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Introduction: Unlocking Success in
U.S. History Since 1877

For students navigating the rigorous landscape of Texas education,
the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) standards serve as
the definitive roadmap for academic achievement. In no subject is
this more evident than in U.S. History Since 1877, a course that
covers the transformative period from Reconstruction to the modern
era. Chapter 17, a pivotal section within this curriculum, often
presents unique challenges due to its dense content and conceptual
complexity. This is where a thoughtful approach to Mastering The
Teks In United States History Since 1877 Chapter 17 Answer
Key becomes not just a study aid, but a strategic tool for deep
learning. This article will guide you through the process of using
such a resource effectively, ensuring you don't just find the right
answers, but genuinely understand the historical narratives and
analytical skills the TEKS demand.

The phrase "answer key" often conjures images of simple

verification—a tool to check your work at the end of a study session.
However, when applied correctly to the TEKS framework, an answer
key becomes a springboard for inquiry. It helps students identify
patterns in historical thinking, recognize the structure of
standardized assessment questions, and build the confidence
needed to tackle complex primary and secondary sources. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the specific content of Chapter
17, the relevant TEKS standards it addresses, and how to move
beyond rote memorization toward genuine historical mastery.
Whether you are a high school student preparing for the STAAR
exam or a teacher seeking effective instructional strategies, this
resource will illuminate the path to success.

Understanding the Scope of Chapter
17: The Crucible of the Modern Era

Before diving into any answer key, it is crucial to understand the
historical terrain of Chapter 17. In most standard Texas U.S. History
textbooks covering the period since 1877, Chapter 17 focuses on the
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tumultuous and transformative years of the Great Depression and
the New Deal (approximately 1929-1941). This chapter is a
cornerstone of the curriculum because it explains how a nation at
the peak of its economic power plunged into despair and then
fundamentally redefined the role of the federal government. The
TEKS for this period emphasize not only factual recall but also
conceptual understanding of causation, government intervention,
and social change.

Specifically, Mastering The Teks In United States History Since
1877 Chapter 17 Answer Key typically covers the following
critical areas:

e The Causes of the Great Depression: Including the stock
market crash of 1929, bank failures, overproduction, wealth
inequality, and the Dust Bowl.

e Herbert Hoover's Response: The philosophy of "rugged
individualism" and the limits of voluntary action.

* Franklin D. Roosevelt and the New Deal: The First and
Second New Deal, the "Alphabet Agencies" (AAA, CCC, TVA,
WPA, etc.), and the expansion of federal power.

e Criticism of the New Deal: From the political left (Huey
Long, Francis Townsend) and the political right (the Supreme
Court, the American Liberty League).

e The Human Impact: Stories of migration, unemployment,
and how ordinary Americans coped with the crisis.

The TEKS standards that align with this chapter are specific. For
example, they require students to analyze the causes and effects of
the Great Depression, evaluate the impact of the New Deal on the

American people, and understand the constitutional questions it
raised. An effective answer key will frame its responses around
these exact standards, helping you see the connection between a
multiple-choice question and the larger historical skill being tested.

The Art of Using an Answer Key:
From Passive Verification to Active
Learning

The single biggest mistake students make is treating an answer key
as a shortcut. They complete a set of questions, then quickly scan
the key to mark right or wrong. This approach yields minimal long-
term retention. To truly excel in Mastering The Teks In United
States History Since 1877 Chapter 17 Answer Key work, you
must adopt an active, metacognitive approach. Here is a proven
strategy:

Step 1: The "Attempt-First" Rule

Never look at the answer key until you have made a complete
attempt at every question. Write down your initial answer, even if
you are guessing. This act of committing to an answer primes your
brain to remember the correct information later. If you look at the
answer too quickly, you lose the opportunity for deep processing.
The struggle is part of the learning.
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Step 2: The "Why" Analysis

For every question in the key, especially the ones you got wrong,
ask "why?" Why is this the correct answer? Why are the other
options incorrect? This is where the key becomes a powerful
teaching tool. For example, a question might ask: "Which New Deal
program was primarily intended to provide immediate financial relief
to the elderly?" The correct answer might be Social Security. But the
key should also help you understand why the CCC (which employed
young men) or the WPA (which created jobs for the unemployed) are
incorrect. This deepens your understanding of the specific purpose
of each program.

Step 3: Cross-Referencing with TEKS Language

The best answer keys are organized by TEKS standard. If your key
lists "TEKS US.18(A)" next to a question, take the time to look up
that standard (either in your textbook or online). Read the official
language of the standard. Ask yourself: "Does my understanding of
this topic satisfy the standard's requirements?" For instance, TEKS
US.18(A) asks students to "evaluate the causes and effects of the
Great Depression on the American people." An answer key question
about the "Dust Bowl" is directly testing this standard. By connecting
the specific question to the broader goal, you build a framework for
understanding.

Key Concepts and Common Pitfalls

Many students struggle with Chapter 17 because the material
involves nuanced political and economic concepts. When working on
Mastering The Teks In United States History Since 1877
Chapter 17 Answer Key, pay special attention to these areas
where confusion commonly arises.

Distinguishing Between Relief, Recovery, and
Reform

The New Deal was philosophically divided into three "R's." Relief was
about immediate aid (e.g., FERA, Social Security). Recovery was
about restarting the economy (e.g., NRA, AAA). Reform was about
preventing future crises (e.g., FDIC, SEC). A strong answer key will
help you sort programs into these three categories. A typical
mistake is misclassifying the AAA (Agricultural Adjustment Act) as a
relief program when it was actually part of recovery. Pay close
attention to the language of the questions.

Understanding the Shift from the First to the
Second New Deal

The First New Deal (1933-1935) focused on economic recovery and
stabilization. The Second New Deal (1935-1938) was more focused
on social justice and long-term security, partly in response to
criticism from figures like Huey Long. Questions on the answer key
will often ask about this shift. Understanding the political context
(the growing popularity of more radical solutions) is key to getting
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these questions right.
The Legacy of the Dust Bowl

The Dust Bowl is not just an environmental disaster; it is a story of
human migration, government policy, and agricultural change.
Questions about the Dust Bowl often tie into TEKS about the human
impact of the Depression. When studying the answer key, note how
it connects the "Okie" migration to California to broader themes of
economic desperation and social dislocation.

Strategies for Specific TEKS
Standards in Chapter 17

To master the answer key, you must align your study with the
specific skills required by the TEKS. Here is how to approach the
most critical standards for this chapter.

TEKS US.17(B): Evaluating the Constitutional Issues
of the New Deal

This standard requires you to understand the debate over the
constitutionality of New Deal programs. The Supreme Court struck
down several key pieces of early New Deal legislation (like the NRA
and AAA) as unconstitutional overreach of federal power. FDR's
response was the "Court-packing" proposal, which was met with
heavy criticism. An answer key question on this topic might ask:
"What was the primary constitutional objection to the National
Industrial Recovery Act (NRA)?" The correct answer will revolve

around the Commerce Clause and the separation of powers. Do not
just memorize the answer; understand the constitutional principle at
stake.

TEKS US.18(A): Analyzing the Causes and Effects of
the Great Depression

This is a foundational standard. The answer key will likely include
guestions about the stock market crash, the role of banks,
overproduction, and the global economic situation. A strong strategy
is to create a cause-and-effect chart. The cause is the stock market
crash; the effect is bank runs. The cause of bank runs is lack of
deposit insurance; the effect is the collapse of the banking system.
Use the answer key to verify your chains of causation. If you get a
guestion wrong, trace the logic back to the root cause. This builds
the analytic skill the TEKS demand.

TEKS US.19(B): Explaining the Artistic and Cultural
Responses to the Great Depression

Students often overlook the arts, but the TEKS specifically require
you to understand how the Depression influenced culture. The
Federal Art Project, the photography of Dorothea Lange, the novels
of John Steinbeck (The Grapes of Wrath), and the films of Frank
Capra are all fair game. An answer key question might ask: "How did
the work of Dorothea Lange contribute to the public's understanding
of the Great Depression?" The answer is that her photographs
humanized the suffering and created empathy, which in turn helped
build support for New Deal programs. Again, the "why" is more
important than the "what."
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Moving Beyond the Answer Key:
Integrating Knowledge for the
STAAR

While an answer key is a powerful tool, it is just one part of a
comprehensive study plan. The ultimate goal is not just to pass a
chapter test, but to master the TEKS for the STAAR exam. Here is
how to integrate your work with the answer key into a broader
strategy.

Create Your Own Questions

After using the answer key for a set of chapter review questions, try
writing your own questions that align with the TEKS. For example, if
the key had a question about the TVA (Tennessee Valley Authority),
write a new question about its purpose (electrification, flood control,

economic development). This reverses the learning process and
forces you to think like a test maker. It is a high-yield study
technique that deepens your understanding of Mastering The Teks
In United States History Since 1877 Chapter 17 Answer Key
content.

Focus on Primary Sources

The TEKS and the STAAR exam place a heavy emphasis on primary
source analysis. Your answer key might include questions about a
political cartoon or a speech by FDR. When you review these
questions, go back to the original source. Read FDR's Inaugural
Address ("the only thing we have to fear is fear itself"). Read the
lyrics of "Brother, Can You Spare a Dime?" This contextual
understanding will make the abstract concepts of the answer key
come alive. It also helps you answer inference-based questions that
cannot be answered by simple fact recall.
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