Revelation Song Lyrics

In the landscape of modern Christian worship music, few songs have achieved the widespread reverence and congregational adoption as
"Revelation Song." Penned by worship leader and songwriter Jennie Lee Riddle, this powerful anthem has become a staple in churches
around the world. Its lyrics, which echo the heavenly worship described in the biblical book of Revelation, invite believers into a moment of
awe and adoration. The Revelation Song lyrics are more than just words set to music; they are a scriptural meditation, a theological
declaration, and an intimate prayer all woven together. This article takes a deep and comprehensive look at the Revelation Song lyrics,
exploring their origins, their biblical roots, their musical composition, and their profound impact on global worship. Whether you are a
worship leader seeking deeper understanding, a musician learning the song, or a believer wanting to connect more deeply with its message,
this exploration will illuminate the beauty and power behind one of the most beloved worship songs of our time.

The Origins of Revelation Song

Understanding the story behind the Revelation Song lyrics adds a layer of depth to the song itself. Jennie Lee Riddle wrote the song in the
early 2000s, drawing direct inspiration from the fourth and fifth chapters of the Book of Revelation. The song was born out of a season of
personal devotion and scriptural meditation. Riddle has shared in interviews that she was reading Revelation 4 and 5 and felt an
overwhelming sense of the holiness and majesty of God. The lyrics came almost as a flowing response to the scripture. The song was initially
recorded by Riddle herself, but it gained massive international recognition when it was covered by Kari Jobe on her 2009 album, "Kari Jobe."
Jobe's rendition introduced the song to a global audience, and it quickly became a modern classic. The Revelation Song lyrics have since
been translated into dozens of languages and are sung in countless denominations, from small house churches to massive stadium
gatherings.

A Deep Dive into the Revelation Song Lyrics
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vision: "Worthy is the Lamb who was slain." This phrase, taken from Revelation 5:12, immediately centers the song on the redemptive work
of Jesus Christ. The lyrics then move into a refrain of "Holy, holy, holy," echoing the unceasing cry of the four living creatures in Revelation
4:8. This repetition is not monotonous; it is a rhythmic declaration of God's absolute otherness and purity.

Each verse of the Revelation Song lyrics builds a picture of heavenly worship. The imagery of "clothed in rainbows of living color" and
"flashes of lightning, rolls of thunder" paints a vivid, almost cinematic picture of the throne room of God. These are not just poetic flourishes;
they are direct references to the descriptive language found in Revelation 4:3-5. The song masterfully uses sensory language to help the
worshipper imagine standing in the presence of divine majesty. The bridge of the song often builds to a crescendo with the repeated line,
"Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty," creating a moment of intense focus and surrender.

Theological Themes in the Lyrics

The Revelation Song lyrics are rich with theological depth. They touch on the holiness of God, the atonement of Christ, and the eternal
nature of worship. One of the key themes is the worthiness of the Lamb. This concept is central to Christian theology - that Jesus, through
His sacrifice, is uniquely worthy of all praise and honor. The lyrics also emphasize the transcendence of God. By using language from a
vision of heaven, the song lifts the worshipper's gaze from earthly concerns to eternal realities. This makes the Revelation Song lyrics
particularly powerful for times of personal struggle or corporate lament, as they reorient the heart toward the unchanging nature of God.

The Use of Repetition in Worship

The repetitive structure of the Revelation Song lyrics serves a specific purpose in worship. The repeated phrase "Holy, holy, holy" is not
just a lyrical choice; it is a form of contemplative prayer. In the tradition of the "Jesus Prayer" or other meditative Christian practices,
repetition can help quiet the mind and focus the heart. When a congregation sings this song, the repetition of the word "holy" allows the
truth of God's holiness to sink deeper into the soul. The Revelation Song lyrics utilize this technique effectively, creating a meditative
atmosphere that facilitates genuine encounter with God.

The Biblical Foundation of Revelation Song

To fully appreciate the Revelation Song lyrics, one must understand their biblical foundation. The song is essentially a musical paraphrase
of Revelation chapters 4 and 5. Let us look at the specific scriptural passages that inspired the lyrics:
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* Revelation 4:8 - "Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its wings. Day and
night they never stop saying: 'Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come."" This is the direct source of
the central refrain of the song.

e Revelation 4:11 - "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your
will they were created and have their being." This verse speaks to the creative power of God, which is also a theme in the song.

e Revelation 5:12 - "In a loud voice they were saying: 'Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom
and strength and honor and glory and praise!"" This is the pivotal declaration of the song's opening.

e Revelation 5:13 - "Then | heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them,
saying: 'To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" This cosmic
chorus of praise is the ultimate vision that the song points toward.

The Revelation Song lyrics do not merely quote these verses; they weave them into a lyrical tapestry that allows the worshipper to
experience the vision of John in a new and personal way. The song acts as a bridge between the ancient text and the contemporary heart.

The Musical Composition and Style

The musical setting of the Revelation Song lyrics is as important as the words themselves. The song is typically performed in the key of D
or E-flat, and its structure is built for congregational participation. The melody is soaring and expansive, allowing for powerful moments of
crescendo and intimate moments of quiet reflection. The verses often have a gentle, building quality, while the chorus erupts into a full-
throated declaration of holiness. The use of pads, strings, and ambient guitar creates a sense of space and grandeur, evoking the "heavenly"
atmosphere of the lyrics. The dynamics of the song are crucial; it moves from a quiet, almost whispered meditation to a powerful, corporate
shout of praise. This dynamic range mirrors the emotional journey of the Revelation Song lyrics, from personal devotion to cosmic
celebration.

Arrangement for Different Worship Settings

One of the strengths of the Revelation Song lyrics is their adaptability. In a small church with an acoustic guitar, the song can be intimate
and personal. In a large auditorium with a full band and choir, it can be a majestic, triumphant anthem. The simplicity of the chord
progression (often I, 1V, V, vi) makes it accessible to amateur musicians, while the lyrical depth allows for profound theological engagement.
This versatility has contributed to the song's enduring popularity. Worship leaders often use the Revelation Song lyrics as a centerpiece
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for a time of extended worship, allowing the congregation to linger on the phrase "Holy, holy, holy" and enter into a space of quiet
reverence.

The Global Impact of Revelation Song

Since its release, the Revelation Song lyrics have had a remarkable global impact. The song has been translated into numerous
languages, including Spanish, Portuguese, French, German, Korean, and Chinese. It has been recorded by countless artists and is sung in
churches across denominational lines. The song's universal message of the holiness and worthiness of God transcends cultural and linguistic
barriers. In a world marked by division and conflict, the Revelation Song lyrics offer a unifying declaration of a shared faith. The song has
been used in major Christian conferences, such as the Passion Conference and Hillsong Conference, as well as in local parish churches. Its
ability to bring people together in a moment of focused adoration is a testament to the power of its simple yet profound message.

Worship Leaders and Revelation Song

Many worship leaders have cited the Revelation Song lyrics as a key part of their repertoire. Kari Jobe's version is perhaps the most
famous, but other notable artists have also recorded the song, including Gateway Worship, Phillips, Craig, and Dean, and countless local
church worship teams. Each artist brings a slightly different interpretation, but the core of the Revelation Song lyrics remains unchanged.
Worship leaders appreciate the song because it is both theologically rich and emotionally resonant. It allows the congregation to engage
with the majesty of God in a way that is both intellectually honest and spiritually moving. The Revelation Song lyrics have also been used
in times of prayer and intercession, as they align the hearts of the worshippers with the heart of God.

Why Revelation Song Resonates with Believers

The enduring popularity of the Revelation Song lyrics can be attributed to several factors. First, the lyrics are deeply rooted in scripture.
Believers who know the Bible will recognize the allusions and find their faith reinforced. Second, the song addresses a deep human need for
transcendence. In a world that is often chaotic and overwhelming, the Revelation Song lyrics point to a God who is sovereign, holy, and
worthy of all praise. Third, the song is musically accessible and emotionally powerful. The combination of a beautiful melody with profound
lyrics creates a powerful worship experience. Finally, the Revelation Song lyrics have a timeless quality. They speak of eternal realities
that are not bound by culture or era. This timelessness ensures that the song will continue to be sung for generations to come.
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Personal Testimony and Encounter

Many believers share personal testimonies of how the Revelation Song lyrics have been used by God to bring comfort, hope, and a sense
of His presence. The song has been sung in hospital rooms, at funerals, in times of personal crisis, and in moments of great joy. The
declaration that Jesus is "worthy" is a powerful antidote to fear and despair. When a person sings the Revelation Song lyrics, they are not
just reciting words; they are making a statement of faith. They are aligning their lives with the truth of who God is. This personal dimension
is what makes the song so powerful in both private devotion and corporate worship.

Using Revelation Song in Personal and Corporate Worship

If you are looking to incorporate the Revelation Song lyrics into your personal worship, consider using the song as a starting point for
meditation on the holiness of God. Read Revelation chapters 4 and 5, then listen to the song and allow the lyrics to deepen your
understanding of the passage. You can also use the Re
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