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Ed Sullivan
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The
Ultimate
Resource
for The Ed
Sullivan
Show
Episode
Guide

For  more  than  two
decades,  The  Ed
Sullivan Show was a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
American  television,

i n t r o d u c i n g
a u d i e n c e s  t o
l e g e n d a r y
p e r f o r m e r s ,
g r o u n d b r e a k i n g
musical  acts,  and
u n f o r g e t t a b l e
comedy  routines.
Whether  you  are  a
d e v o t e d  f a n  o f
classic television or a
researcher  delving
into mid-century pop
culture, a reliable Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide  is
essential. This article
will walk you through
t h e  h i s t o r y ,



structure,  and  key
episodes  o f  th is
i c o n i c  v a r i e t y
program,  helping
you navigate its vast
a r c h i v e  a n d
understand  why  it
remains  a  cultural
touchstone.

What Made The
Ed Sullivan
Show a
Television
Phenomenon?

Broadcast  on  CBS
from 1948 to  1971,
The Ed Sullivan Show
originally titled Toast
of the Town, was one
o f  t h e  l o n g e s t -
runn ing  var ie ty
shows  in  television
h i s t o r y .  E v e r y
S u n d a y  n i g h t ,
families  gathered
around their  sets to
watch  Ed  Sullivan

introduce an eclectic
mix  of  acts—from
Broadway  stars  and
opera  s ingers  to
comedians and rock
and  roll  bands.  The
show’s  format  was
simple  yet  effective:
a  series  of  short,
h i g h - e n e r g y
performances woven
t o g e t h e r  b y
Sullivan’s  famously
stiff  but  endearing
on-stage presence. A
comprehensive  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide
reveals  the  show’s
remarkable ability to
adapt  to  changing
t a s t e s  w h i l e
maintaining a family-
friendly atmosphere.

Understanding
the Episode
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Structure

Before  diving  into
specific  episodes,  it
helps  to  understand
the typical flow of an
installment.  Most
shows ran for about
45  to  50  minutes
( e x c l u d i n g
commercials)  and
included:

Opening
monologue
by Ed Sullivan,
often brief and
newsy.
Musical acts
ranging from
classical to
pop, including
the top 40 hits
of the day.
Comedy
sketches
performed by
rising stars like
George Carlin,
Richard Pryor,

or established
duos such as
Abbott and
Costello.
Specialty
performers
like jugglers,
animal acts,
and acrobats.
A featured
guest who
might sing
multiple songs
or deliver a
longer comedy
set.
Closing
remarks and
a preview of
next week’s
show.

A n  a c c u r a t e  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide
c a t a l o g s  t h e s e
segments, making it
possible to track the
e v o l u t i o n  o f
entertainment  over



two  decades.

Landmark
Episodes Every
Fan Should
Know

While  over  1,000
episodes aired, a few
stand out as cultural
milestones. Below is
a  curated  l i s t  o f
episodes  that  define
the  show’s  legacy.

The Beatles’
American
Television Debut
(February 9, 1964)

Perhaps  the  most
famous  episode  in
television history. An
estimated 73 million
viewers watched The
Beatles perform “All
My  Loving,”  “Ti l l
There  Was  You,”
“She Loves You,”  “I
Saw  Her  Standing

There,” and “I Want
to Hold Your Hand.”
This single broadcast
p r o p e l l e d
Beatlemania  into
o v e r d r i v e  a n d
changed  pop  music
forever.  Any serious
Ed  Sullivan  Show
Episode  Guide
places  this  episode
a t  the  top  o f  i t s
must-see l ist.

Elvis Presley’s
First Appearance
(September 9,
1956)

Elv is  per formed
“Don’t  Be  Cruel,”
“Love  Me  Tender,”
and “Hound Dog” —
but  famously  only
from  the  waist  up
due to concerns over
his  pelvic  gyrations.
The  episode  drew
massive ratings and
solidified  Presley’s
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status as a national
sensa t i on .  Th i s
episode is indexed in
n e a r l y  e v e r y
authoritat ive  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide  for
i t s  h i s t o r i c a l
significance  in  the
rock  and  roll  era.

The Jackson 5
Introduce a Young
Michael Jackson
(December 14,
1969)

The Jackson 5 made
t h e i r  n a t i o n a l
television  debut,
performing  “I  Want
Y o u  B a c k ”  a n d
“Who’s  Lovin’  You.”
Michael Jackson, just
1 1  y e a r s  o l d ,
m e s m e r i z e d
audiences  with  his
vocal  control  and
dance  moves.  This
episode  marked  the

arrival  of  a  future
superstar  and  is  a
h igh l ight  in  any
c o l l e c t o r ’ s  E d
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide .

Other Memorable
Musical Moments

Buddy Holly
and the
Crickets
(December 1,
1957): Their
only live
Sullivan
appearance,
performing
“That’ll Be the
Day.”
The
Supremes
(December 15,
1964): They
sang “Come
See About Me”
and “Baby
Love,”
showcasing



Motown’s
polish.
Aretha
Franklin
(March 13,
1966): The
Queen of Soul
delivered a
powerful set
that confirmed
her reign.
Bobby Darin
(multiple
episodes): His
version of
“Mack the
Knife” remains
iconic.

How to Find a
Complete Ed
Sullivan Show
Episode Guide

Locating a full list of
ep isodes  can  be
challenging  because
many episodes from
the early years were

broadcast  live  and
not  preserved  on
videotape.  However,
several  resources
exist for researchers
and fans:

The Paley1.
Center for
Media – Holds
an extensive
archive of
kinescopes
and
recordings.
Library of2.
Congress –
The show’s
papers and
some episodes
have been
digitized.
Online3.
databases
like IMDb and
TV Guide list
most surviving
episodes with
detailed guest
logs.
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Books and4.
documentari
es – “The Ed
Sullivan Show:
The Official Ed
Sullivan Show
Episode Guide”
is a definitive
printed
reference.
YouTube and5.
streaming
services –
Many clips and
full episodes
are available
officially
through SOFA
Entertainment,
which owns
the rights.

When  researching,
a l w a y s  c r o s s -
reference  multiple
sources  to  ensure
accuracy. A good Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide
should  include  the

original air date, host
introductions,  and  a
l i s t  o f  e v e r y
p e r f o r m e r  t h a t
appeared.

The Importance
of the Ed
Sullivan Show
Episode Guide
for Pop Culture
Studies

Beyond nostalgia, an
episode guide serves
as a primary source
for  understanding
A m e r i c a n
e n t e r t a i n m e n t
history. Scholars use
it to trace the rise of
t e l e v i s i o n  a s  a
dominant  medium,
the  integration  of
b lack  and  wh i te
performers  (Sullivan
insisted  on  diverse
booking  long  before
it  was  mainstream),



and the explosion of
y o u t h  c u l t u r e
through  rock  and
roll. For instance, the
guide  shows  how
Sullivan  cautiously
embraced  rock  by
first  featuring  clean-
cut  acts  l ike  The
Four  Lads  before
diving  headfirst  into
the  British  Invasion.

Addi t ional ly ,  an
e p i s o d e  g u i d e
reveals  the  show’s
role  in  launching
careers.  Comedians
l ike  Joan  Rivers,
Steve  Martin,  and
Rodney  Dangerfield
received  crucia l
exposure. The guide
also  documents  the
show’s  occasional
missteps,  such  as
w h e n  S u l l i v a n
famously  cut  off  a
performance  by  the
Doors  in  1967 after

they  re fused  to
change the lyrics to
“Light My Fire.”

Common
Pitfalls in Using
an Ed Sullivan
Show Episode
Guide

While  many  online
guides  exist,  some
con ta in  e r r o r s .
Common  i s sues
include:

Missing
episodes –
especially
those from the
late 1940s to
early 1950s
that were
never
recorded.
Incorrect
dates – due to
confusion
between
original air
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dates and
reruns.
Duplicate
entries –
when the same
episode is
listed under
two different
titles.
Incomplete
performer
lists –
especially for
minor acts or
backup
dancers.

T o  a v o i d  t h e s e
p i t fa l l s ,  re ly  on
official  sources  or
well-reviewed books.
T h e  S O F A
E n t e r t a i n m e n t
website  maintains  a
reliable  digital  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode Guide that
i s  con t inuous ly
updated  as  new
m a t e r i a l  i s

discovered.

How to Use the
Episode Guide
for Personal
Enjoyment

If you want to binge-
w a t c h  t h e  b e s t
moments,  use  the
g u i d e  t o  b u i l d
themed playlists. For
example:

Rock and Roll
History – Start
with the Elvis
episode, then
jump to The
Beatles, The
Rolling Stones
(their 1964
appearance
was a ratings
blockbuster),
and The Who.
Comedy
Legends –
Seek out
appearances



by George
Carlin, Richard
Pryor, the
Smothers
Brothers, and
Bob Hope.
Broadway
and Opera –
Ethel Merman,
Julie Andrews,
and Maria
Callas all
graced the
stage.
Unforgettabl
e Novelties –
Watch Señor
Wences, Topo
Gigio (the
famous mouse
puppet), and
plate-spinners.

A  well-organized  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show
Episode  Guide
turns  decades  of
televis ion  into  a
curated  experience,
let t ing  you  t ime

travel  to  the  living
r o o m s  o f  y o u r
grandparents.

Final Thoughts
on Preserving
Television
History

The magic of The Ed
Sullivan Show lies in
its ability to capture
moments of genuine
c u l t u r a l
convergence.  From
the  sophisticated
comedy  of  Rodney
Dangerfield  to  the
raw energy of  Little
Richard,  the  show’s
archive is a treasure
chest  of  the  20th
century.  Whether
you are a historian, a
musician,  or  simply
someone  who  loves
classic  TV,  investing
time  in  a  thorough
Ed  Sullivan  Show
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Episode Guide  will
reward  you  wi th
countless  hours  of
discovery.

Remember  that  the
show was not just a
broadcast;  it  was  a
weekly  ritual  that
uni ted  a  nat ion.
Today,  thanks  to
digitization  efforts
and  dedicated  fans,
that  ritual  can  be
r e c r e a t e d  o n
demand.  So,  find  a
trusted Ed Sullivan
S h o w  E p i s o d e
G u i d e ,  p i c k  a n
episode,  and  h i t
play. You might just
s e e  w h e r e  y o u r
favorite  artists  first
met  the  world.

Conclusion

An  accurate  and
comprehensive  Ed
Sul l ivan  Show

Episode  Guide  is
more  than  a  list  of
dates and names—it
is  a  roadmap  to  a
p i v o t a l  e r a  i n
A m e r i c a n
entertainment.  From
the Beatles’  history-
making debut to the
comedy  of  a  young
George  Carlin,  each
entry  offers  a
w i n d o w  i n t o  a
m o m e n t  w h e n
Sunday  nights  were
reserved  for  shared
laughter  and  music.
By  using  rel iable
r e s o u r c e s  a n d
understanding  the
show’s  structure,
you can explore two
d e c a d e s  o f
unparalleled  talent.
Whether for research
or  pure  enjoyment,
let this guide be your
compan ion  on  a
journey  through  the
greatest  var iety



show ever to air  on television.


