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Discovering the Charm of Maltese X
Shih Tzu Puppies for Sale in Perth
WA

If you are searching for a companion that combines
affection, intelligence, and an irresistible teddy-bear
face, you have likely come across the delightful
crossbreed known as the Malshi. For residents of
Western Australia looking for Maltese X Shih Tzu
puppies for sale Perth WA, understanding the
unique qualities of this designer breed is the first
step toward finding a loyal new family member.
These small, fluffy dogs have captured hearts
across the country, and Perth is no exception. With
their gentle nature and manageable size, they are
an excellent choice for families, singles, and seniors
alike. Before you bring one home, it pays to
research the breed thoroughly, know what to
expect in terms of temperament and care, and find
a responsible source for your new puppy.

What Exactly Is a Maltese X Shih
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Often referred to affectionately as a Malshi, the
Maltese X Shih Tzu is a deliberate cross between
two beloved toy breeds: the Maltese and the Shih
Tzu. This hybrid combines the best traits of both
parent breeds. From the Maltese, the Malshi inherits
a playful spirit and a hypoallergenic coat. From the
Shih Tzu, it gains a sturdy, sturdy build and an
exceptionally friendly, outgoing personality. The
result is a small dog that typically weighs between
four to seven kilograms when fully grown, making it
an ideal size for apartment living or homes with
limited space.

A Temperament That Wins Hearts

One of the most compelling reasons families search
for Maltese X Shih Tzu puppies for sale Perth
WA is the breed's wonderful temperament. Malshi
puppies grow into dogs that are known for being
affectionate, loyal, and remarkably good with
children and other pets. They thrive on human
companionship and dislike being left alone for long
periods. This makes them perfect for households
where someone is home most of the time. Their
playful yet gentle nature means they are content to
play fetch in the backyard or curl up on the couch
for a nap. Early socialization is essential to ensure
they grow into well-rounded adults, but with
consistent care, these dogs are among the most
adaptable and loving companions you will find.
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Appearance and Coat: The Malshi
Signature Look

The physical appearance of a Malshi is one of its
most endearing features. These puppies typically
have a rounded head, dark expressive eyes, and a
short muzzle inherited from the Shih Tzu parent.
Their ears are floppy and set low, adding to their
soft, puppy-like expression that lasts well into
adulthood. The coat is where the Maltese influence
shines. Most Malshis have a long, silky, and straight
coat that is low-shedding, making them a popular
choice for allergy sufferers. However, it is important
to note that no dog is truly 100% hypoallergenic.
The coat can come in a variety of colors including
white, cream, black, brown, or a combination of
these.

Grooming Needs: A Beautiful Coat
Requires Commitment

While the low-shedding quality of a Malshi is a
significant advantage for many owners, their
beautiful coat comes with a responsibility. Regular
grooming is non-negotiable. You should plan to
brush your Malshi's coat daily to prevent mats and
tangles. Professional grooming every four to six
weeks is also recommended to keep the coat
healthy and manageable. Many owners choose a
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daily, particularly around the eyes, as tear staining
can be common in both Maltese and Shih Tzu lines.
Keeping the ears clean and nails trimmed are also
essential parts of their care routine.

Finding Responsible Breeders for
Maltese X Shih Tzu Puppies in
Perth WA

When you begin your search for Maltese X Shih
Tzu puppies for sale Perth WA, it is crucial to
prioritize ethical breeding practices. A responsible
breeder cares deeply about the health and
temperament of their dogs, not just the profit from
selling puppies. They will be happy to show you the
living conditions of the parent dogs, provide health
clearances, and answer all your questions. Look for
breeders who are transparent about the lineage of
their puppies and who raise them in a home
environment rather than a kennel setting. This early
socialization with humans and household sounds
helps produce confident, well-adjusted puppies.

Red Flags to Avoid When Searching for
Puppies

Sadly, the popularity of small crossbreeds has led to
an increase in puppy mills and backyard breeders.
To protect yourself and your future pet, avoid
breeders who:
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e Are unwilling to let you visit their property or
meet the puppy's parents.

e Have multiple litters available at all times,
suggesting a high-volume operation.

¢ Sell puppies through pet stores or online
marketplaces without a proper interview
process.

¢ Cannot provide health records, vaccination
history, or a written contract.

e Pressure you to make a quick decision or ask
for full payment before the puppy is ready to
go home.

Take your time, ask for references from previous
buyers, and trust your instincts. A good breeder will
be just as interested in vetting you as you are in
their puppies.

Cost of Maltese X Shih Tzu Puppies
in Perth

The price of Maltese X Shih Tzu puppies for
sale Perth WA can vary significantly based on the
reputation of the breeder, the lineage of the
parents, and the demand at the time of purchase.
On average, you can expect to pay between $2,500
and $4,500 for a well-bred Malshi puppy from a
reputable source. This cost might seem high, but it
typically includes initial vaccinations,
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pack with food and toys. Remember that the
purchase price is just the beginning. You should
also budget for:

* Ongoing high-quality food and treats

Routine veterinary care and vaccinations
Professional grooming every four to six weeks
Pet insurance to cover unexpected medical
expenses

Training classes and socialization supplies
Beds, crates, toys, bowls, and other essentials

Adoption is another wonderful option. While you
may not find a dedicated Malshi at a rescue, many
small breed rescues in Perth have mixed-breed
dogs that share similar traits. Adopting can be a
more affordable and deeply rewarding way to add a
dog to your family.

Health and Lifespan of a Malshi

Like all crossbreeds, the Maltese X Shih Tzu can
inherit health conditions from either parent breed.
Responsible breeders work hard to minimize these
risks through health testing and careful selection.
Some conditions to be aware of include:

e Patellar Luxation: A condition where the
kneecap dislocates, common in small breeds.

e Dental Issues: Small mouths can lead to
overcrowding and dental disease; regular
brushing and professional cleanings are
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essential.

* Eye Problems: Progressive retinal atrophy
(PRA), cataracts, and tear staining are
concerns.

e Respiratory Issues: Because of their short
snouts, Malshis may be prone to breathing
difficulties in hot or humid weather, especially
if exercised strenuously.

* Allergies: Skin allergies can occur, requiring
dietary management or medication.

With excellent care, a healthy Malshi can live
between 12 and 15 years. Providing a balanced
diet, regular exercise appropriate for their size, and
routine veterinary checkups will help ensure your
companion enjoys a long, happy life.

Training Your Malshi Puppy

Malshi puppies are intelligent and eager to please,
but they can also have a stubborn streak inherited
from both parent breeds. Positive reinforcement
training methods work best. Use treats, praise, and
play as rewards for desired behaviors. Consistency
is key. Because they are sensitive dogs, harsh
corrections can damage your bond and cause
anxiety. Start training early with basic commands
like sit, stay, come, and leave it. Crate training is
highly recommended for housebreaking and
providing your puppy with a safe haven.
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them gently to different people, sounds, surfaces,
and other friendly, vaccinated dogs. This early
exposure  builds confidence and prevents
fearfulness later in life.

Exercise Needs: Small Dog, Moderate
Energy

Despite their small size, Malshis have moderate
energy levels. They enjoy daily walks of about 20 to
30 minutes, play sessions in a secure yard, and
indoor games like fetch. They are not high-energy
dogs that require hours of vigorous exercise, which
is part of their appeal for many Perth residents with
busy lifestyles. However, they do need mental
stimulation. Puzzle toys, treat-dispensing toys, and
short training sessions keep their minds engaged
and prevent boredom-related behaviors like
excessive barking or chewing.

Preparing Your Perth Home for a
New Puppy

Bringing home any puppy requires preparation, but
small breeds like the Malshi need specific
considerations. Puppy-proof your home by removing
hazards such as electrical cords, small objects that
could be swallowed, and toxic plants. Set up a
designated area with a comfortable bed, water
bowl, and safe toys. Because Malshis can be
sensitive to heat due to their short snouts, ensure
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your home has cool areas available, especially
during Perth's hot summer months. A fan or air
conditioning can make a big difference. Also,
consider the security of your yard. These little dogs
are curious and can squeeze through small gaps in
fencing, so inspect your boundaries carefully.

Living with a Malshi in Perth

Perth's climate and lifestyle are generally well-
suited to the Malshi breed. Their small size makes
them excellent companions for apartment dwellers
or those with small yards. However, their
brachycephalic (short-nosed) structure means they
are not built for intense exercise in hot weather.
Early morning or evening walks are best during the
summer months. You should also be mindful of the
sun on their light-colored coats and exposed skin. A
dog-safe sunscreen on their nose and ear tips can
be beneficial. The Malshi's affectionate nature
means they will want to be wherever you are. They
are happiest when included in family activities,
whether that is a road trip to the beach (with proper
shade and water), a quiet evening at home, or a
visit to a dog-friendly café.

Are They Good With Children and Other
Pets?

Yes, when properly socialized, Malshis are

wepderlwith, uldren, They are patient, gentle,
andgplaytul. Hewsverihecauseheyeare swalk shey



can be accidentally injured by very young children
who do not yet understand how to handle a pet
gently. Always supervise interactions between dogs
and toddlers, and teach older children how to
approach and handle the dog respectfully. With
other pets, Malshis typically do well. They are not
aggressive by nature and can coexist happily with
other dogs and even cats, especially if raised
together from puppyhood.

Nutrition and Feeding Guidelines

Feeding your Malshi a high-quality diet is
fundamental to their health. Small breed formulas
are ideal because the kibble size is appropriate for
their small mouths, and the nutrient profile
supports their fast metabolism. Look for foods with
real meat as the first ingredient and avoid
excessive fillers like corn and soy. Because Malshis
can be prone to dental issues, some owners
incorporate dental chews or a raw carrot
occasionally to help clean teeth. Portion control is
important to prevent obesity, which can exacerbate
joint and breathing problems. Your veterinarian can
recommend the best feeding schedule and quantity
based on your puppy's age, weight, and activity
level.

Why Choose a Maltese X Shih Tzu?

In a world full of wonderful dog breeds, what makes
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the Malshi stand out? For many owners, it is the
perfect balance of traits. They are small enough to
be portable and apartment-friendly, but sturdy
enough to enjoy playtime with kids. They are
intelligent without being high-strung, affectionate
without being needy, and beautiful without
requiring hours of daily grooming if you keep their
coat short. Their low-shedding coat is a bonus for
those with mild allergies. But above all, it is their
loving, loyal, and cheerful nature that makes them
exceptional companions. When you find reputable
sources for Maltese X Shih Tzu puppies for sale
Perth WA, you are investing in a friend who
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