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Donna Summer Another Place And
Time

Donna Summer: A
Queen of Disco Returns

By  the  late  1980s,  the  musica l
landscape had shifted dramatically. The
vibrant,  sweeping sound of  disco that
had  defined  the  late  1970s  had  been

pushed  to  the  margins,  replaced  by
synth-pop,  new  wave,  and  a  harder-
edged rock sensibility. For artists who
had been synonymous with  the  disco
era, the challenge was immense. Many
faded  into  obscurity.  But  not  Donna
Summer.  The  "Queen  of  Disco"  was
determined to prove that her reign was



far from over. Her 1989 album, Donna
Summer Another  Place And Time,
was more than just a comeback; it was
a masterclass in artistic reinvention. It
stands as a testament to her incredible
vocal talent and her ability to adapt to
changing  musical  tides,  delivering  a
collection  of  songs  that  felt  both
contemporary and timeless. This album
didn't  just find a place on the charts;  it
carved  out  a  permanent  place  and
time in music history, bridging the gap
between  her  glorious  past  and  a
promising  future.

The Collaborative
Genius Behind Another
Place And Time

The  genesis  of  Donna  Summer
Another  Place  And  Time  lies  in  a
pivotal collaboration. After a period of
creative  stagnation  and  disappointing
album sales, Summer was looking for a
new direction. She found it in the British
production duo Mike Stock, Matt Aitken,
and Pete Waterman, collectively known
as  Stock  Aitken  Waterman  (SAW).  At
the  time,  SAW  were  the  undisputed
kings of the UK pop scene, crafting a
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string  of  massive  hits  for  artists  like
Kyl ie  Minogue,  Rick  Astley,  and
Bananarama. Their sound was a hyper-
polished,  high-energy blend of  dance-
pop  and  Hi-NRG,  built  on  catchy
melodies, booming drum machines, and
layers of synthesizers.

The  partnership  was  a  risk  for  both
parties. For Summer, working with SAW
meant embracing a sound that was a
far  cry from the lush orchestration of
her classic work. For SAW, producing a
legendary  figure  like  Summer  was  a
chance  to  prove  their  credibility  and
work with a truly  world-class vocalist.
The  chemis t ry ,  however ,  was

undeniable. Mike Stock and Matt Aitken,
in particular, were in awe of Summer's
vocal  prowess.  They  tailored  their
production style to her voice, creating
songs  that  were  both  infectious  and
sophisticated. The result was an album
that  captured  the  essence  of  the
late-80s  pop  aesthetic  while  still
allowing  Summer's  powerful,  emotive
voice to take center stage. This fusion
of  American  soul  power  and  British
synth-pop  precision  is  what  gives
Donna Summer Another Place And
Time its unique and enduring energy.



How Stock Aitken Waterman
Shaped the Sound

Stock  Aitken  Waterman  had  a  specific
formula  for  success,  but  for  Donna
Summer Another  Place And Time,
they  applied  a  more  nuanced  touch.
While  the  tracks  are  built  on  the
s i g n a t u r e  S A W  " b o m b a s t i c "
production—think massive snare sounds
and  four-on-the-floor  kick  drums—the
arrangements  are  surprisingly  deep.
The album features complex basslines
and a variety of keyboard textures that
go beyond the simple synthesizer stabs
common  to  the  era.  The  production
team  understood  that  they  were

working  with  a  vocal  icon,  so  they
constructed  soundscapes  that  were
prist ine  and  spacious,  al lowing
Summer's voice to weave in and out of
the beat.  This is  especially evident in
the  album's  ballads  and  mid-tempo
tracks,  where  the  production  is  more
restrained,  showcasing  the  emotional
depth  of  her  performance.  The
collaboration was a perfect storm: SAW
provided the era-perfect, chart-friendly
framework,  and Summer provided the
soul,  the  power,  and  the  timeless
quality  that  elevated  it  above  typical
pop fare.
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Track-by-Track: The
DNA of a Classic Album

The  genius  o f  Donna  Summer
Another  Place  And Time  is  that  it
plays like a cohesive story from the first
note  to  the  last.  It  is  a  careful ly
sequenced journey through a night of
hope,  love,  heartache,  and ultimately,
self-empowerment. From the explosive
opener  to  the  reflective  final  track,  the
album maintains a consistent mood and
sonic  palette  while  offering  enough
variety  to  keep  the  listener  engaged.

"I Don't Wanna Get Hurt": A
Statement of Intent

The album opens with its third single, "I
Don't Wanna Get Hurt." The track is a
masterpiece of tension and release. It
begins  with  a  haunting,  atmospheric
intro  before  exploding  into  a  driving,
energetic beat. Lyrically, it's a song of
caution and vulnerability, with Summer
declaring  her  fear  of  entering  a  new
relationship.  Her  vocal  delivery  is
perfect;  she  sounds  both  strong  and
fragile, capturing the internal conflict of
wanting love while being terrified of the
pain it can bring. The song's powerful
cho rus ,  bu i l t  on  a  s im p le  ye t



devastatingly  effective  melodic  hook,
immediately  establishes  the  album's
high standard and sets the stage for the
emotional journey to come.

"This Time I Know It's For
Real": The Anthem of Hope

Without a doubt, the cornerstone of the
album and Summer's biggest hit from
this  era is  "This  Time I  Know It's  For
Real."  As  the  lead  single,  it  was  the
perfect  reintroduction  of  Donna
Summer to the world. The song is pure,
unadulterated  joy.  From  the  opening
synth riff to the euphoric chorus, it  is a
track  that  demands  you  get  up  and

dance.  The  production  is  exuberant,
with a relentless energy that perfectly
complements  the  lyrical  theme  of
finding  true,  undeniable  love.

What makes "This Time I Know It's For
Real" so special is the sheer conviction
in Summer's voice. When she sings the
title  line,  you believe her  completely.
I t ' s  a  dec larat ion  o f  v ic tory ,  a
celebration  of  finally  finding  that  one
person  who  changes  everything.  The
song  became  a  massive  international
hit,  reaching  the  top  ten  in  multiple
countries and proving that Summer still
had  her  finger  on  the  pulse  of  popular
music.  It  remains  a  staple  of  dance
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floors  and  radio  playlists,  a  timeless
anthem of certainty and happiness that
perfectly  encapsulates  the  spirit  of
Donna Summer Another Place And
Time.

"Love's About to Change My
Heart": The Prophetic Groove

The  second  single,  "Love's  About  to
Change  My  Heart,"  maintains  the
album's high-energy momentum. It is a
more urgent and driving track, with a
relentless  bassline  and  a  sense  of
impending  transformation.  The  lyrics
are  less  about  a  current  state  of
happiness and more about an imminent

shift. The protagonist is on the cusp of
something new, and you can feel  the
anticipation building in every beat. The
song features a classic SAW production
trick: a breakdown that strips the track
back to its bare bones before building it
back  up  aga in  to  an  exp los ive
crescendo. It's a masterful piece of pop
engineering  that  highl ights  the
collaborative chemistry at the heart of
the project.

"When Love Takes Over You":
The Deep Cut with Soul

This track is a perfect example of the
depth found beyond the singles. "When



Love Takes Over You" brings a slightly
more soulful, almost gospel-tinged feel
to the album. The tempo is still upbeat,
but the production is a little less frantic,
allowing Summer's voice more room to
breathe and soar. The lyrics explore the
complete  surrender  to  a  powerful
emotion, and Summer's performance is
filled  with  a  sense  of  wonder  and  awe.
It's a fan favorite and a highlight that
demonstrates  the  album's  ability  to
blend  pop  efficiency  with  genuine
emotional  weight.

Exploring the Ballads and Mid-

Tempo Gems

Donna Summer Another Place And
Time  is  not  just  an  uptempo  dance
record.  It  contains some of  Summer's
most  beautiful  and  heartfelt  ballads.
"Whatever  Your  Heart  Desires"  is  a
sublime  declaration  of  unconditional
love and support.  It’s  a  slower,  more
intimate  moment  on  the  album  that
allows the listener to catch their breath
while  still  being emotionally  engaged.
Another standout is  "In Another Place
and Time," the album's title track. This
song is the thematic centerpiece of the
entire project. It carries a melancholic,
reflective  tone,  pondering  a  love  that
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exists in a different reality or a past life.
It's  a  sophisticated  and  mature  pop
song that  adds  a  layer  of  depth  and
complexity to the album, preventing it
from  being  a  simple,  carefree  dance
record.  These  moments  of  reflection
make the euphoric highs of the dance
tracks  feel  even  more  earned  and
powerful.

The Commercial and
Cultural Impact

When Donna Summer Another Place
And Time was released in 1989, it was
met with both critical and commercial

success,  particularly  in  the  UK  and
Europe. The album reached number 17
on  the  UK  Albums  Chart  and  was
certified Gold. Its success was driven by
a string of  hit  singles that dominated
the UK Top 40. "This Time I Know It's
For Real" and "I Don't Wanna Get Hurt"
were top ten hits, and "Love's About to
Change My Heart" also performed very
well.  The  album  effectively  revived
Summer's  career  in  a  major  market,
proving  that  she  could  not  only
compete with but also outperform the
younger pop stars of the day.

In the United States, the reception was
more moderate.  The album didn't  sell



as well as in the UK, a common trend
for the SAW-produced artists. However,
"This Time I Know It's For Real" was a
significant hit  on the Billboard  Hot 100,
peaking  at  number  7  and  becoming
Summer's last top ten single in the U.S.
The album itself reached number 53 on
the Billboard 200. While it may not have
been  a  blockbuster  in  her  home
country,  the album solidified her  status
as  an  international  superstar  and
int roduced  her  mus ic  to  a  new
generation  of  dance  music  fans.

A Bridge Between Eras

The  true  legacy  of  Donna  Summer

Another  Place  And Time  is  that  it
served as a crucial bridge. It connected
the  classic,  orchestral  disco  of  the
1970s  with  the  digital,  synthesizer-
driven dance pop of the late 80s and
early 90s. It proved that the Queen of
Disco was not a relic of the past but an
adaptable,  forward-thinking artist.  The
album's sound, while undeniably of its
time,  has  aged  remarkably  well.  The
clean,  powerful  production  and  the
sheer  quality  of  the songwriting have
allowed it to maintain a loyal fan base.
Many modern dance and pop producers
cite this album as an influence, praising
its pristine sound and the strength of its
core melodies. It stands as a testament
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to the idea that great vocals and great
songs  can  transcend  any  specific
production  trend.

Why the Album
Endures

Decades  after  its  release,  Donna
Summer  Another  Place  And  Time
continues  to  be  discovered  and
celebrated by new listeners. There are
several reasons for its enduring appeal.
First and foremost is the quality of the
songs.  They  are  expertly  crafted  pop
structures  with  melodies  that  are
impossible  to  forget.  Secondly,

Summer's performance is nothing short
of  spectacular.  She  brings  a  level  of
passion,  technical  skill,  and emotional
intell igence  to  these  songs  that
elevates them far above the standard
dance-pop  of  the  era.  She  isn't  just
singing the lyrics; she is living them.

Thirdly,  there  is  a  sense  of  joy  and
optimism  that  permeates  the  entire
record. In a world that can often feel
cynical,  the  unapologetic  positivity  of
Donna Summer Another Place And
Time is refreshing. It's an album about
believing  in  love,  taking  risks,  and
finding  happiness.  Finally,  the  album
serves as a perfect time capsule. It is a



flawless  representation  of  a  specific
moment in pop music history, capturing
the sound and spirit of the late 1980s
perfectly. Listening to it is like stepping
back  into  a  world  of  big  hair,  bold
colors, and a pure, unashamed love for
pop music.  For  all  these reasons,  the
album  has  earned  its  place  in  the
pantheon of great pop records.

The Final Word on a
Masterpiece

In the vast and celebrated discography
of  Donna  Summer,  Donna  Summer
Another  Place  And  Time  holds  a

special and distinguished place. It is the
album of a survivor, a champion, and a
true artist. It represents a fearless leap
into  the  unknown  that  paid  off
spectacularly.  It  is  a  reminder  that
talent is timeless and that a great voice
can find a home in any era.  The album
is  a  vibrant,  heartfelt,  and  brilliantly
executed  collection  of  songs  that
captures  a  fee l ing  of  hope  and
resilience. For those who have loved it
since its release, it remains a treasured
classic. For those discovering it for the
first  time,  it  is  a  doorway  into  the
incredible talent of a woman who will
forever  be  the  undisputed  Queen  of
Disco. More than just a product of its
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era, it is a testament to the power of
great  music  to  transcend  any  place
and time, finding a forever home in the
hearts of its listeners. It is an essential

listen  for  any  fan  of  pop,  dance,  or
s i m p l y  p h e n o m e n a l  v o c a l
performances.


