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Map Of The Great Ocean Road

Introduction: Why a Map of
the Great Ocean Road is
Your Best Travel
Companion

The Great Ocean Road is one of the most celebrated
coastal drives in the world, stretching along the
rugged southern coast of Victoria, Australia. From
the iconic Twelve Apostles to the lush rainforests of
the Otway Ranges, this route offers an ever-

changing landscape that leaves visitors in awe. But
amidst the stunning scenery and winding roads,
having a reliable Map Of The Great Ocean Road
is essential. Whether you prefer a printed tourist
map, a digital app, or a combination of both,
understanding the geography of this road will help
you maximize your experience, avoid missing
hidden gems, and stay safe on the journey. In this
comprehensive guide, we'll explore everything you
need to know about navigating the Great Ocean
Road using maps, including key stops, route options,
and practical tips for planning your adventure.



Understanding the
Geography of the Great
Ocean Road

The Great Ocean Road runs approximately 243
kilometers (151 miles) between the surf town of
Torquay in the east and the city of Warrnambool (or
formally Allansford) in the west. The road itself is a
winding two-lane highway that hugs the coastline
for much of its length, offering dramatic cliffs,
sandy beaches, and panoramic ocean views. The
route is divided into several distinct regions: the
Surf Coast, the Otway Coast, and the Shipwreck
Coast. A comprehensive Map Of The Great
Ocean Road will clearly mark these sections and
highlight the major points of interest within each.

One of the first things to note on any map is that the
Great Ocean Road is not a straight line. It curves
and twists, often climbing steep hills and descending
into valleys. The speed limit varies, and there are
numerous lookout points, picnic areas, and small
towns scattered along the way. A good map will also
show the location of fuel stations, rest stops, and
emergency services, which is crucial given that
some stretches are remote.

Key Landmarks and Their Positions on
the Map

Torquay: The official start of the Great
Ocean Road. Known for its world-class surf
beaches like Bells Beach.
Anglesea: A popular seaside town with a
golf course and river estuary.
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Lorne: A vibrant coastal hub with waterfalls
(Erskine Falls) and the famous Lorne Pier.
Apollo Bay: A charming fishing village that
marks the transition from the Surf Coast to
the Otway Coast.
Great Otway National Park: Home to
stunning rainforest walks, the Cape Otway
Lighthouse, and native wildlife.
Twelve Apostles: The most iconic landmark,
located just east of Port Campbell.
Loch Ard Gorge: A historic shipwreck site
with beautiful cliffs and beaches.
London Bridge: A natural arch formation
(partially collapsed in 1990).
The Grotto: A unique rock pool and cave
formation.
Port Campbell: A small town serving as a
base for the Shipwreck Coast attractions.

Warrnambool: The western endpoint,
known for whale watching and the Flagstaff
Hill Maritime Village.

A well-designed Map Of The Great Ocean Road
will plot these landmarks in order, showing the
approximate distance between them. For instance,
the drive from Torquay to Apollo Bay takes about
1.5 hours without stops, but you'll want to allow a
full day to enjoy the scenic viewpoints.

Types of Maps Available
for the Great Ocean Road

When planning your trip, you have several options
for obtaining a Map Of The Great Ocean Road.
Each type has its advantages, and using a
combination is often the best strategy.



Printed Tourist Maps

Physical maps are still invaluable, especially in areas
with limited cell reception. Many visitor centers,
hotels, and tourist information booths distribute free
or low-cost maps. These maps are typically designed
with tourists in mind, highlighting attractions, rest
stops, and scenic viewpoints. They also often
include brief descriptions of each stop, which can
help you decide where to spend your time. A
printed map doesn't rely on batteries or signal,
making it a reliable backup.

Digital Maps and Navigation Apps

Google Maps, Apple Maps, and dedicated GPS
devices are widely used for turn-by-turn navigation.
However, it's important to note that digital maps

may not always show the most up-to-date
information about road closures or construction. For
the Great Ocean Road, you can also download
offline maps for areas with poor reception. A
popular app is Maps.me or Here WeGo, which
allow you to download the entire region. Some
tourism websites offer interactive Map Of The
Great Ocean Road that lets you filter by attraction
type, such as beaches, waterfalls, or lookouts.

Specialty Maps (Cycling, Walking, and
4WD)

If you plan to cycle or hike parts of the Great Ocean
Road, specialty maps are available. The Great
Ocean Walk, for example, is a 104-kilometer
walking trail from Apollo Bay to the Twelve
Apostles. A dedicated map for that trail shows
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campsites, water sources, and elevation changes.
Similarly, cyclists can find maps that indicate bike-
friendly routes and gradients.

Key Stops and Attractions
Along the Great Ocean
Road Map

To make the most of your journey, it helps to break
down the route into manageable sections. Here's a
detailed look at the major regions and what you'll
find on any good Map Of The Great Ocean Road.

The Surf Coast: Torquay to Lorne

This eastern section is the most developed, with
numerous surf beaches, cafes, and shops. On the

map, you'll see Bells Beach just south of Torquay –
a must-see for surf enthusiasts. The route passes
through Anglesea, where you can spot kangaroos at
the Anglesea Golf Club. Continuing to Lorne, you'll
find the iconic Great Ocean Road sign (a popular
photo spot) and the beautiful Lorne Beach. The map
will also show side roads leading to waterfalls like
Erskine Falls and Sheoak Falls.

The Otway Coast: Lorne to Apollo Bay

After Lorne, the road winds through the Great
Otway National Park. The map reveals dense forest
and numerous turnoffs for walking trails. One
highlight is the Cape Otway Lightstation, accessible
via a detour from the main road. The lightstation is
Australia's oldest surviving lighthouse and offers
panoramic views. Continuing, you'll reach Apollo



Bay, a perfect lunch stop with a beautiful harbor.
The Map Of The Great Ocean Road will also
indicate the start of the Great Ocean Walk at Apollo
Bay.

The Shipwreck Coast: Port Campbell to
Warrnambool

This is the most dramatic section, featuring the
Twelve Apostles, Loch Ard Gorge, and other
limestone formations. The map will show that the
Twelve Apostles are located roughly 10 minutes east
of Port Campbell. There are several designated
viewing platforms and a visitor center. Nearby,
Loch Ard Gorge is a short drive away and offers a
chance to walk down to the beach. Further west,
you'll see London Bridge, The Arch, and The
Grotto. Each of these sites has its own parking area

and marked trails. The map also shows the town of
Port Campbell, where you can find accommodation
and dining.

Beyond Port Campbell, the road continues to
Warrnambool, where you can explore the Flagstaff
Hill Maritime Village and visit the Logans Beach
whale watching platform (seasonal).

Essential Tips for
Navigating with a Map of
the Great Ocean Road

Using a Map Of The Great Ocean Road
effectively can save time and reduce stress. Here are
some practical tips:

Drive from West to East? Most people
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drive from Torquay to Warrnambool (east to
west). This keeps the ocean on your left side,
making it easier to pull over for viewpoints.
However, driving west to east means you'll
have the ocean on your right, but you'll face
less traffic at the start. Check your map to
decide which direction suits your schedule.
Plan for Fuel Stops: Fuel stations are not
abundant in the middle sections. Look at
your map and fill up at Torquay, Lorne,
Apollo Bay, or Port Campbell. In the Otway
section, there are very few services.
Allow Plenty of Time: Driving the entire
243 km without stops takes about 4 hours.
But with photo stops, short walks, and meals,
you'll need at least two days to do it justice.
A good map will show the distances between
attractions, helping you allocate time.

Check for Road Closures: The Great
Ocean Road occasionally closes due to
landslides, bushfires, or maintenance. Before
you go, check Parks Victoria or local tourism
websites for updates. Digital maps like
Google Maps often show live road closures.
Download Offline Maps: Cell reception is
patchy, especially in the Otway National
Park. Before your trip, download an offline
version of your preferred Map Of The
Great Ocean Road app.

How to Read a Great Ocean Road Map
Effectively

Understanding the symbols and scales on a map is
crucial. Most tourist maps use icons like a camera
for viewpoints, a tent for campgrounds, a fork and



knife for restaurants, and a gas pump for fuel. The
scale is usually indicated in kilometers. Pay
attention to the legend. Also, note that the map
might show alternative routes, such as the inland
road (Princes Highway) that runs parallel to the
coast. In case of heavy traffic or if you want to see
the Otway rainforest, the inland route can be a good
alternative, but you'll miss the coastal views.

Interactive Maps and
Digital Tools for Planning
Your Trip

Several websites and apps offer detailed interactive
Map Of The Great Ocean Road. The official Visit
Victoria website has an interactive map that lets you
filter by activity. Another excellent resource is the

Great Ocean Road Regional Tourism website,
which provides a downloadable PDF map and a
mobile-friendly version. Google Maps allows you to
create a custom map with pins for all your desired
stops, which you can then share with your travel
companions. For hiking or cycling, apps like
AllTrails or Komoot provide specific trail maps.

If you're using a GPS, be aware that it might try to
route you on minor roads that are not suitable for all
vehicles. Stick to the designated Great Ocean Road
route as shown on a reliable Map Of The Great
Ocean Road.

Conclusion

A well-chosen Map Of The Great Ocean Road is
more than just a navigation tool – it's a gateway to
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uncovering the hidden wonders of one of Australia's
most scenic drives. Whether you rely on a
traditional paper map, a digital  app, or a
combination of both, understanding the layout of
the road, the location of key attractions, and the
practicalities of driving will transform your trip

from a simple drive into an unforgettable adventure.
Remember to plan ahead, take your time, and let the
map guide you to the breathtaking lookouts, serene
beaches, and ancient rainforests that make this route
legendary. With the right map in hand, you're ready
to hit the road and create memories that will last a
lifetime.


