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Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart

The Enduring Power of a Worship Classic: Unpacking
the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart

In the landscape of modern Christian worship music, few songs have achieved the iconic
status  of  "Open  the  Eyes  of  My  Heart."  Originally  penned  by  Paul  Baloche  and
popularized by Michael W. Smith, this worship anthem has been sung in congregations,
small groups, and personal devotionals for decades. For many believers, the Lyrics To
Open The Eyes Of My Heart represent more than just words set to music; they are a
sincere prayer for spiritual perception and a deeper encounter with the divine. This
article explores the profound meaning behind the song, its biblical foundations, and its
lasting impact on worship culture. Whether you are a long-time worshipper or new to the
song, understanding its depth can transform a simple musical experience into a moment
of genuine spiritual connection.

The Story Behind the Song: From a Simple Prayer to a Global
Anthem

Paul Baloche wrote "Open the Eyes of My Heart" in the mid-1990s during a period of
personal reflection and worship. Inspired by a desire for a deeper revelation of God's
presence,  Baloche  reportedly  wrote  the  song  in  just  a  few  minutes,  capturing  a
spontaneous  prayer  that  resonated  with  his  own  spiritual  hunger.  The  song  first
appeared on his 1997 album "First Love," but it gained widespread recognition when
Michael W. Smith recorded it for his 2001 worship album "Worship." Smith's rendition
brought  the  Lyrics  To  Open  The  Eyes  Of  My  Heart  into  the  mainstream  of
contemporary Christian music, and it quickly became a staple in churches worldwide.
The simplicity of the melody combined with the heartfelt plea of the lyrics allowed the
song to transcend denominational lines, uniting believers in a common request: to see
God more clearly.

A Verse-by-Verse Exploration of the Lyrics

To fully appreciate the song, it helps to examine its lyrical structure. The Lyrics To
Open  The  Eyes  Of  My  Heart  are  deceptively  simple,  yet  they  carry  immense
theological weight. The song opens with a direct petition:

"Open the eyes of my heart, Lord
Open the eyes of my heart
I want to see You
I want to see You"

This repetition emphasizes a deep, almost desperate longing. The speaker is not asking
for physical sight but for spiritual illumination. It echoes the prayer of the psalmist who
cries out for God to open his eyes so he may see wonderful things from God's law (Psalm
119:18). The heart, in biblical terms, represents the core of a person—the seat of will,
emotion,  and  intellect.  To  have  the  "eyes  of  the  heart"  opened  is  to  receive  a
transformative revelation that changes how one perceives reality. The phrase "I want to
see You" moves beyond knowing about God to knowing God personally.

The chorus then shifts focus from the seeker to the object of the search:

"To see You high and lifted up
Shining in the light of Your glory
Pour out Your power and love
As we sing holy, holy, holy"

This section draws heavily from the prophet Isaiah's vision in Isaiah 6:1-3, where he sees
the Lord "high and lifted up" and hears the seraphim calling out "Holy, holy, holy." By
quoting  Isaiah's  vision,  the  Lyrics  To  Open  The  Eyes  Of  My  Heart  align  the
worshipper with a biblical encounter with God's majesty. The request to "pour out Your
power and love" bridges the transcendent holiness of God with His immanent grace. It is
a cry for divine presence to fill the worshipper, not just as a distant observation but as an
intimate experience.

The bridge of the song introduces a powerful declaration:

"Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
Holy, holy, holy
I want to see You"

By repeating "holy" three times, the song evokes the trisagion (thrice-holy) of the angelic
host in heaven. This repetition grounds the worshipper in the majesty and purity of God.
It reinforces the core message of the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart: the
ultimate purpose of spiritual sight is not merely to gain knowledge, but to behold God in
His holiness and respond in worship.

Biblical Foundations: Where Scripture Meets Song

The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart are saturated with Scripture. The primary
influence is the encounter of the prophet Isaiah in the temple. In Isaiah 6:1-8, Isaiah sees
the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted. The seraphim cover their faces and feet,
crying, "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." This



vision  catalyzed  Isaiah's  own  transformation  and  commissioning.  The  song  invites
worshippers into a similar moment of awe and surrender.

Another key scriptural foundation is the prayer of the Apostle Paul in Ephesians 1:17-19,
where he prays that the eyes of believers' hearts would be enlightened so they may know
the hope to which God has called them. This petition for spiritual wisdom and revelation
is the very essence of the song. The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart function as
a musical version of Paul's prayer, asking God to grant a deeper, Spirit-led understanding
of His nature and purposes.

Additionally, the song echoes the Beatitude from Matthew 5:8: "Blessed are the pure in
heart, for they will see God." The act of asking God to open the eyes of one's heart
implies a desire for purity and a readiness to encounter the Holy One. The song is not a
casual request but a serious spiritual discipline, aligning the singer with the biblical
tradition of those who yearned for God's manifest presence.

Why the Song Reshaped Modern Worship

The influence of  "Open the Eyes of  My Heart" on contemporary worship cannot be
overstated. It arrived at a time when worship music was transitioning from traditional
hymns to more personal, emotive expressions of faith. The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of
My Heart provided a template for intimate worship songs that are both scripturally rich
and accessible. Several factors contributed to its widespread adoption:

Simplicity and Repetition: The lyrics are easy to memorize, allowing
congregations to sing from the heart without distraction. This simplicity helps
worshippers focus on the message and the presence of God rather than on reading
lyrics.
Vertical Focus: Unlike many songs that focus on human experience or testimony,
this song is vertically oriented toward God. It is a direct address to the Lord,
making it a powerful tool for worship.
Theological Depth: Despite its simple structure, the song is packed with biblical
references and theological concepts, making it suitable for both personal devotion
and corporate worship.
Cross-Denominational Appeal: From charismatic evangelical churches to more
liturgical congregations, this song has crossed boundaries. Its focus on God's
holiness and the desire for revelation resonates across traditions.

The song also inspired countless covers, instrumental arrangements, and even children's
versions.  The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart  have  been translated into
numerous languages, further cementing its place as a global worship standard. It is often
sung during times of prayer, communion, or as a call to worship, preparing hearts to
encounter God.

The Role of Repetition in Spiritual Formation

One of the most notable features of the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart is their
use of repetition. Critics may argue that the song is too repetitive, but in the context of
worship, repetition serves a vital purpose. Repeating the phrase "I want to see You" or

"Holy,  holy,  holy"  helps  the  worshipper  move  from  surface-level  singing  to  deep
meditation. It slows down the mind and allows the spirit to catch up. This is a form of
lectio divina (sacred reading) applied to music. By praying the same simple request over
and over, the worshipper internalizes the desire, making it a genuine cry of the heart
rather than a rote recitation. The repetition in the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My
Heart is not redundancy; it is a rhythm of devotion.

How to Use the Song for Personal Devotion

While "Open the Eyes of My Heart" is powerful in a corporate setting, it  is equally
effective for personal use. Here are some ways to incorporate the Lyrics To Open The
Eyes Of My Heart into your own spiritual practice:

Pray the Lyrics: Use the song as a prayer. Read or sing the words slowly, pausing1.
after each phrase. Ask God to literally "open the eyes of your heart" as you go about
your day.
Meditate on Scripture: Pair the song with the passages that inspired it—Isaiah 6,2.
Ephesians 1, and Psalm 119. Read the scripture, then sing or listen to the song,
letting the music deepen your engagement with God's Word.
Journal Your Responses: After listening to the song, write down what you feel3.
God is showing you. What do you want to "see" in your life? Where are you longing
for revelation?
Use in Prayer Walks: Play the song on a walk or listen to a recording. Let the4.
melody and the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart guide your prayer focus.
Ask God to open your eyes to His presence in creation, in people you meet, and in
your circumstances.

By using the song intentionally, it moves from being a passive listening experience to an
active spiritual discipline.

The Prayer for Spiritual Sight in a Distracted World

In an age of constant noise, digital overload, and information fatigue, the prayer for
spiritual sight is more relevant than ever. We are surrounded by distractions that can
blind us to the reality of God's presence. The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart
serve as a counter-cultural declaration that our deepest need is not more information but
divine revelation. The song acknowledges that we cannot see God by our own effort or
intellect; we need Him to open our eyes. This posture of humility and dependence is the
heart of authentic worship. It recognizes that true seeing is a gift, not an achievement.
When a  congregation  or  an  individual  prays  these  words,  they  are  admitting  their
spiritual blindness and inviting God to restore their sight, not just for a moment, but as a
way of life.

The Legacy and Continued Relevance

Even after two decades, "Open the Eyes of My Heart" shows no signs of fading. New
generations continue to discover the song, and it  remains a fixture in many church
services. The reason for its longevity is simple: the Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My
Heart express a timeless and universal longing of the human soul. People of faith have
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always wanted to see God, to know Him intimately, and to behold His glory. This song
gives voice to that ancient prayer in a contemporary format. As worship music continues
to evolve, this classic will likely remain a touchstone, reminding us that the goal of all
worship is not performance but encounter. It calls us back to the essential posture of a
worshipper: a humble heart crying out, "I want to see You."

Conclusion

The Lyrics To Open The Eyes Of My Heart are far more than a simple worship song.
They are a profound biblical prayer set to melody, inviting believers into a deeper, more
intimate encounter with the living God. Rooted in the visions of Isaiah and the apostolic
prayers of Paul, the song transcends cultural and denominational boundaries, uniting
worshippers in a common plea for spiritual illumination. Whether sung in a megachurch,
a small home group, or whispered in a quiet moment of personal devotion, these lyrics
continue to inspire a generation to seek the face of God. The next time you sing or hear
this song, consider the weight of the words. Let the prayer become your own, and trust
that He who opens the eyes of the heart is faithful


