
The Hobbit Prequel To Lord Of The Rings

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Gemma & Corinne • The journey of a
thousand miles begins with a single page. • Page 1

The Hobbit Prequel To Lord Of
The Rings

Introduction: Why The
Hobbit Remains the
Essential Prequel to
The Lord of the Rings

When  J.R.R.  Tolkien  published  The
Hobbit  in  1937,  he  could  not  have

foreseen that this children’s tale about
a  reluctant  burglar  and  a  dragon
would blossom into one of  the most
beloved fantasy epics of all time. Yet
that  is  exactly  what  happened.  The
Hobbit  serves  as  the  foundational
prequel to The Lord of the Rings,
introducing  readers  to  Middle-earth,
its  races,  and  the  first  hints  of  the



dark shadow that would later threaten
the entire world. For millions of fans,
reading The Hobbit before The Lord
o f  t h e  R i n g s  i s  n o t  j u s t
recommended—it is essential.  In this
article,  we  will  explore  how  The
Hobbit  prequel  to  Lord  of  the
Rings  lays  the  groundwork  for  the
larger story, examining its characters,
themes, and lasting legacy.

The Origins of Middle-
earth: From Children’s
Book to Epic Saga

Understanding The Hobbit  prequel
to Lord of the Rings begins with its

creation.  Tolkien  wrote  The  Hobbit
almost  by  accident,  telling  bedtime
stories  to  his  children.  The  tale  of
Bilbo Baggins, a comfort-loving hobbit
who joins  a  company of  dwarves  to
reclaim  their  homeland  from  the
dragon  Smaug,  was  init ial ly  a
standalone  adventure.  However,  the
seeds  of  something  larger  were
planted:  the  mysterious  Ring  Bilbo
finds  in  Gollum’s  cave,  the  growing
power  of  the  Necromancer  (later
revealed  to  be  Sauron),  and  the
ancient alliances between elves, men,
and dwarves. These elements, barely
touched upon in The Hobbit, become
central to The Lord of the Rings.
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When Tolkien’s publisher asked for a
sequel, he began writing what would
become The Lord of the Rings.  That
sequel evolved into a vast mythology
requiring  extensive  backstory.  The
Hobbit  prequel  to  Lord  of  the
Rings  naturally  serves  as  that
backstory,  providing  the  inciting
incidents  and  character  arcs  that
propel  the  later  narrative.

Key Narrative
Connections: How The
Hobbit Sets the Stage

The most  obvious  link  between The
Hobbit  prequel  to  Lord  of  the

Rings is the One Ring. In The Hobbit,
Bilbo  finds  the  Ring  in  the  dark
tunnels beneath the Misty Mountains.
At the time, it seems like a magic ring
of  invisibility—a  useful  trinket  for  a
burglar. But in The Lord of the Rings,
we  learn  that  this  is  the  One Ring,
forged  by  the  Dark  Lord  Sauron  to
control the other Rings of Power. The
seemingly small event of Bilbo picking
up the Ring sets in motion the entire
quest  to  destroy  it.  Without  The
Hobbit,  the  reader  would  have  no
context  for  the  Ring’s  power  or  its
corrupting influence.



The Characters Who Bridge
Both Books

Several characters appear in both The
Hobbit and The Lord of the Rings,
creating a seamless continuum:

Gandalf – In both stories,
Gandalf is the wise and
mysterious wizard who
orchestrates events. In The
Hobbit, he chooses Bilbo for the
dwarves’ journey; in The Lord of
the Rings, he guides the
Fellowship. His arc from a
meddler in minor affairs to a
champion against ultimate evil
begins in the prequel.

Elrond – The Elven lord who
hosts Bilbo and the dwarves in
Rivendell reappears as a key
advisor in The Lord of the Rings,
especially during the Council of
Elrond.
Gollum – Perhaps the most
important bridge character.
Introduced in The Hobbit as a
pitiful creature obsessed with his
“precious,” Gollum becomes a
tragic antagonist in The Lord of
the Rings, his fate tied
inextricably to the Ring.
Bilbo Baggins – The protagonist
of The Hobbit appears as an
aging figure in The Lord of the
Rings, passing the Ring (and the
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adventure) to his nephew Frodo.
Bilbo’s earlier experiences with
the Ring foreshadow the dangers
to come.

Thematic Foundations
in The Hobbit That
Echo in The Lord of
the Rings

The Hobbit prequel to Lord of the
Rings is not merely a plot prequel; it
establishes  key  themes  that  Tolkien
deepens in the later work:

The Corruption of Power

Bilbo’s  Ring—though presented  as  a
minor magical item—begins to exert a
pull on him. His reluctance to give it
up in The Lord of the Rings is already
hinted at in The Hobbit when he hides
its true nature from his companions.
This  seeds  the  theme  of  power’s
corrupting influence,  which becomes
the central moral conflict of The Lord
of the Rings.

The Value of Small, Unlikely
Heroes

Bilbo is a hobbit—small, unassuming,
and  fond  of  comfort.  Yet  he  proves



courageous and resourceful. This idea
that the least likely person can change
the  course  of  history  culminates  in
Frodo’s  journey  in  The  Lord  of  the
Rings. The Hobbit prequel to Lord
of the Rings introduces this concept
in a lighter, more whimsical tone, but
the serious weight of the theme grows
as the story progresses.

Good vs. Evil and the
Importance of Mercy

Bilbo spares Gollum’s life,  an act  of
pity  that  becomes prophetic.  In  The
Lord of  the Rings,  Gandalf  explicitly
says that Bilbo’s mercy may be crucial
later.  This  mercy  is  what  allows

Gollum to play a  pivotal  role  in  the
destruction of the Ring. The prequel
establishes  that  even  small  acts  of
kindness can have vast consequences
in a world at war.

Geographical and
Historical Connections

The Hobbit prequel to Lord of the
Rings also serves as a travelogue of
Middle-earth. The maps and locations
introduced in The Hobbit—the Shire,
Rivendell,  the  Misty  Mountains,
Mirkwood, the Lonely Mountain—are
revisited  in  The  Lord  of  the  Rings.
E a c h  l o c a t i o n  c a r r i e s  n e w
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significance. Mirkwood, once merely a
dark  and  dangerous  forest  in  the
prequel,  becomes the domain of  the
Wood-elves  and  a  strategic  point  in
the  War  of  the  Ring.  The  Shire,  a
simple  pastoral  homeland  in  The
Hobbit, is revealed in The Lord of the
Rings  to  be a microcosm of  all  that
must be defended.

Furthermore, The Hobbit introduces
the history of the dwarves, the dragon
Smaug,  and  the  Batt le  of  Five
Armies—events  that  shape  the
political landscape of Middle-earth. In
The Lord of the Rings, we learn that
the  defeat  of  Smaug  and  the  re-
establishment  of  the Kingdom under

the Mountain have far-reaching effects
on the war against Sauron.

Adaptations: Bringing
the Prequel to Life

Both The Hobbit  and The Lord of
the  Rings  have  been  adapted  into
major film trilogies by Peter Jackson.
The  film  version  of  The  Hobbit
prequel  to  Lord  of  the  Rings
(2012–2014)  expanded  the  story  to
three  films,  adding  material  from
Tolkien’s  appendices  and  other
writings  to  create  a  more  direct
narrative bridge. While the films were
more  action-oriented  and  filled  with



additional characters and events, they
reinforced  the  prequel’s  importance.
Viewers who watch The Hobbit films
before  The  Lord  o f  the  R ings
experience a linear story where they
see the Ring’s discovery,  the rise of
the  Necromancer,  and  the  personal
growth of characters like Gandalf and
Bilbo.

The  decision  to  adapt  The  Hobbit
prequel to Lord of the Rings into a
single  book  but  a  three-film  saga
sparked debate among purists, but it
also  highlighted  the  richness  of
Tolkien’s  world-building.  Even  with
the  additions,  the  core  relationship
remains:  The Hobbit  is  the essential

beginning.

Why Reading the
Prequel First Matters

For  new readers,  starting  with  The
Hobbit  prequel  to  Lord  of  the
Rings  i s  the  natural  order.  I t
introduces Middle-earth in a digestible
format, with a simpler story and more
accessible  language.  By  the  time
readers  open  The  Fellowship  of  the
Ring, they already care about hobbits,
understand  the  danger  of  the  Ring,
and  recognize  the  stakes.  The
emotional payoff is far greater when
Frodo inherits Bilbo’s quest.
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For seasoned fans,  returning to  The
Hobbit  after  The  Lord  of  the  Rings
reveals  layers  of  foreshadowing  and
irony.  Bilbo’s  lighthearted  adventure
becomes tinged with the knowledge of
what is to come. The interaction with
Gollum, the uneasy feeling about the
Ring’s  power,  the  quiet  hints  of
Sauron’s return—all these take on new
depth. The Hobbit prequel to Lord
of  the  Rings  works  both  as  an
introduction  and  as  a  re-reading
companion.

Literary Legacy of the

Prequel

Few  prequels  in  literature  are  as
tightly integrated with their sequels as
The Hobbit is with The Lord of the
Rings.  Tolkien  himself  revised  The
Hobbit  after writing The Lord of the
Rings  to  better  align  the  two  texts,
most notably in the chapter “Riddles
in the Dark,” where the Ring’s nature
was  altered  to  match  the  later
mythology.  This  careful  retroactive
continuity  demonstrates  that  the
prequel was not an afterthought but
an evolving part of the same cohesive
universe.

The  popularity  of  The  Hobbit



prequel to Lord of the Rings  has
also  influenced  countless  fantasy
authors. The idea of a “prequel” that
is lighter in tone but sets the stage for
a darker epic has become a common
structure. Series like Harry Potter and
His  Dark  Materials  follow  a  similar
pattern—starting with a more childlike
story  before  growing  into  complex,
adult-oriented conflicts.

Conclusion: A Prequel
That Stands on Its Own

The Hobbit prequel to Lord of the
Rings  is  far  more  than  a  simple
introduction.  It  is  a  self-contained

adventure that enriches and deepens
the  epic  that  follows.  From  the
d i s cove ry  o f  t he  R ing  t o  t he
introduction of Gollum, from Gandalf’s
machinations to the quiet heroism of a
hobbit,  The Hobbit  plants  the  seeds
that  bloom into the greatest  fantasy
saga ever written. Whether you read it
before or after The Lord of the Rings,
its power endures. For new readers, it
offers  an  inviting  entrance  into
Middle-earth. For returning fans, it is
a  treasure  trove  of  connections  and
meaning.  In  the  annals  of  fantasy
literature,  no prequel  has ever done
its job so well—and none is likely to
surpass it.


