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Great Fire Of London Date

The Great Fire of London:
Understanding the Exact Date and
Its Historical Significance

The Great Fire of London remains one of the most defining events
in  English  history,  a  catastrophe  that  reshaped  the  capital's
landscape and its  future.  For students,  history enthusiasts,  and
curious  travellers  alike,  the  first  question  that  often  arises  is,
"When exactly did this devastating event occur?" The Great Fire
of  London  date  is  a  fixed  point  in  the  annals  of  British  history,
marking  a  pivotal  week of  destruction  and rebirth.  This  article
explores the precise Great Fire of London date, the harrowing
timeline of events, and the lasting legacy that followed the inferno.

What Was the Great Fire of
London?

Before delving into the specific Great Fire of London date,  it  is
essential to understand the context of this monumental event. The
Great  Fire  of  London  was  a  massive  conflagration  that  swept
through  the  central  parts  of  the  City  of  London  in  1666.  The  fire
consumed thousands of  homes,  public  buildings,  churches,  and
important landmarks, including the original St.  Paul's Cathedral.
The  disaster  exposed the  vulnerabilities  of  a  cramped,  timber-
framed  medieval  city  with  narrow  streets  and  limited  firefighting
capabilities.  While  the  exact  death  toll  remains  disputed,  the
economic  and  structural  damage  was  catastrophic,  leaving  an
estimated 70,000 of the city's 80,000 residents homeless.

The event is  often compared to other great urban fires in history,
but the Great Fire of London date holds a unique place in the
imagination of the English-speaking world. It is a story of human
error,  heroic  efforts,  and  ultimately,  a  city  that  rose  from its  own
ashes.

The Exact Great Fire of London
Date

The  Great  Fire  of  London  date  is  universally  recorded  as
Sunday,  2  September  1666,  through  to  Thursday,  6
September  1666.  The  fire  began  in  the  early  hours  of  Sunday
morning and was largely extinguished by the end of Wednesday,
though smouldering embers continued to cause minor flare-ups for
several  days.  In  the  Julian  calendar,  which  was  still  in  use  in
England at that time, these dates correspond precisely. It is worth
noting that the Gregorian calendar, used in much of Europe, was
ten days ahead,  meaning the Great Fire of  London date  in
modern reckoning would be 12 September 1666 to 16 September
1666. However, British historians consistently use the Julian dates.

The Great Fire of London date is so significant because it marks
a  distinct  turning  point  in  urban  planning,  fire  safety  legislation,
and  architectural  style.  The  fire  began  in  a  bakery  on  Pudding
Lane, a fact that has become part of English folklore. The precise
Great  Fire  of  London date  is  remembered  not  only  for  the
destruction but also for the remarkable recovery that followed.

A Timeline of the Great Fire of
London Date by Day

To fully appreciate the scale of the disaster, it helps to follow the

progression  of  the  fire  across  the  key  days  of  the  Great  Fire  of
London date.

Sunday, 2 September 1666: The Fire Begins

The  fire  started  at  around  1  a.m.  in  the  bakehouse  of  Thomas
Farriner, the king's baker, located on Pudding Lane. A small flame,
likely from a neglected oven ember, quickly caught hold of the
kindling and timber walls. Within an hour, the surrounding houses,
built of pitch, timber, and thatch, were engulfed. The Lord Mayor of
London,  Sir  Thomas Bloodworth,  was  summoned to  assess  the
scene.  Famously,  he  dismissed  the  fire  as  trivial,  uttering  the
dismissive  phrase,  "A  woman  might  piss  it  out."  This  lack  of
decisive  action  allowed  the  fire  to  spread  uncontrollably.  By  the
end of Sunday, the fire had already consumed over 300 houses and
was advancing rapidly westward along the river.

Monday, 3 September 1666: The Fire Rages
Unchecked

Monday  saw  the  fire  reach  its  most  destructive  phase.  Strong
easterly  winds  fanned  the  flames,  and  the  lack  of  coordinated
firefighting meant  whole  streets  vanished.  The fire jumped across
narrow lanes and began to threaten the wealthy districts of the
city.  Warehouses  filled  with  oil,  tallow,  and  flammable  goods
exploded into massive torches. The Great Fire of London date
for  Monday  is  marked  by  a  sense  of  panic  as  residents  fled  with
their belongings, clogging the streets and the River Thames with
boats laden with goods.

Tuesday, 4 September 1666: The City Burns

By Tuesday, the fire had reached its terrifying peak. The entire City
of  London within the old Roman walls  was engulfed.  St.  Paul's
Cathedral, the spiritual heart of the city, was surrounded by flames.
The  lead  roof  melted,  cascading  down  the  streets  in  molten
streams.  The cathedral's  roof  collapsed,  destroying centuries of
history. This is perhaps the most iconic image associated with the
Great Fire of London date. On this day, King Charles II and his
brother, James, Duke of York, personally intervened, ordering the
creation  of  firebreaks  by  demolishing  buildings  with  gunpowder.
This  desperate  measure  began  to  slow  the  fire's  advance.

Wednesday, 5 September 1666: The Fire Subsides

By  Wednesday,  the  wind  had  finally  dropped,  and  the  firebreaks
created  by  the  royal  command  began  to  take  effect.  The  fire
reached the limits of the city but was contained at the Temple
Church, Fetter Lane, and Pie Corner. The Great Fire of London date
for  Wednesday  marks  the  end  of  the  main  conflagration,  though
burning debris and smouldering ruins remained hazardous. London
was a smoking wasteland.

Thursday, 6 September 1666: The Fire is
Extinguished

Thursday  saw  the  final  embers  extinguished.  The  Great  Fire  of
London date of 6 September 1666 is recorded as the day the last
flames were brought  under  control.  The city  was left  in  ruins,  but
the human spirit was already planning a new beginning.

How the Great Fire of London
Started

Understanding  the  cause  of  the  fire  is  essential  to  grasping  the



significance  of  the  Great  Fire  of  London  date.  The  official
investigation concluded that the fire began accidentally in Thomas
Farriner's  bakery.  A  simple  spark  from  a  baking  oven,  left
untended, ignited the wooden structure. The dry summer of 1666
had left buildings parched, and the strong easterly winds provided
the perfect conditions for rapid spread. The narrow streets and
overhanging buildings acted as natural fuel bridges.

There were, of course, theories of conspiracy. Some blamed foreign
agents, particularly the Dutch or French, with whom England was
at  war.  One  unfortunate  Frenchman,  Robert  Hubert,  was  even
hanged  for  supposedly  starting  the  fire,  though  he  was  almost
certainly  innocent.  The Great Fire of London date  thus also
carries a shadow of injustice and scapegoating.

The Aftermath of the Great Fire of
London

In the immediate days following the Great Fire of London date,
the city faced immense challenges. Homelessness was widespread,
and  refugees  camped  in  fields  on  the  outskirts.  The  King's
government  provided  supplies  and  established  a  public  works
programme. Crucially, the fire had destroyed the plague-ridden rat
populations  that  had  caused  the  Great  Plague  of  1665-1666,
inadvertently improving public health.

The Rebuilding of London

The most lasting legacy of the Great Fire of London date is the
rebuilding of the capital. King Charles II appointed Sir Christopher
Wren as the head of the rebuilding commission. Wren envisioned a
grand,  modern  city  with  wide  boulevards,  piazzas,  and  stone
buildings. While his full plan was rejected due to property rights
and financial constraints, his influence was profound. The new city
was built  of  brick  and stone,  with wider  streets  and improved fire
safety regulations.

Wren  himself  rebuilt  51  churches,  including  the  magnificent  St.
Paul's Cathedral, which remains a symbol of London's resilience.
The Great Fire of London date is therefore not just a date of
destruction, but also one of architectural rebirth. The Monument to
the Great Fire of London, built by Wren and Robert Hooke, still
stands today at the junction of Pudding Lane and Monument Street,
a permanent reminder of the fire's origin and extent.

The Social and Economic Impact of
the Great Fire Date

The  Great  Fire  of  London  date  had  profound  social  and
economic consequences. The fire destroyed the medieval Guildhall,
the Royal Exchange, and many livery company halls.  Insurance
companies  emerged  from  the  ashes,  offering  fire  insurance
policies. The first fire brigades were established by these insurance
companies,  leading  to  the  modern  fire  service.  The  fire  also
accelerated the shift of the wealthy and powerful from the City of
London to the West End, particularly Westminster.

Economically, the disaster was devastating but surprisingly short-
lived. The City's commercial  networks proved robust,  and trade
quickly  resumed.  The  rebuilding  effort  created  a  construction

boom, employing thousands of labourers, bricklayers, and artisans.
The Great Fire of London date marks a clear before-and-after
moment for the city's economic structure.

Fire Safety Legislation After the Great Fire

One of the most significant outcomes of the Great Fire of London
date  was  the  introduction  of  strict  building  regulations.  The
Rebuilding of London Act of 1666 mandated that houses be built of
brick or stone, with slate or tile roofs. Party walls were required to
be  thicker,  and  streets  were  to  be  widened  to  act  as  firebreaks.
These  regulations  set  a  precedent  for  urban  planning  and  fire
safety  that  influenced  cities  around  the  world.

Frequently Asked Questions About
the Great Fire of London Date

To help clarify common queries, here are some frequently asked
questions regarding the Great Fire of London date.

What is the exact Great Fire of London date? The fire
started on 2 September 1666 and ended on 6 September
1666, according to the Julian calendar in use at the time.
Why is the Great Fire of London date important? It
marks a crucial turning point in London's history, leading to
the modernisation of the city, improved building standards,
and the development of fire insurance.
Did the Great Fire of London happen in the 17th
century? Yes, the Great Fire of London date falls in the
17th century, specifically the year 1666.
What day of the week did the Great Fire start? The fire
started on a Sunday.
How long did the fire last? The main fire burned for four
days, though smaller fires continued for several days after
the official Great Fire of London date.
Was the Great Fire of London in 1666 connected to
the Great Plague? The fire occurred in the year following
the Great Plague. While not directly caused by the plague,
the fire helped end the epidemic by destroying unsanitary
housing and rat populations.

Conclusion: The Enduring
Significance of the Great Fire of
London Date

The Great Fire of London date of September 1666 is more than
a dry historical fact. It is a symbol of destruction, resilience, and
renewal. From the humble bakery on Pudding Lane to the majestic
dome of  St.  Paul's  Cathedral,  the  story  of  those  four  days  in
September is a testament to the human capacity to rebuild and
improve.  The  fire  forced  London  to  modernise,  creating  a  city  of
brick and stone that was safer, healthier, and more beautiful than
its  medieval  predecessor.  Today,  monuments,  museums,  and
annual commemorations keep the memory of that fateful Great
Fire of London date alive, reminding us that from the ashes of
disaster can rise a stronger and more vibrant future. Understanding
the Great Fire of London date helps us appreciate not just a
moment  in  history,  but  the  enduring  spirit  of  a  city  that  has
repeatedly rebuilt itself through the ages.


