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Free Cpc Practice
Exam 2021

Unlock
Success
with a Free
CPC
Practice
Exam 2021:
Your
Ultimate
Guide

F o r  a n y o n e
pursuing a career in
medical coding, the
C e r t i f i e d
Professional  Coder
(CPC)  credential
from  the  American
A c a d e m y  o f

Professional  Coders
(AAPC)  is  a  gold
standard.  Passing
t h e  C P C  e x a m
requires not only a
deep understanding
of coding guidelines
but  also  familiarity
w i t h  t h e  e x a m
format.  One  of  the
most effective ways
to  prepare  is  by
taking a Free CPC
Practice  Exam
2021. This resource
offers  an  authentic
simulation  of  the
test  environment
while  helping  you
identify  knowledge
gaps—all at no cost.
I n  t h i s



c o m p r e h e n s i v e
g u i d e ,  w e  w i l l
e xp l o re  how  to
make  the  most  of
free practice exams,
what to expect from
the  2021  version,
and how to combine
them  with  other
study  strategies  to
b o o s t  y o u r
conf idence  and
score.

Why a Free
CPC
Practice
Exam 2021
Is Essential
for Your
Preparation

The  CPC  exam  is
n o t o r i o u s l y
cha l leng ing .  I t
cons i s t s  o f  100
m u l t i p l e - c h o i c e
questions  covering

t o p i c s  s u c h  a s
ICD-10-CM,  CPT,
HCPCS  Level  II ,
a n e s t h e s i a ,
eva lua t ion  and
management  (E/M)
coding, and medical
terminology. A Free
C P C  P r a c t i c e
Exam 2021 mirrors
the  ac tua l  t e s t
blueprint,  allowing
you  to  gauge  your
readiness  without
financial risk. Many
c a n d i d a t e s
underestimate  the
importance  of  time
management.  By
practicing  under
timed  conditions,
you  learn  to  pace
yourself,  ensuring
you  can  complete
all questions within
the four-hour limit.

Moreover ,  f ree
pract ice  exams
r e v e a l  w h i c h
sections  demand
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more  study.  For
instance,  i f  you
consistently  miss
questions  on  E/M
coding or modifiers,
you can focus your
review  there.  This
targeted  approach
s a v e s  h o u r s  o f
unfocused studying.
The 2021 version of
t h e  e x a m
introduced  minor
updates,  including
changes  to  E /M
coding  guidelines
and new CPT codes.
Using  a  practice
test  that  reflects
t h o s e  u p d a t e s
ensures you are not
studying  outdated
material.

The Benefits of
Using a Free
CPC Practice
Exam 2021

Cost-effective
preparation:

No need to
purchase
expensive prep
courses
upfront. Start
with free
resources to
see if you are
ready.
Realistic
format: Free
exams often
replicate the
actual test
interface,
question style,
and difficulty
level.
Immediate
feedback:
Many free
practice tests
provide
answer
explanations,
helping you
understand
the rationale
behind correct
codes.
Builds exam



stamina:
Sitting for a
full-length
practice test
trains your
brain to
maintain focus
for hours.

What to
Look for in
a Quality
Free CPC
Practice
Exam 2021

Not all free practice
exams  are  created
e q u a l .  W h e n
search ing  for  a
reliable  Free  CPC
Practice  Exam
2021,  consider  the
following features:

1. Alignment

with AAPC’s
Current Exam
Content

The  AAPC  revises
its  exam  content
regularly.  Ensure
the  practice  test
covers  the  same
p e r c e n t a g e  o f
q u e s t i o n s  p e r
category  as  the
official  exam.  For
example,  the  2021
exam  a l located
a r o u n d  3 0 %  t o
ICD-10-CM, 30% to
CPT,  15%  to  E/M,
10%  to  anesthesia,
1 0 %  t o  H C P C S
Level II, and 5% to
medical terminology
and  anatomy.  A
good  free  practice
exam  will  reflect
these  ratios.

2. Timed Mode
and Realistic
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Interface

Look for a practice
test  that  offers  a
timer  and a  digital
environment similar
to the AAPC’s online
proctored  exam.
This  helps  reduce
anxiety on test day.
S o m e  f r e e
resources  even
include  a  built-in
“flag”  feature  for
questions you want
to review later.

3. Detailed
Answer
Explanations

A  top-notch  free
p r a c t i c e  e x a m
doesn’t  just  mark
answers  right  or
wrong.  It  explains
why  the  correct
code  is  right  and
why distractors are
w r o n g .  T h i s
e d u c a t i o n a l

component  turns  a
test into a learning
tool. For instance, if
y o u  c h o o s e  a n
i n c o r r e c t  C P T
m o d i f i e r ,  t h e
explanation  should
clarify  the  correct
modifier  and  when
to use it.

4. Updated for
2021 Changes

T h e  y e a r  2 0 2 1
brought  significant
updates  to  medical
coding,  including
new  COVID-19-
r e l a t e d  c o d e s ,
changes  to  E /M
office  visit  coding,
and deletions of old
codes.  Your  Free
C P C  P r a c t i c e
Exam  2021  must
incorporate  these
changes.  Using  a
test based on 2019
or  2020  content
c o u l d  l e a d  t o



studying  obsolete
guidelines.

Where to
Find
Authentic
Free CPC
Practice
Exams for
2021

Several  reputable
sources  offer  free
practice exams that
meet  the  above
criteria:

Official AAPC
Sample
Questions:
The AAPC
website
provides a
limited set of
free sample
questions.
While not a
full-length

exam, they
give you an
idea of the
official style.
Medical
Coding
Communities
: Forums like
AAPC’s own
community
boards or
Reddit’s
r/MedicalCodi
ng often share
links to free
practice tests
created by
experienced
coders.
Educational
Websites:
Sites such as
MedicalCoding
Certification.c
om and
CodingOnline
offer free CPC
practice
quizzes. Some
require email
registration
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but remain
free.
YouTube
Channels:
Many coding
instructors
post video
walkthroughs
of practice
questions.
While not a
formal exam,
these can
supplement
your
preparation.
Mobile Apps:
Apps like “CPC
Exam Prep”
offer free
versions with
limited
questions.
They are
convenient for
quick practice
sessions on
the go.

How to
Effectively
Use the
Free CPC
Practice
Exam 2021

Simply  taking  a
practice test  is  not
e n o u g h .  T o
maximize  its  value,
follow  a  structured
approach:

Step 1: Take
the Exam as a
Diagnostic

Before  diving  into
full  study  mode,
take the Free CPC
Practice  Exam
2021  cold.  Do  not
review  any  notes.
This  baseline  score
highl ights  your
s t r e n g t h s  a n d
weaknesses.  For



example ,  i f  you
s c o r e  8 0 %  o n
ICD-10-CM but only
50%  on  E/M,  you
k n o w  w h e r e  t o
direct your efforts.

Step 2: Review
Every Answer
(Correct and
Incorrect)

Even  if  you  got  a
question right, read
the  explanation.
There  might  be  a
nuance you missed.
F o r  i n c o r r e c t
a n s w e r s ,
understand  the
r a t i o n a l e
thoroughly.  Keep  a
notebook of mistake
patterns—do  you
always  confuse
laterality,  or  forget
t o  c h e c k  a n
excluded  note?

Step 3: Retake
After 2–3
Weeks of Study

A f t e r  f o c u s e d
review,  take  the
same practice exam
again (or a different
free version). Track
your  progress.  Did
you improve in the
weak areas? If not,
adjust  your  study
m e t h o d s .  T h i s
iterative  process
s o l i d i f i e s
knowledge.

Step 4:
Simulate Real
Exam
Conditions

W h e n  y o u  a r e
ready ,  take  the
practice  exam in  a
quiet room with one
m o n i t o r ,  n o
interruptions,  and
exactly  four  hours.
U s e  t h e  s a m e
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coding  books  you
will use on test day
(e.g.,  ICD-10-CM,
CPT,  HCPCS).  This
physical  practice  is
invaluable.

Additional
Free
Resources
to
Complemen
t the
Practice
Exam

A single Free CPC
Practice  Exam
2021  i s  a  great
start,  but you need
a  broader  toolkit.
H e r e  a r e
c o m p l e m e n t a r y
resources  that  cost
nothing:

Free Medical
Coding Study
Guides

Many websites offer
free  downloadable
s t u d y  g u i d e s
covering  the  major
exam  topics.  Look
for  gu ides  tha t
summarize  E/M
coding  changes,
modifier  rules,  and
CPT  appendices.
Combine these with
your  practice  test
r e s u l t s  f o r  a
customized  study
plan.

Free Webinars
and Recorded
Workshops

T h e  A A P C
frequently  hosts
free  webinars  on
coding updates and
exam  strategies.
YouTube  also  has
dozens  of  recorded



workshops  from
certified  coders.
Search  for  “CPC
exam tips 2021” to
f i n d  r e l e v a n t
content.

Free Coding
Software (Basic
Versions)

Some  coding  tools
offer free tiers. For
example,  the  free
v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
“Coder’s  Desktop”
allows limited code
lookups.  While  not
full - featured,  it
helps  you  practice
looking  up  codes
quickly—a  critical
skill  for  the  exam.

Free
Flashcards and
Quizzes

P l a t f o r m s  l i k e
Quizlet  have  user-
generated flashcard

sets  for  the  CPC
exam. You can find
specific  sets  for
ICD-10-PCS  (if  you
also take the COC)
or  CPT  surgery
sections.  Use  them
in conjunction  with
your  practice  test
weak  spots.

Common
Pitfalls
When Using
Free
Practice
Exams

Be  aware  of  these
mistakes to get the
most  out  of  your
Free CPC Practice
Exam 2021:

Using
outdated
tests: Always
verify the
date. A
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practice exam
labeled “2018”
is useless for
the 2021 test.
Skipping
answer
explanations:
Rushing
through the
review defeats
the purpose.
Spend as
much time
reviewing as
taking the test.
Relying on
only one free
test: Free
exams often
have limited
question
banks.
Retaking the
same test can
lead to
memorization,
not mastery.
Use two or
three different
free sources.
Ignoring

time
constraints:
Untimed
practice gives
a false sense
of confidence.
Always use the
timer even
during the
first
diagnostic.

How the
2021 CPC
Exam
Differs from
Earlier
Versions

T h e  F r e e  C P C
Practice  Exam
2021  must  reflect
the  updates  that
were rolled out that
year.  Key  changes
included:

Revised E/M
guidelines:



For
office/outpatie
nt visits,
documentation
requirements
shifted to
medical
decision
making or
total time,
effective
January 1,
2021. The
practice exam
should test
these new
guidelines
rather than
the old
history/exam/
MDM formula.
New CPT
codes: The
2021 CPT code
set introduced
codes for
novel
coronavirus
immunization
administration
, digital mental

health
services, and
new surgical
procedures.
Deletions
and
revisions:
Many
evaluation and
management
codes were
deleted or
renumbered.
For example,
99201 (new
patient level 1)
was deleted
entirely.
ICD-10-CM
updates: The
2021 diagnosis
code set added
codes for
conditions like
long COVID
and vaping-
related lung
injury.

If your free practice
e x a m  d o e s  n o t
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incorporate  these
u p d a t e s ,  s e e k
another  resource.
Using  outdated
material  can  cause
y o u  t o  a n s w e r
q u e s t i o n s
incorrectly  on  the
r e a l  t e s t ,  e v e n
though you studied
“correctly” from an
old perspective.

Sample
Questions
from a Free
CPC
Practice
Exam 2021

To  illustrate  what
y o u  m i g h t
encounter, here are
three  sample  style
questions  (note:
a c t u a l  e x a m
q u e s t i o n s  a r e
copyrighted,  so

these are based on
common  free  test
formats):

Question  1  (E/M
Coding): A 65-year-
o ld  establ ished
patient  visits  the
orthopedic  surgeon
for right knee pain.
T h e  p h y s i c i a n
performs a problem-
focused history and
e x a m ,  a n d  t h e
medical  decision
making is  low. The
v i s i t  t a k e s  1 5
minutes  with  face-
to-face time. Which
CPT code should be
reported,  according
to 2021 guidelines?

Answer:  The  2021
g u i d e l i n e s  f o r
established patients
allow coding  based
on medical decision
making  or  tota l
t i m e .  W i t h  l o w
M D M ,  t h e
appropriate code is



99212 (or  99213 if
t h e  M D M  w a s
moderate  –  in  this
case, it’s low MDM,
so 99212).

Q u e s t i o n  2
(ICD-10-CM):  A
patient is diagnosed
w i t h  a c u t e
respiratory  failure
due  to  COVID-19.
The  coder  assigns
U 0 7 . 1  f o r
COVID-19.  What
additional  code  is
required?

Answer:  J96 .00
(Acute  respiratory
failure,  unspecified
severity)  should  be
sequenced  first  if
the  respiratory
failure is the reason
for  admission.  The
coding  guidelines
state  that  U07.1
may  be  secondary
t o  a n  a c u t e
respiratory  failure
code.

Question  3  (CPT
Surgery ) :  T h e
surgeon performs a
t o t a l  k n e e
arthroplasty. During
the  same operative
session, the surgeon
also  performs  an
open reduction of a
patellar  fracture.
How are the codes
reported?

Answer:  The  total
knee  arthroplasty
c o d e  ( 2 7 4 4 7 )
includes  the  open
reduction  of  the
pate l la  in  many
cases—check  the
C P T  m a n u a l .
Typically,  27447
includes  repair  of
patellar  fracture.
But if separate, use
modifier  59  or  22.
This  question  tests
understanding  of
i n c l u s i v e
procedures.
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Conclusion

Embarking  on  the
journey to become a
C e r t i f i e d
Professional  Coder
is both exciting and
demanding.  A Free
C P C  P r a c t i c e
Exam 2021  serves

as an indispensable
t o o l  i n  y o u r
preparation  kit,
offering  a  risk-free
way to assess your
readiness,  practice
time  management,
and  identify  areas
requiring additional
focus.  By  choosing
an up-to-date


