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Unlocking the Value of Your
Collection: The Enesco
Precious Moments Price Guide

For decades, the delicate, teardrop-eyed figures of
Precious Moments have captured the hearts of
collectors around the world. Created by artist Sam
Butcher and produced by Enesco, these porcelain
figurines have become a staple of sentimental gift-
giving and serious collecting alike. Whether you
have inherited a collection, are looking to sell a few
pieces, or simply want to know what your childhood
treasures are worth, a reliable Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide is an essential tool.
Understanding the market for these figurines goes
beyond just looking at a list of numbers; it requires
knowledge of rarity, condition, market trends, and
the unique history behind each piece. This gquide will
walk you through everything you need to know to
accurately assess the value of your Precious
Moments collection.
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Understanding the Basics of
Precious Moments Valuation

Before diving into specific prices, it is important to
understand that the value of a Precious Moments
figurine is rarely static. Unlike fine jewelry or bullion,
these collectibles do not have a fixed intrinsic value.
Instead, their worth is determined by a combination
of factors that collectors and appraisers consider
crucial.

Condition is King

The single most significant factor influencing the
value of any Precious Moments figurine is its
condition. A mint-condition piece, still in its original
box with no chips, cracks, or crazing (fine hairline
cracks in the glaze), will command a much higher
price than a similar figurine with visible damage.
Even the smallest chip on a hand or nose can
drastically reduce a figurine's value—often by 50%
or more. When consulting any Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide, remember that the prices
listed typically assume the item is in excellent, near-
mint condition.

The Importance of the Original Box and
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Packaging

Collectors place a high premium on original
packaging. Having the original styrofoam insert, the
specially designed cardboard box, and even the
original hang tag or certificate of authenticity can
significantly increase a figurine's value. A complete
set of packaging tells a buyer that the item has been
well cared for and stored properly. When reviewing
a price guide, look for whether the price reflects the
figurine alone or the figurine "in box" (often
abbreviated as MIB or MOC).

Common vs. Rare Figurines

Enesco produced millions of Precious Moments
figurines over the years. Many were mass-produced
for years and are considered common. These
include many of the "Happy Birthday" and "I Love
You" themed pieces. However, certain
figurines—especially retired pieces, limited editions,
and those from specific series—are inherently rarer.
The scarcity of a piece is a primary driver of its
price.

Key Factors That Determine
Your Precious Moments Price

Several specific elements will directly influence the
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numbers you find in any Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide. Paying close attention to
these details will make you a more informed
collector or seller.

Retirement Status and Discontinued
Pieces

When Enesco decides to "retire" a figurine, it means
the mold is destroyed, and no more will be
produced. This immediately creates scarcity. Retired
figurines, especially those that were popular during
their production run, often see a significant spike in
secondary market value. A common figurine that
sold for $20 retail might be worth $40 or $50 after
retirement. Conversely, a rare, highly sought-after
retired piece can be worth several hundred dollars.
Always check if a figurine is retired when looking at
a price guide.

Series and Set Completeness

Precious Moments figurines are often part of larger
series, such as the "Sweet Moments" series,
"Holiday" series (Christmas, Easter, Halloween), or
"Bible Stories" series. A single figurine from a series
may have a moderate value, but a complete set is
often worth significantly more than the sum of its
individual parts. For example, a complete nativity
scene set can be a major find for a collector and will
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command a premium price.
Limited Editions and Special Releases

Enesco produced many limited edition (LE) pieces,
often numbered and created for specific events or
anniversaries. These are typically more valuable
than standard production pieces. Club exclusives,
convention pieces, and store-specific releases (like
those sold only at Hallmark or Disney) are also
highly sought after. If you have a limited edition
piece, its edition number (e.g., 485/5000) does not
usually affect value unless it is a very low number
like #1 or a "signed" artist proof.

The Demand Factor

Even among rare pieces, demand drives price. A
figurine featuring a common theme like a birthday
cake might be less desirable than a figurine
depicting a specific, beloved piece of scripture or a
rare holiday theme. General market trends also play
a role; the overall demand for Precious Moments has
fluctuated over the years. Current trends, like a
resurgence of interest in nostalgic 1980s and 1990s
collectibles, can temporarily increase values for
certain pieces.
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How to Use an Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide
Effectively

You can find price guides in several formats: printed
books (though these become outdated quickly),
online databases, and most commonly, by checking
sold listings on auction sites like eBay. Using these
resources correctly is key to getting an accurate
valuation.

Cross-Referencing Multiple Sources

Do not rely on a single source for pricing. A price
guide from 2015 is likely obsolete. Instead, use a
combination of current online resources. Check:

e eBay Sold Listings: This is the most
accurate real-time indicator. Search for your
specific figurine, then filter by "Sold Items" to
see what people actually paid. This eliminates
the guesswork of inflated "asking" prices.

e Specialized Precious Moments Collector
Websites: There are dedicated forums and
websites where collectors share recent sales
data and offer appraisals. These communities
can be invaluable for identifying rare
variations.

e Online Price Guide Databases: Some
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websites aggregate sold prices and provide
average values. Use these as a benchmark,
but always verify with recent individual sales.

Identifying Your Figurine Correctly

One of the most common mistakes is misidentifying
a figurine. Every Enesco Precious Moments figurine
has a uniqgue number and a name. This information
is typically found on a sticker on the bottom of the
piece. The sticker will have a number like "E-1240"
(the reference number) and a title. Some older
pieces may not have a sticker, in which case you will
need to identify the piece by its mold mark and
theme. Searching for "Enesco Precious Moments
[name of figurine]" is much more effective than
searching for "clown figurine."

Examples of Value Ranges
(Using an Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide)

To give you a practical understanding, here are
some general value ranges based on current market
data. Remember, these are estimates and will vary
based on condition and packaging. This is a
simplified Enesco Precious Moments Price Guide
example.
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Common Figurines (Value: $5 - $25)

e Standard birthday and holiday pieces
(e.g., "Happy Birthday" with a cake, "I Love
You" with a heart).

e Late production figurines from the 2000s
that are still in production.

e Common bible story figurines like "Jesus
Loves Me."

e These are easy to find and typically do not
hold high retail value.

Desirable Figurines (Value: $25 - $100)

» Retired Christmas figurines, especially if
they are part of a set.

* Figurines from popular series like "Little
Women" or "The Wizard of Oz."

e Early production figurines from the
1970s and 1980s in good condition.

e Store-specific or rare holiday figures like
Halloween or Thanksgiving pieces.

High-Value Collectibles (Value: $100 -
$500+)

e Limited edition club exclusives, especially
those with a low edition number.

* Rare retired figurines that were only
produced for a short time.
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e Complete sets like the nativity scene or a full
series of seasonal figurines.

e Figurines with a known factory error or
unique variation (e.g., different color hair or
an incorrect base).

» Signed artist proofs or prototypes.

Exceptionally Rare Pieces (Value: $500 -
$2,000+)

e One-of-a-kind prototypes that were never
put into production.

e The "Eternal Life" figurine is a famous
example of a highly sought-after piece, often
selling for over $1,000 in perfect condition.

* Rare promotional pieces given away at
conventions or to employees.

e These are the "grail" pieces for serious
collectors and require professional
authentication.

Tips for Buying and Selling
Based on the Price Guide

Whether you are buying to expand your collection or
selling to downsize, the Enesco Precious
Moments Price Guide is your roadmap. Here are
some actionable tips.
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For Sellers: Getting the Best Price

e Clean your figurines gently. Use a soft, dry
brush (like a makeup brush) to remove dust.
Never use water or chemicals, as they can
damage the porcelain and glaze.

e Photograph clearly. Show the figurine from
multiple angles, including the bottom with the
sticker visible. Show any flaws
honestly—transparency builds trust.

¢ Include the original box. If you have it,
always include it. It adds 15-30% to the value
in many cases.

 Price realistically. Look at sold listings, not
just active listings. An item sitting at $100 for
six months is not worth $100. Price your item
competitively to sell within a reasonable
timeframe.

e Sell on specialized platforms. While eBay
is great, consider Facebook groups dedicated
to Precious Moments collectors. They are often
willing to pay a premium for items they
specifically want.

For Buyers: Making a Smart Investment

e Do your homework. Before buying, consult a
current Enesco Precious Moments Price Guide
to ensure you are not overpaying.

e Look for bargains. Occasionally, common
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figurines can be found for $1 or $2 at garage
sales. These are great for starting a collection
or for gifting.

Focus on condition. A figurine with a chip is
rarely a good investment, even at a
discounted price, because its resale value will
be very low.

Invest in rarity. If you are collecting for
value, focus on retired, limited edition, and
early pieces. These have the best track record
for appreciation.

Buy what you love. Ultimately, the best
collections are built around passion. A figurine
you love is always worth more to you than its
market value.

The Future of Precious

Moments Collecting

The market for Precious Moments has matured. The
heyday of the 1980s and 1990s saw prices
skyrocket for certain pieces, but the market
corrected over the following decades. Today, the
market is stable, driven by dedicated collectors
rather than speculators. The value of a well-
researched Enesco Precious Moments Price
Guide is more important than ever. As the original
collectors age, new generations are discovering the
charm of these figures, which can create new
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demand for specific vintage pieces. While you are
unlikely to get rich from a Precious Moments
collection, you can certainly enjoy a hobby that
combines artistry, nostalgia, and the thrill of the
hunt.

The key takeaway is that knowledge is power. By
understanding  the  factors that influence
value—condition, rarity, retirement status, and
packaging—you can confidently use any price guide
to make informed decisions. Whether you are
appraising a single figurine or an entire room full of
them, taking the time to research each piece
individually is the only way to unlock its true
potential.



