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Onn Dual Alarm Clock
Radio

Introduction

Waking up in the morning can be a challenge, especially when
you rely on a device that is either too complicated or simply
not reliable. The Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio has
emerged as a popular choice for those seeking a practical,
user-friendly bedside companion. Designed to blend
simplicity with modern features, this alarm clock radio offers
more than just a beep at dawn. In this comprehensive article,
we’ll explore every aspect of the Onn Dual Alarm Clock
Radio, from its design and sound quality to its ease of use and
overall value. Whether you’re a heavy sleeper, a morning
person, or someone who needs two separate alarms, this
device might be the perfect addition to your nightstand.

What Is the Onn Dual Alarm
Clock Radio?

The Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio is an affordable, feature-
packed alarm clock manufactured by Onn, a brand known for
offering budget-friendly electronics without sacrificing
essential functionality. It combines a traditional alarm clock
with a built-in FM radio, allowing users to wake up to either a



buzzer, a radio station, or combination sounds. The “dual
alarm” capability means you can set two separate wake-up
times—ideal for couples or individuals with different
schedules.

Key Specifications at a Glance

Display: Large, easy-to-read LED digits with
adjustable brightness
Alarm Types: Buzzer, FM radio, or a combination
Radio Band: FM (frequency modulation) with manual
and preset tuning
Power: AC adapter with battery backup (typically
requires 2 AAA batteries, not included)
Extra Features: Snooze button, USB charging port
(on some models), dual alarm settings

Design and Build Quality

When you first unbox the Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio,
you’ll notice its clean, minimalist design. The clock features a
rectangular body with a slightly angled face, making it easy to
read the time from your bed. The plastic casing feels sturdy
enough for everyday use, though it’s not a premium
build—expected at its price point.

Display Clarity

One of the standout design elements is the bright red or blue
LED display. The numbers are large and clear, visible even
from across the room. A brightness control button lets you
dim the display for sleeping or brighten it when you need to
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check the time during the night. This is a thoughtful touch for
light-sensitive sleepers.

Button Layout

The buttons are placed on top of the unit and along the front
panel. They are tactile and respond well to presses. The
snooze button is conveniently large and located on
top—perfect for those groggy morning moments. Volume and
tuning dials are mounted on the side, giving the clock a retro-
inspired feel while remaining functional.

Setting Up the Onn Dual Alarm
Clock Radio

Setup is straightforward, even for those who aren’t tech-savvy.
Plug in the AC adapter, insert backup batteries (if you want to
preserve settings during a power outage), and you’re ready to
go.

Step-by-Step Setup Guide

Connect power: Attach the included AC adapter and1.
plug into a wall outlet. Insert two AAA batteries into
the compartment on the bottom for backup.
Set the time: Hold down the “Time Set” or “Clock”2.
button, then use the “+” and “-” buttons to adjust hours
and minutes.
Set alarms: Press the “Alarm 1” or “Alarm 2” button.3.
Use the same adjustment buttons to choose the wake-
up time. Select the alarm source (buzzer, radio, or



both).
Tune the radio: Press the “Radio” button to turn on4.
the FM tuner. Use the tuning dial or seek button to find
your favorite station.
Adjust volume: Use the volume dial to set a5.
comfortable wake-up level.

That’s it. The entire process takes under five minutes, which is
a relief compared to some other alarm clocks that require
reading through a dense manual.

Sound Quality and Radio
Performance

Let’s face it—no one wants to wake up to a harsh, crackling
noise. The Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio delivers surprisingly
decent sound for its size and price. The built-in speaker is
mono, but it’s clear enough for speech and music on FM
radio. The buzzer alarm is a standard beeping tone that
increases in frequency if not silenced, which is effective but
not particularly pleasant.

FM Radio Reception

The FM radio tuner is sensitive and can pick up local stations
clearly, provided you extend the built-in wire antenna. The
manual tuning dial is smooth, but there’s also an auto-scan
feature on some models. You can store up to 10 or 20 preset
stations, allowing quick switching between your morning
news, talk shows, or music channels. The radio cuts off
automatically after a set sleep timer duration (usually up to 90
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minutes).

Dual Alarm Functionality

As the name implies, the dual alarm feature is the main
sel l ing point .  You can set  Alarm 1 and Alarm 2
independently, each with its own wake-up time, alarm type,
and volume level. This is exceptionally handy for roommates
or couples with different schedules. For example, one person
might wake up at 6:30 AM to a radio station, while the other
sleeps in until 7:45 AM and prefers a gentle buzzer.

Alarm Settings Explained

Wake to Buzzer: A standard electronic beep that
escalates in tempo.
Wake to Radio: Start your day with your favorite FM
station playing at a preset volume.
Wake to Buzzer + Radio: The radio plays first, and if
you don’t turn it off within a few minutes, the buzzer
kicks in as a backup.

The snooze button (usually labeled “SNZ”) gives you an extra
nine minutes of sleep before the alarm reactivates. You can
hit snooze as many times as you like, though that may not be
the best habit for productivity!

Additional Features Worth



Noting

While the Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio is primarily a clock
and radio, it includes a few extras that elevate its utility.

USB Charging Port

Many models come with a USB-A port on the back or side,
allowing you to charge your smartphone or tablet overnight.
The charging speed is standard (1A), not fast-charging, but it’s
perfectly adequate for topping off your device while you
sleep. This eliminates the need for a separate charger beside
your bed.

Battery Backup

The backup battery compartment (requires 2 AAA batteries)
ensures that your time and alarm settings are preserved during
a brief power outage. However, the backup does not power
the display or radio; it only maintains the internal memory.
When power returns, the display will flash until you reset the
clock or it recovers from backup.

Sleep Timer

Falling asleep to the radio is a nice touch. Press the “Sleep”
button to set a timer from 10 to 90 minutes. After the selected
interval, the radio automatically shuts off, saving energy and
letting you drift off without worrying about turning it off.
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Pros and Cons of the Onn Dual
Alarm Clock Radio

Every product has its strengths and weaknesses. Here’s an
honest assessment based on user experiences and expert
analysis.

Pros

Affordable price point – under $20 at most retailers
Dual alarms with independent settings
Large, dimmable LED display
Simple setup and intuitive controls
FM radio with preset stations
USB charging port for convenience
Battery backup holds settings

Cons

Speaker audio is mono and lacks bass
Plastic build feels somewhat cheap
Backup battery does not power the clock display
No Bluetooth or aux input for streaming music
Snooze button is a tad too easy to hit accidentally

How Does It Compare to Other
Alarm Clocks?

In the crowded market of bedside clocks, the Onn Dual
Alarm Clock Radio stands out as a solid budget option. Let’s



compare it to a few common alternatives.

vs. Sony ICFC1 Alarm Clock

The Sony ICFC1 is slightly more expensive and offers a larger
display with auto dimming. It also has dual alarms and FM
radio, but lacks a USB port. The Onn model wins on value
and convenience, while Sony edges ahead in build quality.

vs. Philips Wake-Up Light

Philips sunrise alarm clocks simulate dawn with gradually
increasing light—a premium feature. The Onn is far cheaper
and more straightforward. If you want a natural wake-up
experience, the Philips is better; if you just need a reliable
alarm and radio, the Onn is sufficient.

vs. Amazon Echo Dot with Clock

The Echo Dot adds smart assistant features, WiFi, and Alexa
voice control. The Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio is simpler
and doesn’t require internet connectivity. Some users prefer a
no-frills device that doesn’t track data or rely on cloud
services.

Tips for Getting the Most Out of
Your Onn Alarm Clock Radio

To maximize your experience, consider these practical tips:

Position wisely: Place the clock at least a foot away
from other electronics to avoid radio interference.
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Extend the antenna fully: For better FM reception,
uncoil the wire antenna and tape it to the wall or
behind the nightstand.
Adjust display brightness: Dim the LEDs to the
lowest comfortable level to avoid disrupting your sleep.
Test alarms before use: Set both alarms and let them
ring to ensure volumes and sources are correct.
Use battery backup: Even if you don’t expect power
outages, batteries keep your settings safe during
unplugging.

Who Should Buy the Onn Dual
Alarm Clock Radio?

This alarm clock radio is ideal for:

Budget-conscious shoppers who need a reliable
waking tool without spending a lot.
Couples or roommates who have different wake-up
times.
Back-to-basics users who prefer physical buttons
over smartphone apps.
Seniors who appreciate large, clear displays and
simple controls.
Anyone who wants a radio alarm without Bluetooth
or smart features.

If you are a tech enthusiast seeking a smart alarm with color
lights, music streaming, and voice control, you might find the
Onn too basic. But for its intended purpose—waking you up
reliably—it does the job admirably.



Common User Questions

Can I set different volumes for each alarm?

Yes. When setting Alarm 1 and Alarm 2, you can adjust the
volume independently. This is helpful if one person needs a
louder wake-up call.

Does the USB port charge fast?

The USB port provides standard 5V/1A output, suitable for
overnight charging. It won’t fast-charge modern phones, but it
will generally add about 50% charge overnight.

What happens during a power outage?

If backup batteries are installed, the clock retains time and
alarm settings. The display will go dark to conserve battery.
When power returns, the display may flash until you reset the
time, depending on the exact model. Newer versions often
restore automatically from backup memory.

Can I turn off the display completely at night?

The display dims but cannot be turned off entirely on most
models. However, the lowest dim setting is very soft and
should not disturb light sleepers.

Conclusion

The Onn Dual Alarm Clock Radio proves that you don’t
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need to spend a fortune to get a functional, well-designed
alarm clock. It offers dual alarms, a clear LED display, FM
radio, and a USB charging port—all in a compact, easy-to-use
package. While it lacks premium audio quality and smart
features, it excels at its core


