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Us Army Small Unit Tactics Handbook Tenth Anniversary
Edition

Introduction: A Decade of Tactical
Excellence

For a decade, one publication has stood as a defining resource for
military  professionals,  law  enforcement  operators,  and  serious
students of ground combat: the Us Army Small Unit Tactics
Handbook Tenth Anniversary Edition. This milestone release
is  more  than  just  an  updated  manual;  it  is  a  comprehensive
distillation  of  the  principles  that  govern  successful  small  unit
operations.  Whether you are a seasoned infantryman,  a cadet
preparing  for  the  field,  or  a  security  professional  seeking  to
understand  the  mechanics  of  squad-level  maneuvers,  this
handbook  serves  as  an  indispensable  guide.  The  Tenth
Anniversary Edition does not merely reprint old doctrine; it refines
it, incorporating lessons learned from over ten years of combat
operations,  training  evolutions,  and  feedback  from  the  very
soldiers who execute these tactics under pressure. In this article,
we will explore what makes this edition special, break down its
core content, and examine why it remains a vital tool for anyone
serious about tactical proficiency.

What is the US Army Small Unit Tactics
Handbook?

At  its  core,  the  US  Army  Small  Unit  Tactics  Handbook  is  a  field-
focused  reference  that  covers  the  fundamental  skills  and
procedures  required  to  lead  and  operate  within  a  small  unit,
typically a fire team or squad. Unlike larger doctrinal manuals that
focus on battalion or brigade-level operations, this handbook zeros
in on the gritty, immediate realities of close combat. It addresses
everything from individual movement techniques and buddy team
rushes to complex squad attacks and defensive positions.  The
Tenth Anniversary Edition builds on this foundation with updated
terminology,  revised  illustrations,  and  new  chapters  that  reflect
the  changing  nature  of  modern  warfare,  including  urban
operations  and  counter-insurgency  patrolling.

The  handbook  is  designed  to  be  used  in  the  field,  not  just  in  a
classroom. Its durable construction, clear diagrams, and concise
language make it a go-to resource for pre-mission rehearsals and
on-the-spot reference. Over the past ten years, it has become a



standard-issue item in many units and a recommended text for
military  science  programs  across  the  country.  The  Tenth
Anniversary Edition honors this legacy while pushing the content
forward.

The Evolution to the Tenth Anniversary Edition

What prompted a new edition after ten years? The answer lies in
the  continuous  evolution  of  tactical  doctrine.  The  original
handbook was a response to the need for a single,  accessible
source for small unit tactics that bridged the gap between official
Army Field Manuals and the practical, often unwritten, knowledge
passed down by experienced non-commissioned officers. Over the
last decade, feedback from thousands of users highlighted areas
for improvement. The Tenth Anniversary Edition addresses these
directly.  It  includes  updated  references  to  current  weapons
systems,  refined  call  for  fire  procedures,  and  expanded  sections
on medical  evacuation and tactical  combat casualty  care.  The
editors have also reorganized several chapters to improve logical
flow, making it easier to find information quickly under stress. This
is  not  a  cosmetic  update;  it  is  a  substantive  refinement  that
respects  the  original  while  enhancing  its  utility.

Core Principles of Small Unit Tactics

The  handbook  is  built  upon  a  foundation  of  enduring  tactical
principles.  Understanding  these  is  essential  before  diving  into
specific  techniques.  The  Tenth  Anniversary  Edition  emphasizes
five  key  areas:

Mission Command: The philosophy that empowers
subordinates to exercise initiative within the commander's
intent. Small unit leaders must understand the purpose of
their mission and be ready to adapt.
Fire and Movement: The fundamental tactical concept
where one element provides suppressive fire while another
moves to a position of advantage. This is the engine of small
unit maneuver.
Security: Constant vigilance through proper observation,
listening, and patrolling techniques. Security is not a
secondary task; it is everyone's primary responsibility.
Control: Maintaining unit cohesion and direction through
clear communication, standard operating procedures, and
disciplined execution.
Base of Fire: Establishing a stable firing position that can
support the maneuver element. The handbook details how
to select, occupy, and sustain a base of fire position.

These principles are not taught in isolation. They are woven into
every chapter, from the initial sections on individual skills to the
advanced chapters on ambushes and raids.

Detailed Breakdown of Key Tactical
Techniques

The Tenth Anniversary Edition shines in its detailed explanation of
essential  techniques.  Let  us  examine  several  critical  areas
covered in depth.



Us Army Small Unit Tactics Handbook Tenth Anniversary Edition

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Siena & Giovanna • Explore the unseen. • Page 3

Fire Team and Squad Formations

Formations  are  the  building  blocks  of  tactical  movement.  The
handbook provides  clear  guidance on  the  standard  formations
used  by  US  Army  small  units,  including  the  fire  team  wedge,
squad column,  and squad line.  Each formation is  discussed in
terms of its advantages, disadvantages, and best-use scenarios.
For example, the wedge offers excellent dispersion and all-around
security,  making it  the default  formation for  open terrain.  The
column, on the other hand, provides speed and ease of control but
is  vulnerable  to  flanking  fire.  The  updated  edition  includes  new
diagrams that show formations adapted for night operations and
close terrain, where visual contact is limited.

The  handbook  also  covers  transition  drills,  moving  from  one
formation  to  another  smoothly  without  losing  momentum  or
security. These drills are often overlooked in other manuals but
are critical for real-world operations where the terrain and threat
level are constantly changing.

Individual Movement Techniques

Before  a  squad  can  maneuver  effectively,  each  soldier  must
master individual movement. The handbook dedicates substantial
space to the three primary movement techniques: high crawl, low
crawl, and rush. The Tenth Anniversary Edition adds a section on
moving  under  direct  fire,  emphasizing  the  use  of  cover  and
concealment,  proper  weapons  handling  while  moving,  and the
importance  of  communication  during  the  movement.  It  also
introduces the "ready-up" position for moving through tall grass or

urban debris, a technique refined from recent combat experience.
The step-by-step instructions are clear enough for a new recruit to
follow,  yet  detailed  enough to  refine the  skills  of  an  experienced
operator.

Fire and Movement Drills

This is the heart of small unit tactics. The handbook breaks down
the  fire  and  movement  process  into  digestible  drills.  It  explains
how  a  fire  team  splits  into  an  alpha  and  bravo  team,  with  one
providing  suppressive  fire  while  the  other  bounds  forward.  The
Tenth Anniversary Edition includes a new chapter on bounding
overwatch  techniques  for  squads  operating  in  urban
environments, where lines of sight are short and threat locations
can  change  instantly.  It  also  covers  the  critical  role  of  the
automatic  rifleman in  establishing a  base of  fire,  including barrel
change  procedures,  ammunition  management,  and  target
selection. The emphasis is always on speed, shock, and accuracy.
The drills are designed to be rehearsed until they become second
nature, as hesitation in contact can be fatal.

Patrolling and Security

Patrolling is a core small unit mission, and the handbook covers it
comprehensively.  It  details  the  planning,  preparation,  and
execution of both combat and reconnaissance patrols. The Tenth
Anniversary  Edition  includes  updated  guidance  on  patrol  base
procedures, including how to establish a rotating security plan,
manage noise and light discipline, and handle administrative tasks
like  resupply  and  leader's  reconnaissance.  The  section  on



observation  posts  has  been  expanded  to  include  modern
techniques  for  using  unmanned  aerial  systems  (drones)  for
overwatch,  alongside traditional  ground-based observation.  The
handbook stresses that security is not just about looking outward;
it also involves internal security measures to prevent compromise
and maintain unit integrity.

Leadership and Decision-Making at the
Small Unit Level

Tactical proficiency alone is not enough. The handbook recognizes
that  effective  small  unit  tactics  depend on strong leadership  and
sound decision-making. The Tenth Anniversary Edition includes a
dedicated chapter on tactical leadership, covering topics such as:

The role of the squad leader as both a tactician and a
trainer.
How to conduct a rapid tactical decision-making process
under time constraints.
Communication techniques for maintaining command and
control in chaotic environments.
Building trust and cohesion within the fire team or squad.

The chapter also addresses the psychological aspects of combat
leadership, including managing stress, maintaining morale, and
making difficult ethical decisions in the heat of the moment. This
holistic approach sets the handbook apart from purely technical
manuals.  It  understands  that  tactics  are  executed  by  human
beings, and that leadership is the multiplier that turns a group of

individuals into a cohesive, effective unit.

Training Applications and Classroom
Use

The  US  Army Small  Unit  Tactics  Handbook  Tenth  Anniversary
Edition is not just for deployment. It is a powerful training tool.
Many  military  science  programs,  ROTC detachments,  and  drill
sergeant schools use it as a core textbook. Its modular structure
allows  instructors  to  select  specific  chapters  for  focused  lessons.
For  example,  a  training  day  on  squad  attacks  might  use  the
relevant chapter as a pre-read, followed by sand table exercises
and live-fire rehearsals. The handbook includes practical exercises
and discussion questions at the end of each chapter, making it
easy to integrate into a structured curriculum. It also serves as an
excellent reference for unit libraries and professional development
programs. The Tenth Anniversary Edition adds a new appendix
with sample training schedules and evaluation checklists, helping
leaders plan and assess their training more effectively.

Comparisons with Other Tactical
Manuals

While there are many excellent tactical manuals available, the US
Army  Small  Unit  Tactics  Handbook  occupies  a  unique  niche.
official  Army  Field  Manuals  like  FM  3-21.8  (The  Infantry  Rifle
Platoon  and  Squad)  are  authoritative  but  can  be  dense  and
focused on the platoon level. Commercial manuals often provide



Us Army Small Unit Tactics Handbook Tenth Anniversary Edition

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Siena & Giovanna • Explore the unseen. • Page 5

good information but may lack the doctrinal foundation and official
imprimatur that military units require. The handbook bridges this
gap.  It  is  concise  enough  to  be  used  in  the  field,  yet
comprehensive enough to serve as a primary reference. The Tenth
Anniversary  Edition  enhances  this  position  by  incorporating
feedback from real-world users, ensuring that it remains grounded
in practical experience. For anyone looking for a single, reliable,
and  portable  reference  on  small  unit  tactics,  this  handbook
remains the gold standard.

Why the Tenth Anniversary Edition
Matters Now

In an era of rapidly evolving warfare, from conventional threats to
hybrid  conflicts  and  urban  counter-insurgency,  the  fundamentals
of small unit tactics remain the bedrock of ground combat. The Us
Army  Small  Unit  Tactics  Handbook  Tenth  Anniversary
Edition ensures that these fundamentals are preserved, updated,
and  accessible.  It  honors  a  decade  of  service  to  the  tactical
community while looking forward to the challenges of the next
decade. Whether you are preparing for  deployment,  training a

new  generation  of  soldiers  and  officers,  or  simply  seeking  to
deepen  your  own  tactical  understanding,  this  handbook  is  an
investment in proficiency and readiness.

Conclusion: A Decade of Trust, A
Future of Excellence

The  US  Army Small  Unit  Tactics  Handbook  Tenth  Anniversary
Edition  is  more  than  a  book;  it  is  a  reflection  of  the  collective
experience and expertise of countless soldiers and leaders who
have operated at the sharp end of tactical operations. Its clear
explanations, practical drills, and emphasis on leadership make it
an essential resource for anyone serious about small unit tactics.
As the handbook enters its second decade, it continues to set the
standard  for  tactical  education  and  field  reference.  Whether  you
are leading a fire team through a complex urban environment or
teaching  a  class  on  fire  and  movement  fundamentals,  this
handbook belongs in your hands. Its content is original, easy to
read, and built for real-world application. Pick up a copy, study it,
rehearse its drills, and you will be better prepared for whatever
mission comes your way.


