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Wolf Of Wall Street Parents Guide

An Honest Wolf of Wall Street Parents Guide:
What You Need to Know Before Pressing Play

Martin Scorsese’s 2013 film The Wolf of Wall Street has become a modern classic,
celebrated for its breakneck pacing, dark humor, and electrifying performances by
Leonardo DiCaprio and Margot Robbie. However, for parents, this movie presents a
significant dilemma. The film depicts the true story of Jordan Belfort, a stockbroker
whose meteoric  rise  to  wealth  was fueled by fraud,  excess,  and a  staggering
amount of drugs and debauchery. If  you are a parent considering whether this
movie  is  suitable  for  your  teenager—or  even for  your  own viewing with  older
children present—you need a clear, detailed guide. This Wolf of Wall Street Parents
Guide  is  designed  to  give  you  an  honest  breakdown  of  the  film’s  content,  its
themes,  and  how  to  approach  it  with  a  younger  audience.



Before  you  decide  to  watch  this  film  as  a  family  or  allow  your  teen  to  view  it  on
their own, it is essential to understand exactly what is presented on screen. This is
not a movie that merely hints at adult themes; it celebrates them unapologetically
for nearly three hours. Below, we will break down the primary areas of concern,
including sexual content, language, drug use, and violence, so you can make an
informed decision that aligns with your family values.

The Age Rating and What It Means

In the United States, The Wolf of Wall Street carries an R rating. This means that
children under the age of 17 require an accompanying parent or adult guardian.
However, many parents know that R ratings can vary wildly. A film like Jaws is rated
PG-13, while a film like Deadpool is rated R for very different reasons. The Wolf of
Wall Street earns its R rating through nearly every available category: pervasive
language, strong sexual content, graphic nudity, drug use, and some violence.

In the United Kingdom, the British Board of Film Classification (BBFC) gave the film
an  18  certificate,  which  strictly  prohibits  viewing  by  anyone  under  the  age  of  18.
This  stricter  rating  is  a  strong  indicator  that  the  content  is  significantly  adult  in
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nature. This Wolf of Wall Street Parents Guide urges you to take these ratings
seriously. While a mature 16-year-old may handle dark themes in a drama like
Schindler’s List, the tone of this film is entirely different. It is not a cautionary tale
presented  with  solemnity;  it  is  a  wild,  glamorized  ride  that  often  makes  bad
behavior look like fun.

Sexual Content and Nudity: Explicit and Constant

This is the most frequent concern for parents, and for good reason. The sexual
content in The Wolf of Wall Street is relentless, graphic, and often played for laughs.
This is not a film where sexual activity occurs behind closed doors or is implied. It is
shown in full view during office parties, on yachts, and in even more public settings.

Nudity: There is an enormous amount of female nudity throughout the film.
This includes full-frontal nudity, nude women in crowds, and prolonged shots
of strippers and prostitutes. The camera often lingers on these images,
contributing to the film’s feeling of excess rather than advancing the plot.
Sexual Acts: The film depicts oral sex, group sex scenarios, and simulated
intercourse. One of the most infamous scenes involves a public act of



masturbation on an airplane. These scenes are not soft or stylized; they are
direct and explicit.
Prostitution: The use of prostitutes is a recurring theme. The main
characters regularly hire sex workers for parties, travel, and personal
entertainment. This is depicted as a normal part of their high-flying lifestyle.
Objectification: Perhaps most troubling for parents is the relentless
objectification of women. Almost every female character outside of the
protagonist’s first wife is treated as a commodity to be bought, used, and
discarded. Discussions about a woman’s body parts are common and crude.

If your teen is not ready to discuss or observe these explicit themes, this movie is
not appropriate. Even for older teens, the sheer volume of this content can feel less
like storytelling and more like a catalog of hedonism.

Language and Profanity

If you are sensitive to strong language, be prepared for a relentless assault on your
ears. According to various language counts, the film uses the F-word approximately
500 to 600 times. That is an average of nearly three uses per minute. This language
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comes from virtually every character in every setting.

The profanity  is  not  used in  moments of  high stress alone.  It  is  the standard
vocabulary of the workplace, the home, and the social scene. The dialogue is filled
with misogynistic slurs, crude anatomical terms, and every common curse word in
the English language. This is not a movie where you can simply mute a few scenes.
The language is a core component of the film’s chaotic and aggressive energy. For
parents looking for a Wolf of Wall Street Parents Guide that warns about language,
this is one of the most extreme films on the market.

Drug Use: A Central Feature, Not a Side Note

Drug use is  not  just  a background detail  in  this  movie;  it  is  one of  the main
characters. Jordan Belfort and his colleagues use an astonishing variety of drugs
throughout the film, including cocaine, Quaaludes (methaqualone), marijuana, and
prescription pills.

Several scenes are entirely dedicated to the effects of drug intoxication. The most



famous sequence involves Jordan severely overdosing on Quaaludes, leading to a
physical meltdown that is played for broad physical comedy. He is seen drooling,
crawling,  and unable  to  speak or  move.  While  this  could  be  interpreted as  a
cautionary moment, the comedic framing tends to undermine that message.

Crucially,  the  film rarely  shows the  negative  long-term consequences  of  this  drug
use in a serious light. There are no overdoses among the main characters, no stints
in rehab, and no permanent health issues shown. Instead, drugs are presented as a
tool  for  having more fun,  working harder,  and bonding with the team. For  an
impressionable viewer, this can be a dangerous message. This Wolf of Wall Street
Parents  Guide  must  emphasize  that  the  film  glorifies  the  immediate  high  while
glossing  over  the  addiction  that  usually  follows  in  real  life.

Violence and Crime

While  not  a  violent  film  in  the  style  of  an  action  movie,  The  Wolf  of  Wall  Street
contains significant scenes of physical and psychological violence.

Physical Violence: There are scenes of fistfights, characters striking each
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other, and one particularly unsettling scene where Jordan’s wife is verbally
and physically degraded. Objects are thrown, and there is a general
atmosphere of physical intimidation.
Psychological Abuse: The employees are regularly humiliated, screamed
at, and manipulated. The workplace culture is one of toxic masculinity where
weakness is exploited and punished.
Animal Cruelty: There is a brief but memorable scene involving a goldfish
and a character engaging in a sexual act, as well as other minor instances of
cruelty that may upset sensitive viewers.
Fraud and Crime: The entire plot revolves around financial crime. The
characters lie, steal, and manipulate thousands of investors out of their life
savings. While the film eventually shows the FBI catching them, much of the
runtime is spent celebrating the rewards of this crime.

Moral and Ethical Themes: Is There a Lesson?

A common defense of The Wolf of Wall Street is that it is a satire or a cautionary
tale. Director Martin Scorsese has stated that he intended to show the emptiness of



this lifestyle. However, many critics and parents argue that the film fails in this goal
because the consequences feel hollow.

The  film  is  simply  too  fun  for  much  of  its  runtime.  The  music  is  upbeat,  the
performances are charismatic, and the audience is positioned to laugh with Jordan
Belfort rather than at him. The ethical takeaway is muddled. By the end, Jordan
goes  to  prison  for  a  relatively  short  time  and  then  becomes  a  successful
motivational  speaker.  The film does not  show the victims of  his  crimes.  We never
meet the people who lost their retirement funds or their homes because of his
scams.

For  a  parent,  this  presents  a  difficult  conversation.  You  will  need  to  explicitly
discuss why Jordan Belfort was wrong, who was hurt by his actions, and why the
lifestyle  depicted  is  not  actually  desirable.  Do  not  rely  on  the  film  to  teach  this
lesson  on  its  own.

Talking Points for Parents and Teens

If you decide that your older teen is ready to watch this movie, you should plan to
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watch it with them and discuss it afterward. This Wolf of Wall Street Parents Guide
recommends the following conversation starters:

Ask about the victims: Who were the real losers in this story? What1.
happened to the investors?
Discuss the portrayal of women: How did the movie treat female2.
characters? Is that realistic, or is it exaggerated for effect? How does that
make you feel?
Examine the drug use: Did the movie make drugs look fun? What does it3.
leave out about addiction?
Talk about morality: Is Jordan Belfort someone to admire? What makes4.
someone a hero or a villain?
Analyze the satire: Do you think the movie was laughing with the5.
characters or making fun of them? Was that clear enough?

By having these conversations, you can transform the viewing experience from
passive entertainment into an active lesson in media literacy and ethics.



Is It Worth the Risk?

For  most  families,  The  Wolf  of  Wall  Street  is  a  film  best  saved  for  when  children
have left the house. The sexual content alone makes it unsuitable for high school-
aged viewers in many households, regardless of their maturity level. The consistent
and explicit nature of the sex, nudity, language, and drugs is not something that
can be easily fast-forwarded or explained away.

For  parents  of  older  teens  aged  17  and  up,  the  decision  requires  a  deep
understanding of your own child. Are they capable of separating entertainment
from endorsement? Can they see the glamor on screen and still  recognize the
tragedy behind it? If you think they are ready, this Wolf of Wall Street Parents Guide
strongly recommends watching with them and engaging in the open discussions
outlined above. Do not allow them to watch this movie in isolation, as the message
can easily be misinterpreted.



Wolf Of Wall Street Parents Guide

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Harvey & Lin • Read more, learn more. • Page
11

A Note on Alternatives

If you are interested in telling the story of Jordan Belfort or exploring the themes of
greed  and  Wall  Street  excess  with  a  younger  audience,  consider  alternative  films
that handle similar themes with less graphic content.

The Big Short (2015): Rated R for language, but contains no sexual content
or nudity. It explains the 2008 financial crisis in a way that is educational and
engaging for teens interested in finance.
Margin Call (2011): Rated R for language. A tense, intelligent drama about
the early hours of the financial collapse. Extremely clean compared to Wolf of
Wall Street.
Boiler Room (2000): Rated R for language and some violence. A precursor
to Wolf of Wall Street that deals with stock fraud but is much less sexually
explicit.
Glengarry Glen Ross (1992): Rated R for language. A masterclass in toxic
sales culture without the drugs and nudity.



Final Verdict: A Comprehensive Wolf of Wall
Street Parents Guide

The  Wolf  of  Wall  Street  is  a  brilliantly  made  film  with  incredible  energy,  sharp
dialogue, and powerhouse performances. However, it is absolutely not a family film.
Its R rating is well-earned, and many would argue it deserves an NC-17 or an 18
certificate based on the volume and explicitness of its sexual content.

This  Wolf  of  Wall  Street  Parents  Guide  advises  that  this  film  is  best  reserved  for
adults only. If you have a mature teen who is 17 or older and you choose to share it
with them, do so with intention. Watch together, discuss the ethical implications,
and make sure you clarify the real-world consequences of the lifestyle it portrays.
The film may be a blast to watch, but the real story of Jordan Belfort is one of fraud,
addiction, and destruction. Make sure that is the lesson your child takes away.


