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How To Draw Famous Cartoons Step
By Step

Your Complete Guide: also an accessible skill for artists of all
) levels. Whether you are a complete
How To Draw Famous beginner or someone looking to refine

your technique, breaking down iconic
characters into simple shapes makes the
process enjoyable and rewarding. This
Have you ever watched a classic cartoon  guide will walk you through the
and wished you could bring those fundamentals and provide clear,
characters to life on paper? Learning how  repeatable steps for drawing some of the
to draw famous cartoons step by most beloved cartoon figures. By the end,
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your favorites and develop your own
style.

Why Learning How To
Draw Famous Cartoons
Step By Step Benefits
Every Artist

Cartoon characters are designed with
exaggerated features and clear
silhouettes, which makes them perfect
subjects for practice. When you learn
how to draw famous cartoons step by
step, you are essentially mastering the
building blocks of character design:
proportion, expression, and movement.
Each figure teaches you something new

about line work, shading, and
composition. Moreover, these characters
already have a strong visual identity in
the minds of viewers, so you receive
immediate feedback on your accuracy
and style. This structured approach builds
confidence and encourages
experimentation with your own original
creations later on.

Essential Materials and
Setup for Cartoon
Drawing

Before you begin your journey into how
to draw famous cartoons step by
step, gather a few basic supplies. You do
not need expensive gear, but having the
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right tools makes the process smoother. especially for faces.

What You Will Need Set up a clean, well-lit workspace. Keep
reference images of the characters you
want to draw nearby. The key is to
practice each step slowly - do not rush.
Remember: even professional artists rely
on step-by-step methods to maintain
consistency and capture the essence of
famous cartoons.

* Pencils (HB, 2B, 4B) - For
sketching outlines and adding
varied line weights.

e Erasers (kneaded and standard)
- For correcting mistakes and
lightening lines.

e Paper (smooth or sketch pad) -
A medium-weight paper that can

handle erasing without tearing. Step-by-Step Method for

* Fine-tip black markers or pens - Drawing Four Iconic
For inking the final lines if desired.
e Colored pencils or markers - To Cartoon Characters
bring your cartoons to life with
color. Below we break down the process of how
Dow@nSUENgsy mmetrical elementssa.org by step using -foununiversathyurecognized
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characters. Each section includes clear
instructions, from simple shapes to final
details.

1. How to Draw Mickey Mouse
Step by Step

Mickey Mouse’s design is based on circles
- perfect for beginners learning how to
draw famous cartoons step by step.

1. Draw the head circle. Start with a
large circle near the top of your
paper. Add two smaller circles on
top for the ears. The ears should be
placed at a slight angle to give
Mickey his characteristic cheerful
look.

2. Add the body and limbs. Below
the head, sketch an oval for the

4,

torso. Use thin lines to map the
arms and legs - they are essentially
elongated bean shapes. Mickey’s
hands and feet are large, so make
the gloves (circles with three
smaller circles for fingers) and
shoes (rounded rectangles)
oversized.

. Face details. Draw two small ovals

for eyes. Below them, place a
horizontal oval for the nose
(Mickey’s snout). Add a wide smile
that curves upward. For the mouth,
a simple curved line with a small
tongue works.

Refine and ink. Go over your
pencil marks with a fine-tip pen.
Add the two buttons on his shorts.
Erase any extra construction lines.
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Add shading under the ears and
behind the legs for depth.

5. Color. Use black for the ears, nose,
and body. Red for his shorts and
yellow for his shoes. The face is
flesh-toned.

2. How to Draw SpongeBob
SquarePants Step by Step

SpongeBob’s simple geometric shape
makes him a favorite in any how to draw
famous cartoons step by step guide.

1. Start with a rectangle. Draw a
tall rectangle - slightly wider at the
bottom. This is SpongeBob’s body.
Leave enough space above for his
hat.

is not completely rigid; his body has
a gentle wave. Use curved lines
along the sides of the rectangle to
create that spongy texture.

. Eyes and nose. Draw two large

circles for the eyes - spaced far
apart. Inside each, add a smaller
circle for the pupil. Place a long,
thin oval between the eyes for his
nose.

. Mouth and teeth. Below the nose,

draw a wide happy smile. Then two
large rectangular teeth sticking out
from the upper jaw. Add two small
ovals on the cheeks for his blush.

. Clothing and details. Sketch a

short vertical line for his tie. Draw
his white shirt collar and a small

2vAdd the.wavy. edges, SpangeBaby by Tayior FOWN.DElL; Add his sauare Rantss
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(lower part of the rectangle) with
some small rectangles to represent
the pockets.

. Arms and legs. Use simple stick-
like shapes for arms and legs. His
hands have four fingers, and his
feet are black shoes with a rounded
toe.

. Color with yellow, white, black,
and blue. The body is bright
yellow, eyes white, pupils black,
pants brown, and tie red. Add the
signature green spots (or blue,
depending on era).

an oval body and large ears - a great
exercise for understanding proportion in
how to draw famous cartoons step by
step.

1. Body and head shapes. Begin
with a large oval for the body
placed lower on the page. Overlap a
smaller circle on top for the head -
slightly angled to the right for a
dynamic pose.

2. Ears and tail. Draw two long,
pointed ears emerging from the top
of the head. The tips of the ears are
black. For the tail, sketch a zigzag
lightning bolt shape attached to the

3. How to Draw Pikachu Step by back of the body.

Step 3. Face features. On the face, place
two small black dots for eyes -

Pikachu's adorable features are based on leave a tiny white circle inside each
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as a highlight. Below that, draw a underbelly if you want extra detail.
small triangular nose. Then a wide
"w" shaped mouth that creates 4. How to Draw Charlie Brown
Pikachu's classic smile. Step by Step

4. Cheeks and feet. Add two bright
red circles on the cheeks. For the Charlie Brown’s simple round head and
feet, draw two oval shapes at the iconic zigzag shirt make him a classic

choice when learning how to draw

base of the body. His arms are
famous cartoons step by step.

short, simple cylinders that angle

outward. 1. Head circle. Draw a large circle -
5. Shading and details. Add a small Charlie Brown’s head is almost

brown stripe on the back (usually perfectly round. Do not worry about

visible if Pikachu is facing slightly a neck, as his body attaches

sideways). Use light pencil lines to directly below.

indicate the fur texture, especially 2. Hair curl. On the top front of his

around the cheeks and ears. head, draw a small curved line that
6. Color. The body is bright yellow, resembles a comma - this is his

ear tips black, cheeks red, and eyes single hair curl. That one curlisa

DovRlagkUserapale- yellowfor thesa org by Taylor SigNAtUredeatUE of 4 thousand miles
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3. Eyes and nose. Place two small

black dots for eyes, fairly close
together. Below them, in the
middle, a tiny oval for the nose. His
mouth is a simple, downturned line
- a subtle expression of his classic
worry.

. Body and clothes. Below the
head, draw a short rounded
rectangle for the torso. Add a zigzag
line across the chest for his shirt’s
pattern (the famous zigzag). Then
draw two short arms and two short
legs. His feet are simple ovals.

. Inking and shading. Use a black
marker to outline the head and
body. Leave the whites of the eyes
uncolored (no irises). Add a small
shadow under his feet to ground

him.

6. Color. Charlie Brown'’s shirt is
yellow with the black zigzag. His
pants are blue (or black in early
versions). His shoes are brown or
black. The head is simply white with
pencil shading.

Tips for Mastering How
To Draw Famous
Cartoons Step By Step

Repetition and observation are key. As
you practice how to draw famous
cartoons step by step, keep these
strategies in mind:

e Always start with basic shapes.
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Every cartoon, no matter how mouth to express happiness,
complex, begins with circles, ovals, surprise, or sadness.
rectangles, and triangles. Train your » Keep a sketchbook dedicated to
eye to see these forms first. cartoon studies. Fill pages with

e Use reference images. Pause the different head angles, hand poses,
cartoon or print stills. Analyze the and body stances. Over time, you
proportions - how big are the eyes will internalize the designs.
relative to the head? How far apart
are the ears? Common Mistakes and

¢ Practice consistent line work. .
Try to draw with smooth, confident How to Fix Them When

strokes. Do not scrub the pencil Drawing Cartoons
back and forth. Use light lines for

construction, then darker lines for
final details.

e Focus on expressions. The magic
of cartoons lies in emotion.
Experiment with changing the angle * Proportions off. The head may be

Even with a clear how to draw famous
cartoons step by step plan, beginners
often encounter pitfalls:

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Taylor & Rhys ¢ The journey of a thousand. mile's
begins with a single page. * Page 9



Taki amé“N’@ﬂf‘QSté‘g] L

reféfence and measure dist
using your pencil’s tip.

o Stiff poses. Cartoons should feel
lively. Fix: practice gesture drawing
- quick, loose sketches that capture
motion before adding details.

e Overcomplicating. Beginners
sometimes add too many lines. Fix:
stick to the essential shapes.
Simplicity is the heart of good
cartoon design.

e Symmetric problems. Eyes not
aligned or arms different sizes. Fix:
use a horizontal guideline across
the face and check the placement
of each element.

Creating Your Own
Characters

Once you have mastered how to draw
famous cartoons step by step for
several characters, you can start mixing
elements to create your own. Take the
roundness of Mickey Mouse, the
expressiveness of SpongeBob, and the
simplicity of Charlie Brown - combine
them into a unique design. The skills you
learn - shape construction, proportion,
and line confidence - are universal. With
consistent practice, you will develop a
personal style that sets your art apart.
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Conclusion cartoons step by step is a delightful
journey that opens the door to creative

expression. By breaking complex

Learning how to draw famous
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