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Sra Corrective Reading
Placement Test

Introduction: Why
Accurate Placement
Matters in Reading
Intervention

Reading  is  the  foundation  of  all
academic learning. When students
struggle with reading, every subject

becomes more challenging. This is
why  structured  intervention
programs like the SRA Corrective
Reading  program  exist.  However,
even  the  best  program  cannot
succeed  without  proper  student
placement. This is precisely where
the  SRA  Corrective  Reading
Placement  Test  plays  a  critical
role. It is the gateway that ensures



each  student  begins  at  the  right
instructional level, maximizing their
chance  for  success .  In  th is
comprehensive  guide,  we  will
explore  every  aspect  of  this
essential assessment tool, from its
structure and administration to its
impact on student outcomes.

What Is the SRA
Corrective Reading
Program?

Before  diving  into  the  placement
te s t  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  he lp fu l  t o
understand the program it serves.
The  SRA  Corrective  Reading

program  is  a  research-based
intervention designed for students
in  grades  3  through  12  who  are
reading  be low  grade  leve l .
Developed by Siegfried Engelmann
and his colleagues, this program is
built  on  the  principles  of  Direct
I n s t r u c t i o n ,  a  t e a c h i n g
methodology that emphasizes clear,
explicit, and systematic instruction.

The  program  is  divided  into  two
major  strands:  Decoding  and
Comprehension.  Each  strand  is
further broken down into multiple
levels,  ranging  from  basic  word
r e c o g n i t i o n  t o  a d v a n c e d
comprehension  skills.  Because
students come to the program with
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widely  varying  skill  gaps,  it  is
essential  to  place  them  in  the
correct  level  from  the  very  first
lesson.  A student  placed too high
w i l l  s t r u g g l e  a n d  b e c o m e
frustrated. A student placed too low
will  be  bored  and waste  valuable
instructional  t ime.  The  SRA
Corrective  Reading  Placement
Test  solves  this  problem  by
providing  a  reliable,  data-driven
method  for  determining  the  ideal
starting point for each learner.

Understanding the

SRA Corrective
Reading Placement
Test

The  SRA  Corrective  Reading
Placement  Test  is  a  diagnostic
assessment  tool  that  measures  a
student's  current  reading  skills
across several key areas. It is not a
comprehensive  achievement  test,
nor is it intended to be used as a
progress-monitoring tool. Instead, it
serves a single, focused purpose: to
ident i f y  wh ich  leve l  o f  the
Corrective  Reading  program  a
student  should  begin  with.



The placement test is available for
b o t h  t h e  D e c o d i n g  a n d
Comprehension strands.  Each test
is  designed  to  be  administered
individually,  taking  approximately
10 to 15 minutes per student. This
one-on-one  format  allows  the  test
administrator  to  observe  the
student's reading behaviors closely,
noting not just correct answers but
also error patterns, hesitations, and
strategies  the  student  uses  when
encountering  unfamiliar  words  or
passages.

Two Distinct Strands, Two
Distinct Tests

Because  the  Decod ing  and

Comprehension  strands  target
different  skill  sets,  they  have
separate placement tests. A student
may place into different levels for
each strand,  and this  is  perfectly
normal.  For  example,  a  student
might  have strong decoding skills
but  weak  comprehension,  or  vice
versa. The placement tests ensure
that each strand is addressed at the
appropriate level of challenge.

Decoding Placement Test:
This test assesses a student's
ability to decode words,
recognize letter-sound
correspondences, read
nonsense words, and read
connected text with accuracy
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and fluency. It covers skills
from basic phonemic
awareness through advanced
multisyllabic word reading.
Comprehension Placement
Test: This test measures a
student's ability to understand
what they read. It assesses
vocabulary knowledge, ability
to answer literal and
inferential questions, skill in
following written directions,
and capacity to analyze text
structure and draw
conclusions.

Components of the
SRA Corrective
Reading Placement
Test

The  SRA  Corrective  Reading
Placement  Test  is  carefully
designed to sample the full range of
skills taught in the program. Below
i s  a  b r e a k d o w n  o f  t h e  k e y
components found in each strand's
test.

Decoding Placement Test
Components

The  Decoding  placement  test



typically  includes  several  subtests
that  increase  in  difficulty.  The
administrator begins with an entry
point based on the student's grade
level or suspected skill level, then
adjusts upward or downward based
on performance.

Letter Sounds: The student
is asked to say the sound
associated with individual
letters and common letter
combinations, such as sh, ch,
th, and oo.
Word Reading: The student
reads a list of real words that
become progressively more
complex, moving from CVC
words to multisyllabic words.

Nonsense Word Reading:
The student reads invented
words that follow regular
phonics patterns. This subtest
is particularly valuable
because it measures decoding
skill without the influence of
sight-word memory.
Oral Reading Fluency: The
student reads a short passage
aloud while the administrator
records errors and time. This
provides a measure of both
accuracy and rate.

Comprehension Placement
Test Components

The Comprehension placement test
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focuses on a different set of skills,
though  it  also  progresses  from
easier  to  more  difficult  tasks.

Vocabulary: The student
defines words or selects the
correct meaning from a set of
options. Words are drawn
from the program's
vocabulary lists.
Sentence Comprehension:
The student reads sentences
and answers questions about
them. This may include
following written directions or
identifying the main idea.
Passage Comprehension:
The student reads short
paragraphs and answers

literal, inferential, and
evaluative questions.
Critical Thinking: For
higher levels of the test, the
student may be asked to
compare ideas, identify cause-
and-effect relationships, or
predict outcomes.

How to Administer
the SRA Corrective
Reading Placement
Test

Accurate administration of the SRA
Corrective  Reading  Placement
Test  is  essential  for  obtaining



reliable  results.  The  following
guidelines help ensure that the test
is given correctly every time.

Preparation Before Testing

Before administering the test,  the
teacher  or  test  administrator
should thoroughly  review the test
manual  and  become familiar  with
the  scripted  directions,  scoring
criteria,  and  decision  rules.  All
necessary materials,  including the
student  copy,  the  administrator
recording  form,  a  timer,  and  a
stopwatch, should be gathered. The
testing  environment  should  be
quiet,  free  from  distractions,  and
comfortable for the student.

Administering the Test

The  test  is  administered  one-on-
one.  The  administrator  follows  a
script to ensure that directions are
delivered  consistently  from  one
s t u d e n t  t o  t h e  n e x t .  T h i s
standardization  is  crucial  for
maintaining the validity of the test.
The  administrator  records  the
student's  responses  in  real  time,
noting any errors, self-corrections,
or hesitations.

One of the most important aspects
of administration is knowing when
to stop. The test is designed so that
if a student makes too many errors
on  a  part icular  subtest ,  the
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administrator  discontinues  that
section and moves to an easier level
o r  e n d s  t h e  t e s t  e n t i r e l y .
Conversely,  if  a  student  performs
per fect ly  on  a  subtes t ,  the
administrator may skip ahead to a
more  challenging  section.  These
decision rules are clearly outlined
in the test manual.

Scoring the Test

Scoring  is  straightforward.  The
administrator tallies the number of
correct  responses  and  compares
the score to the placement criteria
provided  in  the  manual.  These
criteria specify the minimum score
required  for  placement  into  each

level of the program. If a student's
score  falls  below the  cutoff  for  a
given  level,  the  administrator
attempts the next lower level. The
goal is to find the highest level at
which  the  student  meets  the
criteria, as this ensures the student
is challenged but not overwhelmed.

Interpreting
Placement Test
Results

Once the SRA Corrective Reading
Placement  Test  has  been
administered  and  scored,  the
results  are  used  to  place  the



student into the appropriate level of
the  program.  This  placement
decision has significant implications
for  the  student's  success,  so  it
should be made carefully.

Placing into the Decoding
Strand

The  Decoding  strand  includes
multiple levels, such as A, B1, B2,
C, and beyond. Level A is the most
basic,  focusing  on  phonemic
awareness  and  s imple  word
reading. Level C and above address
multisyllabic  words  and  advanced
decoding strategies. The placement
test results indicate which level the
student  should  begin  with.  For

example,  a  student  who can read
simple  CVC  words  but  struggles
with  blends  and  digraphs  would
likely place into Level B1.

Placing into the
Comprehension Strand

The Comprehension strand also has
multiple levels,  including A,  B,  C,
and D. The A level focuses on basic
v o c a b u l a r y  a n d  s e n t e n c e
comprehension, while higher levels
address  complex  text  structures,
inference,  and  critical  analysis.
Placement  test  results  guide  the
administrator  to  the  appropriate
level. For instance, a student who
can  understand  literal  questions
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but  struggles  with  inferential
quest ions  might  p lace  into
Comprehension  Level  B.

When Students Score in the
Gray Area

In  some  cases,  a  student's  score
may  fall  very  close  to  the  cutoff
line.  When  this  happens,  the
a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h o u l d  u s e
professional  judgment,  supported
by observational notes from the test
session.  If  the  student  appeared
anxious  or  distracted  during  the
test, it may be wise to place them in
the lower level to ensure success. If
the student seemed confident and
was  making  only  careless  errors,

t h e  h i g h e r  l e v e l  m i g h t  b e
appropriate. The key is to prioritize
the student's confidence and long-
term  growth  over  a  single  test
score.

Benefits of Accurate
Placement

Using  the  SRA  Correct ive
Reading  Placement  Test  to
determine the correct starting level
offers  numerous  benefits  for
students, teachers, and schools.

Reduces Frustration:
Students who are placed
correctly experience an



appropriate level of challenge.
They are not overwhelmed by
material that is too difficult,
nor are they bored by material
that is too easy. This keeps
them engaged and motivated.
Maximizes Instructional
Time: When students begin at
the right level, teachers do not
need to spend time reteaching
skills that have already been
mastered or backtracking to
fill in gaps. Every lesson
builds on what the student
already knows and moves
them forward.
Improves Student
Outcomes: Research
consistently shows that

accurate placement leads to
faster and more sustained
reading gains. Students who
are placed correctly are more
likely to achieve grade-level
reading proficiency within the
intervention period.
Supports Data-Driven
Decision Making: The
placement test provides
objective data that can be
shared with parents,
administrators, and support
staff. This data helps to
document the student's needs
and justify the intervention
placement.
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Tips for Teachers and
Administrators

Getting the  most  out  of  the  SRA
Corrective  Reading  Placement
Test  requires  more  than  just
following the manual. Experienced
users  o f  the  program  have
developed  practices  that  improve
the accuracy and usefulness of the
test results.

Build Rapport Before
Testing

Students  who  are  nervous  or
anxious  may not  perform at  their
best.  Take  a  few  minutes  at  the

beginning of the test session to talk
with the student, explain what will
happen, and reassure them that the
test is not a grade. Emphasize that
the purpose is to find the best place
for them to learn.

Take Notes on Error
Patterns

In addition to recording correct and
incorrect answers, note the types of
errors the student makes. Do they
confuse  short  vowel  sounds?  Do
they  guess  at  multisyllabic  words
based on the first syllable? Do they
read fluently but fail to understand
what  they  read?  These  patterns
provide  valuable  diagnostic



information  that  goes  beyond  the
placement level itself.

Reassess Periodically

Placement is not a one-time event.
As  students  progress  through the
program, their  skills  improve.  Re-
administering the placement test at
key points such as the beginning of
a  new  school  year  or  after  an
extended  absence  can  help
determine if the student is still in
the  correct  level.  Some programs
recommend  placement  testing  at
least  once  per  year.

Use the Test for More Than
Placement

While the primary purpose of  the
SRA  Correct i ve  Reading
Placement Test is placement, the
results can also inform instruction.
The specific errors a student makes
on the test can be used to target
instruction during the program. For
example, if a student struggles with
vowel  digraphs  on  the  placement
test,  the  teacher  can  pay  close
attention to those skills during the
early lessons.
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Common Questions
About the SRA
Corrective Reading
Placement Test

How long does the
placement test take?

Most  students  can  complete  the

test in 10 to 15 minutes. However,
students  who  are  very  weak  in
reading  may  finish  more  quickly
because  the  test  ends  after  a
certain number of errors. Students
who are strong readers may take a
bit  longer  as  they  move  through
more challenging subtests.
Can the placement test be
given in a group?

No. The


