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Notarized Affidavit Of
Residency Massachusetts

Understanding the
Notarized Affidavit of
Residency in
Massachusetts

Establishing your legal residence in
t h e  C o m m o n w e a l t h  o f
M a s s a c h u s e t t s  i s  o f t e n  a
prerequisite  for  accessing  a  wide
range  of  services,  from  enrolling
your  child  in  a  public  school  to
obtaining  a  marriage  license  or
qualifying for in-state tuition. While
a driver's license or utility bill can
sometimes  suffice,  many  official
processes  require  a  more  formal
and legally binding document: the
Notarized Affidavit of Residency
Massachusetts.  This  document
serves as a sworn statement of fact,
verified by a certified notary public,
confirming that an individual lives
at a specific address. It provides a
higher  level  of  assurance  than
casual  proof,  as  it  carries  legal
weight and potential  penalties for
falsehood.  This  article  will  guide
you through everything you need to
know about obtaining, completing,
and  using  this  critical  document
effectively within the Bay State.

What Is a Notarized
Affidavit of

Residency?

An  affidavit  is  simply  a  written
statement made under oath. When
you  add  a  notary 's  seal  and
signature, it becomes a notarized
affidavit .  In  the  context  of
residency, this document provides
a formal declaration of where you
live.  The  notary's  role  is  not  to
verify the truth of your address but
to verify your identity and that you
signed the document willingly and
under  oath.  This  transforms  the
affidavit  from  a  mere  statement
into a legally binding document. In
Massachusetts,  the  Notarized
A f f i d a v i t  o f  R e s i d e n c y
Massachusetts  is  a  common
r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  m a n y
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  l e g a l
proceedings.

Why Is It Different from
Other Proof of Residency?

Standard proof of  residency often
includes  documents  like  lease
agreements,  bank  statements,  or
util ity  bil ls.  However,  these
documents can be outdated, easily
forged,  or  not  in  the  individual's
name.  A  Massachusetts  residency
affidavit,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a
current,  sworn  statement  that
explicitly states your residence. It
is particularly useful when:

You live with a family member



or friend and your name is not
on the lease or utility bills.
You have just moved and have
not yet received official mail
addressed to you.
You need to prove residency
for a specific date in the past.
A government agency or
institution requires a formal,
sworn document.

Common Scenarios
Requiring a
Notarized Affidavit of
Residency in
Massachusetts

Understanding  when  you  might
need this  document can help you
prepare  in  advance.  Several
c o m m o n  s i t u a t i o n s  i n
Massachusetts call for a notarized
aff idavi t  of  res idency  in
Massachusetts.

School Enrollment

Massachusetts public schools often
require proof of residency to verify
that  a  student  lives  within  the
district boundaries. If you are living
with a relative or family friend, a
notarized affidavit of residency
Massachuse t t s  f r o m  t h e
homeowner  or  leaseholder,  along
with your own sworn statement, is
frequently  required.  This  helps
prevent  school  choice  fraud  and
ensures  tax  dol lars  support
students  within  the  district.

Obtaining a Massachusetts
Driver's License or Real ID

The  Massachusetts  Registry  of
Motor  Vehicles  (RMV)  has  strict

requirements for proving residency
when applying  for  or  renewing a
driver's license, especially a REAL
ID.  While  acceptable  documents
are listed on the RMV website, if
you lack the standard documents,
an  affidavit  of  residency,  often
combined  wi th  a  sponsor 's
affidavit,  can  bridge  the  gap.

Court Proceedings and
Legal Matters

In family court,  probate court,  or
housing  court,  you  may  need  to
prove  residency  to  establish
jurisdiction.  For  example,  in  a
d i v o r c e  c a s e ,  y o u  m u s t
demonstrate that you have resided
in  Massachusetts  for  a  specific
per iod .  A  Massachuset ts
notarized affidavit of residency
can  serve  as  formal  evidence  in
these proceedings.

Voter Registration

While you can register to vote in
Massachusetts  us ing  other
documents,  election  officials  may
request  a  sworn  affidavit  if  your
residency  is  in  question.  This
ensures  that  only  residents  of  a
given  precinct  vote  in  local
elections.

Obtaining a Marriage
License

When  applying  for  a  marriage
license in a Massachusetts city or
town,  both  parties  must  provide
proof of residency if they claim to
be residents. A notarized affidavit
is an acceptable form of proof for
many town clerks.
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In-State Tuition at
Massachusetts Colleges

Students seeking to qualify for in-
state tuition rates at public colleges
and  universities  may  need  to
provide extensive documentation of
their residency, including a sworn
affidavit. This is especially common
for  students  who  have  recently
moved  to  Massachusetts  or  who
are financially dependent on out-of-
state parents.

Key Components of a
Valid Massachusetts
Affidavit of
Residency

For  a  notarized  affidavit  of
residency  in  Massachusetts  to
be  accepted,  it  must  contain
specific elements. While forms vary
by  institution,  the  following
information  is  standard:

Your Full Legal Name:1.
Include any middle names or
suffixes (Jr., Sr., III).
Your Current Residential2.
Address: The specific street
address, apartment number,
city, state, and ZIP code
where you physically live.
Statement of Fact: A clear3.
and concise statement that
you reside at the address
listed and that this is your
primary and legal residence.
Length of Residency: How4.
long you have lived at that
address. This is critical for
establishing duration
requirements.
Previous Address (if5.
applicable): Some forms
require your most recent

previous address and the date
you moved.
Purpose of Affidavit: A brief6.
statement explaining why you
need to prove residency (e.g.,
"for the purpose of enrolling
my child in the Boston Public
Schools").
Signature and Date: You7.
must sign and date the
document in the presence of
the notary.
Notary Block: The notary8.
must complete their section,
including their seal,
signature, commission
expiration date, and the date
of notarization.
Sworn Oath Language: The9.
affidavit should include
language indicating that you
swear or affirm the statement
is true under the penalties of
perjury.

How to Obtain a
Notarized Affidavit of
Residency in
Massachusetts

The process is straightforward, but
attention  to  detail  is  important.
Here  is  a  step-by-step  guide  to
securing a notarized affidavit of
residency Massachusetts.

Step 1: Obtain the Correct
Form

First,  determine  which  agency  or
institution  requires  the  affidavit.
Many organizations, such as school
districts,  courts,  and  the  RMV,
have  their  own  specific  forms.
Download  the  correct  form  from
the relevant website or request a



copy in person. Using a generic or
incorrec t  form  can  lead  to
rejection.

Step 2: Complete the
Document

Fill out the affidavit completely but
do not sign it. In Massachusetts, as
in most states, you must sign the
document  in  the  presence  of  the
notary  publ ic.  I f  you  sign  i t
beforehand, the notary will ask you
to  sign  again  in  their  presence.
Print the document neatly or type
the  in fo rmat ion  to  ensure
readability.

Step 3: Gather Required
Identification

To  prove  your  identity  to  the
notary,  you  will  need  a  valid,
government-issued  photo  ID.
Acceptable  forms  include  a
Massachusetts  driver's  license,  a
U.S. passport, or a military ID. The
notary  will  use  this  document  to
verify that you are who you claim
to  be.  If  your  ID  has  a  different
address  than  the  one  on  the
affidavit, explain this to the notary;
they  wi l l  s t i l l  notar ize  the
document as long as your identity
is confirmed.

Step 4: Find a Notary
Public in Massachusetts

Notaries  are  widely  available.
Common  places  include:

Banks and Credit Unions:
Most banks offer free notary
services for their customers.
UPS Stores and Shipping
Centers: These businesses
typically have a notary on
staff for a small fee.

Law Offices: Attorneys are
often notaries and may
provide the service for clients.
City or Town Clerk's Office:
Many municipal offices offer
notary services for a nominal
fee.
Online Notary Services:
Massachusetts allows for
remote online notarization,
which can be a convenient
option if you have a webcam
and digital documents. This is
especially useful if you are out
of state but need a
Massachusetts affidavit.

Step 5: Appear Before the
Notary

When  you  meet  with  the  notary,
present  your  unsigned  document
and your  ID.  The notary  will  ask
you  to  swear  or  affirm  that  the
statements in the affidavit are true.
You will then sign the document in
their  presence.  The  notary  will
complete  their  certificate,  affix
the i r  sea l ,  and  record  the
transaction  in  their  journal.

Step 6: Make Copies

Once  notarized,  make  several
copies of the completed document.
The original notarized document is
often required for submission, but
you  can  keep  copies  for  your
records.  Submit  the  original  as
instructed  by  the  requesting
agency.

Legal Implications
and Accuracy

Signing  a  notarized affidavit  of
residency Massachusetts is not a
tr iv ial  matter.  I t  is  a  sworn
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statement made under the penalty
of  per jury .  Prov id ing  fa lse
information can have serious legal
consequences, including:

Perjury Charges: Lying in a
sworn affidavit is a crime in
Massachusetts, punishable by
fines and even imprisonment.
Loss of Privileges: Falsely
claiming residency to gain
school enrollment or in-state
tuition can result in expulsion,
revocation of enrollment, and
financial penalties.
Legal and Financial
Liability: If you submit a
false affidavit in a court case,
you may face sanctions from
the court.
Immigration
Consequences: For non-
citizens, false statements on
official documents can
jeopardize immigration status.

Therefore,  it  is  essential  that  the
informat ion  you  prov ide  i s
completely accurate and truthful. If
you  are  unsure  about  any  detail,
verify it before signing.

Tips for a Smooth
Process

To  ensure  your  Massachusetts
notarized affidavit of residency
is  accepted  without  issue,  keep
these  best  practices  in  mind:

Contact the Requester
First: Before seeking a
notary, ask the agency or
institution what specific
information they need on the
affidavit. This prevents the
need to start over.
Bring Your Glasses if

Needed: You must be able to
read and understand the
document before signing it.
Do Not Leave Blanks: If a
section does not apply, write
"N/A" to prevent anyone from
adding information later.
Check the Notary's
Commission: Ensure the
notary's commission is
current and that their seal
includes their commission
expiration date, as required
by Massachusetts law.
Consider a Sponsor
Affidavit: If you live with
someone else, the property
owner or leaseholder may
need to sign a separate
affidavit of sponsorship
confirming that you live there.
This is very common for
school enrollment.

Frequently Asked
Questions About the
Massachusetts
Affidavit of
Residency

Can I use an out-of-state
notary?

Generally, no. The affidavit should
be notarized by a notary public who
is commissioned in Massachusetts,
especially if it will be submitted to
a Massachusetts agency. However,
if  you are out  of  state,  a  remote
online  notary  commissioned  in
Massachusetts can serve you. Some
agencies  may  accept  an  affidavit
notarized in another state, but it is
best to check first.



Is a notarized affidavit of residency the same as


