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Mastering the TACHS: A
Complete Guide to the Tachs
Practice Test 2020

For families navigating the competitive landscape of Catholic
high school admissions in the Archdiocese of New York, the
TACHS (Test for Admission into Catholic High Schools) stands
as a pivotal milestone. Every year, thousands of eighth
graders sit for this exam, hoping to secure a spot at their
preferred institution. Among the most powerful preparation
tools available is the Tachs Practice Test 2020. Whether
you are a student aiming for a top score or a parent seeking
reliable resources, understanding how to leverage a 2020
practice exam can make all the difference. This
comprehensive guide explores the structure, benefits,
strategies, and best practices for using the Tachs Practice Test
2020 effectively.

Understanding the TACHS Exam Structure

Before diving into preparation, it is essential to grasp what the
TACHS evaluates. The exam is designed to measure a
student’s readiness for a rigorous high school curriculum
across four core areas:

e Reading Comprehension - Passages followed by
questions testing literal and inferential understanding.

o Written Expression - Grammar, punctuation, sentence
structure, and word usage.

e Mathematics - Concepts up to pre-algebra, including
arithmetic, geometry, and problem-solving.

» Reasoning - Abstract and verbal analogies, patterns,
and logical deduction.

The total testing time is approximately two hours, divided into
multiple sections. The Tachs Practice Test 2020 replicates this
exact format, allowing students to experience the pace and
pressure of the real exam.

Why the Tachs Practice Test 2020 Remains
Relevant

Even though the TACHS is administered annually, the core
content and question types remain remarkably stable. The
Tachs Practice Test 2020 is not outdated; in fact, it provides
a reliable benchmark for current preparation because the test
makers have maintained the same skill domains over recent
years. Using a 2020 edition offers several distinct advantages:

e Authentic question style - The phrasing and difficulty
closely mirror the actual exam.

 Time management practice - Sections are timed
exactly as in the live test.

» Familiarity with instructions - Repeated practice
reduces test-day anxiety.

* Performance tracking - Scores can be compared with
current percentile expectations.

Moreover, many tutoring centers and online platforms still
base their drills on 2020 practice tests because they are
proven indicators of success.

Key Components of the Tachs Practice Test

2020

A high-quality practice test from 2020 includes several critical
elements that prepare students thoroughly. Here is what you
should look for when selecting or using a Tachs Practice Test
2020 resource:

1. Full-Length Timed Simulations

The best practice tests recreate the actual testing
environment. This means four distinct sections with precise
time limits. For example, the reading section might allow 30
minutes, while the math section permits 35 minutes. By taking
a full-length simulation, students learn to pace themselves and
avoid spending too long on any single question.

2. Answer Keys and Explanations

Simply answering questions is not enough. A top-tier Tachs
Practice Test 2020 includes detailed answer explanations for
every question. These explanations help students understand
why a particular answer is correct and why others are wrong,
reinforcing foundational concepts.

3. Scoring Rubric and Percentile Conversion

Many practice tests provide a scoring guide that converts raw
scores (number correct) into a scaled score. Some even offer
estimated national percentiles. This allows families to gauge
where the student currently stands relative to other
applicants.

4. Bubble Answer Sheets

To mimic the actual experience, the 2020 practice test often
comes with a bubble sheet. Filling in circles under timed
conditions trains fine motor skills and reduces the risk of
misbubbling on test day.

How to Use the Tachs Practice Test 2020 for
Maximum Improvement

Simply taking the test once and reviewing scores is
insufficient. To truly benefit, students and parents should
adopt a strategic multi-step approach:

1. Take a diagnostic test - Use the practice test at the
beginning of preparation to establish a baseline. Do not
study beforehand; this reveals natural strengths and
weaknesses.

2. Analyze errors systematically - After scoring,
categorize every mistake by skill area (e.g., grammar,
algebra, inference). Create a “weakness list” to prioritize
during study sessions.

3. Focus targeted practice - Spend the next several
weeks drilling the specific skills that produced the most
errors. For instance, if word analogies were problematic,
practice with flashcards and online exercises.

4. Retake the same test (or a different 2020 version)
- After targeted improvement, take another Tachs
Practice Test 2020 under timed conditions. Compare the
new score to the baseline. This shows measurable
growth.

5. Simulate test day - A week before the actual exam,
take a final full-length practice test at the same time of
day as the real test, in a quiet room, with no
distractions.
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Common Challenges Students Face with the
Tachs Practice Test 2020

While practice tests are invaluable, students often encounter
specific difficulties. Being aware of these can help you
overcome them:

* Running out of time - The math and reasoning
sections are notoriously tight. Practice skipping hard
questions and returning later.

e Misreading questions - The TACHS uses precise
wording. Underline key words in the practice test to train
careful reading.

e Anxiety during the test - Simulated testing reduces
fear of the unknown. The more 2020 practice tests you
take, the more routine the experience becomes.

* Inconsistent performance - Some students score well
on math but poorly on reading. Use the practice test
data to allocate study time proportionally.

Where to Find Authoritative Tachs Practice Test
2020 Materials

Not all practice tests are created equal. To ensure
authenticity, seek resources from reputable publishers or
official TACHS preparation sites. Recommended sources
include:

 Official TACHS website - The Archdiocese of New York
provides sample questions and sometimes full practice
tests.

e Major test prep publishers - Companies like Barron’s,
Kaplan, and Princeton Review have released TACHS prep
books that include 2020-style tests.

 Local Catholic school tutoring programs - Many
dioceses offer workshops using past practice tests.

¢ Online platforms - Websites dedicated to Catholic high
school admissions often have downloadable Tachs
Practice Test 2020 PDFs.

When using online materials, verify that the content is
specifically for the TACHS and not a generic high school
entrance exam. The TACHS has unique question formats,
especially in reasoning and written expression.

Integrating the Tachs Practice Test 2020 with
Broader Study Methods

Practice tests work best when combined with other study
techniques. Consider these complementary approaches:

Vocabulary Building

The reading and reasoning sections assume a strong
vocabulary. Use flashcards, vocabulary apps, and word lists
from the 2020 practice test to learn new words in context.

Math Concept Review

The math section covers up to pre-algebra. If the practice test
reveals gaps in fractions, ratios, or geometry, review those
topics using textbooks or online tutorials.

Grammar and Mechanics Drills

The written expression section tests punctuation,
capitalization, and verb tense. Many students find a grammar
workbook helpful alongside the practice test.

Logical Reasoning Puzzles

For the reasoning section, practice with non-verbal analogies
and pattern recognition games. These sharpen the skills
needed for the abstract thinking questions.

Sample Questions Inspired by the Tachs

Practice Test 2020

To illustrate the style, here are a few sample items that reflect
the 2020 test’s rigor:

Reading Comprehension Example:

Passage excerpt: “The invention of the printing press in the
15th century revolutionized the spread of knowledge. Before
Gutenberg’s innovation, books were hand-copied by scribes, a
process that could take years.”

Question: According to the passage, what was one major effect
of the printing press?

a) It made books more expensive.

b) It increased the speed of knowledge dissemination.

¢) It eliminated the need for scribes entirely.

d) It was only used for religious texts.

Answer: b) It increased the speed of knowledge dissemination.

Mathematics Example:
What is the value of 2/3 + 1/4?
a) 3/7

b) 11/12

c) 5/12

d) 8/12

Answer: b) 11/12

Reasoning Example:

Oxygen is to respiration as gasoline is to:

a) engine

b) car

c) fuel

d) combustion

Answer: d) combustion (oxygen enables respiration; gasoline
enables combustion)

Tracking Progress Across Multiple Tachs
Practice Test 2020 Attempts

One powerful strategy is to take the same practice test more
than once. However, avoid taking it too frequently to prevent
memorizing answers. Instead, space attempts several weeks
apart. Track scores in a simple table:

e First attempt (baseline): score 210, percentile 45

e Second attempt (after 3 weeks of study): score 235,
percentile 60

e Third attempt (after full prep): score 260, percentile 80

Seeing improvement builds confidence. If scores stagnate, re-
analyze error patterns: perhaps the student is rushing through
the reading section or making careless math mistakes. Adjust
study techniques accordingly.

Conclusion

The Tachs Practice Test 2020 remains an indispensable tool
for any student serious about Catholic high school admission.
Its authentic format, detailed answer explanations, and
predictive power make it a cornerstone of effective test
preparation. By taking a diagnostic test, systematically
addressing weaknesses, simulating real conditions, and using
complementary study methods, students can significantly
boost their scores and reduce test-day anxiety. Remember
that consistency and thoughtful analysis matter more than the
number of tests completed. Start early, use the 2020 practice
test wisely, and approach the TACHS with confidence. Your
target high school is within reach with the right preparation.



