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Garfield His Nine Lives By Jim Davis

Introduction: A Feline Journey
Through Nine Lives

When  you  think  of  iconic  comic  strip  cats,  one  name
instantly leaps to mind: Garfield. Created by the talented
Jim  Davis,  this  lasagna-loving,  Monday-hating  orange
tabby has been a staple of humor and warmth for decades.
But beyond the daily gags and witty one-liners, there exists
a unique book that explores the very essence of the cat
himself: Garfield: His Nine Lives. Published in 1984, this
illustrated  volume  takes  readers  on  a  whimsical  yet
surprisingly deep journey through the potential past lives
of the beloved feline. In this article, we will dive into the
pages  of  Garfield:  His  Nine  Lives  by  Jim  Davis,
exploring  its  structure,  storytelling,  humor,  and  the
timeless appeal that makes it a treasured piece of Garfield
lore.

While  many  fans  know  Garfield  as  the  cynical,  food-
obsessed companion of Jon Arbuckle, Garfield: His Nine
Lives  offers  a  fresh  perspective.  Jim  Davis  uses  the
concept of a cat’s nine lives to imagine what Garfield might

have been before becoming the house cat we all know and
love. Each “life” is a distinct story spanning different eras
and  settings,  blending  historical  fantasy  with  classic
Garfield humor. This format not only entertains but also
deepens  our  appreciation  for  the  character’s  enduring
personality  traits—laziness,  gluttony,  and  a  touch  of
mischief—regardless  of  time  and  place.

The Concept Behind the Book

The idea of nine lives is deeply rooted in folklore about
cats. Jim Davis cleverly harnesses this myth to expand the
Garfield universe. Instead of a linear narrative, the book is
a collection of nine short stories, each depicting a different
incarnation  of  Garfield  throughout  history.  From
prehistoric  times  to  the  distant  future,  these  tales
showcase how the core of Garfield—his attitude, his love
for food, and his disdain for exertion—remains constant.
The  book’s  structure  allows  Davis  to  experiment  with
various genres, including adventure, medieval fantasy, sci-
fi, and even Victorian-era drama, all while maintaining the
signature comic charm.



Why Nine Lives?

Cats are famously said to have nine lives, and Jim Davis
uses  this  premise  as  a  creative  springboard.  Each  life
represents a different “what if?” scenario. What if Garfield
was a Roman gladiator? What if he was a Viking explorer?
What if  he was a detective in the 1920s? These playful
questions form the backbone of  the book. For longtime
fans,  it’s  a  delightful  way  to  see  a  familiar  character
reimagined repeatedly. For new readers, it’s an accessible
entry point into the world of Garfield, offering standalone
stories that require no prior knowledge.

Exploring Each Life: A Walk
Through History

Garfield:  His  Nine  Lives  by  Jim  Davis  is  best
experienced by savoring each individual life. Let’s take a
closer  look  at  the  nine  incarnations  that  make up  this
charming collection.

Life #1: Cave Cat

In the very first life, Garfield is a prehistoric feline living
among  early  humans.  He  discovers  fire  (or  rather,
discovers how to use it to warm his fur) and asserts his
dominance over the cave by sleeping in the warmest spot.
This  story  captures  the  primordial  version of  Garfield’s
laziness and ingenuity. The humor comes from seeing a

modern lazy cat inside a primitive setting—he still finds
ways to avoid work and enjoy a good meal (in this case,
raw fish).

Life #2: Egyptian Cat

Ancient Egypt is the backdrop for Garfield’s second life.
Here,  he  is  worshipped  as  a  god—a  cat  god  named
“Garfeld.”  Basking  in  adoration,  lounging  on  golden
pillows, and demanding offerings of the finest fish, this life
exemplifies Garfield’s regal side. Jim Davis pokes fun at
the ancient Egyptian reverence for cats, imagining what
might happen if a modern cat with a big ego were placed
on a pedestal. The illustrations are rich with hieroglyphics
and pyramids,  blending historical  detail  with cartoonish
humor.

Life #3: Medieval Knight Cat

Garfield dons armor in this third life, serving as a knight’s
loyal  but  utterly  unmotivated  companion.  Instead  of
slaying  dragons,  he  convinces  the  dragon  to  share  its
treasure—or better yet, its food. This story plays with the
trope of the brave knight, subverting it through Garfield’s
passive yet clever manipulation. His catchphrase “I don’t
do mornings” translates perfectly into a medieval “I don’t
go on quests before brunch.”
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Life #4: Renaissance Artist Cat

The  fourth  life  transports  Garfield  to  the  Italian
Renaissance,  where  he  discovers  his  love  for
painting—though only because he can sit  still  for hours
while eating grapes. He becomes a famous artist’s model,
but  his  real  talent  lies  in  “supervising”  the  creative
process. This incarnation highlights Garfield’s appreciation
for the finer things in life, like art, food, and comfort. It’s a
charming nod to the idea that even a lazy cat can be part
of a cultural renaissance.

Life #5: Pirate Cat

Ahoy! Garfield takes to the high seas as a pirate captain.
But rather than searching for gold, his pirate crew seeks
the ultimate treasure: an endless supply of seafood. This
life  is  action-packed  with  cannonballs  and  parrots,  but
Garfield remains true to form—he delegates all the work to
his shipmates and claims the best hammock. The pirate life
suits  him because it  involves constant  opportunities  for
snacks and naps.

Life #6: Victorian Cat

In the Victorian era, Garfield becomes the pampered pet of
a wealthy lady. He lives in a grand manor, eating from
silver  dishes  and  sleeping  on  velvet  cushions.  This  life
satirizes the stuffy etiquette of the time, as Garfield breaks
every  rule  of  proper  feline  behavior.  He  chases  mice

through the drawing-room, drinks cream from the finest
china, and generally behaves like a mischievous house cat.
The  Victorian  setting  allows  for  lavish  illustrations  and
witty commentary on social norms.

Life #7: Prohibition-Era Detective Cat

Garfield turns into a hard-boiled detective in the 1920s.
Dressed in a trench coat and fedora (or a tiny hat on his
cat head), he solves crimes involving stolen sausages and
missing milk. This life is a parody of film noir, complete
with  shadowy  alleys  and  femme fatale  mice.  Garfield’s
detective style is uniquely low-energy—he solves cases by
waiting for the culprit  to come to him, usually because
they smell his tuna sandwich. This story is a fan favorite
for its clever blend of mystery and comedy.

Life #8: Astronaut Cat

The  eighth  life  launches  Garfield  into  space.  As  an
astronaut on a mission to the moon, he discovers that zero
gravity is perfect for floating lazily and that space food
packets are essentially free lasagna (if you can call it that).
This sci-fi adventure captures Garfield’s adaptability—even
in the vast cosmos, his priorities remain eating, sleeping,
and  complaining.  The  futuristic  setting  also  allows  for
playful speculation about life support systems and alien
encounters.



Life #9: Modern Garfield

The  final  life  brings  Garfield  back  to  the  present—the
world familiar to fans of the comic strip. He lives with Jon
Arbuckle, battles with Odie, and grapples with the eternal
shortage  of  lasagna.  This  story  serves  as  a  grounding
conclusion, reminding readers why they love the Garfield
of today. It ties the whole book together by suggesting that
all the past lives have somehow shaped the cat we see in
the daily comics. It’s a wholesome ending that honors the
character’s roots.

Artistic and Narrative Style

Jim Davis’s artwork in Garfield: His Nine Lives is distinct
from the typical comic strip. Each story is rendered in a
style appropriate to its setting. The prehistoric life uses
rough, earthy tones; the Egyptian life features golds and
blues; the medieval life uses rich jewel colors. This artistic
variety keeps the book visually engaging and highlights
Davis’s  versatility  as  an  illustrator.  The  narrative  voice
remains  light  and  humorous,  with  punchlines  often
delivered  through  visual  gags  and  deadpan  captions.

The book is not a novel but a series of illustrated stories,
each around 20-30 pages. The text is sparse but effective,
allowing the images to  carry much of  the weight.  This
format makes it accessible to readers of all ages. Younger
audiences  enjoy  the  slapstick  humor,  while  adults
appreciate  the  historical  parodies  and  subtle  cultural

references.

Themes and Deeper Meaning

Beneath the surface of these funny adventures, Garfield:
His Nine Lives by Jim Davis explores themes of identity
and  consistency.  No  matter  what  era  or  occupation
Garfield  finds  himself  in,  his  core  personality  remains
intact.  This  suggests  that  some  traits—like  a  love  for
comfort,  food,  and  independence—are  timeless  and
universal.  It  also reflects  the idea that  our true nature
endures through changes in circumstance. For readers, it’s
reassuring to see a character who never compromises on
his principles (even if those principles involve napping).

Another  theme is  adaptability.  Garfield  might  complain
about change, but he always finds a way to thrive. Whether
in a cave or a spaceship, he leverages his cunning and
charm  to  secure  a  good  life.  This  subtle  message
encourages readers to find their own “lasagna”—the things
that make life enjoyable—regardless of the challenges they
face.

Semantically Related Keywords

To ensure a  rich SEO experience,  this  article  naturally
incorporates related terms such as:  “Jim Davis  Garfield
book,”  “cat  nine  lives  folklore,”  “Garfield  illustrated
stories,” “comic strip cat history,” “humorous cat books for
adults and children.” These phrases help search engines
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understand  the  content’s  context  without  resorting  to
keyword stuffing.

Impact on Garfield’s Legacy

Garfield: His Nine Lives remains a beloved entry in the
Garfield franchise. It was one of the first books to expand
beyond the daily strip format, demonstrating that Garfield
could carry longer narratives. The book has been reprinted
multiple  times and is  often recommended for  fans who
want a deeper dive into the character’s mythology. It also
inspired  later  specials  and  adaptations,  including  an
animated TV special (though the book stands on its own
artistic merit).

For collectors,  the original  1984 hardcover edition is  a
prized  possession.  But  the  book  is  widely  available  in
libraries  and online bookstores,  making it  accessible  to
new generations. Its timeless humor ensures that it ages
well, even as pop culture references evolve.

Why You Should Read This Book

If you are a Garfield fan, Garfield: His Nine Lives by Jim
Davis is essential reading. It offers a fresh perspective on
a familiar  friend.  If  you are new to Garfield,  this  book
serves as an excellent introduction,  providing nine self-
contained stories that capture the essence of the character
without requiring any background. The humor is universal,

the artwork is delightful, and the concept is clever enough
to engage even the most reluctant reader.

For parents, reading this book aloud to children can spark
conversations  about  history,  myths,  and  the  value  of
individuality. Each life offers a mini history lesson wrapped
in a comedy package. And for adults who grew up reading
Garfield, this book is a nostalgic journey back to simpler
times, reminding us of the joy that a single lazy cat can
bring.

Conclusion: The Staying Power of a
Nine-Lived Cat

In the vast landscape of comic strip characters, few have
achieved the enduring popularity  of  Garfield.  Jim Davis
created a feline that embodies both our best and worst
impulses—a  creature  of  pure  id  who  somehow  makes
laziness lovable. Garfield: His Nine Lives is a testament
to that creation, offering a multifaceted exploration of a
character who is far more than just a cat. Through nine
historical  and  fantastical  incarnations,  we  see  that
Garfield’s spirit is eternal. Whether in a cave, a palace, or
a space station, he will always find a comfortable spot, a
full belly, and a reason to smirk.

This book remains a must-read for anyone who appreciates
clever  humor,  artistic  variety,  and  a  good-natured
celebration of feline nature. So grab a copy, put your feet



up, and enjoy nine lives’ worth of laughs with Garfield. After all, once you’ve experienced all nine, you’ll realize
that one life with this cat is simply not enough.


