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Map Of Israel And
Neighbouring

Countries

Understandi
ng the Map
Of Israel
And
Neighbourin
g Countries:
A
Geopolitical
and
Historical
Overview

When you examine a
map of Israel and

n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries,  you  are
looking at one of the
most  historically,
c u l t u r a l l y ,  a n d
politically  significant
regions  on  earth.
T h i s  s m a l l  b u t
strategically  vital
a r e a  a t  t h e
crossroads  of  three
continents has been
a  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f
civilisation,  conflict,
and  cooperation  for
m i l l e n n i a .
Understanding  the
geography  of  Israel
and  its  surrounding



nations is not merely
a n  e x e r c i s e  i n
cartography;  it  is
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
g r a s p i n g  t h e
complex  tapestry  of
M i d d l e  E a s t e r n
history ,  modern
geopolitics,  and  the
endur ing  human
stories  that  unfold
there  every  day.

Israel  occupies  a
narrow strip  of  land
along  the  eastern
Mediterranean coast,
bordered  to  the
north by Lebanon, to
the  northeast  by
Syria, to the east by
Jordan,  and  to  the
southwest by Egypt.
The  Pa les t in ian
t e r r i t o r i e s ,
comprising the West
Bank  and  the  Gaza
S t r i p ,  a r e  a l s o
i n t e g r a l  t o  a n y
c o m p r e h e n s i v e

discussion  of  the
region's  geography.
The  total  area  of
Israel itself is roughly
2 2 , 1 4 5  s q u a r e
k i l o m e t r e s ,
comparable  in  size
to  the  US  state  of
New  Jersey  or  the
European  nation  of
Slovenia. Despite its
modest  dimensions,
the  map  of  Israel
and  neighbouring
countries  reveals
e x t r a o r d i n a r y
g e o g r a p h i c a l
diversity:  from  the
snow-capped  peaks
of Mount Hermon in
the north to the arid
e x p a n s e  o f  t h e
Negev Desert in the
south, from the lush
coastal  plain  to  the
deep  chasm  of  the
Jordan Rift Valley.
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The Strategic
Location at the
Crossroads of
Continents

One  o f  the  most
striking  features
when  studying  a
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  is  the
nation's position as a
land bridge between
Afr ica,  Asia,  and
E u r o p e .  T h i s
strategic  location
has made the region
a  coveted  prize  for
empires  throughout
history,  from  the
ancient  Egyptians
and  Babylonians  to
t h e  R o m a n s ,
B y z a n t i n e s ,
O t t o m a n s ,  a n d
British.  The  narrow
coasta l  corr idor
served as part of the
ancient Via Maris,  a

major  trade  route
connecting  Egypt
with  Mesopotamia
and the wider Fertile
Crescent.

T o d a y ,  t h i s
geographic  reality
continues  to  shape
regional  dynamics.
Israel's  coastline
a l o n g  t h e
Mediterranean  Sea
provides vital access
to  internat iona l
shipping lanes, while
its land borders with
f o u r  s o v e r e i g n
nations  create  both
opportunities  and
challenges for trade,
s e c u r i t y ,  a n d
d i p l o m a c y .
Understanding  the
layout of this region
o n  a n y  m a p  o f
I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  reveals
w h y  c o n t r o l  o f



certain  strategic
points  such  as  the
Golan  Heights,  the
Jordan  Valley,  and
the  Negev  desert
crossroads has been
so  fiercely
contested.

Israel's
Northern
Border:
Lebanon and
Syria

The northern frontier
of  Israel  is  defined
by  two  distinct  but
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
neighbours.  To  the
n o r t h w e s t  l i e s
Lebanon,  separated
by  a  border  that
s t r e t c h e s
approximately  79
k i lometres .  The
terrain  along  this
boundary  is  rugged
and  mountainous,
with the Litani River

and the highlands of
southern  Lebanon
playing  significant
roles in the security
landscape.  Major
border  crossings
s u c h  a s  R o s h
Hanikra  sit  at  the
foot  of  dramat ic
white  chalk  cliffs
where the mountains
m e e t  t h e
Mediterranean Sea.

A quick glance at a
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  shows
t h a t  t h e
northeastern  border
with  Syria  is  defined
largely by the Golan
Heights,  a  plateau
captured  by  Israel
during the 1967 Six-
D a y  W a r  a n d
effectively  annexed
i n  1 9 8 1 .  T h i s
elevated  territory,
rising  between  400
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and  1,200  metres
above  sea  level ,
p r o v i d e s
commanding  views
of  both  the  Syrian
inter io r  and  the
Israeli Galilee region.
The  Golan  Heights
h o l d  s t r a t e g i c
importance for water
resources,  as  the
headwaters  of  the
J o r d a n  R i v e r
originate  here,  and
for  security,  given
the  proximity  to
m a j o r  S y r i a n
population centres.

Israel's Eastern
Border: Jordan
and the West
Bank

I s rae l ' s  eastern
boundary with Jordan
runs  for  nearly  300
kilometres along the
Jordan  Rift  Valley,
f o l l o w i n g  t h e

meandering  course
of  the  Jordan  River
and  the  Dead  Sea.
This border has been
relatively  stable
compared to others,
with a formal peace
treaty  s igned  in
1994.  The  map  of
I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  shows
that  Jordan  shares
borders not only with
Israel  but  also  with
the  Pa les t i n i an
Authority-controlled
West  Bank,  Saudi
Arabia,  Iraq,  and
Syria.  The  major
cross ing  points ,
including the Allenby
Bridge and the Arava
border crossing near
Eilat,  serve  as  vital
conduits  for  trade
and  travel  between
the countries.

The  Wes t  Bank ,



situated  between
Israel  proper  and
Jordan,  occupies  a
central  position  on
any  map of  Israel
and  neighbouring
countries .  Th is
region  of  hills  and
val leys  contains
some  of  the  most
h i s t o r i c a l l y
significant  cities  in
Jewish,  Christian,
and Islamic tradition,
including  Jerusalem,
Bethlehem,  Hebron,
and  Jer icho.  The
status  of  the  West
Bank remains one of
the  most  complex
issues in the region,
with  areas  divided
into  different  zones
of  administrative
control  between the
Palestinian  Authority
and  the  State  o f
Israel.

Israel's
Southern
Border: Egypt
and the Gaza
Strip

The  southwestern
border  with  Egypt
s t r e t c h e s
approximately  200
kilometres  across
the  Sinai  Peninsula.
This  boundary  was
established  through
the  1979  peace
treaty,  the  first
between  Israel  and
an  Arab  state.  The
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  reveals
that  the Gaza Strip,
a  narrow  coastal
enclave  of  roughly
3 6 5  s q u a r e
k i lometres ,  s i ts
between  Israel  and
Egypt  a long  the
Mediterranean coast.
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The  status  of  Gaza
has  been  a  central
element  of  regional
d y n a m i c s ,
particularly following
the  withdrawal  of
Israeli  settlers  and
military  forces  in
2005.

The  border  crossing
at  Rafah  between
Gaza  and  Egypt ,
together  with  the
K e r e m  S h a l o m
crossing  between
Israel and Gaza, are
critical points for the
movement of people
a n d  g o o d s .  T h e
southern borders are
characterised  by
d e s e r t  t e r r a i n ,
including  the  Negev
on  the  Israeli  side
and  the  vast  Sinai
Peninsula  on  the
Egyptian  side.  The
port  city  of  Eilat  at
the southernmost tip

of  Israel,  where  the
borders  of  Israel,
Jordan,  and  Egypt
converge,  serves  as
a  crucia l  hub  for
t o u r i s m  a n d
international trade.

The
Geographic
Diversity
Within the
Map Of
Israel And
Neighbourin
g Countries

The Coastal
Plain and
Mediterranean
Coastline

One  o f  the  most
distinctive  features
visible  on  any  map
o f  I s r a e l  a n d



n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  is  the
narrow coastal  plain
that runs parallel  to
the  Mediterranean
Sea. This fertile strip,
ranging from only a
few kilometres  wide
in the north to about
30  kilometres  wide
in  the  south,  has
been the agricultural
and  demographic
heart land  of  the
region for centuries.
Major cities including
Tel  Aviv,  Haifa,  and
Ashdod  l ine  th is
coast, which benefits
f r o m  a
M e d i t e r r a n e a n
c l i m a t e
characterised  by
mild,  rainy  winters
a n d  w a r m ,  d r y
summers.

The  coastline  itself
stretches nearly 195
kilometres from Rosh

Hanikra in the north
to the Gaza border in
the south. Important
port  facilities  along
this coast handle the
majority  of  Israel's
international  trade,
while sandy beaches
attract  millions  of
visitors annually. The
coas ta l  aqu i f e r
beneath  this  plain
provides a significant
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
country's  freshwater
resources,  making
t h e  a r e a  b o t h
economically  and
strategically  critical.

The Central
Highlands and
Jerusalem Hills

Moving  eastward
from the  coast,  the
terrain  rises  into  a
central  mountain
range that  runs  the
l e n g t h  o f  t h e
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c o u n t r y .  T h e s e
highlands,  reaching
elevations  of  up  to
1 , 0 0 0  m e t r e s ,
include the cities  of
J e r u s a l e m ,
B e t h l e h e m ,
R a m a l l a h ,  a n d
H e b r o n .  W h e n
studying  a  map of
I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countr ies ,  th i s
elevated  spine  is
clearly  visible  as  a
distinct  topographic
feature  separating
the  coastal  plain
from the Jordan Rift
Valley.

Jerusalem  itself  sits
a t  a n  a v e r a g e
elevation  of  around
750  metres  in  the
Judaean  Mountains,
surrounded by deep
valleys and hills. The
geography here  has
influenced

everything  from the
city's  ancient  water
s y s t e m s  t o  i t s
m o d e r n
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
n e t w o r k s .  T h e
central highlands are
cooler  and  receive
more  precipitation
than  the  coastal
plain,  supporting
M e d i t e r r a n e a n
w o o d l a n d s  a n d
terraced  agriculture
t h a t  h a v e  b e e n
c u l t i v a t e d  f o r
thousands of years.

The Jordan Rift
Valley and the
Dead Sea

Perhaps  the  most
dramatic  geographic
feature on any map
o f  I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  is  the
Jordan  Rift  Valley,
part of the Great Rift



Valley  system  that
stretches from Syria
to Mozambique. This
deep  depression
includes  the  Jordan
River valley, the Sea
of  Galilee,  and  the
Dead Sea,  which  at
m o r e  t h a n  4 3 0
metres  below  sea
level  is  the  lowest
po int  on  earth 's
surface.  The  Jordan
River  itself  flows
from its sources near
M o u n t  H e r m o n
through  the  Sea  of
G a l i l e e  a n d
southward  to  the
Dead Sea, covering a
total  distance  of
a b o u t  2 5 1
kilometres.

T h e  D e a d  S e a ,
shared  between
Israe l ,  the  West
Bank, and Jordan, is
renowned  for  i ts
hypersaline  waters

tha t  suppor t  no
macroscopic  aquatic
l i f e  b u t  a l l o w
swimmers  to  float
effortlessly.  The
mineral-rich  waters
and mud of the Dead
S e a  h a v e  b e e n
v a l u e d  f o r
therapeutic purposes
since  antiquity.  The
region  surrounding
the Dead Sea is also
home  to  a  unique
desert  ecosystem
and  significant
archaeological  sites,
including the ancient
fortress  of  Masada
and  the  Qumran
caves  where  the
Dead  Sea  Scrol ls
were  discovered.

The Negev
Desert and
Southern
Regions

The southern half of
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Israel,  as  visible  on
any  map of  Israel
and  neighbouring
c o u n t r i e s ,  i s
dominated  by  the
Negev  Desert.  This
arid  region  covers
more  than  half  of
Israel's  territory  but
is  home  to  only  a
small  fraction  of  its
popu lat ion .  The
Negev  features  a
diverse landscape of
rocky  mountains,
deep  craters  known
as makhteshim, sand
d u n e s ,  a n d  d r y
r iverbeds  cal led
wadis.  The  largest
city in the Negev is
Beersheva,  which
s e r v e s  a s  t h e
administrative  and
commercial  capital
of  the  south.

Despite  its  aridity,
the Negev is a region
o f  g r o w i n g

importance for Israeli
agriculture,  thanks
t o  a d v a n c e d
irrigation  techniques
and water recycling.
The desert also hosts
significant  military
installations,  the
Ramon  International
A i rpo r t  se rv ing
travelers  to  Eilat,
a n d  r e s e a r c h
facilities  exploring
solar  energy  and
desert  ecology.  The
A r a v a  V a l l e y ,  a
n a r r o w  s t r i p
extending north from
E i l a t  a l o n g  t h e
Jordanian  border,  is
known  for  its  date
plantations and high-
tech  agricultural
innovations.

Historical
and



Contextual
Layers on
the Map Of
Israel And
Neighbourin

g Countries

Ancient
Civilisations
and Biblical
Geography

Any serious study of
a  map  of  Israel
and  neighbouring
countries  quickly
reveals  the  region's
profound  historical
depth.  The  territory
corresponds  closely
to the biblical  lands
of Canaan, as well as
t h e  h i s t o r i c a l
kingdoms  of  Israel
and  Judah.  Place
names  that  appear

on  ancient  maps
such  as  Jerusalem,
Jericho,  Megiddo,
Hazor,  and Dan are
still  identifiable
today. The Via Maris
and  King's  Highway
t r a d e  r o u t e s
traversed  these
lands,  connecting
civilisations  from
E g y p t  t o
Mesopotamia.

The  geography  of
the  region  shaped
m a n y  o f  t h e
narratives  found  in
the  Hebrew  Bible
a n d  t h e  N e w
Testament. The map
o f  I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries shows the
locat ions  o f  key
events  in  Jewish
history,  from  the
patriarchal stories of
Abraham  in  Hebron
to  the  conquests  of
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Joshua,  the  united
monarchy  of  David
and  Solomon,  and
the  later  divisions
a n d  e x i l e s .  F o r
C h r i s t i a n s ,  t h e
geography is equally
significant,  with
N a z a r e t h ,
B e t h l e h e m ,
Jerusalem, the Sea of
Gal i lee ,  and  the
Jordan River forming
the  backdrop  for
Jesus'  ministry.

Modern Borders
and the Legacy
of Conflict

The  present-day
borders visible on a
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
c o u n t r i e s  a r e
largely a product  of
20th century history.
The  1947  United
Nations  Partition
Plan  would  have

created  separate
Jewish  and  Arab
states, but the 1948
Arab-Israel i  War
resulted in armistice
lines  known  as  the
Green  Line,  which
defined  Israel's
borders  until  1967.
The  Six-Day  War  of
1967  brought  the
Sinai Peninsula, Gaza
Strip,  West  Bank,
Golan  Heights,  and
East Jerusalem under
I s rae l i  con t ro l ,
dramatically  altering
the region's political
geography.

Subsequent  peace
treaties with Egypt in
1979  and  Jordan  in
1 9 9 4  r e t u r n e d
t e r r i t o r y  a n d
established  formal
diplomatic  relations.
However,  the  map
o f  I s r a e l  a n d
n e i g h b o u r i n g



countries  continues
to evolve as a result
o f  o n g o i n g
n e g o t i a t i o n s ,
security  concerns,
a n d  p o l i t i c a l
developments.  The
construction  of  the
Israeli  West  Bank
b a r r i e r ,  t h e
disengagement from
Gaza, and periods of
both  progress  and
stalemate  in  peace
negotiations have all
left  their  marks  on
the region's political
boundaries.

Water
Resources and
Environmental
Considerations

A  p r a c t i c a l
examination  of  a
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
countries  reveals
t h e  c r i t i c a l

importance of  water
resources in shaping
regional  dynamics.
The  Jordan  River
basin,  the  mountain
aquifer  beneath  the
West Bank,  and the
coastal  aquifer  are
all  shared resources
that  require  careful
management.  The
establishment of the
Is rae l i  Nat iona l
Water Carrier in the
1960s  and  more
recent innovations in
desalination  and
water recycling have
he lped  address
water  scarcity,  but
competition  for  this
precious  resource
remains a source of
tension.

The region also faces
significant
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
cha l lenges  that
transcend  political
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b o u n d a r i e s .
D e f o r e s t a t i o n ,
desertification,  air
and  water  pollution,
and  the  impacts  of
climate  change  are
a l l  i s s u e s  t h a t
require  cooperation
between  Israel  and
its  neighbours.  The
Dead  Sea,  shared
with Jordan and the
W e s t  B a n k ,  i s
r e c e d i n g  b y
approximately  one
metre  per  year  due
to  water  diversion
a n d  m i n e r a l
extraction.  Efforts  to
stabi l ize  the  sea
l eve l  t h rough  a
proposed  Red  Sea-
D e a d  S e a  c a n a l
h i g h l i g h t  t h e
complex  interplay
between  geography,

environment,  and
politics in this part of
the world.

Practical
Uses of a
Map Of
Israel And
Neighbourin
g Countries

F o r  t r a v e l l e r s ,
p i l g r i m s ,  a n d
b u s i n e s s
p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,
understanding  the
map of Israel and
n e i g h b o u r i n g
c o u n t r i e s  i s
e s s e n t i a l  f o r
planning  successful
j o u r n e y s .  T h e
country's


