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How To Start A
Lawn Mower

Introduction: Why
Knowing How To Start A
Lawn Mower Correctly
Matters

There  is  something  deeply  satisfying  about  a
freshly  mowed lawn.  The crisp  lines,  the  clean
scent of cut grass, and the sense of order it brings
to your property can set the tone for the entire
weekend.  But  before  you  can  achieve  that
manicured look, you have to confront the machine
itself.  If  you  have  ever  stood  in  your  garage,
yanking  a  pull  cord  until  your  arm  aches,  or
staring at a battery-powered mower that refuses
to hum to life,  you know that how to start a
lawn mower is not always as simple as it sounds.
Many homeowners skip over the basics, only to
find  themselves  frustrated  when  the  engine
sputters,  coughs,  or  remains  stubbornly  silent.

Understanding the correct  starting procedure is
not  just  about  saving  time;  it  is  about  safety,
engine longevity, and getting the most out of your



equipment.  A mower that  is  started improperly
can  suffer  from  flooded  engines,  damaged  spark
plugs, or even dangerous kickback. Whether you
are  a  first-time  homeowner  or  a  seasoned
gardener who just bought a new model, mastering
the art of starting your mower will  make every
lawn care session smoother and more enjoyable.
In this guide, we will walk you through every step,
from pre-start checks to troubleshooting, so you
never have to push a silent mower back to the
shed again.

Safety First: What to Do
Before You Even Touch the
Starter

Before  you  even  think  about  turning  a  key  or
pulling a cord, you must ensure the environment
and  the  machine  are  ready.  Safety  is  the
foundation  of  how  to  start  a  lawn  mower
correctly.  Take  a  moment  to  inspect  the  area
where you will be working. Clear the lawn of any
rocks, sticks, toys, or debris that could become
dangerous projectiles when the blades engage.

Personal Protective Equipment

While  it  might  seem like  overkill  for  a  simple
chore, wearing the right gear can prevent serious
injury. Sturdy closed-toe shoes with good grip are
non-negotiable. Safety glasses protect your eyes
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from  flying  debris,  and  hearing  protection  is  a
wise  choice,  especially  if  you are  using a  gas-
powered model.  Avoid loose clothing that could
get caught in the moving parts, and tie back long
hair.

Fuel and Oil Check

For  gas  mowers,  check  the  oil  level  using  the
dipstick before every use. Running a mower on
low  oil  can  cause  catastrophic  engine  damage
within minutes. Also, inspect the fuel tank. If you
are using old gasoline that has been sitting for
more than 30 days, it  may have degraded and
could cause starting problems. Fresh fuel is key to
a reliable start. For electric mowers, ensure the
battery is fully charged and the connections are
clean and secure.

Inspect the Mower Deck and Blades

Look underneath the mower deck. Grass clippings,
mud, and debris can clog the blade housing and
make  starting  more  difficult.  A  clean  deck  allows
the engine to  spin  freely.  Also,  check that  the
blade is not bent or damaged, as this can cause
excessive  vibration  and  strain  on  the  starter
system.

How To Start A Lawn



Mower: Gas-Powered Push
Mowers

Gas-powered push mowers are the most common
type found in suburban garages,  and they also
tend  to  be  the  most  finicky.  There  are  a  few
variations depending on whether your mower has
a primer bulb, a choke, or an electric start. Let us
break down the universal steps.

Step 1: Position the Mower on a Flat
Surface

Move the mower to a level area of your lawn or
driveway. Never attempt to start a mower on a
steep  slope  or  inside  a  closed  garage.  Carbon
monoxide from gas engines is deadly, and starting
on a slope can cause the mower to tip  or  roll
unexpectedly.

Step 2: Engage the Safety Features

Most modern mowers have a safety lever or bail
that must be held against the handlebar for the
engine to  run.  This  is  a  critical  safety  feature.
Make sure you understand how to squeeze this
lever before you attempt to start. If the mower
has a blade brake, ensure it is disengaged.

Step 3: Prime the Engine (If
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Applicable)

Look for a small rubber bulb, usually located near
the carburetor or air filter cover. This is the primer
bulb.  Press  it  gently  three  to  five  times  to  push
fuel  into  the  carburetor.  You  should  see  fuel
moving inside the bulb. Be careful not to over-
prime, as this can flood the engine. If your mower
does  not  have  a  primer  bulb,  it  may  have  an
automatic choke or a manual choke lever.

Step 4: Set the Choke

If  your  mower has a choke lever  or  flap,  set  it  to
the closed or full choke position when the engine
is cold. This restricts airflow and enriches the fuel
mixture, making it easier to start. Once the engine
warms up, you will  need to gradually open the
choke. Some mowers have a combination throttle
and choke control; consult your owner's manual
for the exact position.

Step 5: Pull the Starter Cord

Stand behind the mower with your feet shoulder-
width  apart.  Hold  the  handlebar  firmly  with  one
hand and grasp the starter cord handle with the
other.  Pull  the  cord  slowly  unti l  you  feel
resistance,  then  give  a  smooth,  strong,  and
steady pull. Do not yank it violently or let it snap
back. Allow the cord to rewind gently. It may take
two to four pulls for a cold engine to fire. If it does
not  start  after  several  pulls,  move  on  to  the



troubleshooting section.

Step 6: Adjust the Choke and Warm
Up

Once the engine sputters to life, gradually move
the  choke  lever  to  the  open  position.  Let  the
engine run for at least 30 seconds to a minute
before you begin mowing. This allows the oil to
circulate  and  the  engine  to  reach  operating
temperature.  Rev  the  engine  briefly  to  ensure  it
runs  smoothly  before  engaging  the  blade.

How To Start A Lawn
Mower: Electric and
Battery-Powered Models

Electric  mowers,  both  corded  and  battery-
powered, have become increasingly popular due
to their quiet operation and low maintenance. The
starting procedure is generally simpler, but there
are still important nuances to understand.

Starting a Corded Electric Mower

Plug  the  mower  into  a  grounded  outdoor
extension cord that is rated for the amperage of
the mower. Make sure the cord is positioned so
that it trails behind you and will not be run over.
Most corded mowers have a safety key or button
that must be inserted or pressed before the start
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lever engages. Squeeze the bail handle, and the
mower should start instantly. Always unplug the
mower  before  clearing  clogs  or  performing
maintenance.

Starting a Battery-Powered Mower

Battery mowers require a fully  charged battery
pack.  Insert  the  battery  into  the  compartment
until  it  clicks  into  place.  Press  the safety  start
button (if  equipped) and then squeeze the bail
handle.  The mower  should  come to  life  with  a
quiet hum. If the mower does not start, check that
the  battery  is  properly  seated  and  that  the
contacts are clean. Some models also require you
to hold the start button for a second or two before
the motor engages.

Troubleshooting Common
Starting Issues

Even when you follow every step correctly, things
can go wrong. Knowing how to diagnose common
problems will save you time and frustration. Here
are the most frequent issues and how to resolve
them.

The Engine Cranks but Will Not Start

This is the most common complaint. If you hear
the engine turning over  but  it  refuses to fire,  the
problem is  usually  fuel  or  spark related.  Check



that you have fresh fuel in the tank. If the fuel is
old, drain it and replace it. Next, inspect the spark
plug. Remove the spark plug wire and use a spark
plug socket to remove the plug. Look for carbon
buildup or a cracked insulator. Clean the plug with
a wire brush or replace it if necessary. Check the
gap  with  a  feeler  gauge  and  adjust  it  to  the
manufacturer's specification.

The Engine Floods

If  you  smell  gasoline  strongly,  you  may  have
flooded  the  engine  by  over-priming.  In  this  case,
set the choke to the open position and hold the
throttle wide open (if applicable). Pull the starter
cord several times with the choke off to clear the
excess  fuel.  Let  the  mower  sit  for  15  minutes
before trying again.

The Starter Cord Is Hard to Pull

A  stiff  pull  cord  can  indicate  a  seized  engine,  a
bent blade, or a problem with the recoil starter.
First, try removing the spark plug and pulling the
cord.  If  it  pulls  easily,  the  issue  is  internal
compression or a hydraulic lock in the cylinder. If
it remains stiff, check the blade for obstructions or
damage. If the blade spins freely but the cord is
still  hard to pull, the recoil assembly may need
lubrication or replacement.
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Battery-Powered Mower Will Not Start

For  battery mowers,  the most  common culprits
are a dead battery or a poor connection. Try a
different  battery  if  you  have  one.  Clean  the
battery terminals with a dry cloth. Check that the
battery is fully charged and that the charger is
functioning properly. If the mower still  does not
start, consult the manufacturer's troubleshooting
guide, as some models have internal fuses that
may need replacement.

Seasonal Maintenance for
Reliable Starting

One of the best ways to ensure you never struggle
with how to start a lawn mower is to perform
routine maintenance. A well-cared-for mower will
start reliably every time.

End-of-Season Storage

At the end of the mowing season, drain the fuel
tank or add a fuel stabilizer. Run the mower until
the carburetor is empty. Change the oil, clean or
replace the air filter, and sharpen the blade. Store
the  mower  in  a  dry,  sheltered  location.  These
steps  prevent  gummed-up  carburetors  and
corroded  components.



Pre-Season Tune-Up

Before  the  first  mow  of  the  year,  check  the  oil,
install a fresh spark plug, and replace the air filter
if it is dirty. Inspect the fuel lines for cracks. A
tune-up takes less than an hour and can eliminate
starting problems for the entire season.

Regular Cleaning

After each use, remove grass clippings from the
undercarriage  and  around  the  engine.  A  clean
mower runs cooler and starts more easily. Use a
hose or a scraper to remove buildup, but avoid
spraying  water  directly  into  the  engine  or  air
intake.

How To Start A Lawn
Mower: Riding Mowers
and Tractors

Riding mowers and lawn tractors follow a similar
logic to push mowers, but with additional steps.
Always  sit  in  the  operator's  seat  before
attempting to start. Most riding mowers have a
safety  switch  that  prevents  starting  unless  the
parking  brake  is  engaged  and  the  blades  are
disengaged. Insert the key and turn it to the run
position. Set the choke if the engine is cold. Press
the brake pedal and turn the key to start. Release
the key once the engine runs. Gradually close the
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choke  as  the  engine  warms  up.  If  your  riding
mower has a battery, ensure it is charged, as a
weak  battery  is  a  common  cause  of  starting
failure in these machines.

Conclusion: Master the
Start, Enjoy the Cut

Learning how to start a lawn mower properly is
a small investment of time that pays dividends all
season  long.  By  following  a  consistent  routine,
checking your fuel and oil, and understanding the
unique  requirements  of  your  specific  model,  you
can eliminate the frustration of a stubborn engine.
Remember that safety is always the first step, and
regular  maintenance  is  the  secret  to  reliable
performance.  Whether  you  are  pushing  a  gas
mower across a small city lot or riding a tractor
over several acres, a smooth start leads to a clean
cut and a more enjoyable lawn care experience.
Now,  go ahead and give  that  cord  a  pull  with
confidence.


