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Introduction: The Man Behind
the Iron Lady

When one hears the name Gustave Eiffel,
the mind instantly conjures images of the
iconic iron lattice tower that has become the
global symbol of Paris. Yet behind the
engineer, the entrepreneur, and the master
of wrought iron lies a rich tapestry of family
history that shaped his ambitions, his
values, and his remarkable career. Tracing
the Gustave Eiffel family tree offers more
than just a genealogical exercise; it provides
a window into the cultural, economic, and
artistic currents of 19th-century France.
From his German-born ancestors to his own
descendants who carried his legacy into the
modern era, the Eiffel lineage is a story of
migration, industry, resilience, and
brilliance. This article delves deep into the
branches of the Gustave Eiffel family
tree. exploring.the peoplewho came before
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him, the family he built, and the lasting
imprint they left on history.

The Ancestral Roots: From
Germany to France

The Eiffel Name and Its Origins

Few people realize that the surname "Eiffel"
itself hints at a geographic origin. The name
is derived from the Eifel region in western
Germany, a mountainous area known for its
volcanic landscape and, later, its role in the
industrial revolution. The family originally
spelled their name "Bonickhausen," but they
added ‘"Eiffel" to distinguish themselves
from other branches of the family. Gustave's
father, Alexandre-Gustave Bonickhausen,
legally adopted the surname "Eiffel" in the
early 19th century, officially cementing the
connection to their ancestral homeland. This
decision proved prescient, as the name Eiffel
would eventually echo across the globe,
synonymous with engineering genius.

The Bonickhausen Lineage

To fully understand the Gustave Eiffel
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family tree, one must begin with his
paternal ancestors. The Bonickhausen family
had deep roots in the Rhineland, a region
that straddled the Franco-German border—a
fact that would later influence Gustave's
own Franco-German heritage. His great-
grandfather, Jean-Baptiste Bonickhausen,
was a farmer and vintner in the small town
of Marmagen, near the Eifel region. The
family's move into France occurred in the
aftermath of the French Revolution, when
political borders shifted and opportunities
arose for enterprising individuals.

Gustave's grandfather, Francois
Bonickhausen, made the decisive move to
Paris in the early 1800s. He established
himself as a cloth merchant, a trade that
required both business acumen and an
understanding of quality materials—traits
that would later manifest in Gustave's own
meticulous approach to engineering.
Francois married into a French family,
further integrating the Bonickhausens into
Parisian society. It was his son, Alexandre-
Gustave Bonickhausen, who would marry
Catherine Moneuse and father the man who
would build the world's most famous tower.
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Gustave Eiffel's Parents: The
Foundation of a Genius

Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel (Father)

Alexandre-Gustave Eiffel (the father of the
engineer) was a man of discipline and
service. Born in 1799, he served as a non-
commissioned officer in the French army
before transitioning into civilian life. After his
military service, he became a secretary at
the Paris-Lyon-Marseille railway company, a
position that gave him exposure to the
burgeoning world of rail transportation.
While not an engineer himself, Alexandre
instilled in his son a respect for order,
precision, and the value of hard work. He
also provided young Gustave with access to
books and learning, fostering the intellectual
curiosity that would later define his career.
Unfortunately, Alexandre passed away when
Gustave was still a young man, leaving a
deep impression on the future engineer.

Catherine Moneuse (Mother)

Catherine Moneuse, Gustave's mother, was
arguably the more influential figure in his
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formative years. A woman of considerable
intelligence and business sense, she
managed the family's finances with
exceptional skill. After her husband's death,
Catherine took over the administration of a
coal and wood supply business, ensuring
that the family remained financially stable.
More importantly, she recognized her son's
exceptional abilities and supported his
education, even when it meant making
sacrifices. Catherine's pragmatic nature and
emotional resilience became a model for
Gustave, who often credited her with
teaching him the value of perseverance. The
Gustave Eiffel family tree owes much of
its stability to her unwavering presence
during his early struggles as an aspiring
engineer.

The Immediate Family:
Marriage and Children

Marguerite Gaudelet: The Wife
Behind the Engineer

In 1862, Gustave Eiffel married Marguerite
Gaudelet, a woman from a well-established
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of a prosperous notary from Dijon, and her
family's connections provided Gustave with
valuable social and professional networks.
Their marriage was a loving one, and
Marguerite is described by biographers as a
warm, intelligent, and supportive partner
who managed the household while Gustave
pursued his demanding career. She bore
him five children, and her untimely death in
1877 at the age of 32 was a devastating
blow from which Gustave never fully
recovered. He never remarried, choosing
instead to focus entirely on his work and his
children.

The Five Children of Gustave and
Marguerite

The Gustave Eiffel family tree branches
significantly with the birth of his five
children, each of whom played a role in
preserving and extending his legacy.

e Claire Eiffel (1863-1934): The
eldest child, Claire, was a bright and
artistic young woman. She married
and had children, but her life was
relatively private compared to her
siblings. She remained close to her
father throughout his life.
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e Marie Eiffel (1865-1934): Marie
shared her father's practical bent. She
assisted him in some administrative
tasks and later managed certain
aspects of his estate. She never
married, devoting herself to her father
and her siblings' children.

e Albert Eiffel (1867-1945): Albert
was the first son and seemed destined
to follow in his father's footsteps. He
studied engineering and collaborated
with Gustave on several projects,
including the design of the internal
structure of the Statue of Liberty.
Albert became a successful engineer
in his own right.

« Edouard Eiffel (1869-1939):
Edouard was also drawn to the family
business. He managed the Eiffel
company's affairs in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, overseeing
contracts, finances, and expansion. He
was instrumental in maintaining the
company's reputation after Gustave's
retirement.

* Valentine Eiffel (1872-1936): The
youngest child, Valentine, was a
creative soul. She married into an
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of whom pursued careers in the arts.
She inherited her father's love for
beauty and design.

It is noteworthy that all five children lived
into the 20th century, with the last surviving
child passing away in 1945. This continuity
ensured that the Eiffel name remained
prominent in French social and professional
circles for decades.

The Extended Family: Uncles,
Aunts, and Cousins

The Moneuse Family Influence

On his mother's side, the Moneuse family
was deeply rooted in the Burgundy region.
Catherine's brothers were involved in the
timber and coal trades, which proved
serendipitous for Gustave's early career.
When he was struggling to secure contracts
for his first major railway bridges, his uncles
provided both material supplies and
financial backing. The Moneuse branch of
the Gustave Eiffel family tree thus played
a critical, though often overlooked, role in
his rise to prominence. Several cousins



Gustave Eiffel Family Tree

remained in Burgundy, managing family
estates and businesses, and they
maintained close ties with Gustave
throughout his life.

The Gaudelet Connection

Marguerite's family, the Gaudelets, were
notables in Dijon. Her father, a notary, had
extensive connections among the French
bourgeoisie. After Marguerite's death, the
Gaudelet family remained an important part
of Eiffel's social circle. Some of Marguerite's
nephews and nieces worked for Eiffel's
company, and the two families intermarried
in subsequent generations. This alliance
reinforced the social standing of the Eiffel
name and helped secure lucrative contracts
in eastern France.

The Legacy Through
Descendants: Generations
After Gustave

The Second Generation: Carrying
the Torch

As e, Gustave Eiffel; family tree, grew.
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the second generation upheld the family's
reputation for excellence. Albert Eiffel's
children, Gustave's grandchildren, included
engineers, architects, and business leaders.
One grandson, also named Gustave Eiffel
(often referred to as Gustave Eiffel II),
pursued a career in civil engineering and
worked on several notable bridges in France
and its colonies. Edouard's children
continued the administrative side of the
family business, managing the Eiffel
company's transition into the modern era.

The Third Generation and
Beyond: Diversification

By the third generation, the Eiffel family had
diversified considerably. Some descendants
entered the arts, literature, and academia,
while others maintained ties to engineering
and industry. A few notable branches of the
family emigrated to Canada and the United
States, establishing Eiffel lineages in North
America. Today, there are Eiffel descendants
scattered across France, Germany, the
United States, and even South America.
Many of them keep alive the memory of
their famous ancestor through family
associations, historical societies, and annual
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gatherings.
The Eiffel Name Today

The surname Eiffel remains relatively rare,
which makes genealogical research easier.
Modern descendants are often active in
preserving Gustave Eiffel's legacy. Some
have donated family documents,
photographs, and artifacts to museums and
archives, including the Musée d'Orsay and
the Cité de I'Architecture in Paris. Others
have participated in documentary films and
written memoirs about life in the Eiffel
family. The Gustave Eiffel family tree
thus continues to flourish, its branches
reaching into the 21st century with pride
and purpose.

The Family Tree and the
Tower: An Inseparable Bond

The Eiffel Tower as a Family
Monument

It is impossible to discuss the Gustave
Eiffel family tree without addressing the
tower thatbears the Ramer=For Gustawe~the
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Eiffel Tower was not just a professional
triumph; it was a deeply personal statement.
He often said that he built it to honor his
family and to leave a lasting testament to
their name. When the tower was completed
in 1889, he insisted that it be a permanent
structure, despite the initial 20-year permit.
He wanted future generations of his
family—and the world—to see the tower as a
symbol of French ingenuity and the Eiffel
legacy.

Today, the Eiffel Tower remains one of the
most visited monuments on Earth, and the
Eiffel family still holds a special place in its
management. Though the tower is now
publicly owned, descendants of Gustave are
frequently invited to official ceremonies and
events. The family maintains a small private
archive with original blueprints, letters, and
photographs related to the tower's
construction.

The Statue of Liberty and Other
Projects

Another monumental project that ties
directly into the Gustave Eiffel family tree
is the internal framework of the Statue of
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Liberty. Gustave's son Albert collaborated
with him on this project, and several cousins
and nephews were employed in the
workshops that fabricated the iron structure.
The statue, like the tower, became a symbol
of freedom and friendship between nations.
For the Eiffel family, it remains a source of
pride that their name is associated with two
of the world
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