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How To Turn On Home Sharing
On Itunes

Introduction to Home
Sharing on iTunes

In  today's  multi-device  households,
accessing your music, movies, TV shows,
and  podcasts  across  every  computer,
iPhone, iPad, or Apple TV can feel like a

logistical  puzzle.  Apple’s  Home  Sharing
feature offers a seamless solution, allowing
you to stream and copy content between
devices  connected  to  the  same  Wi-Fi
network.  Whether  you  want  to  listen  to
your carefully curated playlist on a laptop
in the kitchen or watch a film on the living
room Apple TV without re-downloading it,



Home Sharing is the key.

This guide will  walk you through exactly
how  to  turn  on  Home  Sharing  on
iTunes,  covering  the  prerequisites,  the
step-by-step  activation  process  on  Mac
and Windows, and how to enable it on your
Apple  TV  and  iOS  devices.  We’ll  also
address common issues and share tips to
get the most out of this built-in feature. By
the  end,  you’ll  have  a  fully  connected
media ecosystem that works effortlessly.

Understanding Home

Sharing: What It Does
and Why You Need It

Home Sharing is an Apple technology that
lets you share your iTunes library with up
to five computers and multiple iOS devices
or Apple TVs—all under the same Apple ID
and  on  the  same  local  network.  Once
turned on, you can:

Stream content from one
computer to another without copying
files.
Copy items from a shared library to
your own device (for example,
transfer a movie from your desktop
to your laptop).
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Access your library directly from
an Apple TV, iPhone, or iPad.
Share purchased content from
the iTunes Store with family
members (if you also set up Family
Sharing).

The feature is especially useful for homes
where  multiple  people  have  their  own
computers  but  want  access to  a  central
media  collection.  It  also  eliminates  the
need  to  physically  transfer  files  using
external  drives  or  cloud  services.

Prerequisites for

Enabling Home
Sharing

Before  diving  into  the  steps  to  turn  on
Home Sharing, make sure you meet these
requirements:

Same Apple ID: All computers and
devices must be signed into iTunes
or the TV app using the same Apple
ID.
Same Wi‑Fi network: All devices
must be connected to the same local
wireless network. Home Sharing
does not work over cellular data or
different networks.
Updated software: Use the latest



version of iTunes on Windows or
macOS (if using macOS Catalina or
later, Home Sharing is managed
through the Music app and Apple TV
app, not iTunes). For older macOS
versions, iTunes is still the hub.
iTunes Store authorization: Each
computer that will share content
must be authorized with your Apple
ID (up to five computers per
account).

If you are using macOS Catalina, Big Sur,
Monterey,  or  later,  note that  the iTunes
app has been replaced by separate Music,
TV, and Podcasts apps. The Home Sharing
settings are now found in these apps. This
guide will cover both scenarios.

How To Turn On Home
Sharing On iTunes
(Mac and Windows)

Activating  Home  Sharing  in  iTunes  is
straightforward.  Follow these steps for  a
computer  running  Windows  or  macOS
Mojave  or  earlier  (where  iTunes  is  still
present).

Step 1: Open iTunes and Sign In

Launch iTunes on your computer.  If  you
aren’t  already signed in with your Apple
ID, go to the menu bar and select Account
> Sign In.  Enter  your  credentials.  This
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Apple ID will  be used for  Home Sharing
across all devices.

Step 2: Access the Home
Sharing Option

In  iTunes,  navigate  to  File  >  Home
Sharing > Turn On Home Sharing. (On
Windows, the menu bar is usually visible;
on a Mac, you may need to click on the
iTunes name in the top-left corner if the
menu bar is hidden.)

Step 3: Enter Your Apple ID
Password (if prompted)

A  dialog  box  will  appear  asking  you  to
confirm  your  Apple  ID  and  enter  your

password. This is to verify that you are the
owner of the account. Type your password
and click Turn On Home Sharing.

Step 4: Verify the Connection

After  a  few  seconds,  you  should  see  a
message that Home Sharing is now active.
The iTunes sidebar will display any other
Home  Sharing-enabled  computers  or
devices on the network under the Shared
section. You can now browse and stream
content from those libraries.

How To Turn On Home



Sharing on macOS
Catalina and Later
(Music / TV App)

If  you’re  on  macOS  10.15  or  later,  the
process is slightly different because iTunes
no  longer  exists.  Home  Sharing  is  now
configured  via  the  Music  app  and  the
Apple  TV  app  separately.

Enable Home Sharing in the
Music App

Open the Music app.1.
From the menu bar, choose Music >2.
Preferences (or press Command +

,).
Click the General tab.3.
Check the box for Share Media4.
with other devices on the same
Wi‑Fi network. A dialog will appear
prompting you to enter your Apple
ID password—do so and click Turn
On Home Sharing.
Click OK to save the preferences.5.

Enable Home Sharing in the
Apple TV App

Similarly, you need to enable sharing for
movies and TV shows:

Open the TV app.1.
Go to TV > Preferences.2.
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Click the General tab and check3.
Share Media with other devices
on the same Wi‑Fi network.
Authenticate with your Apple ID4.
password.

Once both apps have Home Sharing turned
on, your Mac will appear in the shared list
on  other  computers,  Apple  TV,  and  iOS
devices.

How To Turn On Home
Sharing on Apple TV

Setting up Home Sharing on an Apple TV
lets you access your iTunes library directly
from your television. Here’s how:

For Apple TV 4K or Apple TV HD
(with tvOS)

Go to Settings on the home screen.1.
Select Users and Accounts (on2.
older tvOS versions, it may be under
Accounts).
Choose Home Sharing.3.
Sign in with the same Apple ID you4.
used on your computers.
Once signed in, you’ll see your5.
shared libraries appear in the
Computers app on the Apple TV.

For Older Apple TV Models



(2nd/3rd generation)

Open Settings > Computers.1.
Turn on Home Sharing.2.
Enter your Apple ID and password. If3.
you have two-factor authentication
enabled, you might need an
app‑specific password.
After logging in, go to the4.
Computers icon on the home
screen to browse your library.

Now your Apple TV can stream any music,
movies,  TV  shows,  podcasts,  and  home
videos that are in your iTunes library.

How To Access Shared
Libraries on iPhone,
iPad, and iPod Touch

Once  you’ve  enabled  Home  Sharing  on
your  computer,  your  iOS  device  can
connect  to  that  library.  Here’s  how  to
access it:

Open the Apple TV app (or Music1.
app if you want music, or the
iTunes Store app on older iOS
versions).
Tap on the Library tab at the2.
bottom (in the TV app) or tap
Library in the Music app.
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Select the Home Sharing icon (it3.
looks like a house with an arrow) or
tap on your computer’s name under
Shared Libraries.
If prompted, tap Connect and wait4.
for the library to load.

You can now stream any content directly
to your iPhone or iPad without syncing or
downloading. To download items for offline
use,  tap the download button next  to  a
song or movie (if allowed by the library’s
settings).

Troubleshooting

Common Home
Sharing Issues

Sometimes Home Sharing doesn’t work as
expected. Below are typical problems and
their solutions.

Devices Not Showing Up in
Shared Libraries

Check Wi‑Fi: Ensure all devices are
on the same network. A guest
network or a separate VLAN can
block Home Sharing.
Restart iTunes/Music app: Close
the app completely and reopen it.



Restart devices: Power cycle your
computers, Apple TV, and iOS
devices.
Update software: Make sure your
devices have the latest operating
system updates.

Apple ID Conflict

Home Sharing requires the same Apple ID
on all devices. If you see a message like
“This Apple ID is already in use for Home
Sharing,” you may have reached the limit
of  five  computers.  Go  to  iTunes  >
Account  >  View  My  Account  and
manage  author i zed  computers .
Deauthorize  old  ones  if  necessary.

Home Sharing Turns Off
Automatically

This can happen if your network has weak
signal or interference. Try moving devices
closer to the router. Also, check that your
firewall  or  security  software  isn’t  blocking
ports  used by  Home Sharing  (TCP 3689
and UDP 1024, 1025, 1026, 1027).

Content Not Playing or Slow
Streaming

Low bandwidth can cause buffering. Pause
other  heavy  network  activities  during
streaming. Also, if you are trying to stream
4K  video,  ensure  your  Wi‑Fi  speed  is
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sufficient;  consider  using  Ethernet  for  the
host computer.

Tips for a Smooth
Home Sharing
Experience

Keep iTunes library organized: A
well‑sorted library with correct
metadata makes it easier to browse
on remote devices.
Use Home Sharing with Family
Sharing: You can combine both to
share purchases without logging all
family members into one Apple ID.
Turn off Home Sharing when not

needed: If you travel, disable Home
Sharing to prevent unwanted access
or battery drain (especially on iOS).
Label your computers: Give each
computer a descriptive name in the
Sharing preferences so you can
easily identify them in the shared
list.

Benefits of Turning On
Home Sharing

Beyond  the  obvious  convenience,  Home
Sharing enriches your media experience in
several ways:

Centralized library: Keep all your



media stored on one powerful
computer and access it from any
device.

Save storage space: No need to
duplicate files across devices;
stream instead.


