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The Quirky World of Tickle Me EImo
Without Fur: A Deep Dive

When you think of Tickle Me EImo, the image that instantly springs to
mind is a vibrant, red, fluffy monster who giggles uncontrollably when
his belly is squeezed. For over two decades, this brightly colored plush
toy has been a staple of childhood bedrooms and a pop culture icon.
But what happens when you strip away that iconic red shag? Enter the
intriguing and niche collectible: the Tickle Me ElImo without fur.
This unusual variant has sparked curiosity among collectors, parents
with sensory-sensitive children, and fans of Sesame Street
memorabilia. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore everything
you need to know about this unique version of EImo, from its history
and design to why it exists and how to care for it. Whether you
stumbled upon one at a flea market or are deliberately searching for a
fur-free friend, understanding the story behind EImo without his
famous coat is a fascinating journey into toy history.

What Exactly is Tickle Me EImo Without Fur?

At its core, Tickle Me EImo without fur is exactly what the
description suggests: a Tickle Me Elmo toy that lacks the traditional
plush, synthetic fur covering. Instead, the toy features a smooth, often
rubbery or vinyl skin. The mechanical laugh box, the motion sensors,
and the core giggling mechanism remain essentially the same as the
standard version. However, the external material is drastically
different. This variation is not a widespread, mass-market item like the
original red EImo; rather, it is a specialty product that was produced
for specific purposes, making it a true gem for toy collectors.

These furless EImos are often found in one of two forms: a "naked"
developmental prototype or a finished product intended for special
needs markets. Some were created as test units by manufacturers to
refine the internal mechanics without the obstruction of fur. Others
were officially released as "Sensory Elmos" or "Smooth Elmo" for
children with tactile sensitivities or for those who might find the
traditional fur overwhelming or a choking hazard if ingested. The
result is a completely different tactile experience - one that is cool to
the touch, easy to clean, and often more durable for rigorous play.

The Origin Story: Why Would They Remove the Fur?

The creation of a Tickle Me EImo without fur is rooted in both
practicality and inclusivity. Let’s break down the primary reasons this
variant exists.

1. Sensory Needs and Inclusivity

One of the most important reasons for this design is to accommodate
children with sensory processing disorders, such as autism. Many
children on the spectrum experience hyper-sensitivity to textures. The
soft, shaggy fur of a standard Tickle Me EImo can feel itchy, prickly, or
overstimulating. A smooth, furless surface offers a more predictable
and comfortable tactile experience. This version allows these children
to enjoy the classic giggling fun of EImo without the discomfort. Toy
companies have increasingly recognized the need for inclusive
products, and the furless Elmo is a prime example of this thoughtful
design.

2. Allergies and Hygiene

Traditional plush toys can be a haven for dust mites, pet dander, and
allergens. For children with severe allergies or asthma, a fabric toy
can trigger reactions. A Tickle Me Elmo without fur is made of non-
porous materials that can be easily wiped clean with a disinfectant

cloth. This makes it a much more hygienic option for children in
hospitals, daycare centers, or homes where cleanliness is a top
priority. The smooth surface also means no loose fibers that could be
ingested or cause irritation.

3. Prototype and Test Units

Before Tyco (the original manufacturer) finalized the beloved fur-clad
design, engineers created test units to perfect the laugh mechanism.
These early prototypes were often stripped of fur so that engineers
could see the internal components in action and adjust the sound box,
weight, and sensor placement. Some of these rare prototypes
eventually made their way out of factories and into the hands of
collectors. Owning one is like having a piece of toy engineering
history.

Design and Physical Characteristics

What does a Tickle Me ElImo without fur actually look and feel like?
Let’s examine its key features.

e Material: The skin is typically made of a smooth, non-toxic PVC
or vinyl. It is usually bright red, just like the fur version, but has
a distinct glossy or matte finish. It feels similar to a doll's face or
a rubber ball.

* Facial Features: The eyes, nose, and mouth are often painted
or molded directly into the vinyl. In some versions, the eyes are
still the characteristic white plastic discs, but set into the
smooth head without the surrounding fur.

¢ Size and Weight: The furless EImo is generally the same size
as a standard Tickle Me ElImo (approximately 12 inches tall).
However, without the bulk of the fur, it can feel slightly lighter
and more compact. The internal mechanism (speaker, batteries,
motor) gives it a solid weight.

¢ Mechanism: This is the most critical component. The toy still
has a pressure sensor in its belly. When pressed, it triggers a
recorded laugh from the well-known voice of Kevin Clash (the
original EImo puppeteer). Some later versions also include the
classic "tickle me" phrase and body shaking. The furless
version’s sound box is often louder because the sound is not
muffled by fabric.

e Battery Compartment: Located in the back, it remains
standard - usually requiring 3 or 4 "C" batteries. Access is via a
screw-on panel.

How Does It Compare to the Classic Fur Version?

Comparing the standard Tickle Me EImo with the Tickle Me EImo
without fur reveals significant differences that go beyond aesthetics.

Standard Fur
Elmo

Soft, fluffy, plush Smooth, hard, slick, cool

Difficult; spot clean Easy; wipe with damp cloth;
only; not waterproof waterproof

Fur can mat, rip, or Highly durable; resists tears

Feature Furless EImo
Tactile Feel

Cleanability

Durability attract dust and stains
Sound Qualit Slightly muffled by  Clearer, louder, more

Y fabric resonant

- Common; many Rare; specific to special
Collectibility variations exist markets/prototypes
Target General children Sensory-sensitive children;
Audience aged 18 months+  collectors
Pri Inexpensive used;  Varies; can be high for rare
rice )
moderate new versions
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From a play perspective, the furless version offers a different
interaction. The smooth surface makes it easier for small hands to grip
and press the belly. However, it lacks the "hugability" of its fluffy
counterpart. For a child who loves the classic EImo appearance but
avoids textures, this is a perfect compromise.

Collector’s Market: Rarity and Value

For toy collectors, the Tickle Me EImo without fur is a fascinating
niche. Because these were never produced in the millions like the
standard toy, they command interest and sometimes higher prices.
Here’s what to look for.

Types of Furless EImos in the Wild

1. Early Prototypes (Late 1990s): These are the rarest. They
often lack any paint or final detailing. They may have crude
facial features drawn in marker. They are unmarked and can be
identified by the rough edges around the battery compartment
and simple construction. These can sell for hundreds of dollars
at auction if verified.

2. Smooth Body Sensory Edition (2000s-2010s): These were
produced in limited runs for special education catalogs or
directly through Sesame Workshop's inclusive product lines.
They have professional paint and resemble the classic EImo
design but on a vinyl body. Some have removable clothing (like
a shirt) to add texture variety.

3. International Variants: Some countries, particularly in Asia
and Europe, produced furless versions for local markets due to
different safety regulations regarding plush materials for infants.
These may have slightly different laugh sounds or battery
compartments.

4. Charity or Hospital Editions: Occasionally, manufacturers
create special runs of furless EImos for hospital gift shops or
charities like St. Jude’s. These are often marked with a logo or
sticker on the back. They are highly sought after by collectors
who focus on medical or philanthropic toys.

How to Identify a Genuine Furless EImo

¢ Check the Material: It should be a single piece of molded
vinyl, not fabric glued over foam.

* Look for Seams: A genuine furless toy will have minimal
seams. If you see a seam that runs down the side of the body, it
is likely a seam from a cloth toy, which means it is not the
genuine smooth version.

e Weight: Pick it up. A real furless Elmo feels denser and heavier
for its size compared to a plush one that has been defurred

(stripped of fabric).

e Sound Test: If possible, install batteries and press the belly.
The laugh should be clear and loud. Many fakes have weak or
distorted sound boxes.

e Stamping: Look on the bottom of the foot or the back of the
head. Some have a date stamp and manufacturer markings.
Tyco, Playskool, and Hasbro are common names. "Sesame
Street" copyright must be present.

Caring for Your Furless EImo

One of the biggest advantages of owning a Tickle Me EImo without
fur is the ease of maintenance. Unlike the fur version that requires
gentle brushing and spot cleaning, this variant is built to last.

Cleaning Instructions

1. Surface Wipe: Use a soft cloth dampened with mild soap and
water. Wipe down the entire body. Avoid getting water into the
battery compartment or the speaker grill (often located on the
back).

2. Disinfecting: For hospitals or homes with illness, use a diluted
bleach solution (1:10 ratio) or a disinfectant wipe. Let the toy air
dry completely before giving it to a child. The vinyl is non-
porous and will not absorb chemicals.

3. Battery Care: When the toy is not in use for extended periods,
remove the batteries to prevent corrosion of the internal
contacts. This is especially important for collector pieces.

4. Avoid Extreme Heat: Do not leave the furless ElImo in direct
sunlight or a hot car. The vinyl can warp, discolor, or become
sticky. Store in a cool, dry place.

5. Dealing with Sticky Residue: Over time, some vinyl can
develop a tacky film. This can be gently removed with a solution
of baking soda and water or a specialized vinyl cleaner. Always
test a small area first.

The Future of Furless EImo

As toy companies continue to embrace inclusivity, the demand for
alternatives like the Tickle Me ElImo without fur is likely to grow.
We may see more mainstream releases of smooth-bodied EImos in the
future, particularly with the rise of "sensory-friendly" product lines
from major brands. However, for now, these remain a special subset
of the Tickle Me EImo universe.

If you are a collector, keep an eye on estate sales, online auction
sites, and specialty toy forums. If you are a parent seeking a sensory-
safe toy, consider reaching out to the Sesame Workshop directly or
looking for similar character toys (like El



