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Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck

The Birth of a
Legend: How
Bigfoot The
Original Monster
Truck Changed
Motorsports
Forever

In the world of
motorsports, few vehicles
have achieved the kind of
legendary status that
Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck
commands. What began
as a backyard project in
the late 1970s quickly
evolved into a cultural
phenomenon that not

entirely new sport but
also captured the
imagination of millions
around the globe. To
understand the
monumental impact of
Bigfoot, we must first
travel back to the small
town of Hazelwood,
Missouri, where a man
named Bob Chandler had
a vision that would
forever alter the
landscape of off-road
entertainment.

Bob Chandler, a
construction worker and
avid off-road enthusiast,
was not satisfied with the
performance of his 1974
Ford F-250 pickup truck.
He wanted a vehicle that
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obstacles, crush smaller
cars, and dominate
terrain that would leave
ordinary trucks stranded.
With the help of his wife,
Marilyn, and a small
group of friends,
Chandler began
modifying his truck with
larger tires, reinforced
suspension, and a more
powerful engine. Little
did he know that these
modifications would lay
the foundation for what
we now recognize as
Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck.

The Vision Behind
the Monster

The name "Bigfoot" was
inspired by Chandler's
love for the legendary
cryptid of the Pacific
Northwest, a creature
known for its massive
size and mysterious
presence. It seemed
fitting for a truck that

would grow to mythical
proportions in the eyes of
fans. The original Bigfoot
was built on a standard
Ford F-250 chassis, but it
was anything but
standard. Chandler
installed massive 48-inch
tires, which were
originally intended for
agricultural use, and
upgraded the suspension
to handle the immense
weight and stress of off-
road driving.

The first public
appearance of Bigfoot
The Original Monster
Truck took place at a
local tractor pull in 1979.
The crowd was stunned
as the massive truck tore
through the course,
leaving dirt and debris in
its wake. It was
immediately clear that
this was not just a
modified pickup; it was
something entirely new.
The term "monster truck"
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had not yet been coined,
but the template had
been set.

The Engineering
Behind the Beast:
What Made
Bigfoot So
Revolutionary

To fully appreciate
Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck, it is
essential to examine the
engineering innovations
that set it apart from
anything that came
before. While modern
monster trucks are highly
specialized machines
built from the ground up
for competition, Bigfoot
was a product of
ingenuity,
resourcefulness, and a
willingness to push
mechanical limits.

Suspension and
Chassis Design

The suspension system
on the original Bigfoot
was a marvel of backyard
engineering. Chandler
used heavy-duty leaf
springs sourced from a
school bus and combined
them with custom shock
absorbers to handle the
brutal impacts of off-road
driving. The chassis was
reinforced with steel
plates to prevent
structural failure under
extreme stress. This
combination allowed
Bigfoot to absorb jumps,
bumps, and collisions
that would have
destroyed a standard
pickup truck.

Tire Technology
and Traction

One of the most defining
features of Bigfoot The
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was its enormous tires.
Measuring 48 inches in
diameter and 21 inches
wide, these tires were
originally designed for
high-clearance
agricultural vehicles.
Chandler recognized that
the massive footprint
provided unparalleled
traction and flotation in
soft terrain, allowing
Bigfoot to power through
mud, sand, and snow
with ease. The tires also
gave the truck its
intimidating, larger-than-
life appearance that
became its signature.

Engine and
Powertrain

Under the hood, Bigfoot
was powered by a heavily
modified Ford 460 cubic-
inch V8 engine. Chandler
tuned the engine to
produce over 600
horsepower, which was
an extraordinary figure

for the late 1970s. The
engine was coupled to a
reinforced transmission
and a custom transfer
case that distributed
power to all four wheels.
This setup gave Bigfoot
the ability to accelerate
quickly, climb steep
inclines, and maintain
control at high speeds
over rough terrain.

Bigfoot's Rise to
Fame: Key
Moments That
Defined an Icon

The journey of Bigfoot
The Original Monster
Truck from a local
curiosity to an
international sensation is
marked by several
pivotal events. These
moments not only
solidified Bigfoot's place
in history but also helped
launch the monster truck
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industry as a whole.

The First Car Crush

In 1981, Bob Chandler
performed what is widely
considered the first-ever
car crush in a monster

truck. During a
demonstration in
Indianapolis, Chandler

drove Bigfoot over a row
of junk cars, flattening
them under the massive
tires. The sight of a truck
crushing cars with such
ease was electrifying to
the audience and quickly
became the defining act
of monster truck shows.
This single stunt
transformed Bigfoot from
a novelty into a
spectacle.

The First Televised
Appearance

As word spread about the
incredible feats of

Monster Truck,
television producers took
notice. In 1982, Bigfoot
was featured on the
popular show "That's
Incredible!" which
showcased extraordinary
human achievements
and stunts. The national
exposure introduced
Bigfoot to millions of
viewers who had never
seen anything like it.
Overnight, the legend of
Bigfoot grew beyond the
off-road community and
entered mainstream pop
culture.

The Birth of
Monster Truck
Racing

By the mid-1980s, the
popularity of Bigfoot had
inspired other builders to
create their own monster
trucks. Competition soon
followed, and the first
organized monster truck
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was a dominant force in
these early events,
showcasing not only its
power and durability but
also the skill of its driver.
Bob Chandler became a
household name, and
Bigfoot became
synonymous with the
sport itself.

The Cultural
Impact of Bigfoot
The Original
Monster Truck

It is impossible to
overstate the influence
that Bigfoot The
Original Monster Truck
has had on popular
culture. From toys and
video games to movies
and merchandise, Bigfoot
has transcended its
origins as a modified
pickup truck to become a
globally recognized
symbol of power,

freedom, and American
ingenuity.

Toys, Games, and
Collectibles

Almost as soon as Bigfoot
achieved national fame,
toy manufacturers began
producing scale models
and die-cast replicas.
Children who watched
Bigfoot crush cars on
television could now own
a piece of the legend.
Video games like
"Bigfoot: The Legendary
Monster Truck" allowed
fans to virtually drive the
iconic truck through
obstacle courses and
compete in races. These
products helped cement
Bigfoot's place in the
hearts of multiple
generations.

Bigfoot in Film and
Television

Beyond its appearances
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on variety shows and
sports programs, Bigfoot
has been featured in
numerous
documentaries,
commercials, and even
feature films. The truck's
unmistakable silhouette
and roaring engine have
made it a favorite for
directors looking to
convey raw power and
excitement.
Documentaries about the
history of monster trucks
invariably place Bigfoot
at the center of the
narrative, highlighting its
role as the trailblazer
that started it all.

The Bigfoot Legacy
in Motorsports

Today, monster truck
events are held in
stadiums and arenas
around the world,
drawing massive crowds
and generating millions
of dollars in revenue.

Every monster truck that
rolls into an arena owes a
debt to Bigfoot The
Original Monster
Truck. The sport has
evolved with advanced
engineering, safer
designs, and more
spectacular stunts, but
the core formula remains
the same: take a truck,
make it enormous, and
let it crush things. That
formula was perfected by
Bob Chandler and his
creation.

The Evolution of
Bigfoot: From

Original to
Modern Marvel

Over the decades,
Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck has
undergone numerous
transformations. While
the original 1974 Ford
F-250 remains
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spiritual foundation,
subsequent versions
have pushed the
boundaries of what is
mechanically possible.

Bigfoot 2 and
Beyond

As the demand for bigger
and better performances
grew, Chandler and his
team built a series of
successor trucks. Bigfoot
2 featured a longer
wheelbase, larger tires,
and a more powerful
engine. Later versions,
such as Bigfoot 5 and
Bigfoot 8, incorporated
custom tube chassis
designs that were lighter
and stronger than the
original ladder frame.
These trucks were
capable of soaring
through the air in ways
that the original could
only dream of.

Technological
Advancements

Modern Bigfoot trucks are
equipped with state-of-
the-art suspension
systems, fuel-injected
engines producing over
1,500 horsepower, and
advanced safety features
including fire suppression
systems and reinforced
roll cages. Despite these
upgrades, the spirit of
Bigfoot The Original
Monster Truck remains
intact. Each new version
pays homage to the
groundbreaking design
that started it all.

Preserving the
Original

Recognizing the historical
significance of the very
first Bigfoot, Bob
Chandler and his team
have carefully preserved
the original 1974 Ford
F-250. This truck is often
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displayed at automotive
museums, car shows, and
special events. Fans of all
ages can stand next to
the vehicle that launched
a global phenomenon
and appreciate the
humble beginnings of a
true icon.

Bigfoot Today:
Continuing the

Even after more than four
decades, Bigfoot The
Original Monster Truck
continues to be a
prominent force in the
world of motorsports. The
Bigfoot brand is still
actively involved in
monster truck tours,
exhibitions, and charity
events. Bob Chandler,
now in his seventies,
remains a beloved figure
in the community and
frequently appears at

shows to meet fans and
share stories from the
early days.

The Bigfoot Team
and Tour

Today, a dedicated team
of drivers, mechanics,
and support staff
maintains a fleet of
Bigfoot trucks that travel
across the United States
and internationally. Each
show features high-flying
jumps, dramatic car
crushes, and wheelie
competitions that thrill
audiences. The team also
places a strong emphasis
on safety and
professionalism, ensuring
that the legacy of Bigfoot
is carried forward with
respect for the sport and
its fans.

Community
Engagement and
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Charity Work

One aspect of the Bigfoot
story that often goes
overlooked is the
Chandler family's
commitment to giving
back. Bigfoot has been
involved in numerous
charitable initiatives,
including fundraising for
children's hospitals,
disaster relief efforts, and
educational programs.
The truck serves as a
powerful tool for bringing
people together and
making a positive impact
in communities across
the country.

The Future of the
Franchise

As the monster truck
industry continues to
grow and evolve, the
Bigfoot brand remains at
the forefront. Plans for
new truck designs,
multimedia projects, and

expanded merchandise
lines are constantly in
development. The goal is
to introduce Bigfoot The
Original Monster Truck
to new generations while
honoring the heritage
that made it a legend.

Why Bigfoot Will
Always Be the
One and Only
Original

In a world filled with
imitators and
competitors, Bigfoot
The Original Monster
Truck occupies a unique
and irreplaceable
position. It was the first,
the boldest, and the most
influential. Every monster
truck that has ever
rumbled into an arena
owes its existence to the
vision and determination
of Bob Chandler. Bigfoot
is not merely a vehicle; it
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is a testament to the
power of creativity, hard
work, and the relentless
pursuit of a dream.

The legacy of Bigfoot
extends far beyond the
world of motorsports. It
represents the underdog
who dared to think
bigger, the innovator who
refused to accept limits,
and the icon that
continues to inspire awe
and wonder. Whether you
are a longtime fan who
remembers watching the
first car crush on
television or a young
child seeing Bigfoot for
the first time at a live
show, the feeling is the
same: pure,
unadulterated
excitement.

Conclusion: A
Timeless Legend

From a backyard in
Missouri to sold-out
stadiums across the
globe, Bigfoot The
Original Monster Truck
has earned its place as
one of the most
significant and beloved
vehicles in automotive
history. It single-
handedly created a genre
of motorsports that
continues to thrive and
delight audiences of all
ages. Bob Chandler's
creation is more than just
a truck; it is a symbol of
ingenuity, determination,
and the wunyielding
human spirit. As long as
there are fans who love
the roar of a massive
engine and the sight of
steel being crushed
under colossal tires, the
legend of Bigfoot will live
on. The original monster
truck remains, and
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always will be, a true American icon.



