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Sample Resume For
Students Still In

College

Why College
Students
Need a
Professional
Resume Early

You  are  sitting  in  a
lecture  hall,  and  the
professor mentions that
a  well-known company
is hosting an internship
fair  on  campus  next
week.  Your  stomach
tightens.  You  have
n e v e r  w r i t t e n  a
professional  resume,
and  you  are  only  a

sophomore  or  junior.
T h e  t h o u g h t  o f
competing  against
upperclassmen  with
more  experience  feels
intimidating.  However,
t h e  t r u t h  i s  t h a t
employers  are  not
expecting  you  to  have
ten years of experience
or  a  long  list  of  past
jobs.  They  are  looking
f o r  p o t e n t i a l ,
enthusiasm, and a clear
demonstration  of  the
s k i l l s  y o u  h a v e
developed  so  far.  This
is precisely why having
a  s t r o n g  s a m p l e
resume  for  students



still in college  is one
of  the  most  important
tools  you  can  build
right  now.  It  opens
doors  to  internships,
p a r t - t i m e  w o r k ,
research  assistant
positions,  and  even
your first full-time role
after graduation.

A resume written while
you  are  still  enrolled
shows initiative. It tells
an  employer  that  you
are organized, forward-
thinking,  and  serious
about your professional
growth.  Even  if  you
have  never  he ld  a
formal job, you possess
transferable skills from
g r o u p  p r o j e c t s ,
volunteer work, campus
l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d
c o u r s e w o r k .  T h e
challenge  is  learning
how  to  frame  those
experiences effectively.
In  this  guide,  you will
find  a  comprehensive

breakdown  of  what  to
i n c l u d e ,  h o w  t o
s t r u c t u r e  y o u r
d o c u m e n t ,  a n d  a
r e a l i s t i c  sample
resume  for  students
still  in  college  that
you can adapt to your
own  background.  By
the  end,  you  will  feel
r e a d y  t o  c r e a t e  a
r e s u m e  t h a t  g e t s
noticed,  even  if  your
work history is limited.

The Unique
Challenge of
Building a
Resume as a
Current
Student

Many  students  believe
they  have  nothing  to
p u t  o n  a  r e s u m e
because they lack paid
employment.  This  is  a
c o m m o n
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misconception.  When
recruiters  look  at  a
resume from a current
college  student,  they
evaluate several factors
beyond job titles. They
assess  your  academic
discipline,  your  ability
to  manage  deadlines,
your  involvement  in
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
activities,  and  your
communication skills. A
sample  resume  for
students  s t i l l  in
c o l l e g e  s h o u l d
highlight  academic
achievements,  relevant
coursework,  and  any
hands-on  projects  that
demonstrate  practical
application  of  your
knowledge.

Additionally,  you  have
the advantage of being
i n  a  l e a r n i n g
e n v i r o n m e n t .
Employers  understand
that  you  are  in  the
process  of  acquiring

skills,  so  they  value
your  willingness  to
learn.  Your  resume
should reflect a growth
mindset.  Instead  of
focusing  on  what  you
lack,  emphasize  what
you have accomplished
within  the  context  of
your  college  career.
For example, if you led
a  team  project  in  a
marketing  class,  that
experience  is  just  as
valid as a part-time job.
The key is to present it
w i t h  t h e  s a m e
professionalism  and
detail you would use for
a corporate role.

Essential
Sections for a
College
Student
Resume

When  building  your



resume,  you  should
i n c l u d e  s p e c i f i c
sections that  are most
relevant to your current
s t a g e .  W h i l e  a
pro fess iona l  wi th
t w e n t y  y e a r s  o f
experience might focus
heavily on work history,
your  resume  should
prioritize  education,
ski l ls ,  and  campus
involvement. Below are
the  essential  sections
every  student  should
consider  including.

Contact
Information

T h i s  s e c t i o n  i s
straightforward  but
of ten  over looked.
Include your full name,
a  professional  email
address  (preferably
your college email or a
custom  address  based
on your name), a phone
number ,  and  your
LinkedIn profile  if  you

have one. You may also
include  your  city  and
state,  but  a  full  street
address  is  no  longer
necessary.  Make  sure
y o u r  c o n t a c t
information  is  clearly
visible at the top of the
page.  In  a  sample
resume  for  students
still  in  college,  this
section should be clean
and easy to find.

Education

Your education section
is  the  most  important
part of your resume as
a  current  student.  It
should  appear  directly
after  your  contact
information.  Include
t h e  n a m e  o f  y o u r
college  or  university,
the  degree  you  are
p u r s u i n g ,  y o u r
expected  graduation
date,  and  your  major
and minor. If your GPA
is  3.0  or  higher,  you
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should  include  it.  You
can  also  list  relevant
coursework that aligns
w i t h  t h e  j o b  o r
internship  you  are
app l y ing  f o r .  Fo r
example,  if  you  are
a p p l y i n g  f o r  a n
accounting  internship,
l i s t  c o u r s e s  l i k e
Financial  Accounting,
Managerial Accounting,
and  Audit ing.  This
shows  the  employer
t h a t  y o u  h a v e
f o u n d a t i o n a l
knowledge.

Experience

Do not skip this section
simply  because  you
have not been paid for
your  work.  Experience
includes  internships,
volunteer  roles,  part-
time  jobs,  freelance
w o r k ,  a n d  e v e n
significant  academic
projects.  Use  action
verbs to describe your

responsibilities  and
achievements. For each
r o l e ,  p r o v i d e  t h e
organization  name,
your title, location, and
the  dates  you  were
involved.  Under  each
entry, use bullet points
to  describe  your  key
contributions.  Quantify
when  possible.  For
instance,  instead  of
saying "helped organize
a n  e v e n t , "  s a y
"coordinated a campus
event attended by 200
s t u d e n t s . "  T h i s
a p p r o a c h  a d d s
credibility  and  impact
t o  y o u r  s a m p l e
resume  for  students
still in college.

Skills

Your  skil ls  section
should  be  concise  and
targeted.  Include  hard
skills like programming
languages,  software
proficiency,  foreign



l a n g u a g e s ,  a n d
laboratory  techniques.
Soft  ski l ls  such  as
c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,
t e a m w o r k ,  a n d
leadership  are  also
valuable,  but  try  to
demonstrate  them
t h r o u g h  y o u r
exper ience  bu l le t
points  rather  than
simply  listing  them.
Tailor  this  section  to
the specific job you are
applying for. If the job
description  mentions
Excel, make sure Excel
is  listed  in  your  skills
sec t ion  i f  you  are
proficient.

Campus
Involvement and
Leadership

Being  part  of  student
organizations,  sports
teams,  or  volunteer
groups shows that you
a r e  e n g a g e d  a n d
capable of working with

others.  List  any  clubs
or organizations where
you  held  a  leadership
role  or  contributed
significantly.  Include
t h e  n a m e  o f  t h e
organization,  your
position,  and  a  brief
description  of  your
responsibilities.  This
section can be merged
with  experience if  you
prefer,  but  keeping  it
separate  often  helps
h i g h l i g h t  y o u r
e x t r a c u r r i c u l a r
strengths.

Projects

If  you have  completed
significant  projects  as
p a r t  o f  y o u r
coursework or personal
initiatives,  dedicate  a
section to them. This is
especially important for
students in technical or
c r e a t i v e  f i e l d s .
Describe  the  project
goal,  your  role,  the
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tools  or  methods  you
used, and the outcome.
F o r  e x a m p l e ,  a
computer  sc ience
student  might  list  a
m o b i l e  a p p  t h e y
developed  for  a  class,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
p r o g r a m m i n g
languages used and any
tes t ing  resu l t s .  A
marketing  student
might  describe  a  full
c a m p a i g n  t h e y
d e s i g n e d  f o r  a
hypothetical  brand.
This  section  can  set
your resume apart from
others  who  only  list
work  experience.

How to Write
Each Section:
Practical Tips

Writing a  resume is  a
skill that improves with
practice.  The following
tips will help you craft

each  section  of  your
sample  resume  for
students  s t i l l  in
college  with  clarity
and  professionalism.

Use a Clear,
Simple Format

Recruiters  spend  an
average  of  six  to  ten
seconds  scanning  a
r e s u m e .  I f  y o u r
document  is  cluttered
or  difficult  to  read,  it
will  be ignored. Use a
c lean  l ayou t  w i th
consistent  font  sizes,
adequate  white  space,
and  c l ear  sec t i on
headings.  Choose  a
professional  font  such
as  Arial,  Calibri,  or
Times  New  Roman.
Keep  the  font  s ize
between  10  and  12
points  for  body  text,
and  slightly  larger  for
headings.  Save  your
resume as a PDF unless
the  employer  requests



a Word document. This
e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e
formatting  remains
intact  across  different
devices.

Tailor Your
Resume for Each
Application

One  of  the  biggest
mistakes students make
is  sending  the  same
r e s u m e  t o  e v e r y
employer.  Instead,
customize your resume
for  each  application.
R e v i e w  t h e  j o b
description  carefully
and  identify  the  key
skills and qualifications
t h e  e m p l o y e r  i s
seeking.  Then,  adjust
your  bullet  points  and
s k i l l s  s e c t i o n  t o
highlight  your  most
relevant  experiences.
This may mean moving
certain sections around
o r  o m i t t i n g  l e s s
relevant information. A

tailored  resume  shows
that you have taken the
time to understand the
role  and  that  you  are
genuinely interested.

Focus on
Achievements,
Not Just Duties

Employers want to see
the impact you made in
your  previous  roles.
Instead of listing tasks,
focus on achievements.
For  example,  if  you
worked  as  a  campus
tour  guide ,  do  not
simply say "gave tours
t o  p r o s p e c t i v e
students."  Instead,  say
"led  weekly  campus
tours for groups of up
to  25  prospec t i ve
students  and  their
families,  increasing
enrollment inquiries by
15%."  Even  if  you  do
n o t  h a v e  e x a c t
numbers,  estimate  or
describe  the  outcome.



Sample Resume For Students Still In
College

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Vega
& Emerson • Explore the unseen. • Page 9

This  approach  makes
your  sample  resume
for  students  still  in
college  much  more
compelling.

Incorporate
Keywords
Naturally

Many  companies  use
Applicant  Tracking
S y s t e m s  ( A T S )  t o
screen resumes before
a  human  ever  sees
them.  These  systems
s c a n  f o r  s p e c i f i c
keywords related to the
job.  To  increase  your
chances of passing the
initial  screen,  include
relevant keywords from
the  job  description
t h r o u g h o u t  y o u r
resume.  However,  do
n o t  s t u f f  t h e m  i n
unnaturally.  Instead,
weave  them  into  your
bullet points and skills
section. For instance, if
t h e  j o b  r e q u i r e s

"customer  service,"
m e n t i o n  y o u r
experience  handling
inquiries  or  resolving
issues  in  a  previous
volunteer  role.

A Realistic
Sample
Resume for
Students Still
in College

Below is an example of
what a  strong sample
resume  for  students
still  in college  might
look  l ike.  This  is  a
t e m p l a t e  y o u  c a n
adapt. The student is a
junior  majoring  in
B u s i n e s s
Administration  with  a
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n
Marketing.  Note  how
the education section is
prominent,  and  the
experience  section



includes  both  a  part-
t i m e  j o b  a n d  a
significant  academic
project.

Jessica Martinez
jessica.martinez@email
.edu | (555) 123-4567 |
linkedin.com/in/jessica
martinez | Austin, TX

Education
University  of  Texas  at
Austin
Bachelor  of  Business
Adminis trat ion  in
Marketing  (Expected
May  2026)
GPA: 3.6 / 4.0
Relevant  Coursework:
Digital  Marketing,
Consumer  Behavior,
Marketing  Analytics,
B u s i n e s s
Communication

Experience
Marketing  Intern  |
S ta r tup  Connec t ,
Austin, TX | June 2024 –
August 2024

Assisted in
developing social
media content for
Instagram and
LinkedIn,
resulting in a 20%
increase in
follower
engagement over
three months.
Conducted
competitor
analysis and
compiled weekly
reports for the
marketing team,
helping to refine
the company's
content strategy.
Drafted email
newsletters for a
subscriber base of
5,000 users,
achieving an
average open rate
of 35%.

Student  Ambassador
| University Admissions
Office,  Austin,  TX  |
September  2023  –
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Present

Represent the
university at
recruitment
events, speaking
with prospective
students and their
families about
academic
programs and
campus life.
Lead campus
tours for groups
of up to 30
visitors,
highlighting key
facilities and
student resources.
Collaborate with a
team of ten
ambassadors to
plan and execute
admission open
houses attended
by over 500
guests.

Project: Social Media
Campaign  for  Local
Business  |  Marketing

Capstone  Course  |
Spring  2024

Developed a
comprehensive
social media
marketing plan for
a local coffee
shop, including
content calendars,
audience
personas, and
budget proposals.
Created sample
graphics and copy
using Canva and
Adobe Spark,
which the
business later
adopted for their
actual campaigns.
Presented the
final project to the
business owner
and received
positive feedback
for actionable
recommendations.

Skills

Digital Tools:



Microsoft Office
Suite, Google
Analytics, Canva,
Adobe Spark,
Hootsuite
Languages:
English (Native),
Spanish
(Conversational)
Soft Skills: Public
Speaking, Team
Collaboration,
Time
Management,
Problem Solving

Campus Involvement
Vice  Pres ident  |
American  Marketing
Association  Student
Chapter | January 2024
– Present

Coordinate guest
speaker events
and networking
sessions for a
membership of 40
students.
Manage the
chapter's social

media accounts
and create
promotional
materials for
events.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid

Even  with  a  strong
sample  resume  for
students  s t i l l  in
co l l ege ,  c e r t a i n
mistakes  can  derail
your chances. Avoiding
these  pitfalls  will  help
you present a polished
a n d  p r o f e s s i o n a l
document.

Including
Irrelevant
Information

Your  resume  is  not  a
complete  biography.
Leave  out  high  school
achievements  unless
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they  are  extraordinary
and directly relevant to
the  position.  Similarly,
avoid listing hobbies or
personal  interests
u n l e s s  t h e y
demonstrate  a  skill  or
trait  the  employer
values.  Every  line  on
your  resume  should
serve  a  purpose  and
s u p p o r t  y o u r
candidacy.

Using an
Unprofessional
Email Address

A n  e m a i l  l i k e
"partygirl99@email.co
m"  wi l l  not  make  a
good  impress ion .
Create  a  simple  email
address using your first
and last  name,  or  use
your  college-provided
email. This small detail
can make a significant
difference  in  how  you
are perceived.
Making Spelling
or Grammar
Errors

A resume with ty


