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Original Think
And Grow Rich

The Enduring Power of the
Original Think and Grow
Rich

In  the  vast  landscape  of  persona l
development literature, few titles stand as
tall  as  Napoleon  Hill's  seminal  work,  the
Original  Think  and  Grow  Rich.  First
published in 1937 during the depths of the
Great Depression, this book was not merely
a  guide  to  financial  accumulation  but  a
philosophy for holistic success. For decades,
it has inspired entrepreneurs, leaders, and
dreamers  to  reshape  their  mindsets  and
achieve  what  many  consider  impossible.
Understanding  the  Original  Think  and
Grow Rich is not just about reading an old
book;  it  is  about  tapping  into  a  timeless
formula  for  human  achievement  that
remains as relevant today as it was nearly a
century ago.



Many people are familiar with the title, but
fewer have delved deeply into the original
text  itself.  Over  the  years,  countless
adaptations,  summaries,  and  modern
reinterpretations  have  been  published.
However,  the  Original  Think  and  Grow
Rich  offers  a  raw,  unvarnished  blueprint
that carries the weight of Hill's two-decade
research  journey,  commissioned  by  the
legendary  industrialist  Andrew  Carnegie.
This article will explore the core principles,
the historical context, and the lasting legacy
o f  the  o r ig ina l  work ,  p rov id ing  a
comprehensive guide for those who wish to
apply its wisdom in the modern era.

The Genesis of a
Masterpiece: How the
Original Think and Grow
Rich Came to Be

The story behind the Original Think and
Grow Rich  is  as  compelling  as  the  book
itself.  In  1908,  a  young  and  ambitious
Napoleon Hill was given an assignment that
would  define  his  life.  Andrew Carnegie,  one
of  the wealthiest  men in history,  believed
that success could be codified into a simple
formula. He challenged Hill to interview over
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500 of  the most  successful  people of  the
era, including Henry Ford, Thomas Edison,
Theodore  Rooseve l t ,  and  John  D .
Rockefeller,  to  disti l l  their  common
principles  into  a  universal  philosophy.

Carnegie  did  not  pay  Hill  for  this  work.
Instead,  he  offered  him  an  opportunity:
access to the minds of the world's greatest
achievers,  provided  Hill  would  dedicate
twenty  years  to  the  project  without
compensation.  Hill  accepted.  The result  of
this  extraordinary  endeavor  was  the
Original Think and Grow Rich, published
after  years  of  research,  setbacks,  and
refinement. This book was never intended to
be  a  quick-fix  guide.  It  was  a  carefully
const ructed  ph i losophy  based  on
observation,  deduction,  and  practical
application, written for a world hungry for
hope.

The Core Philosophy:
More Than Just Money

Despite  its  title,  the  Original  Think and
Grow Rich is about far more than monetary
wealth.  Hill  defined  "riches"  broadly,
encompassing  mental,  spiritual,  and
material abundance. The central premise is



deceptively  simple:  what  the  mind  can
conceive and believe, it  can achieve. This
idea, now a staple of motivational thinking,
was revolutionary at the time. Hill  argued
that  your thoughts are the most  powerful
force  in  the  universe,  and  by  harnessing
them  intentionally,  you  can  shape  your
reality.

The Thirteen Steps to Riches

The  original  text  is  organized  around
thirteen  distinct  principles.  These  are  not
arbitrary  suggestions  but  a  step-by-step
formula that Hill believed was essential for
lasting  success.  Let  us  examine  these
principles  as  they appear  in  the Original
Think and Grow Rich:

Desire: The starting point of all
achievement. This is not a vague wish
but a burning, obsessive desire for a
specific outcome.
Faith: Visualizing and believing in the
attainment of your desire. Faith is the
"head chemist" of the mind that can
transform thoughts into reality.
Auto-Suggestion: The principle of
influencing the subconscious mind
through repeated affirmations and
commands.
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Specialized Knowledge: General
knowledge is not power; power comes
from organized and intelligently
directed specialized knowledge.
Imagination: The workshop of the
mind where all plans are shaped and
created. There are two forms:
synthetic and creative.
Organized Planning: Turning desire
into action through a practical, step-
by-step plan.
Decision: The mastery of
procrastination. Successful people
make decisions promptly and change
them slowly.
Persistence: The sustained effort
necessary to follow through on your
plans despite failure and criticism.
Power of the Master Mind: The
coordination of knowledge and effort
between two or more people working
toward a definite purpose.
The Mystery of Sex
Transmutation: Channeling sexual
energy into creative and productive
endeavors.
The Subconscious Mind: The filing
cabinet of the mind. You can
voluntarily plant thoughts and desires
into this fertile ground.
The Brain: A broadcasting and



receiving station for the vibration of
thought.
The Sixth Sense: The doorstep of
the temple of wisdom, through which
you receive hunches, inspirations, and
warnings.

Each  chapter  in  the  Original  Think and
Grow Rich  is  dedicated  to  one  of  these
principles,  filled  with  anecdotes  from  Hill's
interviews  and  practical  instructions  for
application. The progression from desire to
the sixth sense represents a journey from
conscious  effort  to  an  almost  intuitive
mastery  of  life.

Why the Original Text Still
Matters Today

In  an  age  of  instant  gratification,  digital
noise,  and  ever-changing  self-help  trends,
the  Original  Think  and  Grow  Rich
remains a bedrock text. Why? Because its
principles  are  not  tied  to  any  specific
technology,  economic  cycle,  or  cultural
moment.  They  are  rooted  in  fundamental
truths  about  human  psychology  and
behavior. Modern readers often find that the
original  version  offers  a  depth  and
seriousness  that  later  adaptations



Original Think And Grow Rich

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org
by Pitts & Eden • Explore the unseen. • Page 7

sometimes  lack.

The Original Think and Grow Rich does
not  offer  hacks  or  shortcuts.  It  demands
discipline,  introspection,  and hard work.  It
asks readers to take full  responsibility  for
their mental state and to cultivate a definite
purpose in life. In a world where many feel
overwhelmed by circumstances, the book's
core message is empowering: you have the
power  to  choose your  thoughts,  and your
thoughts create your future.

Debunking Myths About the Book

Some  critics  dismiss  the  Original  Think
and Grow Rich as a manifestation of "The
Secret"  or  a  simplistic  "law  of  attraction"
manual. This is a misunderstanding of the
original  text.  Hill  never  suggested  that
simply wishing for something would make it
appear.  The  entire  middle  section  of  the
book,  f rom  organized  p lann ing  to
persistence, is a rigorous call to action. Hill
was a pragmatist. He believed that positive
thinking  was  essential,  but  it  had  to  be
married to concrete,  consistent effort  and a
well-defined  plan.  The  original  work  is  far
more grounded and gritty than its popular
reputation suggests.



Applying the Principles in
a Modern Context

Reading  the  Original  Think  and  Grow
Rich  and applying it  to 2025 and beyond
requires some contextual adaptation. While
the language of the 1930s can feel dated,
the underlying wisdom is timeless. Here is
how you can translate the thirteen principles
into your daily life today:

Desire and Definiteness of
Purpose

Instead  of  vague  ambitions,  write  down
exactly  what  you  want  in  life.  Be  specific
about income, career goals, relationships, or
health.  Use  digital  tools  like  goal-tracking
apps, but the mental clarity must come from
deep  self-reflection.  The  Original  Think
and  Grow  Rich  teaches  that  a  definite
purpose is the starting point of all success.

Faith and Visualization

Modern neuroscience confirms that the brain
often cannot distinguish between a vividly
imagined  experience  and  a  real  one.  Hill
understood  this  intuitively.  Spend  a  few
minutes each day visualizing your desired
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outcome  as  already  achieved.  Feel  the
emotions of that success. This is not woo-
woo; it  is training your reticular activating
system to recognize opportunities.

Organized Planning and the
Mastermind

In the digital  age, your mastermind group
can  be  global.  Use  online  communities,
professional  networks,  or  mentorship
programs to surround yourself with people
who  share  your  ambition.  The  Original
Think and Grow Rich emphasizes that no
individual  achieves  lasting  success  alone.
Collaboration and the sharing of ideas are
essential.

Persistence and the Digital
Distraction

Modern  l ife  is  designed  to  fragment
attention.  Hill's  principle  of  persistence  is
now more critical than ever. The ability to
focus  on  a  long-term  goal  without  being
derailed  by  social  media,  news  cycles,  or
short-term setbacks  is  a  superpower.  The
original text reminds us that failure is only
temporary if the desire is strong enough.



The Influence on
Contemporary Success
Literature

The fingerprints of  the Original Think and
Grow Rich can be found on almost every
major personal development book published
since 1937. Tony Robbins, Stephen Covey,
Jack  Canfield,  and many others  have drawn
heavily from Hill's framework. Books like The
7  Habits  of  Highly  Effective  People  and
Awaken the Giant Within are, in many ways,
modern expansions of the principles Hill laid
out.

Even in the corporate world, the concept of
the  "mastermind"  has  been  adopted  as
col laborative  problem-solving  and
brainstorming.  The  emphasis  on  a  "definite
purpose"  aligns  with  modern  strategic
planning  and  mission  statements.  The
Original Think and Grow Rich is not just a
book;  it  is  the seed from which an entire
genre  of  self-improvement  literature  has
grown.
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Critical Perspectives and
Balanced View

No discussion of  the Original Think and
Grow  Rich  would  be  complete  without
acknowledging  its  criticisms.  Some  argue
that  the  book  oversimplifies  complex
systemic issues like poverty, privilege, and
inequality. It is true that the book focuses
heavily  on  individual  agency,  sometimes
downplaying  external  factors  beyond  a
person's  control.  Hill's  philosophy can feel
like  a  burden  to  those  who  are  already
struggling with structural disadvantages.

However, a balanced reading of the original
text reveals that Hill was not claiming that
thought alone could overcome all obstacles.
He  was  offering  a  toolset  for  maximizing
one ' s  po tent ia l  w i th in  any  se t  o f
circumstances.  The  Original  Think  and
Grow  Rich  is  best  understood  as  a
supplement  to  practical  action,  not  a
replacement  for  i t .  I t  is  a  guide  for
cultivating a resilient and focused mindset,
which  is  a  necessary  but  not  sufficient
condition  for  success.



How to Read the Original
Think and Grow Rich for

Maximum Impact

To  truly  benefit  from  the  Original  Think
and Grow Rich, you should not read it like
a novel. It  is a textbook for life. Here are
some practical tips:

Read one chapter per week. Spend1.
seven days internalizing and applying
each principle before moving on. The
original book is dense, and rushing
through it dilutes its power.
Keep a journal. Write down your2.
definite purpose, your daily
affirmations, and your reflections on
each principle. Writing forces clarity.
Find or form a mastermind group.3.
Discuss the principles with others. This
will deepen your understanding and
hold you accountable.
Re-read it annually. Life changes,4.
and the book will reveal new insights
at different stages of your journey.
Many devotees of the Original Think
and Grow Rich revisit it every year.
Ignore the urge to skip ahead. The5.
thirteen principles build upon each
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other. Skipping persistence to get to
the sixth sense defeats the purpose of
the formula.

Conclusion: The Timeless
Wisdom of the Original
Text

The  Original  Think  and  Grow  Rich  is
more than a historical artifact. It is a living
philosophy that continues to transform lives
across the globe. Its power lies not in magic
or  wishful  thinking,  but  in  its  rigorous
demand  for  personal  accountability,  clear
vision, and persistent action. Napoleon Hill's
gift to the world was not a secret formula for
getting  rich  quickly,  but  a  comprehensive
framework for building a rich life in every
sense of the word.

Whether you are an entrepreneur seeking
financial freedom, a professional striving for
excellence,  or  someone  simply  looking  to
cultivate a more empowered mindset,  the
original  text  offers  a  proven  path.  The
principles  have  endured  for  over  eighty
years,  not  because  they  are  easy,  but
because they are true. The invitation of the
Original  Think and Grow Rich  remains



open: if you can conceive it, and if you can
believe  it,  you  can  achieve  it.  The  only
question left is whether you are willing to do
the work.


