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Dr Seuss Bartholomew And The
Oobleck

Introduction: The
Sticky, Green Legacy of
Dr. Seuss

When we think of Dr. Seuss, images of
the Grinch, the Cat in the Hat, or the
wide-eyed creatures of Horton Hears
a Who! often come to mind. However,
buried  within  his  treasure  trove  of

whimsical tales is a lesser-known but
equally  brilliant  story:  Dr  Seuss
Bartholomew  And  The  Oobleck.
Published  in  1949,  this  book  is  a
masterclass in using fantasy to teach
real-world  lessons  about  humility,
responsibility,  and  the  dangers  of
unchecked desire. While it may not be
as  famous  as  The  Cat  in  the  Hat,
Bartholomew and the Oobleck is a



rich  narrative  that  deserves  a  deep
dive.  In  this  article,  we will  explore
the plot, the characters, the thematic
depth, the linguistic creativity, and the
enduring  relevance  of  this  sticky
green  goo  that  almost  brought  a
kingdom  to  its  knees.

The  story  revolves  around  King
Derwin  of  Didd,  a  monarch  who  is
bored with the same old weather —
rain, sun, fog, and snow. He demands
something  new,  something  that  has
never fallen from the sky before. His
magicians,  using  their  "knotted
kraggles, klegs, and kroffs," conjure a
sticky green substance called Oobleck.
And so begins the chaos that only a
young  page  boy,  Bartholomew

Cubbins,  can  resolve.  This  simple
premise  i s  a  spr ingboard  for
discussing  everything  from  the
psychology of power to the beauty of
simple solutions.

Plot Overview: When
Oobleck Takes Over

The  story  opens  with  King  Derwin
looking out of his castle window with a
frown.  He  complains  to  his  page,
Bartholomew Cubbins, that he is tired
of  the  same old  weather.  He  wants
something new, something "different."
Bartholomew, wise beyond his years,
warns the king that this might not be a
good idea, but the king dismisses his
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concerns  and  summons  his  royal
magicians. The magicians mix a potion
that produces the first  Oobleck — a
sticky,  gooey,  green  substance  that
drops from the sky.

At first, the Oobleck seems amusing,
but it quickly becomes a nightmare. It
sticks to everything — towers, trees,
people,  and  animals.  The  palace
grounds  become  a  mess  of  green
gunk.  The  king  realizes  his  mistake
when the Oobleck begins to cause real
trouble: it glues birds to their nests,
traps  the  royal  trumpeter  in  his
trumpet, and stops the kingdom from
functioning.  The  situation  becomes
desperate, and the king is helpless. It
is  Bartholomew who steps up,  using

his wits and bravery to save the day.
He climbs to the top of the bell tower
and, in a moment of clarity, speaks the
one phrase that can break the spell:
"I'm sorry."

This simple apology from the king —
who finally  admits  he was wrong to
demand  something  so  foolish  —
causes  the  Oobleck  to  lose  i ts
st ickiness  and  melt  away.  The
kingdom is saved, and the king learns
a valuable lesson about humility and
the  dangers  of  wanting  more  than
what is necessary.

Character Analysis:



Bartholomew Cubbins vs.
King Derwin

Bartholomew Cubbins  is  a  recurring
character in Dr. Seuss's work (he also
a p p e a r s  i n  T h e  5 0 0  H a t s  o f
Bartholomew Cubbins). He represents
the  quiet,  sensible,  and  brave
individual who is not afraid to speak
t ru th  t o  power .  I n  Dr  Seuss
Bartholomew And The Oobleck, he
is the voice of reason from the very
beginning.  When  the  king  demands
new  weather,  Bartholomew  simply
says, "Your Majesty, I wouldn't do that
if I were you." He does not shout or
rebel;  he  simply  warns.  Throughout
the  chaos,  he  remains  calm  and
resourceful.

King Derwin, on the other hand, is the
embodiment of impulsive desire. He is
not  evi l  —  just  fool ish.  He  has
everything a king could want, but he is
bored. His demand for something new
without considering the consequences
is  a  classic  lesson  in  hubris.  The
story’s  turning  point  comes  when
Derwin humbles himself enough to say
"I'm sorry." This is a powerful moment
in children's literature:  showing that
even kings have to admit when they
are wrong. The transformation of King
Derwin  from  a  petulant  ruler  to  a
humble leader is the emotional core of
the book.
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The Oobleck: A Symbol
of Excess and the
Power of Apology

The Oobleck itself is more than just a
sticky  green  goo.  It  represents  the
unintended  consequences  of  getting
what  we  think  we  want.  The  king
wanted something new and exciting,
but he forgot that new does not always
mean  good.  The  Oobleck  is  messy,
unpredictable,  and  uncontrollable  —
much like many innovations that are
launched  without  foresight.  In  a
broader  sense,  it  can  be  seen  as  a
metaphor for environmental pollution,
the  dangers  of  overconsumption,  or
even the chaotic results of unchecked

capitalism. The fact that the Oobleck
is green (often associated with nature)
only  adds  to  the  irony:  the  "new
weather" turns out to be a man-made
disaster.

However, the solution to the Oobleck
crisis  is  not  a  powerful  spell  or  a
hero's sword. It is a simple, heartfelt
apology.  Dr.  Seuss  here  teaches  a
timeless lesson: the most effective way
to resolve a problem rooted in pride is
humility. Bartholomew does not fight
the  Oobleck,  he  does  not  invent  a
machine  to  clean  it  up;  he  simply
convinces the king to say he is sorry.
And  that  is  enough.  This  idea  is
profound:  sometimes  the  most
powerful action is admitting fault and



asking for forgiveness.

Language and Rhyme: The
Magic of Dr. Seuss's Writing

One  o f  the  reasons  Dr  Seuss
Bartholomew  And  The  Oobleck
remains  enjoyable  is  its  inventive
language.  Dr.  Seuss  is  known  for
creating  nonsense  words  that
somehow make perfect sense. In this
book, we have the "Oobleck" itself — a
word  that  sounds  sticky  and  gooey.
The magicians use "knotted kraggles,
klegs, and kroffs" to brew the potion.
The  king  shouts,  "I  want  something
new,  something  different,  something
fresh!" and this repetition builds the
tension. The book uses a mix of prose

and verse, which makes it easy to read
aloud.  The  rhythmic  cadence  of
sentences like "And the Oobleck kept
fall ing  and  fall ing  and  fall ing"
immerses  the  reader  in  the  never-
ending frustration of the kingdom.

Dr.  Seuss  also  uses  onomatopoeia
brilliantly. When the Oobleck falls, it
goes  "Splop!  Splat!  Squish!"  These
sounds  help  children  visualize  the
mess. The adjectives are vivid: "sticky,
gooey, green." Every word is chosen
for  its  sound  and  texture.  This
linguistic playfulness makes the book
a delight for both children and adults.
It also reinforces the sense of a world
that is both absurd and deeply logical.



Dr Seuss Bartholomew And The Oobleck

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Greer & Eden • Read more, learn more. •
Page 7

Thematic Depth:
Lessons for All Ages

While  Dr Seuss Bartholomew And
The  Oobleck  is  marketed  as  a
children's  book,  its  themes  resonate
with readers of all ages. One central
theme is the danger of unconsidered
desire. King Derwin had good weather
— rain for crops, sun for warmth, fog
for  mystery,  snow  for  fun.  But  he
wanted  more.  This  is  a  warning
against  the  greed  that  can  lead  to
environmental or social disasters. It is
also a story about the importance of
l i s t e n i n g  t o  w i s e  c o u n s e l .
Bartholomew, the page boy, is young
and  low-ranked,  but  he  is  sensible.

The king ignores him and suffers. This
is a lesson for leaders in any setting:
g o o d  a d v i c e  c a n  c o m e  f r o m
unexpected  places.

Another  theme  is  the  power  of
humility  and  apology.  In  many
children's stories, problems are solved
through bravery or magical solutions.
Here,  the  solution  is  emotional  and
ethical. The king must admit he was
wrong. This teaches children that it is
okay to make mistakes, as long as you
own  up  to  them.  The  Oobleck
disappears  not  because  it  was
defeated, but because its purpose — to
fulfill a foolish wish — vanished when
the wish was withdrawn.

Additionally,  the  book  touches  on



themes  o f  respons ib i l i ty  and
community.  The  Oobleck  affects
everyone in the kingdom, not just the
king.  When  the  king  finally  takes
responsibility, he saves everyone. This
is a subtle nod to the idea that leaders
h a v e  a  d u t y  t o  t h i n k  o f  t h e
consequences  of  their  actions  on
others.

Relevance in Modern Times:
Environmental and
Educational Insights

Today, Dr Seuss Bartholomew And
The  Oobleck  i s  o f ten  used  in
classrooms  to  discuss  environmental
stewardship. The Oobleck can be seen
as a metaphor for pollution or climate

change.  The  king's  desire  for
something  new  without  considering
the repercussions mirrors humanity's
thirst  for  technological  progress
without  always  thinking  about  long-
term effects. The fact that the Oobleck
sticks  to  everything  and  cannot  be
easily  removed echoes the challenge
of  cleaning  up  plastic  waste  or
industrial  contamination.  The  story’s
message  that  the  mess  can  only  be
resolved  through  humility  and
acknowledgment  of  fault  is  a  timely
one for global leaders.

Teachers  also  use  the  book  as  a
springboard for science experiments.
Many educators create "oobleck" as a
non-Newtonian  fluid  (a  mixture  of
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cornstarch  and  water)  to  illustrate
states of matter. This hands-on activity
connects  literature  and  science,
reinforcing  the  book's  themes  in  a
memorable way.  The word itself  has
entered  common parlance:  "oobleck"
is  now used  to  describe  the  unique
substance  that  behaves  like  a  solid
when  struck  but  like  a  liquid  when
handled gently.

Comparing
Bartholomew and the
Oobleck to Other Dr.
Seuss Classics

While The Cat in the Hat  deals with

chaos and cleanup,  and Green Eggs
and Ham explores trying new things,
Dr  Seuss  Bartholomew  And  The
Oobleck  is  unique in its focus on a
kingdom-wide  crisis  and  a  ruler's
flawed  decision-making.  It  is  one  of
the few Dr. Seuss books that features
a king as a central character. It also
has a more serious tone than many of
his other works, though it still retains
the  wh ims ica l  l anguage  and
illustrations.  The  book  is  part  of  a
series  featuring  Bartholomew
Cubbins, who is more of a common-
sense  hero  than  a  typical  fantasy
protagonist. This sets the story apart:
the hero is not a warrior or a wizard
but a loyal and brave servant.



Another similarity can be drawn with
Yertle the Turtle, another story about
a ruler who wants too much power.
However, in Yertle, the ending comes
from a  physical  disruption  (a  burp),
whereas  in  Bartholomew  and  the
Oobleck,  the  resolution comes from
an  emotional  and  social  act  —  an
apology.  This  makes the latter  story
more nuanced in its moral lesson.

Illustrations and Visual
Storytelling

No discussion of a Dr. Seuss book is
complete  without  mention  of  the
i l lustrations.  The  drawings  in
Bartholomew and the Oobleck are

classic Seuss: whimsical castles with
curvy towers, exaggerated expressions
on  characters '  faces ,  and  the
pervasive  green  goo  dripping  from
every page. The Oobleck is depicted
as  a  thick,  viscous  substance  that
transforms  the  neat  kingdom into  a
gooey  mess.  The  visual  progression
from a clean palace to a slime-covered
disaster  is  both  humorous  and
alarming.  Children love  pointing  out
all the places where the Oobleck has
stuck: a knight’s helmet, a chimney, a
horse’s tail.

The  colors  are  muted  compared  to
later Seuss books, using mainly earthy
tones  with  the  vibrant  green  of  the
Oobleck  standing  out.  This  artistic
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choice emphasizes the intrusion of the
new  substance  into  the  established
order.  The  illustrations  also  convey
the emotional states of the characters
— the king’s initial glee, then horror,
and  finally  shame.  Bartholomew’s
calm expression throughout is a visual
anchor of  rationality in the midst  of
chaos.

Conclusion: Why This
Story Endures

Dr  Seuss  Bartholomew  And  The
Oobleck may not be the most famous
of Dr. Seuss’s works, but it is one of
the  most  layered and meaningful.  It
teaches that wisdom often comes from

the young and humble, that new is not
always  better,  and  that  a  sincere
apology  can  be  the  most  powerful
force  of  all.  It  combines  linguistic
playfulness  with  serious  themes,
making it a book that children enjoy
for  the  silly  green  goo  and  adults
appreciate for the social commentary.

The story remains a staple in homes
and classrooms because it addresses a
universal human tendency: the desire
for  novelty  without  considering  the
consequences.  As  long  as  people  —
especially  those  in  power  —  are
tempted to meddle with what already
works well,  the tale  of  King Derwin
and Bartholomew will be relevant. So
the next time you see a sticky green



mess in your life, remember the page
boy who stood up, and the king who
said  he  was  sorry.  That  is  the  real

magic  of  Bartholomew  and  the
Oobleck.


