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James Patterson Private Series in Order: A Complete Reading Guide

If you are a fan of fast-paced, twist-filled thrillers, you have likely encountered the name James Patterson. Among his many bestselling
series, the Private novels stand out as a gripping collection of crime stories that follow the world’s most elite investigation agency. But
with over a dozen books set across multiple continents, it can be challenging to know where to start. In this guide, we lay out the
James Patterson Private series in order so you can follow the exploits of Jack Morgan and his team from the very first page to the
latest pulse-pounding case. Whether you are a new reader or a longtime fan looking to fill in gaps, this reading order will help you
experience the series the way it was meant to be read.

What Is the Private Series?

The Private series introduces readers to Jack Morgan, a former U.S. Marine and the owner of Private, the world’s most exclusive
investigation and security firm. With offices in major cities around the globe, Private handles the most sensitive and high-profile
cases—from celebrity scandals to international conspiracies. Patterson, often writing with co-authors like Maxine Paetro and Mark
Sullivan, delivers breakneck storytelling in every installment. The series blends personal drama with professional intrigue, making
each book a standalone adventure that also builds a larger narrative around Jack’s past and his relationships.

To truly appreciate the depth of the series, it helps to read the books in their intended sequence. Below you will find the James
Patterson Private series in order, including both the main novels and key novellas that expand the universe.

The Complete Private Series in Order

The following list represents the publication order of the core Private novels. Each entry includes a brief summary to help you decide
which story appeals most to you. While some spin-offs exist (such as the Private Young Adult series), this guide focuses on the original
adult series featuring Jack Morgan.
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case involving a murdered college student. Meanwhile, he must also solve a personal mystery from his own past. This book sets
the stage for everything that follows.

. Private: The Royal (2011, novella) - A short but important story in which Jack is hired to protect a British prince from a

kidnapping threat. This novella deepens Jack’s relationship with his team and introduces elements that pay off in later books.

. Private Games (2012) - Co-written with Mark Sullivan, this novel takes Jack to London during the Olympic Games. A serial

killer is targeting athletes, and Private must stop the killer before the closing ceremony. The stakes are global, and the action is
non-stop.

Private: The Missing (2012, novella) - Jack’s own family history comes into focus when a woman claiming to be his sister
goes missing. This novella ties into the larger mystery of Jack’s past and his father’s legacy.

. Private London (2011, but often placed here in reading order) - While technically a spin-off focusing on Dan Carter, head

of Private’s London office, this book is often included in the series order because it expands the Private universe. A random killer
is targeting women in London, and Dan must uncover the pattern before it's too late.

Private Berlin (2013) - Jack sends his best agent, Mattie Engel, to Berlin after a colleague is murdered. The case leads into the
dark world of East German secret police and a conspiracy that threatens the entire Private organization.

. Private L.A. (2014) - Jack’s own family becomes the target when his brother and sister-in-law vanish along with their children.

The investigation forces Jack to confront secrets he thought were buried. This book is a turning point for the series.

Private Vegas (2015) - A series of wealthy tourists are disappearing in Las Vegas. Jack sends his team to infiltrate the high-
stakes world of casinos and crime. Meanwhile, a threat from Jack’s military past resurfaces.

Private Paris (2016) - When a French soccer star is kidnapped, Jack travels to Paris and discovers a terrorist plot that could
derail a major international summit. The city of light becomes the backdrop for some of the series’ best action sequences.
Private Delhi (2017) - Co-written with Ashwin Sanghi, this installment sends Jack to India where a deadly epidemic is being
weaponized. Private must race to find the source of the outbreak before it becomes a pandemic.

Private India (2018) - Another collaboration with Ashwin Sanghi, this book follows Private’s Mumbai office as they investigate
a series of murders tied to a cult. Jack plays a supporting role, but the story is essential for fans of the expanded Private world.
Private Moscow (2019) - Jack’s old friend and Russian oligarch is found dead under suspicious circumstances. Traveling to
Moscow, Jack uncovers a conspiracy that reaches the highest levels of the Kremlin. The cold Russian winter adds chilling
tension.

Private Shanghai (2020) - Private’s Shanghai office takes on a case involving a stolen advanced weapon. Jack’s team must
navigate the treacherous waters of international espionage, and a betrayal from within the firm puts everyone at risk.

Private Rome (2021) - The Vatican is the setting when a cardinal is murdered under mysterious circumstances. Jack is called
in to protect a secret that could shake the foundations of the Catholic Church. This book combines religious intrigue with
procedural thriller elements.



underworld and forces him to work with his estranged foster brother. Family ties are tested once more.

16. Private Dubai (2023) - In the glittering city of Dubai, a princess is kidnapped just days before her royal wedding. Jack and his
team must navigate a world of opulence and danger, where every ally could be an enemy.

17. Private Monaco (2024, expected) - The series continues with a new case set in the Mediterranean principality. Details are

under wraps, but fans can expect the same high-octane action and clever plots.

Note: Some readers choose to include the Young Adult Private series (starting with Confessions of a Murder Suspect) in a broader
reading order, but those books follow a different protagonist and are not part of Jack Morgan’s story. For the most cohesive
experience, stick to the list above for the James Patterson Private series in order.

How to Approach the James Patterson Private Series in Order

Because Patterson writes with multiple co-authors, the tone and pacing of each book remain remarkably consistent. You can read the
series as a continuous narrative,
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