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Frommers Brussels Hotels

Discovering the Best Accommodations: A Guide to
Frommers Brussels Hotels

Brussels, the vibrant capital of Belgium, offers a captivating blend of medieval charm,
Art Nouveau architecture, world-class chocolate, and political intrigue. Whether you
are visiting for the European institutions, the Grand Place, or the city's famous beer
culture, finding the right place to stay is crucial. For decades, travelers have trusted
Frommer's guides for honest, detailed recommendations that cut through the noise.
This article delivers a comprehensive overview of Frommers Brussels Hotels—the
top picks, hidden gems, and practical advice to help you choose your perfect base in
this dynamic city.

Frommer's approach has always emphasized value, location, and authenticity. When it
comes to Brussels, their hotel selections reflect the city's diverse neighborhoods, from
the bustling Lower Town to the elegant Quartier Léopold. Below, we explore the best
choices across different budgets and tastes, ensuring your trip starts with the right
roof over your head.

The Best Areas to Stay According to Frommer's

Before diving into specific hotels, it helps to understand Brussels' distinct districts.
Frommer's frequently highlights three main areas: the historic center (Ilôt Sacré), the
European Quarter, and the trendy Sablon/Marches-aux-Poissons area. Each offers a
different vibe and convenience.

Historic Center: Grand Place Proximity

For  first-time  visitors,  staying  near  the  Grand  Place  is  almost  mandatory.  The
cobblestone  streets,  medieval  guildhalls,  and  bustling  square  are  the  heart  of
Brussels. Frommer's recommends several hotels here for their unbeatable access to
attractions like the Manneken Pis, the Royal Palace, and the city's best restaurants.
Hotels in this area range from charming boutique properties to larger chains, but all
offer the advantage of stepping out into history.

European Quarter: Business and Tranquility

If your visit is for work or you prefer a quieter, more residential setting, the European
Quarter near Schuman and the Berlaymont building is ideal. Frommer's notes that
hotels here are often modern, geared toward business travelers, but also close to
parks  like  Parc  du  Cinquantenaire  and  the  museums  in  the  Parc  Léopold  area.
Weekend stays can be surprisingly affordable.

Sablon, Marolles, and Saint-Gilles: Local Flavor

For those seeking a more authentic experience, the area around the Sablon antique
market and the lively Marolles flea market district is a Frommer's favorite. Here,
you'll find stylish boutique hotels, art galleries, and excellent bistros. Accommodations
often blend old-world character with modern amenities, and you are a short walk from
the city center.

Top Frommer's Recommended Hotels in Brussels

Now let's delve into specific hotels that consistently earn high praise from Frommer's.
This list covers luxury, mid-range, and budget options, all located in prime spots.

Luxury and Character: The Hotel Amigo

For many, the Hotel Amigo is the epitome of Brussels hospitality. Situated right off
the Grand Place, this five-star property combines Renaissance-inspired architecture
with  contemporary  design.  Frommer's  highlights  its  impeccable  service,  spacious
rooms,  and excellent  restaurant,  Ristorante Bocconi.  The  hotel  also  houses  an
impressive  art  collection.  It's  a  top  choice  for  those  who  want  to  splurge  on  a
memorable stay. Rates reflect the prestige, but for a special occasion, it's hard to
beat.

Mid-Range Classic: NH Collection Brussels Centre

Previously known as the NH Brussels Centre, this hotel is a reliable mid-range option
in the heart of the city. Frommer's praises its comfortable rooms, helpful staff, and
central location near the Grand Place and the Central Station. The rooftop breakfast
room offers lovely views, and the hotel often provides good value for its class. It's a
solid base for sightseeing without breaking the bank.

Boutique Charm: Hotel Le Dixseptième

For a touch of history, the Hotel Le Dixseptième  is a beautifully restored 17th-
century mansion near the Grand Place. Frommer's describes it as a "hidden gem" with
a cozy atmosphere, a peaceful courtyard, and individually decorated rooms. The hotel
retains  its  original  wooden  beams  and  fireplaces.  It's  ideal  for  couples  or  solo
travelers who appreciate character and quiet luxury. The price is moderate for the
quality.

Budget-Friendly: Hotel Opera

Travelers on a tight budget will find value at Hotel Opera, located near the Bourse
and the De Brouckère metro station. Frommer's notes this hotel for its clean, simple
rooms and helpful staff. The location is excellent for exploring the city center, and the
price is among the most affordable in the area. It's a no-frills option, but it gets the job
done without compromising on cleanliness or safety.

Unique Stays: Frommer's Hidden Gems

Beyond the standard hotels, Frommer's often spotlights unique accommodations that
offer a special flavor of Brussels. These are worth considering if you want something
different from a chain hotel.

Hotel Welcome: Personalized Service

This small,  family-run hotel  near the Grand Place is a Frommer's favorite for its
exceptional service. The rooms are individually themed, and the owner, Mr. Welcome
(yes, that is his name), goes out of his way to make guests feel at home. He provides
personalized maps and tips. The hotel's bar is a cozy spot for an evening drink. It is
often fully booked, so reserve early.

Chambres en Ville: A Guesthouse Experience

For those who prefer a more private, almost residential experience, Chambres en
Ville  offers  elegant  guest  rooms  in  a  19th-century  townhouse  near  the  Sablon.
Frommer's highlights its refined decor, quiet atmosphere, and personalized breakfasts
served in the conservatory. It's a great alternative to a hotel for couples or families
who want space and charm.

How to Choose the Right Hotel for Your Trip

Making  the  final  decision  among  the  many  Frommers  Brussels  Hotels  picks
depends on your priorities. Below are some factors to consider.

Location vs. Price

Brussels has an excellent public transport system, but staying near the historic center
saves time and cab costs. Frommer's advises that hotels closer to the Grand Place are
generally  pricier,  but  the convenience may be worth it.  If  you are on a budget,
consider the area around the Gare du Midi (South Station) or the European Quarter,
which offer lower rates and good metro connections.

Seasonal Price Fluctuations

Brussels hosts many conferences and events, especially in spring and autumn. Prices
can spike. Frommer's suggests booking well in advance for peak periods like the
Christmas markets or during the European summertime. Conversely, weekends in the
European Quarter often offer reduced rates as business travel slows.

What the Reviews Say

Always check recent guest reviews, but Frommer's rigorous selection process means
their  recommended  hotels  generally  maintain  high  standards.  Pay  attention  to
comments about noise levels (streets near the Grand Place can be lively at night),
elevator availability (many historic buildings have small lifts), and breakfast quality.

Practical Tips for Booking Frommer's-Approved
Hotels

To  get  the  best  experience  and  value,  follow  these  tips  inspired  by  Frommer's
guidance:

Book directly or via reliable portals: Frommer's often recommends using
established booking sites or contacting hotels directly for better rates or
package deals.
Consider public transport access: Ensure your hotel is near a metro or tram
stop. The city is compact, but it helps to have quick connections.
Look for breakfast inclusions: Many Brussels hotels offer hearty breakfasts. It
can save time and money when exploring the city.
Check for amenities: If you need air conditioning (some historic hotels lack it)
or Wi-Fi (typically free in better hotels), verify beforehand.
Read the fine print: Cancellation policies vary. Frommer's advises
understanding the terms especially for non-refundable rates.

Dining and Local Ambience Near Your Hotel

One  of  the  joys  of  staying  in  a  Frommer's  recommended  hotel  is  being  in  a
neighborhood with great food and culture. Each area has its culinary highlights.

Around the Grand Place

This area abounds with restaurants serving Belgian classics like mussels, frites, and
stoofvlees (beef stew). Many hotels have concierges who can recommend local spots
away from tourist traps. Look for places on side streets for better quality.

Sablon and Marolles

This is the place for fine dining and trendy cafes. The Sablon area hosts several
chocolate shops (Pierre Marcolini, Neuhaus) and antique sellers. For budget eats,
head to the Place du Jeu de Balle flea market for a lively lunch atmosphere.

European Quarter

Here  you'll  find  international  restaurants  catering  to  the  Eurocrats,  plus  some
excellent Belgian brasseries. The Parc Léopold area has several good eateries. The
weekend vibe is quieter, but there are still gems to discover.

Why Frommer's Still Matters for Brussels Hotels

In the age of  online reviews and algorithms,  Frommer's  offers a curated,  expert
perspective. Their guides are written by journalists who have personally visited the
hotels, ensuring accuracy and trustworthiness. When you follow Frommers Brussels
Hotels recommendations, you benefit from decades of expertise and a commitment to
quality. Whether you are a budget traveler, a luxury seeker, or a history enthusiast,
their selections provide a reliable starting point for your Brussels adventure.

Moreover, Frommer's emphasizes sustainability and local authenticity. Many of their
featured hotels are independently owned or locally managed, contributing to the city's
character. This approach aligns well with modern travelers' desire for meaningful
experiences.



Conclusion

Brussels is a city that rewards those who stay in the right place. The Frommers
Brussels  Hotels  guide  remains  a  trusted  resource  for  navigating  the  city's
accommodation landscape. From the luxurious Hotel Amigo to the charming Hotel
Welcome, and from the budget-friendly Hotel Opera to the elegant Le Dixseptième,

each pick reflects a deep understanding of what travelers need—location, comfort,
and value.  By  considering your  priorities  and using the  insights  above,  you can
confidently choose a hotel that serves as the perfect launchpad for discovering the
best of Brussels. Whether you are here for the chocolate, the architecture, or the
culture, the right hotel makes all the difference. Book wisely, and enjoy your stay in
one of Europe's most underrated capitals.


