation hub, making it
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easy to island-hop. For example, you can take a
90-minute ferry from Los Cristianos to La Gomera,
which  is  often  called  “the  island  of  Colombus”
because of its historical associations.

Climate and Geographical
Influences

Tenerife’s location at the edge of the Sahara and
within  the  path  of  the  northeast  trade  winds
creates microclimates that are visible on any map.
The  northern  slopes  catch  moisture,  leading  to
cloud forests like the Anaga Rural Park. Southern
areas  remain  arid,  supporting  cactus-studded
landscapes.  The  map’s  contour  lines  show
dramatic elevation changes: from sea level to over
3,700 meters in just a few kilometers. This change
affects  temperature,  precipitation,  and  even  flora
zones. At the summit of Teide, you can experience
snow and frost,  while  beachgoers  on  the  coast
bask  in  25°C heat.  Such diversity  is  rare  for  a
single  island,  and  it  is  all  because  of  where
Tenerife sits on the globe.

Ocean Currents and Marine Life

Because  Tenerife  lies  at  the  confluence  of  the
Canary Current (a branch of the Gulf Stream) and
cooler  Atlantic  waters,  the  waters  around  the



island are rich in plankton. This attracts whales,
dolphins,  and  sea  turtles.  On  a  marine  map,
Tenerife is circled by deep submarine canyons that
funnel nutrients upward. Whale-watching tours are
especially  popular  off  the  southwestern  coast,
where resident pods of pilot whales and bottlenose
dolphins thrive. The island’s position also makes it
a  stopping  point  for  migratory  birds  crossing
between Europe and Africa.

Historical and Cultural
Significance of the
Location

The question “Where is Tenerife on a map” has
been asked for centuries. The ancient Guanches,
the  indigenous  people,  navigated  by  stars  and
currents.  When  Europeans  rediscovered  the
islands  in  the 14th  century,  Tenerife  became a
strategic  stopover  on  voyages  to  the  Americas.
Christopher Columbus stopped at La Gomera, just
next door, before his transatlantic journey. Later,
maps of the Atlantic trade routes placed Tenerife
as a necessary port  for  resupplying ships.  Even
today, the island’s location makes it a crossroads
for  flights  from  Europe,  Africa,  and  the  Americas.
The Santa Cruz harbor is one of the busiest in the
Atlantic for cruise ships.
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Practical Travel Tips Based
on Location

Now that you know where is Tenerife on a map,
here are practical tips for your visit:

Flight routes: Most European airlines fly
direct to Tenerife South Airport (TFS) near
tourist resorts, or Tenerife North Airport
(TFN) closer to the capital.
Time zone: Check local time to adjust for
daylight savings; Tenerife observes Western
European Time.
Driving side: As part of Spain, Tenerife
drives on the right. Road signs are in
Spanish, but maps are widely available.
Currency: Euro, as the Canary Islands are
part of Spain.
Best time to visit: Thanks to the location,
any time works, but spring and autumn offer
pleasant crowds.

Conclusion: A Place Where
Maps Come Alive

When someone asks “Where is Tenerife on a
map?”, you can now answer with confidence: it is
the  large  volcanic  island  off  the  coast  of  North



Africa, a tiny dot that holds immense natural and
cultural  wealth.  Its  coordinates  are  not  just
numbers;  they  explain  the  mild  climate,  the
dramatic topography, and the unique biodiversity.
Whether  you  are  planning  a  beach  holiday,  a
hiking  adventure,  or  a  cultural  exploration,
knowing Tenerife’s location on the map enriches
your understanding and appreciation. So next time
you pull up a world map, find Morocco, look west,
and  let  your  finger  trace  across  the  blue  Atlantic
until  it  lands  on  this  jewel.  That  is  Tenerife—a
place that truly bridges continents, climates, and
cultures.


