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A Daily Dose of Absurdist Humor: The Argyle
Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar

For fans of clever, offbeat, and wildly imaginative comic strips, few names stand out quite
like Scott Hilburn’s The Argyle Sweater. This syndicated comic has earned a devoted
following by blending surreal animal puns, pop culture references, and delightfully nerdy
humor into single-panel masterpieces. In 2018, the comic reached even more homes and
offices with The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar, a tear-off desk calendar
that brought Hilburn’s signature wit to every morning of the year. Whether you're a long-
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time fan or a newcomer wondering what all the fuss is about, this article explores
everything you need to know about this beloved calendar—and why it remains a standout
among comic calendars.

Understanding the Charm of The Argyle Sweater Comic Strip

Before diving into the calendar itself, it helps to appreciate the source material. The
Argyle Sweater first appeared in 2008 and quickly became a staple in newspapers and
online comics sections. Scott Hilburn’s art style is clean, bright, and expressive, often
featuring anthropomorphic animals, historical figures, and everyday objects caught in
absurd scenarios. The humor relies heavily on wordplay, visual gags, and a playful twist on
familiar clichés. For instance, you might see a cow lamenting that it can’t find a “decent
pasture in this economy” or a time-traveling dinosaur struggling with modern technology.
This mixture of intellectual wit and silly humor appeals to a broad audience, from teens to
retirees.

The comic’s name itself is a nod to the argyle pattern—a classic, slightly old-fashioned
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design that mirrors the strip’s tendency to blend traditional comic panel layouts with
refreshingly unpredictable content. Hilburn’s work has been praised for its consistent
quality and its ability to deliver a smile without resorting to cynicism. This makes it an ideal
candidate for a daily calendar, where each page should offer a quick, uplifting laugh to
start or punctuate the day.

What Is The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day
Calendar?

The The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar is a tear-off desk calendar
published by Andrews McMeel Publishing, a leading name in comic and humor calendars.
Each day features a single panel from the comic strip, reproduced in full color on sturdy
paper. The calendar measures approximately 5.5 x 5.5 inches, making it compact enough
for a desk, countertop, or nightstand. The 2018 edition includes 365 daily pages (plus
weekends, though some calendars combine Saturday and Sunday on one page), all housed
in a convenient easel stand that folds flat for easy storage and display.
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Unlike wall calendars, day-to-day calendars are designed to be torn off each day, revealing
the next day’s strip. This ritual creates a sense of anticipation—you never know what wild
animal pun or historical joke awaits. The back of each page is blank, allowing you to use
the sheets as note paper, bookmarks, or even impromptu origami. For collectors, the
calendar also serves as a chronological repository of Hilburn’s work from that year, offering
a fun way to revisit favorite gags.

Key Features of the 2018 Edition

Full-color printing: Every panel is reproduced in vibrant color, preserving the
comic’s original visual appeal.

Durable easel backer: The sturdy cardboard stand holds the calendar upright and
can be set up quickly.

Tear-off perforation: Pages are cleanly perforated for easy removal without tearing
the artwork.

Holiday and seasonal content: The strips often reference holidays, seasons, or
current events, making the calendar feel timely even after the year ends.
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* No duplicate content: Each day’s comic is unique—no recycled strips from
previous collections.

The Unique Appeal of the Day-to-Day Format for
Comic Fans

Why choose a tear-off calendar over a traditional book or digital app? The answer lies in
the transformative power of routine. A day-to-day calendar becomes a small daily ritual. In
a world of endless notifications and screen time, physically turning a page to see a clever
comic can ground your morning. The Argyle Sweater humor is particularly well-suited to
this format because the strips are self-contained—you don’t need to follow a storyline.
Each gag delivers a complete punchline in one glance, making it perfect for busy mornings
when you only have a few seconds to laugh.

Moreover, the tactile experience of tearing off the page adds a sense of progress. You are
literally discarding yesterday to make room for today’s humor. Many users find this mildly
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satisfying, almost meditative. The small size also means it travels easily; you could set it
up at the office, in your home office, or even in the kitchen. The 2018 Day to Day
Calendar became a favorite gift for coworkers, friends, and family members who
appreciate smart humor. Its universal appeal—clean, non-offensive, yet clever—makes it
suitable for almost any recipient.

Highlights of The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to
Day Calendar

Every year’s calendar contains a curated selection of the best strips published in the
preceding months, but the 2018 edition is especially notable for its range. Hilburn’s humor
in 2018 touched on everything from artificial intelligence and space exploration (think
“What if astronauts had to file paperwork to leave Earth?”) to timeless animal puns like
“Why did the kangaroo quit the band? Because it was always jumping to conclusions.” The
calendar also included several strips featuring the comic’s recurring characters, such as
the perpetually confused caveman and the overly philosophical owl.
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One standout feature of the 2018 calendar is its inclusion of bonus strips on major
holidays. For instance, the Christmas week pages often show Santa dealing with modern
inconveniences (e.g., “Santa’s new sleigh runs on renewable energy, but now he has to
charge it for 12 hours before each flight”). These holiday-specific jokes add extra charm
and make the calendar feel personal. Readers who purchased the calendar late in the year
could still enjoy the later months without feeling left out, as the humor is evergreen.

How Does It Compare to Other Comic Calendars?

The market for comic day-to-day calendars is crowded, with perennial favorites like The Far
Side, Pearls Before Swine, and Calvin and Hobbes reprints available. However, The Argyle
Sweater occupies a unique niche. Its humor is less cynical than Dilbert, more absurd than
Non Sequitur, and more intricate in its wordplay than many gag-a-day strips. For readers
who enjoy The New Yorker cartoons but want a lighter, less esoteric tone, Hilburn’s work is
a perfect middle ground. The 2018 calendar stands out because it represents a time when
the comic was at its creative peak, producing strips that were both critically loved and
broadly popular.
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Another advantage is that the strips are in full color. Many older comic reprint calendars
use black-and-white or muted colors, which can feel dated. Hilburn’s vibrant palette—with
bright blues, greens, and reds—makes each page pop on a desk. If you place it next to a
black-and-white calendar, the difference in visual appeal is immediate. For those who
appreciate modern comic art, the Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar is a clear
winner.

Practical Tips for Getting the Most Out of Your
Calendar

If you're lucky enough to own a copy (or if you find one second-hand), here are a few ways
to maximize its value:

e Set it up in a high-traffic area: Place it where you'll see it every morning—next to
the coffee maker, on your desk, or near the bathroom mirror. The daily laugh will
become a welcome habit.
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* Save your favorite pages: Because the back of each page is blank, you can use a
low-tack tape or a glue stick to stick select strips into a journal, scrapbook, or even
frame them as mini art prints.

* Use the pages for notes: The blank side is perfect for to-do lists, phone messages,
or grocery lists. Repurposing the pages reduces waste and adds a fun touch to
everyday notes.

e Share the laughs: Take a picture of your favorite strips and send them to friends.
Many fans of The Argyle Sweater bond over shared favorites, and the calendar
provides 365 opportunities to brighten someone’s day.

* Preserve the easel: After you tear off all the pages, the cardboard easel can be
recycled or repurposed as a stand for photos or business cards. It's surprisingly
sturdy.

Where to Find The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to
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Day Calendar Today

Since the calendar is several years old, it may no longer be available from standard
retailers like Amazon or Barnes & Noble. However, you can often find new or gently used
copies through resale marketplaces such as eBay, ThriftBooks, or local used bookstores.
Some collectors also sell calendars as part of comic memorabilia lots. If you're a dedicated
fan, it’s worth checking online auctions, as the 2018 edition remains popular among those
who missed the original release.

Alternatively, you can explore digital versions. While the physical tear-off calendar offers a
unique experience, The Argyle Sweater comic archive is available through GoComics.com
and other syndication sites. You can browse strips from 2018 (and many other years) for
free or subscribe to receive them via email. But for those who love the tactile ritual,
tracking down a physical copy of The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar is a
rewarding treasure hunt.
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In an age of disposable digital content, a physical day-to-day calendar might seem quaint.
Yet the The Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar embodies something timeless:
the joy of a shared, well-crafted laugh. Scott Hilburn’s art and writing remind us that humor
can be both smart and silly, and that a single panel can contain enough cleverness to
change your mood. Whether you're a longtime admirer of the comic or a newcomer drawn
in by a friend’s recommendation, this calendar offers 365 reasons to smile.

While 2018 has passed, the humor in this calendar remains as fresh as the day it was
drawn. It serves as a time capsule of Hilburn’s talent and a testament to the enduring
appeal of the daily comic strip. For collectors, humor enthusiasts, or anyone who needs a
dose of levity on a hectic morning, the Argyle Sweater 2018 Day to Day Calendar is
more than just a calendar—it’s a year of laughter waiting to be discovered.
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