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Paper Doll Chain
Template

The Timeless
Charm of the
Paper Doll
Chain
Template: A
Comprehensi
ve Guide to
Crafting,
Creativity,
and
Connection

There is something

a line of joined figures,
each holding hands
with the next. This
simple act of craft,
often associated with
childhood classrooms
and rainy afternoons,
is made infinitely
easier and more
versatile with the use
of a paper doll chain
template. Whether
you are a teacher
planning a classroom
activity, a parent
seeking a screen-free
project, or a crafter
looking for a
customizable design
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world of creative
possibilities. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore
everything you need to
know about paper doll
chain templates, from
their historical roots to
advanced creative
variations, ensuring
you have all the tools
necessary to create
beautiful, connected
paper figures.

What Exactly Is a
Paper Doll Chain
Template?

A paper doll chain
template is a pre-
designed pattern,
typically printed on a
single sheet of paper,
that guides the user in
cutting a connected
series of figures.
Unlike drawing
freehand, a template
provides precise
outlines for the doll

shapes, ensuring that
the arms align
perfectly at the edges
so the chain remains
intact after cutting.
These templates range
from simple humanoid
silhouettes to
elaborate themed
figures like animals,
holiday characters, or
historical costumes.
The key feature of any
good template is the
inclusion of fold
guidelines and
cutting lines that
help even beginners
achieve a successful,
unbroken chain of
paper dolls.

The Rich History
of Paper Doll
Chains

Before diving into
modern template
usage, it is worth
appreciating the
history behind this
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craft. Paper doll
chains, also known as
paper chains or cut-
paper chains, have
roots in German
Scherenschnitte, the
art of paper cutting
that dates back to the
16th century. Early
templates were hand-
drawn and passed
down through families.
By the 19th century,
mass-produced paper
doll books became
popular, and the
concept of chain
cutting evolved as a
way to demonstrate
skill and patience. The
paper doll chain
template we
recognize today
became a staple in
educational settings
during the 20th
century, valued for
teaching fine motor

Understanding this
history adds depth to
what might otherwise
be considered a simple
childhood pastime.

Why Use a Paper
Doll Chain
Template? Key
Benefits

Many crafters wonder
whether they truly
need a template or can
simply fold and cut
freehand. While
freehand cutting has
its own merits, a
dedicated paper doll
chain template offers
several distinct
advantages:

¢ Precision and
Symmetry:
Templates ensure
that every figure
in the chain is

identical in size

skills symmetry and
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achieve with
freehand cutting.
Time Efficiency:
With a template,
you skip the
drawing stage
entirely. Print,
fold, cut, and you
are done in
minutes.
Accessibility for
All Skill Levels:
Young children,
individuals with
limited fine
motor control,
and even
experienced
crafters benefit
from the clear
visual guide a
template
provides.
Endless
Thematic
Options: From
princesses to
pumpkins,
reindeer to
robots, templates
allow you to

create chains
that match any
occasion or
lesson plan.

* Reusability: A
single template
can be printed on
various paper
types or used as
a tracing guide
for thicker
materials like
cardstock or felt.

Exploring
Different Types of
Paper Doll Chain
Templates

Not all templates are
created equal. The
diversity available
today means you can
find a paper doll
chain template for
virtually any purpose.
Here are the most
common categories:
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Classic Human
Figure Templates

These are the standard
boy-and-girl

silhouettes that most
people envision when
they think of paper
doll chains. They often
include simple facial

features, clothing
outlines, and hair
shapes. These are
ideal for general
classroom use, family
projects, or
decoration.

Holiday and
Seasonal Templates

Seasonal templates
add festivity to any
occasion. Think of
Halloween ghost
chains, Thanksgiving
turkey chains,
Christmas elf chains,
or Valentine heart-

chain template turns
a simple craft into a
holiday decoration.

Animal and Nature
Templates

From dancing bears to
swimming fish, animal
chain templates are
especially popular with
young children. These
templates often
simplify the animal
shape while keeping
the connecting arms or
paws clearly defined.

Customizable Blank
Templates

For advanced users,
blank templates
provide only the
outline and connecting
points, allowing you to
draw in faces,
clothing, or intricate
details after cutting.
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structure and creative
freedom.

Digital and SVG
Templates

With the rise of digital
crafting, many paper
doll chain templates
are now available as
SVG files for use with
cutting machines like
Cricut or Silhouette.
These digital
templates automate
the cutting process
and allow for precise
scaling.

Step-by-Step
Guide: How to
Use a Paper Doll
Chain Template

Using a paper doll
chain template is
straightforward, but
attention to detail
makes the difference
between a perfect
chain and a broken

one. Follow these
steps for consistent
results:

1. Select and Print
Your Template:
Choose a paper
doll chain
template that
suits your
project. Print it
on standard 8.5 x
11 inch paper.
For sturdier
dolls, use
cardstock or light
construction
paper.

2. Prepare the
Paper: Most
templates require
you to fold the
paper into a fan
or accordion fold.
Ensure your folds
are sharp and
even. The
number of folds
determines how
many dolls are in
the chain.
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Typically, four
folds yield four to
six dolls
depending on the
template design.
. Align the
Template: Place
the template on
the folded paper
so that the arms
of the dolls align
exactly with the
folded edges.
This is the most
critical step. The
arms must touch
the folds for the
chain to remain
connected.

. Secure the
Template: Use
paper clips or a
small piece of
tape to hold the
template in place
while you cut.
This prevents
slipping, which

Cut along the
solid lines of the
template. Avoid
cutting through
the folded edges
where the arms
are located. This
is where
beginners most
often make
mistakes.

. Unfold Slowly:

Gently unfold the
paper to reveal
your chain of
connected dolls.
If any cuts are
incomplete, use
scissors to tidy
them up at this
stage.

. Decorate Your

Chain: Now the
fun begins. Use
markers, colored
pencils, crayons,
stickers, or even
fabric scraps to

canruin the

adorneach
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identical, you can
choose to
decorate them
uniformly or give
each one a
unique
personality.

Creative Ideas to
Elevate Your
Paper Doll Chains

Once vyou have
mastered the basic
technique, consider
these creative
approaches to make
your paper doll chain
template projects
stand out:

¢ Create a
Storytelling
Chain: Have
each doll
represent a
different
character in a
story. Use the
chain as a visual
aid while telling a

tale to children
or students.

e World Culture

Chains: Use
templates that
represent
traditional
costumes from
different
countries. This is
an excellent
educational
activity for
geography or
social studies
lessons.

Family Tree
Chains:
Personalize a
template to
represent
members of a
family. Add
labels, ages, or
favorite hobbies
to each figure.
Color-Gradient
Chains: Print the
same template on
papers that
gradually change
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color, creating an
ombre effect
when the chain is
assembled.
Mixed-Media
Chains: After
cutting, attach
your paper dolls
to string or
ribbon using
small tabs,
creating a
hanging garland.
Add beads or
small
embellishments
between figures.
Giant
Classroom
Chains: Tape
multiple
templates
together to
create an extra-
long chain that
can wrap around
a classroom or
bulletin board.

doll chain inside
a shadow box
frame for a
unique piece of
dimensional wall
art.

Troubleshooting
Common Issues
with Paper Doll
Chain Templates

Even experienced
crafters encounter
challenges. Here are
solutions to the most
frequent problems:

Problem: The dolls
are not connected
after cutting.

Solution: This usually
happens when the
template arms do not
extend all the way to
the folded edge.

Double—check
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Problem: The paper
tears when
unfolding.
Solution: Use thinner
paper for complex
templates or make
sure your scissors are
sharp. Dull blades
crush the paper fibers,
leading to tears. Also,
unfold slowly and
gently.

Problem: The figures
look uneven.
Solution: This is often
the result of uneven
folding. Use a bone
folder or the edge of a
ruler to create sharp,
consistent creases.

Problem: The
template is too small
or too large.

Solution: Adjust the
scale when printing.
Most PDF templates
allow you to print at
various sizes. Test on
plain paper first before

using your final paper.

Digital Versus
Printable Paper
Doll Chain
Templates

When searching for a
paper doll chain
template, you will
encounter both
printable PDF files and
digital SVG files.
Understanding the
difference helps you
choose the right
format for your needs.

Printable PDF
Templates: These are
designed for hand
cutting. They include
clear fold lines, cutting
guides, and often
decorative details.
They are ideal for
classrooms, homes,
and anyone who enjoys
the tactile experience
of cutting paper with
scissors. Most
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printable templates
are free or very low
cost.

Digital SVG
Templates: These are
intended for electronic
cutting machines. They
require a subscription
or one-time purchase
for the software and
the physical machine.
The advantage is
precision, speed, and
the ability to cut
intricate details that
would be difficult to
achieve by hand.
Digital templates also
allow you to resize
without losing quality.

Both formats have
their place. Many
crafters keep a library
of printable templates
for quick projects and

Educational
Applications of
Paper Doll Chain
Templates

Educators have long
recognized the value
of the paper doll
chain template as a
teaching tool. Beyond
the obvious benefits

for fine motor
development, these
templates support

learning in multiple
domains:

e Mathematics:
Students learn
about symmetry,
patterns,
fractions (how
folds relate to the
number of dolls),
and geometric
shapes.

¢ Social Studies:
Themed
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or historical
periods can
introduce
students to
diversity and
history.

Art and Design:
Templates teach
principles of
repetition,
rhythm, and
balance. Students
can explore color
theory by
decorating their
chains.
Language Arts:
Use completed
chains as
characters for
storytelling,
sequencing
activities, or as
props for
dramatic play.
Collaboration:
Group projects
where each
student
decorates a
single chain

segment that is
later joined
together teach
teamwork and
collective
responsibility.

Where to Find
High-Quality
Paper Doll Chain
Templates

Finding the perfect
template is easier than
ever. Here are reliable
sources for free and
premium paper doll
chain templates:

¢ Educational
Websites: Sites
like Teachers Pay
Teachers,
Education.com,
and Twinkl offer
templates
designed
specifically for
classroom use,
often aligned
with curriculum
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standards.

Craft Blogs:
Many
independent
crafters share
free templates as
part of their blog
content. A simple
search for "free
paper doll chain
template" yields
hundreds of

Etsy and Creative
Market have
extensive
collections of
unique, artist-
designed
templates. Prices
range from one
to five dollars.
Pinterest: A
visual search on
Pinterest can

lead you to
results. countless
» Digital templates. Be
Marketplaces: sure to
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