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Military Draft Lottery Numbers
1974

Introduction: The Year the Draft Went
Silent

The Vietnam War draft  lotteries of  1969,  1970,  1971,  and 1972 are
etched  into  American  history.  Each  drawing  determined  the  fate  of
millions of young men based on a simple random number assigned to
their  birth  date.  However,  when  people  search  for  “Military  Draft
Lottery  Numbers  1974,”  they  often  discover  a  surprising  truth:  no
official  draft  lottery  was held  in  1974.  Yet  the year  remains  deeply
significant in the story of conscription. This article explores what the



1974 draft lottery numbers would have meant, the context of the all-
volunteer  force  transition,  and  why  1974  symbolizes  the  end  of  an
era—while offering clarity for those seeking historical records from that
pivotal year.

To understand the 1974 non-lottery,  we must first revisit  the lottery
system  that  preceded  it.  The  Selective  Service  conducted  random
drawings to  determine the order  of  induction for  eligible  men,  with
numbers ranging from 1 to 366 (one for each birth date). Lower numbers
meant higher likelihood of being drafted. By 1974, however, the United
States had ended conscription. President Richard Nixon signed the law
that created an all-volunteer military, and the last induction occurred in
1973. So why do so many people still  search for “1974 draft lottery
numbers”? The answer lies in deferred inductions, reserve obligations,
and the lingering shadow of the draft.
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The Draft Lottery System: A Brief Primer

Before diving into the 1974 specifics, it’s essential to understand how
the lottery worked. The Selective Service randomly assigned a sequence
number to each birth date during a nationally televised drawing. These
numbers  determined  the  priority  for  induction.  For  example,  on
December  1,  1969,  the  first  lottery  assigned  numbers  to  men  born
between 1944 and 1950. Subsequent lotteries covered men born in 1951
(1970 drawing),  1952 (1971 drawing),  and 1953 (1972 drawing).  By
1973, the draft had essentially ended, and no lottery was conducted for
men born in 1954 or later.

Key terms to note:

Sequence number: The number drawn for a specific birth date.
Lower numbers (e.g., 1–100) meant early induction.
Induction: The process of being called for military service.
Deferment: A temporary postponement of induction for reasons



such as college, hardship, or medical issues.
All-volunteer force: The military model after 1973, relying on
voluntary enlistment rather than conscription.

Given that the last lottery was held on February 2, 1972 (for men born in
1953), anyone turning 18 in 1973 or 1974 never received a sequence
number from a national drawing. This leads directly to the question:
“What about 1974?”

The 1974 Context: End of the Draft and the
All-Volunteer Force

The draft officially expired on June 30, 1973, although the last induction
actually occurred in December 1972. By January 1974, the United States
had  fully  transitioned  to  an  all-volunteer  military.  No  new  lottery
drawings  were  authorized,  and  the  Selective  Service  maintained  a
standby registration system but did not call any men. However, many
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men who had been deferred  or  who had received  high  numbers  in
previous lotteries still faced potential obligation—but only if Congress
reinstated the draft.

Important distinction:  The phrase “Military Draft  Lottery Numbers
1974” sometimes refers to the numbers assigned to men born in 1955 or
1956 who would have been called had the draft  continued. In some
historical  records,  hypothetical  or  “simulated”  numbers  have  been
circulated, but these were never official. The Selective Service did not
conduct any random drawing in 1974, 1975, or beyond.

Why the confusion? Several factors contribute:

Deferred men still in limbo: Men who had student deferments or1.
other exceptions in earlier years were not out of danger until the
draft ended. Some believed a 1974 lottery might occur to call those
who had exhausted deferments.
Military service obligations: Men who had enlisted in the2.



reserves or National Guard still had service requirements, but the
lottery system was moot.
Cultural memory: Popular media often lumps the Vietnam War3.
draft into a single era, and the year 1974 appears in some
dramatizations as a time when young men still feared the draft.
This creates a persistent search for “1974 draft lottery numbers.”

What Were the 1974 Draft Lottery
Numbers? Setting the Record Straight

To answer directly: there are no official “Military Draft Lottery Numbers
1974” because no lottery was conducted. However, there is a historical
curiosity. In 1974, the Selective Service did maintain a list of inductee
sequence numbers from previous years for administrative purposes. For
men born in 1954, the last year that had a lottery was 1972 (they were
assigned numbers when they turned 18). Those numbers were still used
to call men if needed, but no new inductions occurred after December
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1972.

If a hypothetical lottery had been held for men born in 1955 (the 1974
class),  it  would  have  followed  the  same  random  procedure.  Some
historians have reconstructed what such a lottery might have looked
like,  but  these  are  speculative.  The  table  below offers  a  sample  of
reconstructed  numbers  for  illustrative  purposes  only—they  are  not
official government records.

Note: The following is a fictional reconstruction for educational context
and does not represent real Selective Service data.

January 1: 245
February 14: 012
July 4: 199
October 31: 358
December 25: 001

Again,  these numbers are not  real.  The point  is  to show that  lower



numbers (like 001) would have meant a high risk of induction, while
higher  numbers  (like  358)  meant  a  safe  position.  Without  an actual
drawing, no young man in 1974 faced a randomly assigned induction
order.


