Hummel Figurines Value Price Guide

Hummel Figurines Value Price Guide

Understanding the World of Hummel Figurines

For decades, Hummel figurines have captured the hearts of collectors worldwide.
These charming ceramic pieces, depicting rosy-cheeked children engaged in everyday
activities, are more than just decorative objects—they are cherished heirlooms and, for
many, a significant investment. Whether you have inherited a collection or are
considering starting one, understanding the Hummel figurines value price guide is
essential. The market for these figurines is nuanced, with values fluctuating based on
rarity, condition, and historical significance. This guide will walk you through everything
you need to know to assess and understand the worth of these beloved collectibles.

Hummel figurines were first produced in 1935 by the Goebel company in Germany,
based on the artwork of Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel, a Franciscan nun with a
remarkable talent for drawing children. Her illustrations, which were published in books
and on postcards, captured the innocence and joy of childhood. The Goebel company saw
the potential to transform these two-dimensional images into three-dimensional ceramic
figurines, and a global collecting phenomenon was born.

What is a Hummel Figurines Value Price Guide? Simply put, it is a resource that
helps collectors and sellers determine the approximate market value of specific Hummel
pieces. These guides take into account factors such as rarity, age, condition, and current
market demand. While no guide can provide an exact figure for every piece, a reliable
Hummel figurines value price guide offers a solid foundation for making informed
decisions about buying, selling, or insuring your collection.

A Brief History of Hummel Figurines

To truly appreciate the value of these figurines, one must first understand their history.
Sister Maria Innocentia Hummel, born Berta Hummel in 1909 in Massing, Bavaria,
showed artistic talent from an early age. She studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in
Munich before entering the convent of Siessen in 1933. Her superiors recognized her
gift and encouraged her to continue creating art, which she did while living a life of
religious devotion.

The Goebel Partnership

In 1934, the Goebel company, a family-run ceramics manufacturer in Oeslau, Germany,
approached Sister Hummel with a proposal. They wanted to produce porcelain figurines
based on her artwork. The collaboration was approved, and the first official Hummel
figurine, "Puppy Love," was released in 1935. The timing was fortuitous, as the world

was in need of warmth and innocence during the turbulent years leading up to World
War II.

Over the decades, Goebel produced thousands of different Hummel designs, ranging
from single figures to elaborate groups and musical pieces. Production continued
through the war years, though at a reduced capacity, and resumed strongly in the post-
war era. The figurines became immensely popular, particularly in the United States,
where returning soldiers brought them home as souvenirs. This growing demand
cemented the place of the Hummel figurines value price guide as a vital tool for
collectors navigating an expanding market.

Factors That Influence Hummel Figurine Values

Determining a figurine's value is not as simple as looking up a model number. Several
key factors combine to establish a piece's worth in the collectibles market.

Rarity and Limited Editions

As with any collectible, rarity is a primary driver of value. Some Hummel figurines were
produced for many years in large quantities, while others were limited editions or
produced for only a short time. Limited edition pieces, especially those from the earlier
years or commemorative releases, often command higher prices. Similarly, figurines that
were discontinued quickly or had design variations that were quickly corrected can be
highly sought after.

Age and Mold Marks

The age of a Hummel figurine significantly affects its value. Early pieces from the 1930s
and 1940s are generally more valuable than those produced in later decades. One way to
identify age is through the mold marks and backstamps on the bottom of the figurine.
Goebel used a series of trademarks over the years, from the earliest "Crown" mark
through the "Full Bee," "Stylized Bee," and "Three Line" marks, among others. Each
mark corresponds to a specific time period, helping to date the piece. A comprehensive
Hummel figurines value price guide will include detailed information on these marks
and their corresponding values.

Condition and Damage

Condition is paramount. A figurine in mint condition, without any chips, cracks, fading,
or restoration, will be worth significantly more than a damaged example. Even minor
flaws can reduce a figurine's value by 50 percent or more. Collectors should examine
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pieces carefully, particularly delicate parts such as hands, noses, hats, and musical
instruments, which are prone to breakage. Original factory finishes and paint are also
critical—any repainting almost always destroys value.

Size and Complexity

Larger figures, as well as complex groupings that include multiple children and
accessories, tend to be more valuable than smaller, simpler pieces. However, this is not
always the case. Some small, rare figurines can be worth more than larger, more
common ones. A detailed Hummel figurines value price guide helps put these size
considerations into perspective, showing that rarity often outweighs sheer size when
determining value.

Hummel Figurines Value Price Guide: Current
Market Overview

The market for Hummel figurines has experienced significant changes over the past two
decades. In the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s, these figurines were at the height of their
popularity, with some pieces selling for thousands of dollars. Prices have since
moderated, with more common pieces now available for a fraction of their peak value.
However, rare and exceptional pieces continue to command strong prices, especially in
private sales and specialized auctions.

Price Ranges for Common Hummel Figurines

¢ Common small figurines (standard designs such as "Little Helper" or
"Apple Tree Boy"): $20 to $80

¢ Medium-sized figurines (popular groupings like "School Girl" or "Let's
Sing"): $80 to $250

* Large figurines and complex groupings (such as "To Market" or "The
Photographer"): $200 to $600

e Limited edition and anniversary pieces: $150 to $800, depending on rarity and
demand

Price Ranges for Rare and Highly Sought-After Pieces

» Early pieces from the 1930s and 1940s in excellent condition: $500 to $3,000
or more

* Extremely rare examples, including prototypes and unique pieces: $5,000 to
$25,000 or higher at auction

e Hummel figurines from the "Redemption" or "U.S. Zone" marks era: $800 to
$4,000

These figures are guidelines based on current market data. A reliable Hummel
figurines value price guide should always be consulted for the most up-to-date
information, as market conditions can change.

How to Identify Authentic Hummel Figurines

With the value of genuine Hummel figurines, the market has inevitably seen its share of
imitations and forgeries. Knowing how to identify an authentic piece is essential for any
collector.

The Backstamp

The most reliable indicator of authenticity is the backstamp on the base of the figurine.
All genuine Hummel figurines produced by Goebel carry the company's trademark, along
with the word "Hummel" or "M.I. Hummel." The backstamp has evolved over the years,
so familiarity with the various marks is helpful. Counterfeit pieces often have poorly
executed stamps or lack them entirely.

The Mould Number

Every genuine Hummel figurine has a mould number incised into the base, typically
accompanied by the size designation and the model name. These numbers should be
crisp and clear. Fakes often have vague or incorrect numbers. A comprehensive
Hummel figurines value price guide will include a database of authentic mould
numbers, allowing you to cross-reference your piece.

Quality of Craftsmanship

Authentic Hummel figurines are known for their exceptional quality. The painting is
detailed and precise, with subtle shading on the cheeks, eyes, and clothing. The ceramic
itself is smooth and well-finished. Imitations often have sloppy painting, overly bright
colors, or rough edges. Taking the time to inspect a figurine closely can often reveal the
truth of its origin.

Caring for Your Hummel Figurines

Whether you are holding onto a collection for sentimental reasons, as an investment, or
both, proper care is essential to preserving value. Even modest pieces can appreciate
over time if kept in excellent condition.

Cleaning and Handling

Dust your figurines regularly with a soft, dry brush or a microfiber cloth. Avoid using
water, cleaning solutions, or abrasive materials, which can damage the delicate paint.
Never immerse a figurine in water. When handling a piece, always support it from the
base, never by a protruding arm, hat, or accessory. These are the most vulnerable parts
and can snap off with even slight pressure.

Display and Storage

Display figurines in a stable environment away from direct sunlight, which can cause
fading. Avoid placing them near heat vents or in high-humidity areas like bathrooms. For



them in sturdy boxes with plenty of padding. Do not stack items, as this can lead to
breakage.

Insurance and Appraisals

If you own valuable pieces, it is wise to have them appraised by a certified Hummel
expert. An official appraisal provides a documented value that can be used for insurance
purposes. A current Hummel figurines value price guide can assist with initial
valuations, but professional appraisals are recommended for fine or rare collections.

The Joy of Collecting Hummel Figurines

Beyond their monetary worth, Hummel figurines hold a deep sentimental value for many
people. They evoke memories of childhood, of grandmother's china cabinet, and of a
simpler, more innocent time. For those who appreciate their artistry, they are a beautiful
form of folk art that reflects the warmth and whimsy of Sister Hummel's original
drawings.

The primary goal of any Hummel figurines value price guide is to inform, not to
discourage. It provides a structured understanding of the market, helping collectors and
sellers achieve fair outcomes. Yet the true value of a Hummel figurine often lies in the
joy it brings to its owner. A piece that tells a story, that has been passed down through

Collecting can be deeply rewarding when approached with knowledge and passion.
Whether you search for rare finds at estate sales, purchase directly from reputable
dealers, or simply treasure the pieces you already own, understanding their potential
value enhances the experience. Use a reliable Hummel figurines value price guide as
a companion on this journey, helping you identify hidden gems and protect the collection
you have built.

Conclusion

The world of Hummel figurines is rich with history, artistry, and opportunity. From their
origins in the sketches of a Bavarian nun to their status as globally cherished
collectibles, these ceramic children have stood the test of time. Understanding the
factors that determine their value—rarity, age, condition, and market demand—is
essential for anyone involved in the hobby. A trustworthy Hummel figurines value
price guide remains an indispensable resource for making informed decisions, whether
you are buying, selling, or simply appreciating your collection. The market may
fluctuate, but the enduring appeal of these charming figurines ensures they will continue
to bring value, both financial and emotional, to those who love them. By staying
informed and caring for your pieces well, you can fully enjoy everything Hummel
figurines have to offer for years to come.
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