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The
Unique
Legacy of
the Harley
Davidson
Shriner
Edition

When you think of
iconic American
motorcycles,

images of roaring
V-twin engines,
chrome detailing,
and open road
adventures likely
come to mind.

Harley-Davidson
has long been
synonymous with
freedom,
craftsmanship,
and a distinct
sense of
belonging. Yet,
tucked within the
manufacturer’s
storied history is a
unique and often
overlooked
chapter: the
Harley Davidson
Shriner Edition.
These
motorcycles,
produced in
collaboration with
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or in tribute to the
Shriners fraternal
organization,
represent a
fascinating
intersection of
philanthropy,
community, and
two-wheeled
passion. For
collectors,
historians, and
riders alike,
understanding the
Shriner Edition
means exploring a
niche that blends
charity work with
the unmistakable
roar of a
Milwaukee-made
machine.

Who Are
the
Shriners?

Before diving into

the specifics of
the motorcycle, it
helps to
understand the
organization
behind the
collaboration. The
Shriners, formally
known as Shriners
International, is a
fraternal
organization
based on fun,
fellowship, and
the Masonic
principles of
brotherly love,
relief, and truth.
The group is
perhaps best
known for its
network of
Shriners Hospitals
for Children,
which provide
specialized
pediatric care
regardless of a
family’s ability to
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pay. The Shriners distinctive.
are also famous
for their colorful The Birth
parades,
distinctive red Of the
fezzes, and, of Harley
course, their .
affinity for Davidson
miniature cars Shriner
and motorcycles
in those parades. Edition

pag Y Davidson

community

engagement, it
was only natural
that the Shriners
would seek a
partnership with
Harley-Davidson.
The result was a
line of special-

edition
motorcycles that
honored the

organization’s
spirit while
offering riders
something truly

Shriner Edition
was not a single
model but rather a
series of special
factory or dealer-
built motorcycles
produced

primarily during
the 1990s and
early 2000s.
These bikes were
often based on
popular touring
and cruiser
models such as
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the Electra Glide,
Road King, and
Heritage Softail.
What set them
apart were the
unique paint
schemes, emblem
packages, and
commemorative
touches that paid
homage to the
Shriners.

Typically, a
Shriner Edition
motorcycle
featured a special
two-tone or three-
tone paint job that
incorporated the
iconic Shriner
colors: red, white,
and black, often
with gold accents.
The most
recognizable
element was the
Shriner crest or
emblem, which
appeared on the

fuel tank, fender,
or saddlebags.
Many examples
also included a
fez-wearing figure
or other Shriner-
themed
iconography
subtly integrated
into the design.

Factory vs.
Dealer
Collaboration
S

One important
distinction is that
not all Shriner
Edition Harley-
Davidsons were
factory-built.
While Harley-
Davidson’s Motor
Company did
produce official
Shriner models
through its
Custom Vehicle
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Operations (CVO)
or special-order
programs, many
were also built at
the dealership
level. Authorized
dealers with
strong ties to local
Shriner chapters
would order
special paint and
trim packages to
create limited-run
bikes specifically
for parade use or
fundraising
events. This
means that the
exact
specifications,
production
numbers, and
features can vary
significantly from
one bike to the

next. For
collectors, this
variance adds an
element of

detective work
and exclusivity.

Popular
Models
and
Features

Over the years,
several Harley-
Davidson

platforms served
as the foundation
for the Shriner
Edition. Here are
some of the most
common models
you might
encounter:

e Electra
Glide
Classic:
With its full
fairing, tour
pack, and
comfortable
seating, the
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Electra Glide
was a
popular
choice for
Shriners who
wanted a
dignified
parade bike
that could
also handle
long-
distance
charity rides.
Road King:
The Road
King offered
a more
classic,
minimalist
touring look
while still
providing
excellent
comfort for
long days in
the saddle.
Its
detachable
windshield

and hard
saddlebags
made it
adaptable for
both casual
cruising and
formal
events.
Heritage
Softail
Classic: This
model
appealed to
those who
loved retro
styling with
modern
engineering.
The fat front
tire, leather
saddlebags,
and nostalgic
touches
made it a
standout in
Shriner
parades.

e Ultra

Classic
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Electra specific upgrades
Glide: For like chrome
the ultimate accessory

in luxury and packages, custom
touring stitched seats
capability, with Shriner
the Ultra emblems, and
Classic was  gpecial badge or
often chosen. yedallion sets.

It featured
an intercom
system,
upgraded
audio, and
premium
seating,
making it
ideal for the
long-
distance
charity runs
that Shriners
frequently
organize.

Beyond the base
model, the Harley
Davidson

Shriner Edition
often included

Some bikes even
featured unique
serial numbers
indicating their
Shriner affiliation.

The
Purpose
Behind the
Motorcycle

Why would
Harley-Davidson
and the Shriners
collaborate? The
answer lies in
mutual benefit
and shared values.
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For the Shriners,
owning a fleet of
Harley-Davidson
motorcycles
served several
purposes. First
and foremost,
these bikes were
used in parades
and community
events that
promoted the
organization’s
charitable
mission. A line of
immaculate
Harley-Davidsons,
ridden by Shriners
in their distinctive

red fezzes,
created an
unforgettable
visual that drew
attention and
sparked

conversations
about the
hospitals and
services the

Shriners provide.

Secondly, these
motorcycles were
often used as
prizes in
fundraising raffles
or auctions. A one-
of-a-kind Harley
Davidson

Shriner Edition
motorcycle was an

excellent
incentive for
donors to

contribute to the
cause. Finally, the
bikes themselves
became
fundraising tools;
chapters would
sell limited-edition
models to
members and the
public, with a
portion of
proceeds going
directly to
Shriners Hospitals
for Children.
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Charity Rides
and
Community
Presence

Beyond parades
and raffles,
Shriner Edition
Harleys were
central to the
organization’s
charity ride
events. Poker
runs, toy runs,
and fundraisers
often featured
these decorated
motorcycles as the
centerpiece.
Riding a Shriner
Edition bike
became a badge
of honor among
members,
signifying not only
a love for
motorcycling but
also a deep
commitment to

the Shriners’
mission of helping
children in need.
This dual
identity—rider
and
philanthropist—ga
ve the
motorcycles a
special emotional
resonance that
standard
production models
lacked.

Collectibili
ty and
Value

For motorcycle
collectors, the
Harley Davidson
Shriner Edition
occupies a unique
niche. Because
production

numbers were
often limited and
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decentralized,
finding a well-
preserved
example requires
patience and
research. Unlike
mass-produced
models, these
bikes were built in
small batches,
making them
relatively rare.
Originality is key
when assessing
value; a Shriner
Edition with its
factory paint,
emblems, and
documentation is
far more desirable
than one that has
been repainted or
modified.

Condition,
mileage, and
provenance also
play major roles in
determining
market value. A

low-mileage

Electra Glide
Shriner Edition
that was used
exclusively for
parades and
stored indoors will
command a higher

price than a
heavily ridden
example.

Additionally, bikes
that can be traced
back to a specific
Shriner chapter or
event often carry
a premium, as
they come with a
story that adds
emotional and
historical weight.

It is also worth
noting that the
Shriner Edition
motorcycles have
seen a steady
increase in
interest among
vintage and
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specialty Harley
collectors. As the
Shriners
organization itself
has evolved, the
nostalgia for these
visually striking
bikes has grown.
Online forums,
collector groups,
and specialty
auctions regularly
feature these
models, with
prices varying
widely based on
condition and
rarity. If you are
considering
purchasing one, it
is wise to consult
with a
knowledgeable
appraiser or a
dedicated Shriner
collector to
ensure
authenticity.

How to
Authentica
te a Harley
Davidson
Shriner
Edition

Given the
variations
between factory
and dealer-built
models,
authentication can
be challenging.
Here are a few
steps to help
verify if a
motorcycle is a
genuine Shriner
Edition:

1. Check the
paint and
graphics:
Genuine
Shriner
Editions
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have high-
quality paint
jobs with
clear,
consistent
graphics.
Look for the
Shriner
crest, fez
symbols, and
specific color
combinations
(usually red,
white, black,
and gold).

. Inspect the
emblems
and badges:
Factory
models often
have
emblems
attached to
the fuel tank,
fender, or
saddlebags.
Dealer-built
models may
have custom

or
aftermarket
badges.
Compare
these with
known
authentic
examples.

. Look for

documentat
ion: Original
paperwork,
including the
owner's
manual,
build sheet,
or dealer
letterhead,
can be
invaluable.
Many
Shriner
Editions
were sold
with
certificates
of
authenticity
or letters
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Irom the clubs, or
chapter. online

4. Verify the communities
VIN: While dedicated to
the VIN itself special-
may not edition
explicitly Harleys.
denote a Experienced
Shriner collectors
Edition, it can often
can help you spot
trace the authentic
bike's origin. details that
Some factory novices
models had might miss.
special VIN
ranges or The
codes that
denote a Cultural
special Significanc
edition.

5. Consult €
experts:
Reach outto The Harley
Shriner Davidson
chapters, Shriner Edition
Harley- is more than just a
Davidson motorcycle; it is a
collector symbol of
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community
service,
brotherhood, and
the joy of riding.
In an era where
mass production
often
homogenizes
motorcycle
design, these
limited-edition
bikes stand out as
artifacts of a
specific time and
purpose. They
represent the
efforts of a
charitable
organization to
engage the public
in a memorable
and visually
striking way. For
Shriners, riding
one of these
machines is a
point of pride, a
conversation
starter, and a

rolling testament
to the work they
do.

For the broader
motorcycling
community, the
Shriner Edition is
a reminder that
motorcycles can
be vehicles for
positive change.
Whether leading a
parade, raising
funds for a
children's
hospital, or simply
cruising down the

highway, these
bikes carry a
legacy that

extends beyond
their mechanical
specifications.
They embody the
spirit of giving
back, wrapped in
the timeless
appeal of a
Harley-Davidson
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V-twin. components, such
as special paint
Filldillg codes, emblems,
and decals.
Parts and Because these
Maintenan !tems  were
produced in
ce limited quantities,
they <can be

If you own or are
considering
buying a Harley
Davidson
Shriner Edition,
you may wonder
about parts and
maintenance. The
good news is that
since these bikes
were based on
standard Harley-
Davidson
platforms,
mechanical parts
are readily
available. The
challenge lies in
sourcing authentic
cosmetic

difficult to find.
Specialized
salvage yards,
online forums, and
Shriner chapter
memorabilia sales
are good places to
start. Some
aftermarket
companies
occasionally
reproduce
Shriner-themed

emblems, but
authenticity is
important for

collectors, so
original parts are
preferred.

When it comes to
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maintenance,
standard Harley-
Davidson service
intervals and
procedures apply.
Whether it's an
Electra Glide or a
Softail, routine oil
changes, tire
checks, and brake
inspections will
keep the bike
running reliably.
Given the
collectible nature
of these
motorcycles, many
owners opt for
careful, low-
mileage usage and
store them in
climate-controlled
environments to
preserve the paint
and decals.

Conclusion

The Harley

Davidson
Shriner Edition
stands as a
distinctive and
meaningful
chapter in the
long history of
America's premier
motorcycle
manufacturer.
These motorcycles
combine the raw
appeal of a
Harley-Davidson
with the noble
mission of the
Shriners, creating
a legacy that is as
much about heart
as it is about
horsepower.
Whether you
encounter one at
a parade, a
charity event, or a
collector's show,
the Shriner
Edition commands
attention and
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respect. For riders
and collectors,
owning one is not
just about
possessing a rare
machine; it is
about being part
of a story that
celebrates

community,

charity, and the

open road. If you
have the
opportunity to
ride or purchase
one, you are not
just buying a
motorcycle—you
are becoming part
of a tradition that
has been making a
difference for
decades.
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