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A Child Called It
Series

The Enduring Impact of The A
Child Called It Series: A Story of
Survival and Resilience

Few books have stirred the collective conscience of readers
around the world quite like the A Child Called It Series.
This powerful collection of memoirs, written by Dave Pelzer,
chronicles one of the most harrowing stories of child abuse
ever  brought  to  light,  alongside  an  equally  remarkable
journey  of  survival  and  personal  redemption.  Since  the
publication  of  the  first  book  in  1995,  the  series  has  sold
millions  of  copies,  been  translated  into  numerous
languages, and sparked critical conversations about child
welfare, the resilience of the human spirit,  and the long
road  to  healing.  For  anyone  seeking  to  understand  the
depths  of  human  cruelty  and  the  heights  of  personal
triumph, the A Child Called It Series remains an essential, if
difficult, reading experience.

Understanding the Books That Make Up the
Series

The A Child Called It Series  consists of three primary



memoirs, each covering a distinct period in Dave Pelzer's
life.  Together,  they  form a  complete  narrative  arc  from
unimaginable  suffering  to  hard-won  independence  and
forgiveness.

A Child Called "It" (1995)

The first and most widely known book in the A Child Called
It Series introduces readers to Dave's early childhood in
Daly City, California. The title refers to the dehumanizing
name his mother, Catherine Roerva, used to address him,
stripping him of his identity as a person. This volume details
the  severe  physical,  emotional,  and psychological  abuse
Dave  endured  from his  alcoholic  and  mentally  unstable
mother between the ages of four and twelve.

What  makes  this  book  so  gripping  is  the  raw,  unflinching
detail with which Pelzer recounts specific incidents. Readers
learn  about  the  "games"  his  mother  forced  him  to
play—cruel  tests  of  endurance  that  included  consuming
ammonia, being burned on a gas stove, and being forced to
sleep in a cold, flooded basement. The book also touches on
the painful  silence of his father and the indifference of the
outside  world.  Despite  the  grim subject  matter,  A Child
Called "It" became a massive bestseller largely because of
the small thread of hope that runs through it: the young
boy's refusal to give up.

The Lost Boy (1997)

The second installment of the A Child Called It Series
picks up where the first book ends. After being rescued by
school  officials  and  placed  into  foster  care,  Dave  must
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navigate  an  entirely  new  set  of  challenges.  While  the
physical  abuse has stopped,  the emotional  scars remain
deep. The Lost Boy  explores his struggle to trust adults,
make friends, and find a sense of belonging in a world that
had previously only shown him cruelty.

This  volume is  often described as  the most  emotionally
complex  of  the  three.  Pelzer  writes  candidly  about  the
confusion of wanting to love his biological mother despite
what she did, the awkwardness of living with foster families,
and the loneliness of feeling like a "lost boy" without a true
home. It  is a story not just of survival,  but of the slow,
painful  process of  learning how to live again.  For  many
readers, The Lost Boy is the heart of the A Child Called It
Series because it deals with the aftermath of trauma in a
way that feels profoundly honest.

A Man Named Dave (1999)

The final  book  in  the  A Child Called It  Series  brings  the
story into adulthood. In A Man Named Dave, readers follow
Pelzer as he joins the United States Air Force, gets married,
becomes a father, and eventually confronts his past head-
on. This volume is about reckoning. Pelzer must face his
mother  one  last  time,  come  to  terms  with  his  father's
passive role in his abuse, and make peace with the person
he has become.

The title is significant. Throughout the first book, Dave was
referred to as "it"—a non-person. By the end of the series,
he has reclaimed his name and his identity. A Man Named
Dave  offers  a  message  of  closure  and  hope.  It  shows  that



while the past can never be erased, it does not have to
define the future. This concluding volume is essential to the
A  Child  Called  It  Series  because  it  completes  the
transformation from victim to survivor to thriver.

Themes That Define the A Child Called It
Series

The lasting power of the A Child Called It Series lies not
just in the shocking details of abuse, but in the universal
themes it  explores.  These themes resonate with readers
from all walks of life, which is why the series continues to
be  assigned  in  schools,  discussed  in  book  clubs,  and
recommended by therapists.

Resilience and the Will to Survive

The most prominent theme throughout the A Child Called
It Series is resilience. Even as a small child, Dave found
ways to mentally escape his reality. He dreamed of being a
fighter  pilot  or  a  superhero.  He  repeated  positive
affirmations  to  himself.  He  held  onto  the  belief  that  if  he
could just survive one more day, things might get better.
This theme is powerful because it speaks to the indomitable
nature of the human spirit. The series does not sugarcoat
the  cost  of  this  resilience—Dave  often  felt  emotionally
numb or disconnected—but it celebrates the sheer force of
will that kept him alive.

The Failure of Systems Meant to Protect

Another critical theme in the A Child Called It Series is
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the  failure  of  the  systems designed to  protect  children.
School  officials  saw Dave's  bruises and his  dirty,  oversized
clothes,  but  did  not  intervene  early  enough.  Neighbors
heard screams but  did not  call  the police.  His  father,  a
firefighter, knew what was happening in his own home but
did not stop it. The series has been a wake-up call for many
readers, highlighting how easily abuse can go unnoticed or
unreported.  This  theme has  made the  book a  staple  in
social work and psychology curricula around the world.

The Complexity of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is a nuanced and recurring idea across the A
Child Called It Series. Pelzer does not offer a simple, tidy
resolution.  He  wrestles  with  whether  his  mother  was  a
monster or a deeply troubled woman who needed help. He
struggles with his own anger and desire for revenge. In the
end,  forgiveness  for  Pelzer  is  not  about  excusing  what
happened,  but  about  releasing  the  hatred  that  was
weighing him down. This theme is one of the most debated
aspects  of  the  series,  and  it  continues  to  inspire  deep
discussion among readers.

Critical Reception and Controversies

While  the  A  Child  Called  It  Series  has  been  widely
praised for bringing attention to child abuse, it has not been
without  controversy.  Some  critics  have  questioned  the
accuracy of certain events described in the books. Pelzer's
brothers have publicly stated that the abuse was not as
severe as depicted, and some journalists have pointed out
inconsistencies in timelines and details.



Additionally, some literary critics argue that the series relies
too  heavily  on  graphic  depictions  of  suffering,  which  can
feel exploitative. They suggest that the books sometimes
cross  the line  from memoir  to  sensationalism.  However,
defenders of the A Child Called It Series counter that the
graphic nature of the writing is necessary to convey the
true  horror  of  what  occurred,  and  that  the  books  have
helped  countless  survivors  of  abuse  feel  seen  and
understood.

It is also worth noting that the series has been banned or
challenged  in  some  school  libraries  due  to  its  violent
content. Parents and educators continue to debate whether
the  books  are  appropriate  for  younger  readers.  Despite
these controversies, the A Child Called It Series remains
one of the most widely read memoir series of all time, and
its impact on public awareness of child abuse is undeniable.

Practical Takeaways for Readers

For those who decide to read the A Child Called It Series,
it is important to approach the books with care. The content
is deeply disturbing, and it can be triggering for survivors of
abuse. Here are a few practical suggestions for engaging
with the series in a healthy way:

Read at your own pace. There is no need to rush
through the books. If a passage is too intense, put the
book down and come back later.
Consider reading with a group. The heavy themes
in the A Child Called It Series are often easier to
process when discussed with others. Book clubs or
classroom settings can provide valuable support.
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Seek out context. If you have questions about the
accuracy of the events, read interviews with the
author or articles that address the controversies.
Informed reading leads to deeper understanding.
Focus on the broader message. While the details
of abuse are central to the story, the ultimate
message of the A Child Called It Series is one of
hope, resilience, and healing. Try to keep that
perspective in mind.

The Broader Cultural Impact

The influence of  the A Child Called It Series  extends far
beyond  the  realm  of  publishing.  The  books  have  been
credited with encouraging more open conversations about
child  abuse,  helping  to  reduce  the  stigma  that  often
surrounds  the  topic.  Many  adults  who  were  abused  as
children have come forward to share their own stories after
reading Pelzer's work, creating a sense of community and
validation.

Furthermore, the series has been used as a training tool for
teachers,  social  workers,  law  enforcement  officers,  and
medical  professionals.  The  detailed  description  of  abuse
indicators  in  the first  book,  in  particular,  has been used to
help  professionals  recognize  warning  signs  that  might
otherwise go unnoticed. In this way, the A Child Called It
Series  has  had  a  tangible,  positive  impact  on  child
protection efforts.

The  series  has  also  inspired  a  made-for-television  film,  A
Child Called "It", which aired in 1991, before the book was



even  published.  The  film  introduced  the  story  to  an  even
wider audience and helped to cement Pelzer's place as a
prominent voice on the issue of child abuse.

Why the A Child Called It Series Continues to
Matter

Nearly three decades after the publication of the first book,
the A Child Called It Series remains relevant for several
reasons.  First,  child  abuse  is  still  a  pervasive  problem
worldwide. According to organizations like the World Health
Organization, millions of children experience violence and
neglect every year. The series serves as a reminder that
behind every statistic is a real child with real pain.

Second,  the  series  offers  a  roadmap  for  recovery.  While
every survivor's journey is unique, Pelzer's story provides a
template for how someone can move from victimhood to
empowerment.  This  is  invaluable  for  readers  who  are
struggling to find their own path forward.

Third, the A Child Called It Series challenges us to look
inward and ask difficult questions. What would we do if we
suspected a child was being abused? How do we support
survivors in our own communities? How do we break cycles
of violence and neglect? These are questions that do not
have easy answers,  but the series forces us to confront
them.



A Child Called It Series

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Marks & Harrison
• Read more, learn more. • Page 9

Conclusion

The A Child Called It Series is far more than a collection
of shocking memoirs. It is a testament to the power of the
human spirit to endure, adapt, and ultimately triumph over
unimaginable adversity. From the pages of A Child Called
"It" to the final chapters of A Man Named Dave, readers are
taken on an emotional journey that is as heartbreaking as it
is  inspiring.  While  the  series  has  faced  criticism  and
controversy, its impact on public awareness of child abuse
and its contribution to conversations about resilience and
recovery  are  beyond  dispute.  For  anyone  seeking  to
understand the depths of human cruelty and the heights of
human strength, the A Child Called It Series remains an
essential and unforgettable read.


