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How To Draw A
Nemo

Introduction
: Why
Drawing
Nemo Is a
Delightful
Challenge

Bringing  a  beloved
character  to  l i fe  on
paper is one of the most
rewarding  experiences
for  any artist,  and few
cha rac te r s  a re  as
instantly  recognizable
or as universally adored
as  Nemo,  the  brave
little  clownfish  from

Pixar's  underwater
masterpiece.  Learning
how to draw a Nemo
i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
replicating  a  cartoon
fish;  it  is  about
capturing  personality,
movement, and a touch
of  oceanic  wonder.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
sketching  for  the  first
time or looking to refine
your  technique,  this
guide  wi l l  walk  you
through  every  step  of
the  process.  We  will
b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
anatomy  of  this  iconic
character,  explore  the
n u a n c e s  o f  h i s
distinctive coloring, and



provide  practical  tips
that make the drawing
journey  both  enjoyable
and  successful.  By  the
end,  you will  have not
only  a  finished  drawing
b u t  a l s o  a  d e e p e r
appreciation for the art
of character illustration.
So, gather your pencils,
erasers, and a splash of
patience, and let's dive
into the vibrant world of
Nemo.

Gathering
Your
Essential
Drawing
Materials

Before  you  begin  your
artistic  journey,  it  is
i m p o r t a n t  t o  s e t
yourself  up  with  the
right  tools.  While  you
can  certa in ly  draw

Nemo  with  just  a  pen
and a napkin, having a
proper setup will  make
the  process  smoother
and  the  results  more
polished. The beauty of
learning how to draw
a Nemo is that you do
not  need  expensive
equipment  to  start.

Recommended
Tools for
Beginners and
Enthusiasts

Pencils: A
standard HB
pencil is excellent
for sketching the
initial shapes. For
darker lines and
shading, have a
2B or 4B pencil on
hand.
Eraser: A soft,
kneaded eraser is
ideal for lifting
pencil marks
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without damaging
the paper. A
standard plastic
eraser works well
for larger
corrections.
Paper: Smooth,
medium-weight
drawing paper is
best. It holds
pencil lines
cleanly and is
forgiving when
you need to
erase.
Fine-liner Pens
(optional): If you
wish to ink your
final drawing, a
set of fine-liner
pens in sizes 0.1,
0.3, and 0.5 will
give you crisp,
professional
outlines.
Colored Pencils
or Markers:
Nemo's vibrant
orange and white
stripes are iconic.

Colored pencils
allow for subtle
blending, while
markers provide
bold, even color.
Reference
Image: Keep a
clear picture of
Nemo nearby.
This is not about
copying but about
understanding his
proportions and
unique features.

Understandi
ng Nemo's
Unique
Anatomy and
Proportions

Nemo is not a realistic
clownfish;  he  is  a
sty l ized  character
designed for animation.
T h i s  m e a n s  h i s
p r o p o r t i o n s  a r e



e x a g g e r a t e d  f o r
expressiveness.  A  key
part  of  mastering how
to  draw  a  Nemo  is
recogn iz ing  these
deliberate  distortions.
His  head  is  sl ightly
larger in relation to his
body  compared  to  a
real  fish,  which  makes
him  appear  younger
and  more  vulnerable.
His eyes are large and
expressive,  positioned
forward on his head to
convey  emotion.  The
most  defining  feature,
of course, is his "lucky
fin" — the right pectoral
fin that is smaller due to
a  d e v e l o p m e n t a l
condition. This is not a
flaw but a crucial part of
his  identity.  His  tail  fin
is  a lso  dist inct ive,
shaped almost like a fan
with  subtle  curves.
Understanding  these
elements  before  you
put pencil to paper will

h e l p  y o u  c r e a t e  a
drawing  that  fee ls
authentically like Nemo,
not  just  any  generic
clownfish.

Step-by-Step
Guide: How
To Draw A
Nemo

Th i s  s tep -by -s tep
process  is  designed  to
be sequential and easy
to  follow.  Take  your
time  with  each  stage;
rushing  can  lead  to
frustration.  Remember,
every  great  drawing
star ts  w i th  s imple
shapes.

Step 1: Laying the
Foundation with
Basic Shapes

B e g i n  b y  l i g h t l y
sketching a large oval in
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the center of your page.
This  ova l  wi l l  form
Nemo's  main  body.  It
should be slightly tilted,
a s  N e m o  i s  r a r e l y
perfectly  horizontal;  he
is  always  exploring.
Next,  draw  a  smaller,
slightly  overlapping
circle on the left side of
the oval. This will be his
head. The circle should
be about  one-third  the
size of the oval. Notice
how the head and body
connect  seamlessly.
Finally,  add a  teardrop
shape at the right end
of the oval for the tail.
This base structure will
g u i d e  t h e  e n t i r e
drawing.

Step 2: Mapping
the Facial
Features and Eyes

Nemo's face is all about
expression.  Draw  two
large,  almost  circular

eyes on the head circle.
T h e y  s h o u l d  b e
p o s i t i o n e d  c l o s e
together,  giving  him  a
focused,  curious  look.
Inside each eye, draw a
smaller  circle  for  the
pupil, and remember to
leave  a  tiny  white  dot
for the highlight — this
brings life  to  his  gaze.
Above the eyes, sketch
two small,  curved lines
for his eyebrows. These
a r e  c r u c i a l  f o r
conveying  emotion.
Below the eyes, draw a
small, smiling mouth. It
is simply a curved line
with tiny corners turned
u p .  D o  n o t
overcomplicate  the
mouth; simplicity is key
to  the  character ' s
charm.

Step 3: Defining
the Body, Stripes,



and "Lucky Fin"

Now connect  the  head
a n d  b o d y  w i t h  a
smooth,  continuous
l ine .  Nemo's  body
should  have  a  gentle
c u r v e  t o  i t .  S t a r t
d rawing  the  th ree
distinctive white stripes
that run vertically down
his body. The first stripe
is just behind the head,
the second crosses the
middle of the body, and
the third is near the tail.
These  stripes  are  not
perfectly  straight;  they
have a gentle wave that
follows  the  contour  of
h i s  body .  Th i s  i s  a
critical detail in how to
d r a w  a  N e m o
accurately. On the right
side  of  his  body  (your
left as you look at him),
sketch  h is  smal ler
"lucky  fin."  It  should  be
noticeably smaller than
the  fin  on  the  other

s ide,  with  a  s l ight ,
endearing  curve.

Step 4: Adding
the Dorsal,
Pectoral, and Tail
Fins

Draw  the  large  dorsal
fin  along  the  top  of  his
back.  It  should  be  tall
and slightly curved, not
stiff.  The  dorsal  fin  has
a  gentle  wave  to  it ,
mimicking  movement
through  water.  On  the
side of  his  body,  draw
the  larger  pectoral  fin.
This  fin  is  used  for
steering  and  is  broad
and  rounded.  Finally,
refine  the  tail  fin.
Nemo's tail is large and
fan-shaped,  with  a
s l i gh t  sp l i t  i n  t he
m i d d l e .  A d d  s o f t ,
flowing  lines  inside  the
tail to suggest the rays
of  the fin.  These details
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will make your drawing
feel dynamic and fluid.

Step 5: Inking and
Erasing Guidelines

Once  you  are  satisfied
with your pencil sketch,
it  is  t ime  to  make  it
permanent.  Use  a  fine-
liner pen (0.3 or 0.5 is
ideal) to carefully trace
over  your  final  lines.
Start with the outline of
the  body  and  head,
then  move  to  the  fins,
eyes,  and  stripes.  Be
patient and let  the ink
dry  completely  before
eras ing  any  penci l
marks. Once the ink is
dry, gently erase all the
under ly ing  penc i l
guidelines.  You  should
now have a crisp, clean
line  drawing  of  Nemo,
ready for color.

Adding
Color:
Bringing the
Coral Reef to
Life

Color  is  where  Nemo
truly  comes  alive.  The
vibrant  orange  is  his
signature,  but  there  is
nuance  to  i t .  When
learning how to draw
a  Nemo,  do  not  just
use one flat orange. Use
a  l ighter  orange  or
yellow  for  the  areas
where  light  would  hit,
such as the top of  his
head and back. For the
shadows, use a deeper,
slightly burnt orange or
even a touch of brown.
The white stripes should
be clean and bright. You
can add a subtle blue or
g r a y  s h a d o w
underneath  the  stripes



to give them depth. His
fins should be a slightly
paler  orange  than  his
b o d y ,  a l m o s t
translucent.  If  you  are
using  colored  pencils,
l a y e r  t h e  c o l o r s
gradually,  starting light
and  bu i ld ing  up  to
darker shades.  If  using
markers,  work  quickly
to avoid streaks and let
each  layer  dry  before
adding another.

Common
Mistakes to
Avoid When
Drawing
Nemo

Even  exper ienced
artists  can  fal l  into
certain  traps  when
drawing  a  character
with  such  specific
features.  Here  are  the

most frequent errors to
watch out for:

Making the
"lucky fin" the
same size as
the other fin.
This is the most
common mistake.
Remember, the
smaller fin is a
defining
characteristic and
should be
noticeably
smaller.
Positioning the
eyes too far
apart. Nemo's
eyes are close
together, giving
him his signature
focused
expression. Wide-
set eyes will make
him look generic.
Drawing the
stripes as
straight lines.
The white stripes
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should curve
gently to follow
the roundness of
his body. Straight
stripes will make
him look flat and
two-dimensional.
Making the
mouth too large
or detailed.
Nemo's mouth is
simple and small.
Overcomplicating
it will make him
look older or less
cute.
Ignoring the tail
fin's shape. The
tail is fan-like and
soft, not a sharp
triangle. Take
time to get its
flow correct.

Pro Tips for
Enhancing

Your Nemo
Drawing

Beyond the basic steps,
t h e r e  a r e  s u b t l e
techniques  that  can
elevate  your  drawing
from  good  to  great.
These  tips  come  from
observing  the  original
a n i m a t i o n  a n d
understanding  how the
character moves.

Capturing
Movement and
Expressiveness

Nemo is a character full
of  energy.  To  capture
this,  do  not  draw  him
perfectly  still.  Give  his
body a slight curve, as if
he is  swimming to the
left  or  right.  Angle  his
fins to suggest they are
pushing through water.
H i s  e y e b r o w s  a r e



incredibly expressive; a
slight tilt can change his
emotion from happy to
determined.  Practice
drawing the same base
Nemo but with different
eyebrow  positions  and
mouth  shapes  to  see
how much emotion you
can convey.

Using Line Weight
to Add Depth

Varying the thickness of
your  lines  can  add  a
professional  touch.  Use
thicker  lines  for  the
outer  contour  of  his
body  and  thinner  lines
for  internal  details  like
the fins and stripes. This
technique,  known  as
line weight, mimics the
way  light  and  shadow
work  in  animation  and
gives  your  drawing  a
more  polished,  three-
dimensional  feel.

Different
Poses and
Expressions
to Practice

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
mastered  the  standard
front-facing  or  side
profile,  challenge
yourself  with  different
poses. This will deepen
your  understanding  of
how to draw a Nemo
in  any  situation.  Try
drawing  Nemo  looking
up, as if he is marveling
at  the  surface  of  the
o c e a n .  D r a w  h i m
swimming quickly,  with
his  fins pulled back and
his  ta i l  in  a  s t rong
curve.  Experiment  with
emotions:  draw  him
surprised  with  wide
eyes  and  a  t iny  'o '
mouth,  or  determined
with  lowered  eyebrows
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and  a  firm  fin  position.
Each  pose  will  teach
you  something  new
about his anatomy and
the  flexibility  of  his
design.

Why
Practice Is
the Real
Secret to
Success

No  one  draws  Nemo
perfectly  on  their  first
attempt.  The  artists  at
Pixar  spent  countless
hours  refining  his
des ign .  The  key  i s
consistent,  mindful
pract ice.  Draw  him
once,  then  draw  him
again,  focusing on one
aspect  you  want  to
improve — maybe it is
the shape of the tail, or
the  placement  of  the

stripes.  Compare  your
drawings,  notice  the
progress,  and  identify
areas for growth.  Keep
a sketchbook dedicated
to  this  character.  The
more you draw him, the
more intuitive his form
will  become. Soon, you
will be able to draw him
from memory, and that
is  when  true  artistic
freedom  begins.

Conclusion:
Your Artistic
Journey with
Nemo

Learning how to draw
a Nemo is more than a
simple tutorial;  it  is an
invitation to explore the
joy of character design
and  the  satisfaction  of
br inging  a  beloved
persona l i ty  to  l i fe
th rough  you r  own



h a n d s .  F r o m
understanding  h is
unique proportions and
subt le  co lo r ing  to
m a s t e r i n g  h i s
expressive  eyes  and
famous  lucky  fin,  each
step builds your skills as
an artist. Remember to
be patient with yourself,
e m b r a c e  t h e
imperfections  of  early
attempts, and celebrate

the small victories along
the  way.  Whether  you
a r e  d r a w i n g  f o r
yourself, for a child who
loves  the  movie,  or  to
share  online,  every
sketch is a step forward.
So  keep  your  pencils
sharp,  your  eraser
h a n d y ,  a n d  y o u r
imagination  swimming.
The ocean of creativity
is vast, and Nemo is just
the beginning.


