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The Timeless Appeal of
the Paper Tricorn Hat
Pattern

Few accessories evoke the spirit of the
18th century quite like the tricorn hat.
With its distinctive turned-up brim and
three-cornered shape, this iconic
headpiece immediately brings to mind
images of colonial gentlemen, pirate

captains, and revolutionary heroes.
Today, whether you are preparing for a
school play, a historical reenactment, a
Halloween costume, or a themed party,
a paper tricorn hat pattern offers an
accessible, affordable, and highly
customizable way to create this classic
piece of headwear. Unlike felt or fabric
versions that require advanced sewing
skills, a paper hat can be assembled
with common household materials in a
single afternoon. This guide will walk
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you through everything you need to
know about using a paper tricorn hat
pattern, from understanding the hat’s
historical roots to crafting your own
finished piece.

The beauty of a paper tricorn hat
pattern lies in its versatility. You can
scale it for adults, children, or even
dolls. You can decorate it with feathers,
gold trim, or painted details. And
because paper is inexpensive, you can
experiment with different sizes and
styles without a significant investment.
Before diving into the step-by-step
instructions, let’s first explore the
history that gives this hat its enduring
charm.

A Brief History of the Tricorn
Hat

The tricorn hat first gained popularity in
the late 17th century and remained
fashionable throughout the 1700s. Its
name comes from the French “tricorne”
meaning “three-horned.” The wide brim
of a standard round hat was turned up
and pinned or stitched in three places,
creating the iconic tri-corner shape. This
design was both practical and stylish:
the turned-up brim allowed the wearer
to tip the hat politely, and the shape
helped channel rainwater away from the
face. The tricorn became synonymous
with European aristocracy and military
officers, and later with American
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colonists during the Revolutionary War.
Today, it remains a powerful symbol of
that era, making it a popular choice for
costumes and educational projects.
Understanding this history adds depth to
your crafting experience, especially
when you create your own paper tricorn
hat pattern.

Why Choose a Paper
Tricorn Hat Pattern?

There are several compelling reasons to
opt for a paper pattern over other
materials. First and foremost, paper is
readily available and requires no special
tools. You likely already have cardstock,

scissors, glue, and a printer at home.
Secondly, paper patterns are easy to
modify. If you need a smaller or larger
hat, you can simply adjust the scaling on
your printer or redraw the template.
Third, paper tricorn hats are lightweight,
which is especially important for
children who may need to wear the hat
for extended periods. Finally, paper
provides a perfect canvas for
decoration. Markers, acrylic paint,
glitter, and fabric scraps all adhere well
to paper, allowing you to achieve a look
that ranges from historically accurate to
whimsically pirate-themed.
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Materials You Will Need

Before you download or create a paper
tricorn hat pattern, gather the
following materials:

e Paper or cardstock - Standard
printer paper works, but heavier
cardstock (60-80 Ib) gives the hat
more stability and durability.

e Scissors - Sharp scissors are
essential for clean cuts.

e Glue or double-sided tape -
Craft glue or a glue stick works
well; tape is faster for children.

e Ruler - For measuring and scoring
fold lines.

e Pencil and eraser - For marking

the pattern if drawing by hand.

e Printer - To print a pre-made
template (optional).

¢ Decorations - Feathers, gold or
silver paper, ribbons, markers,
paint, or adhesive gems.

If you prefer to draw your own pattern,
you will also need a compass or a large
circular object (like a dinner plate) to
trace the brim.

Step-by-Step Guide to
Using a Paper Tricorn
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Hat Patte§iqwn: A rectangle roughly 22

Step 1: Obtain or Create the
Pattern

You have two options: download a free
template online or draw your own. Pre-
made templates are widely available on
crafting websites and educational
resources. Look for a pattern that
includes three main pieces: the crown
(the dome that sits on your head), the
brim (the large circular ring that gets
folded up), and optional side tabs for
assembly. If you are drawing your own,
use these approximate measurements
for an adult-sized hat:

inches wide by 8 inches tall
(adjust for head circumference).

e Brim: A large circle with an outer
diameter of about 18 inches and a
center hole that matches the
crown’s circumference.

» Tabs: Small rectangles (about 1 x
2 inches) to connect the brim to
the crown.

Transfer your chosen paper tricorn hat
pattern to cardstock. If using a printed
template, cut along the solid lines
carefully. Do not cut the dashed fold
lines yet.
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Step 2: Assemble the Crown

The crown forms the top part of the hat.
Take the rectangular piece and curve it
into a cylinder, overlapping the short
edges to fit your head size. Secure with
glue or tape. The cylinder should sit
snugly but comfortably. For a more
authentic look, you can cut small slits
along one edge of the cylinder (about
half an inch deep) and bend them
outward to create tabs that will attach to
the brim. If your pattern already
includes tabs, skip this step.

Step 3: Prepare the Brim

The brim is the most distinctive part of

the tricorn. Using your paper tricorn
hat pattern, cut out the outer circle
and the inner circle (the hole). The inner
circle should match the circumference of
your crown. If your brim piece is a ring,
you may need to cut a slit from the
outer edge to the inner hole to allow it
to slide over the crown. Once you have
the ring, you will fold up three sections
of the brim to create the triangular
shape. Mark three equidistant points
around the brim (at roughly 12, 4, and 8
o'clock positions). Using a ruler, gently
score a line from each point inward
toward the inner circle, about 2 to 3
inches deep. Then fold those sections
upward at a 90-degree angle. The brim
will now have three raised “horns.”
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Step 4: Attach the Crown to
the Brim

Place the crown cylinder inside the hole
of the brim. If your crown has tabs, glue
them to the underside of the brim. If not,
apply a line of glue around the top edge
of the brim (the part touching the
crown) and press firmly. Hold for a few
seconds until the glue sets. The crown
should be centered, with the folded-up
brim sections projecting outward.

Step 5: Secure the Corners

To give your tricorn hat the classic
triangular silhouette, you may need to
slightly overlap the folded brim sections

at the corners. Some patterns include
triangular corner pieces that you glue in
place to reinforce the shape.
Alternatively, you can simply glue the
overlapping edges of the folded brim
together at the three points. This will
keep the brim from flopping down and
maintain the three-cornered profile.

Decorating Your Paper
Tricorn Hat

Now that the basic structure is
complete, it is time to personalize your
creation. The paper tricorn hat
pattern is just the beginning; the real
magic happens with decoration. Here
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are some ideas:

e Historical accuracy: Paint the
hat black or dark blue. Add a gold
or silver painted band around the
crown, and attach a single large
feather to one side (often the left).

e Pirate flair: Use brown paper or
paint the hat in weathered tones.
Add a skull-and-crossbones sticker
or a drawn symbol. You can also
attach a small Jolly Roger flag to
the back.

e Patriotic theme: For a Fourth of
July or Revolutionary War
costume, use red, white, and blue
paper. Add a small cockade (a
rosette of ribbon) on the side.

e Fantasy or steampunk: Cover

the hat with metallic paper, add
gears, watch parts, or colorful
feathers for a whimsical twist.

Remember to wuse lightweight
decorations to avoid weighing down the
paper. Glue feathers or other
embellishments with a strong craft
adhesive, and let the hat dry completely
before wearing.

Tips for a Perfect Fit
and Finish

Getting the sizing right is crucial for a
comfortable paper tricorn hat. Measure
the wearer’s head circumference before
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cutting the crown. Add at least half an
inch for overlap and ease. If the crown is
too loose, you can add a strip of foam or
a band of elastic inside. If it is too tight,
you can cut a notch and widen the
cylinder. Because paper can tear easily,
handle the hat gently while assembling.

For a more durable hat, consider
laminating the paper or using a spray-on
acrylic sealer after decorating. You can
also glue the paper to a thin layer of
poster board for extra rigidity. If you
plan to wear the hat outdoors on a
windy day, reinforce the brim with a wire
rim inserted into a folded hem, though
this requires more advanced crafting.

Variations on the Basic
Pattern

The standard paper tricorn hat
pattern produces a classic silhouette,
but you can adapt it in many ways:

e Miniature hats: Scale the pattern
down to make party favors, doll
accessories, or cake toppers.

* Bicorne style: Instead of folding
up three points, fold only two
opposite points to create a bicorne
hat (like Napoleon’s).

e Wide-brimmed tricorn: Enlarge
the outer circle of the brim for a
more dramatic, theatrical look.
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Avb'l’uo-piece crown: For a more
three-dimensional dome, use a
pattern that includes separate
side and top pieces, which you
glue together.

Experiment with different types of paper
as well. Kraft paper gives a rustic
appearance, while glossy photo paper
creates a shiny, polished finish. You can
even use scrapbook paper with pre-
printed patterns to save time on
decoration.

Common Mistakes to

Even with a clear paper tricorn hat
pattern, beginners sometimes
encounter issues. Here are a few pitfalls
and how to avoid them:

1. Cutting the brim too deeply:
When scoring the fold lines on the
brim, do not cut all the way
through the paper. Score lightly,
then fold. Deep cuts weaken the
brim and may cause it to tear.

2. Using too much glue: Wet glue
can warp and ripple paper. Apply a
thin, even layer, or use a glue
stick or double-sided tape for a
cleaner finish.
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3. Skipping the sizing test: Always corners: The three points where
hold the crown against the the brim folds are stress points.
wearer’s head before attaching Add a small triangle of extra
the brim. It is much easier to cardstock behind each corner to
adjust the size at this stage. strengthen the hat.

4. Neglecting to reinforce
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