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Wish You Were Here
Ultimate Guitar

An In-Depth Look at “Wish You
Were Here” on Ultimate Guitar

When guitarists think of timeless acoustic rock, few
songs  come to  mind  as  quickly  as  Pink  Floyd’s
“Wish You Were Here.” Since its release in 1975 on
the  album  of  the  same  name,  the  track  has
become a rite of passage for players of all levels.
Whether  you  are  a  beginner  strumming  your  first
chord  progressions  or  a  seasoned  performer
looking to capture David Gilmour’s subtle nuances,
the  tablature  and  chords  available  on  sites  like
Ultimate Guitar offer an invaluable resource. In this
article, we will explore every facet of learning and
playing  “Wish  You  Were  Here”  using  the  tools
provided by the Ultimate Guitar community, from
chord  diagrams  and  alternate  tunings  to
fingerpicking patterns and performance tips.

We  will  also  discuss  why  this  song  remains  so
popular  among  guitarists,  how  to  approach  its
unique  structure,  and  what  makes  the  Ultimate
Guitar version of “Wish You Were Here” a go‑to for
millions of players worldwide. By the end, you will



have a clear roadmap for mastering this classic,
whether you are playing solo or with a band.

The Enduring Appeal of “Wish You
Were Here”

Before  diving  into  the  technical  details,  it  is
important to understand why this song resonates
so deeply. “Wish You Were Here” was written as a
tribute to former band member Syd Barrett, who
had left Pink Floyd due to mental health struggles.
The lyrics speak to absence, loss, and the search
for authenticity — themes that remain universally
relatable. Musically, the track is deceptively simple:
a gentle acoustic guitar strummed with a steady
rhythm, supported by a haunting slide guitar solo
and  atmospheric  effects.  This  simplicity,  however,
requires  careful  attention  to  dynamics  and  feel,
which is why countless guitarists turn to accurate
transcriptions on Ultimate Guitar.

The song’s structure is also unusual. It begins with
a radio static effect, then a verse‑and‑chorus cycle
that  builds  to  an  emotional  peak.  The  chord
progression is based on a few open positions that
sound rich and full, making it an excellent piece for
acoustic  practice.  Ultimate  Guitar’s  community
ratings and user comments often highlight how the
official  tab  captures  Gilmour’s  nuanced  picking
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hand  —  a  detail  that  can  make  or  break  the
performance.

Learning the Chords: The Ultimate
Guitar Version

One  of  the  first  things  you  will  notice  when  you
search for “Wish You Were Here Ultimate Guitar” is
the sheer number of variations. The most popular
version (often rated 5 stars) is the one that uses
standard tuning with a capo on the 5th fret. This is
the arrangement that most closely resembles the
recording. The main chords are: C, D, Am, G, and
Em — but played with the capo, they sound in the
key of G. Many beginners appreciate this because
it keeps fingerings familiar while producing a bright
open sound.

On Ultimate Guitar, you will  find both chord charts
and  full  tablature  with  strumming  patterns.  The
chord chart version is ideal for sing‑along sessions,
while  the  tab  version  shows  you  exactly  which
strings to pick during the intro and solo sections.
The site also includes a “power tab” format that
lets  you  slow  down  the  tempo  and  loop  difficult
measures.  For  those  who  prefer  video  tutorials,
many Ultimate Guitar users link to supplementary
lessons, but the text‑based tab remains the core
resource.



Understanding the Intro Riff

The  iconic  opening  riff  —  a  descending  arpeggio
that  leads  into  the  verse  —  is  often  the  first  part
players want to master. Using the official tab from
Ultimate  Guitar,  you  can  see  that  the  riff  is  based
on a simple fingerpicking pattern over the C and D
chords.  The tab indicates which fingers to use (p i
m a for classical style) and when to let notes ring.
One common mistake is rushing the pause before
the G chord; the tabmarks this with a rest symbol.
Practicing with a metronome at 60 BPM can help
you internalize the timing.

Ultimate  Guitar  also  includes  user‑submitted
variations  that  show  alternate  fingerings.  Some
advanced  players  prefer  to  play  the  riff  without  a
capo,  using  barre  chords  instead.  However,  the
consensus among the community is that the capo
version sounds closest  to  the record.  If  you are
playing along with the original track, try to match
Gilmour’s slight swing — he plays the eighth notes
with a relaxed, slightly behind‑the‑beat feel.

Chord Progression and Strumming
Pattern

Once you move into the verse, the chords cycle
through C, D, Am, G, and back to C. The strumming
pattern  is  a  steady  “down‑down‑up‑up‑down‑up”
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pattern, but many guitarists adapt it to a simpler
“down‑down‑down‑up” for a more driving feel. On
Ultimate Guitar,  the official  tab suggests a pattern
that emphasizes beats 2 and 4, giving the song its
characteristic sway. You can adjust the pattern to
your comfort level, but be careful not to strum too
aggressively — the song requires a gentle touch.

When you reach the chorus (“How I wish, how I
wish you were here”), the dynamic should increase.
The chords shift to G, D, and C, and the strumming
becomes  fuller.  The  Ultimate  Guitar  tab  often
includes  “p.m.”  markings  (palm  mute)  for  the
verses  and  no  mute  for  the  chorus,  which  is  a
practical way to control volume. If you are playing
solo, try singing the melody while strumming — the
chord  changes  are  intuitive  and  leave  room for
vocal phrasing.

The Slide Guitar Solo: A
Masterclass in Feel

One of  the  most  challenging  aspects  of  playing
“Wish You Were Here” on guitar is the slide solo
that follows the second chorus. David Gilmour used
a  glass  slide  on  his  middle  finger,  playing  in
standard tuning with the capo. The solo is not fast;
instead, it relies on pitch accuracy and vibrato. On
Ultimate Guitar, the slide part is transcribed with



parentheses indicating slides into notes and wavy
lines for vibrato. Beginners often ignore the slide
and play the notes as fretted versions,  but that
misses the emotional character.

If you do not own a slide, you can still approximate
the solo  by using bends.  However,  the Ultimate
Guitar community strongly recommends investing
in a metal or glass slide for authenticity. The tab
includes a legend for slide symbols — / for slide up,
\  for  slide  down.  Practice  section  by  section,
starting with the first phrase that imitates a crying
voice. Use your picking hand to dampen unwanted
string  noise,  a  technique  noted  in  many  user
comments.

Tips for the Rhythm Section

The rhythm guitar part in the bridge (the section
with “We’re just two lost souls”) requires a crisp
chord change from D to C and back, with a quick
hammer‑on on the B string. Ultimate Guitar tabs
usually show this as a hammer‑on from fret 1 to 3
on the second string. To get the correct tone, keep
your  pick  strokes  light  and  let  the  hammer‑on
sound  articulate.  This  is  also  a  good  place  to
practice  alternate  picking  — many tabs  suggest
using a strict down‑up pattern.

For  those  playing  with  a  bassist  or  a  second
guitarist,  the  Ultimate  Guitar  chords  page  often
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provides  a  bass  tab  component.  The  bass  line
follows the root  notes of  the chords,  but  in  the
recording it includes a few passing tones. If you are
in a duo, have the rhythm guitarist  stick to the
chord shapes while the other player handles the
arpeggiated intro and solo. This division of labor is
exactly what the original Pink Floyd used.

Why Ultimate Guitar is the Go‑To
Resource

Ultimate  Guitar  has  become  a  cornerstone  for
guitarists  learning popular  songs.  For  “Wish You
Were  Here,”  the  site  offers  multiple  formats:
standard  text  tab,  Guitar  Pro  files,  and  ChordAI
generated  sheets.  The  user  rating  system helps
you identify the most accurate versions — look for
ones  with  5  stars  and  hundreds  of  positive
comments.  Many  tabs  also  include  “user
corrections” that fix common errors, such as wrong
fret positions or missing rests.

One particular strength of Ultimate Guitar is  the
“official” tabs curated by the site’s editors. For Pink
Floyd  songs,  these  official  tabs  are  often  licensed
or  transcribed  by  professionals.  The  “Wish  You
Were  Here”  official  tab  includes  detailed  notation
for fingerpicking patterns, slide positions, and even
the sound effects from the song intro. The playback



feature lets you hear the tab being played midi,
which helps with rhythmic understanding.

Community Contributions and Learning

Beyond the tab itself,  the comment section is  a
goldmine  of  tips.  You  will  find  advice  on  how  to
achieve Gilmour’s tone (use a compressor and a
slight  delay),  how  to  improve  your  fingerpicking
speed, and even alternate tunings like Drop D or
open G. Some users share links to backing tracks
that remove the guitar part,  letting you practice
along. The forums also discuss the song’s meaning
and how to convey emotion through dynamics — a
topic that goes beyond mere notes.

If  you are a beginner, start with the easy chord
version (without the slide solo) and gradually work
up to the full arrangement. Ultimate Guitar has a
“difficulty”  rating  for  each  tab;  “Wish  You  Were
Here” is usually rated intermediate, mainly due to
the  solo  and  the  fingerpicking  intro.  But  with
consistent practice, you can master it within a few
weeks.

Using Guitar Pro Files for Advanced
Practice

For  those  who  own  Guitar  Pro  software,  the  files
available  on  Ultimate  Guitar  unlock  even  more
features. You can isolate the guitar track, change
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the  tempo  without  affecting  pitch,  and  loop  any
section infinitely. This is particularly helpful for the
tricky slide guitar phrases. Many users also upload
their  own  interpretations  —  for  example,  a
fingerstyle  version  that  combines  the  melody  and
chords into a solo arrangement. These variations
can inspire your own arrangements.

If  you  prefer  to  learn  by  ear,  Ultimate  Guitar’s
transcription tools allow you to compare the tab to
the original recording. Some experienced players
recommend listening to  the song multiple  times
while looking at the tab, marking where you hear
differences.  Then  you  can  adjust  the  tab
accordingly.  This  active  learning  process  builds
your  ear  training  and  deepens  your  musical
understanding.

Common Mistakes and How to
Avoid Them

Even with excellent tabs, guitarists often stumble
on a few points when learning this song. Here are
the  most  frequent  pitfalls  and  how  to  sidestep
them:

Rushing the tempo: The song has a
relaxed 100 BPM feel. Use a metronome set
to quarter notes and count aloud. Do not
speed up during the chorus.



Ignoring dynamics: The verses are soft, the
chorus is full. Mark your tab with dynamic
symbols (p, mf, f) and practice the
transitions.
Slide accuracy: When sliding, make sure
you land exactly on the target fret. The
ultimate Guitar tab shows the target fret in
parentheses; practice sliding from various
starting points.
Muting unused strings: The open strings
can ring out and cause dissonance. Use the
heel of your palm or the side of your fretting
hand to mute any strings you are not playing.
Strumming too hard: A light touch brings
out the natural resonance of the guitar. Let
the nails of your strumming hand brush the
strings softly.

Many  Ultimate  Guitar  users  also  recommend
recording yourself  and comparing to the original
track. You will quickly hear if your slide bends are
out of tune or if your strumming lacks consistency.

Expanding Your Repertoire with
Similar Songs

Once you have mastered “Wish You Were Here,”
consider  exploring  other  songs  that  use  similar
techniques.  Ultimate  Guitar  offers  tabs  for
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“Comfortably  Numb”  (another  Gi lmour
masterpiece),  “Blackbird”  by  The  Beatles
(fingerpicking),  and  “Landslide”  by  Fleetwood  Mac
(chord‑based acoustic). These songs will reinforce
your fingerpicking, slide work, and dynamic control.
The skills you learn from “Wish You Were Here”
translate directly to many other classic rock and
folk pieces.

Additionally,  you  can  experiment  with  your  own
arrangements. Try playing the chord progression in
a different key, or add a capo on a different fret to
see how the tonality changes. The Ultimate Guitar
transposition tool lets you instantly change the key
of any tab, which is great for accommodating your
vocal range. This feature alone makes the site a
powerful learning tool.

Conclusion

Learning “Wish You Were Here” on guitar is more
than just memorizing notes — it is about capturing
the emotion that has moved listeners for decades.
Ultimate  Guitar  provides  the  most  accurate  and
accessible  tabs  to  help  you  achieve  that  goal,
whether  you  are  a  novice  strumming  the  basic
chords or an advanced player working on the slide
solo.  The  combination  of  community  feedback,
multiple file formats, and playback tools creates an
ideal  learning  environment.  By  focusing  on



dynamics, timing, and the subtle nuances found in
the  official  tabs,  you  can  play  this  song  in  a  way
that honors its legacy.

Remember to practice slowly, pay attention to the
small  details  mentioned  in  the  Ultimate  Guitar
annotations, and most importantly, feel the music.
“Wish


