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Mti Beauty And The Beast Jr Script

Bringing the Magic to Life: A Complete Guide to the MTI Beauty and the
Beast Jr Script

For  decades,  the  tale  as  old  as  time  has  captivated  audiences  around  the  world.  From  the  enchanting  animated  film  to  the
breathtaking Broadway production, Beauty and the Beast remains one of the most beloved stories ever told. Today, young
performers  and  theatre  educators  have  a  unique  opportunity  to  bring  this  classic  to  their  own  stages,  thanks  to  the  officially
licensed MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script. This adaptation, created by Music Theatre International, offers a condensed yet faithful
version of the original Broadway show, tailored specifically for middle school and junior high performers. Whether you are a drama
teacher planning your next school musical, a parent helping with a community youth production, or a young actor preparing for an
audition, understanding this script's structure, opportunities, and requirements is essential for a successful show.

What Is the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script?

The MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script is a one-hour musical adaptation of the classic Disney stage production. Music Theatre
International, widely known as MTI, is the leading licensing agency for school and community theatre productions. Their "Junior"
series takes full-length Broadway shows and carefully edits them to be age-appropriate, shorter in runtime, and more accessible
for young performers. This particular script retains all of the iconic songs, including "Be Our Guest," "Belle," and the unforgettable
title duet, while condensing scenes and dialogue to fit a 60-minute performance window.

What makes this script especially valuable is that it respects the source material while acknowledging the limitations of youth
theatre. The story beats remain intact: Belle, a bookish young woman, trades places with her father to become the prisoner of a
cursed prince. The prince, trapped in the body of a monstrous beast, must learn to love and be loved in return before the last petal
falls from an enchanted rose. The MTI edition keeps all of this emotional depth while streamlining the narrative for younger cast
members and shorter rehearsal periods.

Key Differences from the Full-Length Version

If you are familiar with the original Broadway score or the full-length MTI version, you will notice several thoughtful adjustments in
the Junior script. First, the running time is reduced from approximately two and a half hours to just about one hour. This makes it
perfect for school assemblies,  evening performances with young audiences, or festival  settings.  Second, some of the more
complex  vocal  arrangements  have  been  simplified.  The  harmonies  remain  beautiful,  but  they  are  written  in  keys  that  suit
developing voices. Third, the dialogue has been tightened. Subplots that appear in the full show, such as the expanded backstory
for Maurice or additional scenes in the village, are streamlined or removed to keep the focus squarely on Belle and the Beast's
central journey.

Additionally, the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script includes helpful production notes and staging suggestions. These resources are
invaluable for directors who may be working with limited budgets, small stage spaces, or minimal technical support. The script
explicitly recommends creative solutions for the transformation scene, the enchanted objects, and the iconic ballroom dance,
ensuring that even a modest production can feel magical.

Who Is the Target Audience for This Script?

The Junior series is designed primarily for performers aged eight to fourteen. However, the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script is
most commonly produced by middle schools, junior high drama clubs, community youth theatres, and summer camp programs.
The vocal ranges, character complexity, and thematic content are all appropriate for this age group. That said, many high schools
and  even  adult  community  groups  have  successfully  produced  this  version  when  a  shorter  runtime  or  simplified  production  is
desired.

For educators, this script is an exceptional teaching tool. It introduces young performers to the fundamentals of musical theatre:
character development, ensemble work, stage movement, and vocal expression. The story itself carries powerful lessons about
looking beyond appearances, the transformative power of kindness, and the importance of standing up for what you believe in.
These themes resonate deeply with middle school students, making the production not only entertaining but also meaningful.

Character Breakdown and Casting Considerations

Casting the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script requires careful thought. While some roles are clearly defined, the script also offers
flexibility for larger ensembles. Here is a look at the principal characters and what to consider when casting them.

Belle

Belle is the heart of the show. She is intelligent, independent, and compassionate. The actress playing Belle needs strong vocal
ability, particularly for her solo moments in "Belle" and the emotional "A Change in Me" (included in some versions of the Junior
script). She also must convey genuine emotional growth, moving from frustration with her provincial life to deep, sacrificial love for
the Beast. Look for a performer who can balance sweetness with strength.



The Beast

The  Beast  is  a  challenging  role  for  any  young  actor.  He  must  communicate  rage  and  vulnerability,  often  without  the  benefit  of
extensive facial expressions due to makeup or a mask. The actor needs a strong singing voice for "If I Can't Love Her" and the final
duet. More importantly, he must be able to show the Beast's internal transformation through body language and vocal tone. This
role often goes to an older or more experienced member of the cast.

Gaston

Gaston is the arrogant, self-absorbed villain of the story. He is a gift for any young performer who loves playing a larger-than-life
character. The role requires comic timing, physical confidence, and a strong, bold singing voice for "Gaston" and "The Mob Song."
Casting a charismatic actor who can be unlikeable yet entertaining is key to making Gaston work.

Lefou

Lefou is Gaston's bumbling sidekick. He provides much of the comic relief and is a wonderful role for a performer who is agile,
expressive,  and  loves  physical  comedy.  In  the  MTI  Junior  script,  Lefou's  role  is  slightly  simplified  but  remains  essential  for  the
show's humor.

The Enchanted Objects

Lumiere, Cogsworth, Mrs. Potts, and Chip are fan favorites. These roles require distinct personalities and vocal qualities. Lumiere
should be suave and energetic, Cogsworth fussy and precise, Mrs. Potts warm and maternal, and Chip bright and innocent. The
ensemble  of  enchanted  objects  also  includes  Babette,  the  Wardrobe,  and  various  other  servants.  These  roles  offer  excellent
opportunities  for  younger  or  less  experienced  performers  to  shine  with  memorable  moments.

The Ensemble

The townspeople, villagers, and additional castle servants make up the ensemble. In the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script, the
ensemble is heavily featured in almost every musical number. This is a show where every cast member stays busy, and the
ensemble work is crucial for creating the vibrant world of the story. Directors should plan for a large group, as the script provides
ample opportunities for group choreography and vocal harmonies.

Musical Numbers and Vocal Demands

The MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script includes all of the major songs from the Broadway production, though some are shortened.
Here is a typical song list you can expect:

Belle
No Matter What
Me
Be Our Guest
Something There
Human Again
Beauty and the Beast
The Mob Song
Beauty and the Beast (Finale)

Each song presents unique challenges and opportunities. "Be Our Guest" is a high-energy spectacle number that demands strong
ensemble coordination and creative staging. "Something There" is a gentle, introspective piece that requires subtle acting from
Belle and the Beast. "The Mob Song" is intense and dramatic, giving the ensemble a chance to show range and power. Vocal
directors should pay special attention to vocal health, as young performers can easily strain their voices trying to match the power
of  the  original  Broadway cast.  The MTI  arrangement  is  designed with  these considerations  in  mind,  but  careful  rehearsal
techniques remain essential.

Vocal Range Adaptations

One of the primary strengths of the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script is that it transposes several songs into keys that are more
comfortable for young, developing voices. For instance, Belle's songs are generally placed in a comfortable mid-range, avoiding
the extreme high notes that can be problematic for adolescent sopranos. Similarly, the Beast's music is adjusted to avoid forcing
young male voices into uncomfortable lower registers. These adaptations make the show singable for a wider range of talent,
which is a significant advantage for school productions where casting options may be limited.

Production and Staging Considerations

Bringing the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script to life requires thoughtful planning, especially when working with limited resources.
The show is famous for its magical elements: the transformation of the prince, the dancing furniture, and the iconic ballroom
scene. Fortunately, the Junior script provides staging suggestions that allow for creativity without demanding a Broadway budget.

Set Design Tips

The story moves between the provincial village, the castle interior, and the Beast's West Wing. A minimalist approach often works
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best. Using rolling set pieces, such as market stalls that become dining room tables, can allow for quick scene changes. The rose,
of course, is a central prop and should be given special attention. Many productions use a large, freestanding frame with a single
glowing rose at the center, which can be illuminated and dimmed to show the passing of time.

Costume Considerations

Costumes for the enchanted objects are a highlight of any Beauty and the Beast production. For the Junior script, practical
creativity is encouraged. Lumiere can be achieved with a golden vest, candle-tipped gloves, and a warm light-up effect. Cogsworth
uses a clock face worn as a medallion or carried as a prop. Mrs. Potts requires a teapot-shaped overskirt or apron. The key is to
make costumes recognizable without being cumbersome, as young performers need to move and dance freely.

Lighting and Special Effects

The transformation scene and the rose's glow are the two most critical lighting moments. Colored gels, a simple fog machine, and
a well-placed spotlight can create the necessary magic on even the smallest stage. The transformation of the Beast back into the
prince is often handled by having the actor step behind a screen or a cloak while a quick change happens, or by using a staged
blackout with a costume switch. MTI's production guide offers several solutions for this moment.

Why Choose the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script for Your Production?

There are many reasons why this script has become a staple of youth theatre worldwide. First, the name recognition is undeniable.
Parents, students, and community members are already familiar with and love the story, which helps with ticket sales and
audience engagement. Second, the script is incredibly well-crafted. MTI's team of educational theatre professionals has carefully
considered what works for young performers. The pacing is brisk, the humor lands, and the emotional beats resonate strongly.

Third,  the  script  promotes  inclusion.  The  Junior  version  allows  for  flexible  casting,  with  several  ensemble  roles  that  can  be
expanded or consolidated depending on your group size. This means that more students can participate, which is often a primary
goal for school productions. Finally, the show teaches valuable life lessons. The themes of empathy, courage, and seeing beyond
surface  appearances  are  exactly  the  kind  of  messages  that  benefit  young  people,  and  experiencing  them  firsthand  through
performance  is  far  more  powerful  than  simply  reading  about  them.

Licensing and Legal Considerations

It is important to emphasize that the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script is a licensed property. You cannot legally produce this
show without obtaining performance rights from Music Theatre International. The licensing process involves paying a fee based on
your expected ticket revenue and the size of your venue. You also agree to present the show as written, without unauthorized
changes to the script or music. MTI provides production kits that include the script, piano/vocal scores, and digital resources such
as rehearsal  tracks and choreography videos.  These materials  are an investment,  but they ensure that your production is
legitimate, professional, and supported by the publisher.

Schools and community groups often apply for licenses months in advance, as popular shows like Beauty and the Beast Jr. can
have scheduling conflicts. It is wise to check MTI's online availability calendar before committing to specific performance dates.

Rehearsal Tips for Directors

Directing the MTI Beauty and the Beast Jr Script requires balancing artistic vision with practical realities. Here are a few tips drawn
from experienced youth theatre directors:

Start with the story. Before diving into choreography or blocking, spend time with your cast discussing the themes and1.
character motivations. When young actors understand why Belle stays with the Beast, or why Gaston is so threatened by her
independence, their performances become more authentic.
Build vocal confidence early. Schedule dedicated vocal rehearsals separate from staging rehearsals. This allows young2.
singers to master the music without the distraction of movement, and it builds their confidence for later run-throughs.
Plan for costume and prop changes.3.


