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The Enchanted Christmas Beauty And The
Beast

Rediscovering the Magic: The
Enchanted Christmas Beauty
and the Beast

When  the  snow  falls  and  the  air  turns
crisp, there is no better time to revisit the
timeless  tale  of  love,  redemption,  and
holiday  cheer.  While  the  original  1991
animated classic "Beauty and the Beast" is
beloved by millions, its 1997 midquel, The
Enchanted Christmas Beauty and the
Beast,  offers  a  unique  and  heartwarming
addition to the saga. This direct-to-video
feature  fills  in  a  missing  chapter  from the
original story, taking us back to the dark,
lonely days of the Beast's castle during its
first Christmas after the enchantment. It is
a  story  that  goes  beyond  the  grand
ballroom dance, exploring the fragile hope
of a household cursed to live in perpetual
winter,  both  literally  and  figuratively.  For
fans of the franchise, this film is not just a
seasonal treat; it is a deeper exploration of
character  and  the  true  meaning  of
Christmas.

Many  fans  remember  the  original  film  for
its  iconic  bal lroom  scene,  its  lush
animation, and its powerful message about
looking  beyond  appearances.  However,
The Enchanted Christmas Beauty and
the  Beast  delves  into  a  grittier,  more
emotional  period.  The  castle  is  not  just
cursed; it is deep in the throes of despair.
The Beast is at his most vulnerable, having
not yet won Belle’s heart. This article will
explore the narrative, the characters, the
music,  and  the  lasting  legacy  of  this
festive  favorite,  showing  you  why  it

deserves a special  place in your holiday
viewing list.

The Setting: A Castle in Need of
a Miracle

The  film opens  with  a  framing  device,  set
after the curse has been broken. Belle and
the  now-human  Prince  are  celebrating
Christmas  with  their  friends,  telling  the
story of their first Christmas together. This
narrat ive  structure  immediate ly
establishes  the  film  as  a  memory,  a
treasured part of their shared history. The
core  of  the  story,  however,  takes  place
dur ing  the  darkest  per iod  o f  the
enchantment. The castle is frozen in more
ways  than  one.  The  snow  outside  is
relentless,  but  the  coldness  inside  the
hearts  of  the  inhabitants  is  even  more
biting.  The  Beast  has  given  up  hope,
believing that the rose will wither before
he can learn to love.

This setting is crucial. It provides a stark
contrast to the joyous holiday season. The
enchanted  objects—Lumiere,  Cogsworth,
Mrs. Potts, and Chip—are desperate for a
spark  of  joy.  They  see  Christmas  as  a
potential  turning point,  a way to remind
the Beast of  happier times and to show
Belle the heart that still beats within the
monstrous  exterior.  They  plan  a  grand
Christmas  celebration,  but  they  face  a
formidable obstacle: the Beast's own self-
loathing and the active sabotage of a new
villain,  Forte.  The  setting  of  the  frozen
castle  becomes  a  character  in  itself,
representing the isolation and despair that
the Beast must overcome.



Introducing Forte: A Villain of
Melancholy

One  of  the  most  significant  additions  to
The Enchanted Christmas Beauty and
the Beast is the villain, Forte. Unlike the
boisterous  and  narcissistic  Gaston  from
the  original  film,  Forte  is  a  tragic  and
manipulative  figure.  He  is  a  massive  pipe
organ,  once  the  court  composer,  now
trapped  in  his  instrument  just  like  the
others. However, Forte has embraced the
curse. He believes that the Beast is better
off  as  a  monster,  isolated  and  dependent
on Forte’s music for solace. Forte’s deep,
resonant voice, provided by Tim Curry, is
both seductive and menacing.

Forte’s  motivation  is  pure  selfishness.  He
fears that if the Beast learns to love and
breaks the curse, he will lose his purpose
and  his  position  of  influence.  He  uses  his
music  to  lull  the  Beast  into  a  state  of
hopelessness, actively working against the
efforts  of  Lumiere  and the  others  to  bring
Christmas cheer. His primary weapon is a
secondary  character,  a  small,  nervous
harpsichord  named  Fife,  whom  he
manipulates into doing his bidding. Forte
represents  the  internal  voice  of  despair
that tells us we are not worthy of love or
happiness.  He  is  a  potent  antagonist
because  his  conflict  is  psychological.  He
does not  want  to  destroy the Beast;  he
wants to keep him trapped in his misery.
This makes him a far more nuanced villain
than  a  simple  brute,  adding  a  layer  of
psychological  depth  to  the  holiday
narrative.

The Emotional Core: The Beast's
Struggle

At  the  hear t  o f  The  Enchanted
Christmas Beauty and the Beast is the
Beast’s internal battle. In the original film,
we  saw  his  anger  and  his  eventual
transformation.  Here,  we  see  his

depression. He has been cursed for years,
and the hope that Belle brought is fading.
He believes he is beyond redemption. This
is  a  surprisingly  mature  theme  for  a
children's Christmas movie.  The Beast is
not  just  grumpy;  he  is  genuinely  suffering
from a crisis of faith in himself.

Belle, of course, is the catalyst for change.
She introduces the idea of  Christmas to
the castle, telling stories of her own family
traditions.  She does not try to force the
Beast to be happy. Instead, she shares her
own joy, trying to kindle a spark in him.
The  pivotal  moment  comes  when  the
Beast, inspired by Belle’s stories, decides
to give her a gift. He ventures out into the
snow,  in  his  full  beastly  form,  to  find  a
specific  Christmas  rose.  This  act  of
selflessness  is  a  huge  step  for  him.  It
shows that  he  is  capable  of  thinking  of
someone else’s happiness before his own.
This  sequence  is  visually  stunning,
contrasting the warm, golden light of the
castle  interior  with  the  cold,  blue-white
landscape  outside.  It  perfectly  captures
the  spirit  of  giving  that  defines  the
holidays.

Musical Moments: A New Set of
Songs

While  the  original  film  boasts  an  Oscar-
w inn ing  score ,  The  Enchanted
Christmas Beauty and the Beast  has
its own memorable musical numbers. The
songs  are  composed  by  the  legendary
Menken and lyricist Slater, who manage to
capture  the  spirit  of  the  original  while
adding  new  flavors.  The  opening  number,
"Deck the Halls," is a fun, energetic piece
where  the  enchanted  objects  try  to
convince the Beast to celebrate. It is full of
visual gags and classic Christmas imagery.

The  most  powerful  song  in  the  film is  "As
Long As There's Christmas." Sung by Mrs.
Potts  and  the  ensemble,  this  is  the
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emotional  thesis  of  the  entire  movie.  It
speaks to the resilience of hope and the
belief that things can get better. The lyrics
are  simple  but  profound:  "As  long  as
there's  Christmas,  I  truly  believe,  that
hope is  the greatest of  gifts."  This song
provides  the  counterpoint  to  Forte's
negativity. It reminds the characters—and
the viewer—that the holiday is not about
perfection,  but about holding onto hope.
Forte’s song, "Don't Fall in Love," is a dark,
operatic masterpiece. It is a warning to the
Beast, wrapped in beautiful but destructive
music.  Tim  Curry’s  delivery  makes  it
chillingly  effective.  The  music  in  this  film
serves  to  deepen  the  emotional  stakes,
making  the  eventual  resolution  all  the
more satisfying.

Lessons of the Season: Hope
and Resilience

What makes The Enchanted Christmas
Beauty and the Beast  stand out  from
other  holiday  specials  is  its  focus  on
resilience.  This  is  not  a  story  about  a
perfect  Christmas.  It  is  a  story  about
choosing  to  celebrate  even when things
are  hard.  The  enchanted  objects  have
been  stuck  for  years.  They  have  every
reason  to  give  up,  but  they  choose  to
create joy. This is a powerful message for
anyone  who  has  felt  lonely  or  hopeless
during the holiday season.

The film teaches several key lessons:

Hope is a choice: The characters
decide to celebrate Christmas not
because everything is perfect, but
because they need the hope it
brings.
Giving is greater than receiving:
The Beast’s gift of the rose to Belle
is a pure act of love, expecting
nothing in return.
You are worthy of love: The
Beast’s central struggle is believing
he can be loved. Belle’s persistence

shows him that he is.
Family is where you find it: Belle
creates a new family in the castle,
bonding with the enchanted objects
and even the Beast.
Despair can be defeated: Forte
represents the voice of despair, but
he is ultimately defeated by the
collective hope of the group.

These lessons are presented in a way that
is accessible to children but meaningful for
adults.  It  is  a  film that  acknowledges  that
the  holidays  can  be  difficult,  but  that  the
act of celebrating can be a powerful act of
defiance against sadness.

Visual Style and Animation

The  animation  in  The  Enchanted
Christmas Beauty and the Beast  is a
point  of  discussion among fans.  While it
does not quite reach the cinematic heights
of the 1991 film, it holds its own as a solid
direct-to-video  production.  The  character
designs are faithful to the original, and the
backgrounds  are  rich  and  detailed.  The
winter  landscapes  are  particularly
beautiful,  with  soft  snowflakes  and  frost-
covered  windows  creating  a  true  winter
wonderland aesthetic.

The  film  uses  the  medium  to  its
advantage,  creating  scenes  that  are
visually expressive of the characters' inner
states.  The  Beast’s  lair  is  dark  and
cluttered,  reflecting  his  chaotic  mind.  The
Christmas  decorations,  when  they  finally
go up, are a burst of color and light that
feel  genuinely  transformative.  The
animation of Forte is a technical highlight.
Animating  a  massive  pipe  organ  as  a
moving, expressive character is no small
feat, and the team manages to make him
feel menacing and majestic at the same
time.  The  film’s  visual  style  effectively
supports  the  narrative,  using  color  and
composition to tell the story as much as
the dialogue does.



Character Development: Beyond
the Original

The Enchanted Christmas Beauty and
the Beast  gives us more time with the
supporting characters we love. Lumiere is
as  charming  and  optimistic  as  ever,
planning  the  Christmas  festivities  with
reckless abandon. Cogsworth is the voice
of  reason,  worried  about  the  Beast’s
reaction  but  ultimately  supportive.  Mrs.
Potts is the heart of the group, dispensing
wisdom  and  warmth.  Little  Chip  gets  a
bigger role, serving as a bridge between
Belle and the Beast.  He is  innocent and
hopeful, unafraid of the Beast’s exterior.

Belle  herself  is  shown to  be  resourceful
and  emot ional ly  inte l l igent .  She
understands  that  the  Beast  is  not  just
angry;  he  is  sad.  She  uses  her  love  of
stories  to  connect  with  him,  sharing  a
Christmas  tale  from her  own  childhood.
This reinforces her character as someone
who sees the good in people and knows
how to reach them. The Beast, in turn, is
given more depth. We see his vulnerability
more clearly than in the original. We see
him cry, we see him try, and we see him
fail.  This  makes  his  eventual  success  in
br ing ing  joy  to  Be l le  much  more
rewarding.  The  film  essentially  acts  as  a
character  study  for  the  Beast,  exploring
the "why" behind his transformation.

Legacy and Place in the
Franchise

Released  in  1997,  The  Enchanted
Christmas Beauty and the Beast  was
part  of  Disney's  first  wave  of  direct-to-
video sequels.  While often overlooked in
favor  of  the original  masterpiece,  it  has
gained a cult following over the years. It is
a unique entry in the franchise because it
focuses  on  a  specific  time  period  and
emotion. It is not an adventure movie; it is

a  character  piece.  It  has  become  a
tradition  for  many  families  to  watch  it
during the holiday season alongside other
classics  like  "The  Year  Without  a  Santa
Claus"  or  "Mickey 's  Once  Upon  a
Christmas."

The  film  also  added  to  the  lore  of  the
"Beauty  and  the  Beast"  universe.  It
introduced the concept of the "Christmas
rose" and gave a reason for the objects to
be so invested in the Beast's recovery. It
also thoroughly explored the psychology of
the  curse.  For  fans  of  the  Broadway
musical,  the  film  shares  some  thematic
DNA, particularly in its exploration of the
Beast's  inner  turmoil.  It  stands  as  a
testament to the fact that the "Beauty and
the Beast" story has more to tell, and that
the most magical stories often happen in
the  quiet  moments  between  the  big
events.

Why It Makes a Perfect Holiday
Watch

If you are looking to add a new title to your
holiday  movie  rotation,  The Enchanted
Christmas Beauty and the Beast is an
excellent choice. It combines the familiar
comfort of beloved characters with a new,
emotionally  resonant  story.  It  has  the
required  hol iday  elements:  snow,
decorations,  gift-giving,  and  a  festive
soundtrack. But more than that, it has a
heart. It understands that the holidays are
not always easy, and that sometimes, the
most important gift we can give is hope.

The  film  runs  for  about  70  minutes,
making it a perfect, digestible length for a
family  movie  night.  It  is  not  overly
saccharine; it has real stakes and a real
villain. It balances humor and heartbreak
effectively.  Watching  the  Beast  struggle
and eventually succeed in bringing a smile
to


