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101 Questions To Ask Before Getting
Engaged

Why You Need to Ask the
Right Questions Before
Saying "l Do"

Getting married is one of life's most profound
decisions. It is a commitment that touches every
aspect of your existence—your finances, your
emotional health, your family relationships, and

your future dreams. Yet many couples enter
marriage with a heart full of love but a mind full
of assumptions. They assume their partner wants
the same things, shares the same values, and
envisions the same future. These assumptions
can quietly erode a relationship over time.

That is why a resource like 101 Questions To
Ask Before Getting Married has become an
essential tool for modern couples. It is not about
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creating doubt or dissecting your partner under a
microscope. Rather, it is about opening doors to
conversations that matter. Love is the
foundation, but honest communication is the
structure that keeps a marriage standing. Asking
the right questions helps you discover
compatibility, uncover hidden expectations, and

build a shared vision for your life together.

In this article, we will explore the most important
categories of pre-marriage questions, provide a
curated selection of questions from each
category, and explain why these discussions are
vital. Whether you are engaged, dating seriously,
or simply thinking about marriage, this guide
will help you approach the journey with clarity
and confidence.

The Core Areas Covered
in the 101 Questions To
Ask Before Getting
Married

The 101 Questions To Ask Before Getting
Married typically span several critical domains
of life. These categories ensure that no major
aspect of your partnership is left unexamined.
Below we break down each area and include
representative questions that you can adapt for
your own conversations.

1. Finances and Money Management

Money is one of the most common sources of
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conflict in marriage. Discussing finances early e What is your attitude toward investing and
can prevent resentment and confusion later. Key risk?
questions include: e Who will handle the day-to-day bill

. payments and budgeting?

e What is your current debt load, and what .
. ) e What are your long-term financial goals

is your plan to pay it off?

. . (buying a home, starting a business,
¢ Do you prefer joint accounts, separate

i )2

accounts, or a mix? retiring early)
e What does financial security look like to 2. Family and Parenting
you?

* How much money do you want to set Whether or not you plan to have children, your

aside for savings each month? ideas about family life will shape your marriage.

* What are your spending habits—are youa  qpeqe questions help you align your visions:

saver or a spender?

e Do you want to support aging parents e Do you want children, and if so, how
financially? many?

e How do you feel about lending money to e What parenting style do you lean toward
friends or family? (authoritative, permissive, etc.)?
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How will we handle discipline?

What role should grandparents play in
raising our children?

How do we feel about adoption or fertility
treatments?

How often should we visit extended
family?

What holidays are important to you, and
how should we celebrate them?

How do you feel about a parent staying
with us for long periods?

What values and morals are non-
negotiable to pass on to our kids?

How do we handle disagreements about
parenting?

3. Career, Ambition, and Lifestyle

Your individual goals and daily routines will
intersect in marriage. Understanding each other's
drives is crucial:

e How many hours are you willing to work
each week?

e Are you willing to relocate for a job
opportunity?

e What does work-life balance look like to
you?

e How much alone time do you need each
day?

e Do you enjoy hosting parties or prefer
quiet nights in?

e What hobbies are important to you, and
how will we make time for them?
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e How do you recharge after a stressful e How do you prefer to resolve
day? disagreements—immediately or after
e What are your career dreams for the next cooling down?
five years? e Do you tend to raise your voice or
e How will we split household chores and become quiet when upset?
responsibilities? e How do you handle criticism from your
e How do you feel about one partner being partner?

a stay-at-home parent or choosing a less * What role does apology play in your

demanding career? relationship?
¢ Are you comfortable seeking professional
4. Communication and Conflict help (counseling) if needed?
Resolution e How do you express love and
appreciation?

How you fight and how you talk matters as much * Do you feel heard and understood in our

. e
as what you talk about. These questions help you OLNEIRE RIS,

build a healthy communication style: NS SIS R S B S

discuss?
e What triggers you during an argument? e How can we create a safe space for honest
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feelings?

5. Values, Religion, and Spirituality

Shared values provide a deep sense of unity,

while divergent values can create ongoing
tension. Explore these questions:

What role does religion or spirituality play
in your life?

How will we celebrate (or not celebrate)
religious holidays?

What are our core values (honesty,
loyalty, adventure, stability)?

How do we feel about charity and giving
back?

What are our political views, and can we
respect differences?

e How important is community involvement
to you?

e What does a "good life" mean to you?

e How do you define success?

e What ethical lines are you unwilling to
cross?

e How do we approach difficult moral
decisions?

6. Sex, Intimacy, and Affection

Physical and emotional intimacy are vital for a
healthy marriage. Yet many couples avoid
discussing these topics until problems arise:

e How often do you desire physical
intimacy?
e How do you feel about initiating sex?
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e What makes you feel desired and loved? e What are your current health habits
e How do we handle differences in libido? (exercise, diet, sleep)?
e What are your boundaries regarding ¢ How do we handle illness, both minor and
flirting with others? major?
e How important is emotional intimacy e Do you have any chronic conditions or
before physical intimacy? hereditary risks?
e How do you feel about talking openly e What are your thoughts on mental health
about sexual preferences? and therapy?
e What role does romance play in your life? » How do you want to be cared for if you
e How do we maintain intimacy during become disabled?
stressful periods? e What are our plans for health insurance
e How do you feel about pornography in a and emergency care?
relationship? e How do we approach aging—nursing
homes, in-home care, living with
7. Health, Well-being, and Aging children?
e How important is physical fitness to you?
Taking care of yourselves and planning for the e What lifestyle changes are you willing to
future health of your partnership is essential: make for health reasons?
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How do we support each other through
health challenges?

8. Personal Habits, Boundaries, and
Independence

Even

in marriage, you remain individuals.

Respecting each other's space and habits
prevents resentment:

How much alone time do you need?

What are your non-negotiables regarding
personal space?

How do you feel about each of us having
separate friends?

What habits do you have that might annoy
a partner?

How do you handle boredom in a

relationship?

e What boundaries do we need around work
and home life?

e How do you feel about texting or calling
throughout the day?

e What are your boundaries regarding
friendships with exes?

e How do we balance time together with
time apart?

o What does a healthy level of
independence look like to you?

9. Life Goals, Dreams, and Big
Decisions

Your shared future is built on the dreams you
hold individually and together. Align them now:



101 Questions To Ask Before Getting Engaged

e Where do you want to live for the next 5,
10, 20 years?

¢ Do you dream of owning a home or
renting long-term?

e What kind of travel experiences do you
want to have?

e Do you want to start a business or pursue
a creative passion?

¢ How important is early retirement?

e What legacy do you want to leave behind?

¢ How do we make decisions
together—consensus, voting, final say?

e What is your biggest fear about marriage?

e What is your biggest hope for our life
together?

e How will we celebrate milestones and
successes?

How to Use the 101
Questions in Your
Relationship

A list of 101 Questions To Ask Before Getting
Married can feel overwhelming if you try to
tackle it all in one sitting. Instead, treat it as a
conversational roadmap. Set aside regular
"relationship check-in" time—once a week or
once a month—where you discuss a few
questions from one category. Approach the
conversations with curiosity, not judgment.
Listen to understand, not to respond. Be willing
to revisit topics as you grow and change.

You can also use the questions as a journaling
exercise. Write down your own answers first,
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then compare notes with your partner. This helps
you see where you align and where you need to
negotiate. Some questions may reveal deeper
issues that require professional premarital
counseling—and that is a good thing. It is better
to uncover potential conflicts before the wedding
than after.

The Benefits of Asking
These Questions Early

Couples who engage in these conversations
before marriage report feeling more confident
and connected. They have a clearer
understanding of each other's expectations,
which reduces surprises and resentment. They
also build communication skills that will serve

them for decades. Perhaps most importantly,
they learn that marriage is not about finding
someone who agrees with you on everything, but
about finding someone with whom you can
lovingly navigate differences.

The 101 Questions To Ask Before Getting
Married are not a test; they are a tool. When
used with honesty and respect, they can
transform a good relationship into an
extraordinary partnership. They help you see the
full picture of your partner—their fears, their
dreams, their quirks, and their values. And they
give you a chance to share your own soul in
return.
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Conclusion

Marriage is a beautiful adventure, but every
adventure is better with a map. The 101
Questions To Ask Before Getting Married
serve as that map, guiding you through the
landscape of your future together. From money

and children to intimacy and personal goals,
these questions help you build a foundation of
understanding that will weather any storm. Take
the time to ask them. Be brave enough to hear
the answers. And then choose each other, again
and again, with open eyes and an open heart. The
love you nurture through honest conversation
will be the love that lasts a lifetime.
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