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Introduction: A Timeless
Standard That Every Musician
Should Know

Few compositions in the American songbook have achieved
the enduring stature of "All The Things You Are." Written by
the legendary duo of Jerome Kern (music) and Oscar
Hammerstein Il (lyrics) for the 1939 operetta Very Warm for
May, this song has transcended its Broadway origins to
become one of the most frequently performed and studied
standards in jazz and popular music. For musicians, finding the
right All The Things You Are Sheet Music is often the first
step on a journey into the heart of harmonic sophistication and
melodic beauty. Whether you are a classically trained pianist,
a jazz gquitarist, a vocalist, or a budding saxophonist, this piece
offers endless rewards. This article will explore the rich history
of this iconic song, break down the various types of sheet
music available, guide you to the best sources for obtaining
them, and offer practical advice for learning and performing
this masterpiece.

The Enduring Legacy of "All The
Things You Are"

To fully appreciate the sheet music, it helps to understand why
this song is so revered. "All The Things You Are" debuted on
Broadway and, despite the show being a commercial failure,
the song quickly became a hit. Its enduring appeal lies in its
remarkable harmonic structure. The song is famous for its
series of descending and ascending key changes, moving
through a cycle of fourths and modulating through several
keys (Ab major, Eb major, G major, C major, and finally back to
Ab major) within a compact 32-bar AABA form.

This harmonic sophistication made the song a favorite among
jazz musicians in the 1940s and 1950s. Artists like Charlie
Parker, Dizzy Gillespie, and later, Bill Evans and John Coltrane,
used it as a vehicle for improvisation. The chord progression,
with its intricate ii-V-I patterns and surprising modulations,
became a fundamental study tool for jazz students. Today,
learning from an accurate All The Things You Are Sheet
Music is considered essential for understanding jazz harmony
and voice leading. The song is a rite of passage, a piece that
tests a musician's understanding of structure, melody, and
harmonic movement.

Understanding the Different
Types of Sheet Music

Before purchasing or downloading All The Things You Are
Sheet Music, it is crucial to understand the different formats
available. Each serves a different purpose depending on your
instrument and skill level.

Lead Sheets

The lead sheet is the most common format for jazz musicians.
It contains the melody (usually notated in treble clef) and the
chord symbols above the staff. A lead sheet for "All The Things
You Are" will show the iconic melody line written by Kern, with
the chord names (e.g., Fm7, Bbm7, Eb7, Abmaj7) written
above. This format is perfect for soloists who want to

tmprovise; accompany themselves,-or-play trr a combo-setting.- -

You can find lead sheets in the All The Things You Are
Sheet Music collections of famous fake books like The Real
Book.

Piano/Vocal Arrangements

These are the traditional arrangements found in Broadway
songbooks. They include the full lyrics by Hammerstein, the
vocal melody line, and a complete piano accompaniment
written out by an arranger. This version is ideal for singers and
pianists who want to perform the song as a ballad, exactly as
it was heard on stage. The harmony is often voiced in a lush,
romantic style. If you are looking for All The Things You Are
Sheet Music for a vocal recital or a formal performance, this
is the format you need.

Jazz Arrangements and Transcriptions

For advanced players, the most valuable resource is often a
transcription or a specific jazz arrangement. These are note-
for-note transcriptions of famous solos (such as Charlie
Parker's or Chet Baker's) or fully arranged charts for big band
or small ensemble. Transcriptions are an advanced form of All
The Things You Are Sheet Music that teaches you how the
masters approached the harmony. You will learn specific licks,
rhythmic phrasing, and melodic concepts that you can
incorporate into your own playing.

Simplified or Educational Editions

Many publishers offer graded versions of the song. These are
arrangements that simplify the harmony or the rhythm for
beginners. While they may not capture the full harmonic
richness of the original, they are an excellent starting point for
students who are not yet ready for the complexity of the jazz
changes. Look for All The Things You Are Sheet Music
marked as "easy piano" or "beginner guitar" if you are new to
the instrument.

Where to Find High-Quality
Sheet Music

Finding a reliable and accurate version of All The Things You
Are Sheet Music is easier than ever, but it requires a
discerning eye. Here are the best sources:

Online Digital Marketplaces

Websites like Musicnotes.com, Sheet Music Plus, and
Virtual Sheet Music offer legal, high-quality digital
downloads. These platforms allow you to transpose the key
instantly, a feature that is incredibly useful for vocalists. You
can purchase specific arrangements (piano solo, vocal with
chords, guitar tab) and download them instantly as PDFs.
These are the most reliable sources for accurate All The
Things You Are Sheet Music because they are licensed and
professionally engraved.

Fake Books and Real Books

The gold standard for jazz players remains the Real Book.
There are several volumes, but the original "Real Book Volume
1" contains the most famous version of the lead sheet. You
can buy legal, published editions from Hal Leonard. Other
excellent collections include The New Real Book and The
Standards *Real - Book:. - FThese- provide the -deftnitive -All “Fhe

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Elsa & Mya ¢ Explore the unseen. ¢ Page 1



Things You Are Sheet Music for jazz musicians.
Library of Congress and Public Domain Sources

While the composition is still under copyright, older editions
and arrangements may be available through university
libraries or archives such as the Library of Congress Digital
Collections. Additionally, many open-source websites offer
transcriptions posted by users. However, be cautious with
user-generated content; the accuracy of the chord changes
and melody can vary significantly. Always cross-reference any
free All The Things You Are Sheet Music with a trusted
recording or another score.

Tips for Learning and Performing
the Piece

Once you have your copy of All The Things You Are Sheet
Music, the real work begins. Here are some strategies to help
you master this standard.

Analyze the Harmony First

Do not just play the notes. Sit down and analyze the chord
progression. The song moves through five different keys. Go
through the sheet music and pencil in the key centers. For
example, the first eight bars are in Ab major, the next eight
modulate to C major, and so on. Understanding the harmonic
roadmap is the key to memorizing the tune and improvising
effectively. This is the most important step in studying any All
The Things You Are Sheet Music.

Learn the Melody Away from the Instrument

Hammerstein's lyric is a long, flowing line that perfectly fits
the music. Even if you are an instrumentalist, try singing the
melody. Understanding the phrasing of the lyrics (e.g., "You
are the promised kiss of springtime") will help you shape the
melody with more expression. Mark the phrasing in your All
The Things You Are Sheet Music to remind yourself to
breathe and shape the lines.

Practice the ii-V-l Progressions

The song is built almost entirely on ii-V-l progressions. On your
All The Things You Are Sheet Music, isolate these patterns
(e.g., Fm7 to Bbm7 to Eb7 to Abmaj7). Practice them in all
keys. This will not only help you play this tune but will improve
your overall playing in every standard you learn.

Listen to Recordings

No sheet music can replace the value of listening. Find
recordings of the song by the artists mentioned earlier. Listen
to how they interpret the rhythm. The sheet music might say
"swing," but hearing how Ella Fitzgerald or Stan Getz phrases
the eighth notes is invaluable. Use the All The Things You
Are Sheet Music as a guide, but let the recordings teach you
the feel.

Common Arrangements and
Notable Recordings

To get the most out of your All The Things You Are Sheet
Music, it helps to be familiar with the landmark recordings
that have shaped the song's interpretation.

e Charlie Parker (1942) - Parker's recording is a
masterclass in bebop improvisation. His version of the
melody and his solo are often transcribed and sold
separately as All The Things You Are Sheet Music for
saxophone.

e Bill Evans (1962) - The pianist's trio recording (from
the album Moon Beams) is a lesson in harmonic voicing
and lyrical improvisation. His use of the melody is deeply
emotional.

e Ella Fitzgerald (1962) - Her vocal version from Ella
Sings Broadway is definitive. Listen to how she navigates
the difficult intervals of the melody with perfect pitch
and phrasing.

e John Coltrane (1964) - Coltrane's recording from the
album Crescent takes the harmony in a more
exploratory direction, using "Coltrane changes" over the
original form.

Having the All The Things You Are Sheet Music in front of
you while listening to these recordings is a powerful study
method. You can see exactly how these giants deviate from
the page and create something new.

Why This Song Remains a Staple
in Music Education

Many universities and music conservatories use this song as a
benchmark for placement exams and improvisation classes.
The reason is simple: "All The Things You Are" covers almost
every fundamental concept of tonal harmony within a concise
form. When a student brings in their All The Things You Are
Sheet Music for a lesson, the teacher can assess their ability
to read complex chord symbols, navigate modulations,
construct a melodic solo over changes, and understand form.
It is @ microcosm of the entire jazz tradition. Master this tune,
and you have unlocked the door to hundreds of other
standards.

Conclusion

"All The Things You Are" is more than just a beautiful song
from a forgotten Broadway show. It is a living document of
musical history, a technical challenge, and a source of endless
inspiration. Whether you are sourcing a simple lead sheet or a
complex transcription of a Charlie Parker solo, the journey
through this piece is one of the most rewarding experiences a
musician can have. The right All The Things You Are Sheet
Music is your trusted companion on that journey. It is the map
to a treasure trove of harmonic knowledge and melodic grace.
So, find a version that suits your level, listen to the masters,
and start playing. This great standard is waiting for you to
bring it to life.



