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The Nearness Of
You Sheet Music

Introduction:
The Timeless
Allure of a
Jazz
Standard

Few  songs  possess  the
enduring power to evoke
intimacy,  longing,  and
quiet romance quite like
"The Nearness  Of  You."
Originally  introduced  in
the 1938 Paramount film
"Romance in  the Dark,"
this  Hoagy  Carmichael
classic,  with  lyrics  by
Ned  Washington,  has
become one of the most
cherished  standards  in
the  Great  American
S o n g b o o k .  F o r

musicians, vocalists, and
music  lovers  alike,  the
s e a r c h  f o r  T h e
Nearness  O f  You
sheet  music  is  often
the  first  step  toward
unlocking  the  magic  of
this  timeless  ballad.
Whe the r  you  a re  a
seasoned jazz pianist,  a
budding  vocalist,  or  a
hobbyist  gu i tar is t ,
unders tand ing  the
nuances  of  this  piece
and  finding  the  right
arrangement is essential
for capturing its delicate
sp i r i t .  Th i s  a r t i c le
explores the song's rich
history,  the  various
s h e e t  m u s i c
arrangements  available,
and  practical  tips  for



learning and performing
t h i s  b e l o v e d
masterpiece.

The
Enduring
Legacy of
"The
Nearness Of
You"

Before  diving  into  the
technicalities  of  the
s h e e t  m u s i c ,  i t  i s
valuable  to  appreciate
the  song 's  journey
through musical  history.
Hoagy  Carmichael,  one
of  America's  greatest
songwriters,  crafted  a
melody  that  is  both
simple  and  profoundly
beautiful.  The  lyrics  by
Ned  Washington  speak
of  a  love  so  deep  that
external  grandeur  holds
no  appeal ;  only  the
physical  and  emotional
closeness of the beloved

matters.  This  universal
theme  has  allowed  the
song  t o  t r anscend
generations.

Iconic Recordings
That Defined the
Song

Whi le  the  song  was
introduced  by  Margaret
Sullavan  in  the  film,  it
was  Glenn  Miller's
1940  recording  that
first  brought  it
widespread  popularity.
However,  it  is  perhaps
Norah  Jones's  2002
rendition  f rom  her
debut  album  "Come
Away  wi th  Me"  that
introduced the song to a
new,  modern  audience.
Her breathy, understated
vocal  style  perfectly
captured  the  song's
intimacy,  leading  to  a
massive  resurgence  in
interest for The Nearness
Of  You  sheet  music.
Other  legendary  artists,
including Ella Fitzgerald,
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Frank  S inat ra ,  Ray
Char les ,  and  B i l l i e
Holiday,  have  each  left
their  indelible  mark  on
the  song,  proving  its
adaptabi l i ty  across
different vocal styles and
i n s t r u m e n t a l
arrangements.

Understandi
ng Different
Arrangement
s of The
Nearness Of
You Sheet
Music

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important  things  to
u n d e r s t a n d  w h e n
s e a r c h i n g  f o r  T h e
Nearness  Of  You  sheet
music is that it is not a
one-size-fits-all
d o c u m e n t .  T h e
complexity  and  format
vary  greatly  depending
o n  t h e  i n t e n d e d

instrument and the skill
level  of  the  performer.
Choos ing  the  r ight
arrangement  is  crucial
for  a  satisfying  playing
experience.

Piano Sheet Music:
From Lead Sheets
to Full
Arrangements

F o r  p i a n i s t s ,  t h e
available options for The
Nearness  Of  You  sheet
music range from simple
lead sheets to complex,
fully-arranged solo piano
pieces.

Lead Sheets:
These contain the
melody line, lyrics,
and chord
symbols. They are
ideal for jazz
musicians who
want to improvise
their own
accompaniment
and create a
personal



interpretation. The
lead sheet is the
purest form of the
song's skeleton.
Easy Piano
Arrangements:
Designed for
beginners, these
versions simplify
the harmonies,
keep the melody in
the right hand, and
avoid complex
chord voicings in
the left hand. They
are excellent for
students who want
to play a
recognizable
version of the song
without being
overwhelmed.
Professional
Solo Piano
Arrangements:
These are fully
written-out
arrangements that
include complex
jazz harmonies,
rich chord
voicings, intricate

bass lines, and
often a solo
section. They are
perfect for
advanced pianists
looking for a
concert-ready
piece that is
faithful to the jazz
style.
Piano/Vocal/Guit
ar (PVG) Scores:
This is the most
common format. It
shows the vocal
melody and lyrics
on the grand staff,
with the piano
accompaniment
below and chord
symbols above for
guitarists. This is
the go-to format
for accompanying
a singer or for a
solo performer
who sings while
playing.

Sheet Music for
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Vocalists

Vocalists often seek The
Nearness  Of  You  sheet
music that is tailored to
their  specific  voice  type.
The  song  is  typically
written in  the key of  C
major  but  is  frequently
t r a n s p o s e d .  F o r
example,  the  key  of  B-
flat major or A-flat major
i s  o f t e n  m o r e
c o m f o r t a b l e  f o r
baritones  and  mezzo-
sopranos,  while  tenors
and sopranos may prefer
a  higher  key  like  D-flat
major.  Digital  sheet
music platforms make it
easy  to  find  transposed
versions or to purchase a
single  vocal  line  with
lyrics.

Jazz Real Books
and Fake Books

For  jazz  mus ic ians
work ing  in  a  combo
setting (e.g., piano, bass,
drums, saxophone),  The

Nearness  Of  You  sheet
music is most commonly
found in "Real Books" or
"Fake Books." These are
compilations  of  jazz
standards  containing  a
simple  melody  line  and
chord changes. The Real
Book Volume 1  is  the
most  famous  source.
Musicians use these as a
s t a r t i n g  p o i n t  f o r
improv i sa t i on  and
arrangement. The chord
changes  in  the  Real
Book,  particularly  the
use of ii-V-I progressions
a n d  h a r m o n i c
substitutions,  are  what
define  the  song's  classic
jazz sound.

Where to
Find High-
Quality The
Nearness Of
You Sheet



Music

In the digital age, finding
sheet  music  is  easier
than  ever,  but  quality
and  legal i ty  remain
i m p o r t a n t
considerations. Here are
some of the best sources
f o r  o b t a i n i n g  T h e
Nearness  Of  You  sheet
music.

Digital Sheet1.
Music Stores:
Websites like
Musicnotes.com,
Sheetmusicplus.
com, and
VirtualSheetMus
ic.com offer
instant downloads,
transposition tools,
and multiple
arrangement
options. You can
often preview the
first page and
listen to an audio
sample. These are
legal and licensed
sources.

Subscription2.
Services:
Platforms like
Hoffman
Academy or
Scribd may offer
access to a library
of sheet music for
a monthly fee. This
can be cost-
effective if you are
working on
multiple songs.
Physical3.
Bookstores and
Music Shops: For
those who prefer a
printed edition,
purchasing a "Fake
Book" or "Standard
Song Collection"
from a local music
store is a great
option. You get a
physical book
containing
hundreds of songs,
including The
Nearness Of You.
Public Domain4.
Resources (with
caution): While



The Nearness Of You Sheet Music

Downloaded from tracker.dreammachineusa.org by Janelle &
Hallie • The journey of a thousand miles begins with a single

page. • Page 7

the melody and
lyrics of older
songs may be in
the public domain
in some regions,
the specific
*arrangements*
created by
publishers like Hal
Leonard are still
under copyright.
Be cautious when
downloading free
sheets, as they
may be of poor
quality, contain
incorrect notes, or
be illegal.

Tips for
Learning and
Performing
"The
Nearness Of
You"

Once you have acquired
The  Nearness  Of  You
sheet  music,  the  real

work begins. This song is
deceptively  simple.
Playing the correct notes
is  only  the  first  step;
capturing  the  emotion
r e q u i r e s  c a r e f u l
attention  to  phrasing
and  dynamics.

Mastering the
Ballad Feel

The  tempo  marking  is
typically  "Slowly,  with
feeling." This is not a fast
swing tune. The rhythm
should  feel  relaxed,
almost rubato in places.
Al low  the  melody  to
breathe.  A  common
mistake is to play it too
strictly in time. Instead,
think of the melody as a
vocal  line,  rising  and
fal l ing  with  natural
breath  pauses.

Harmonic Analysis
for Jazz Musicians

For  advanced  players
us ing  a  lead  sheet ,



unders tand ing  the
h a r m o n y  i s  k e y  t o
creating  a  compelling
i m p r o v i s a t i o n  o r
accompaniment.  The
song  is  built  around  a
s e r i e s  o f  i i - V - I
progressions  that
move  through  various
keys.  For  example,  the
first  few  bars  in  the  key
of  C  major  move  from
Cmaj7  to  Dm7  to  G7.
L a t e r ,  t h e r e  i s  a
modulation to the key of
F major and then back.
Practicing  these  chord
changes in  all  keys will
greatly  improve  your
fluency  on  the
instrument.

Voice Leading:
Pay attention to
how the chords
connect. Try to
keep common
tones in the same
voice.
Chord
Substitutions:
Don't be afraid to
experiment with

altered chords,
such as G7#5 or
G7b9, to add color
and tension.
Improvising:
Start your solo by
playing the melody
with simple
variations. Use the
melody notes as a
guide for your
lines. The Eb
major pentatonic
scale and the G
mixolydian scale
are good starting
points for creating
melodic ideas.

Performance Tips
for Vocalists

If you are a singer, your
interpretation  of  the
lyrics is paramount. The
song  is  an  int imate
confession.  Sing it  as if
you are speaking to one
person in a quiet room.
Avoid shouting or forcing
the  high  notes.  The
climax of the song, "The
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nearness of you," should
be  a  moment  of  soft
intensity,  not  a  loud
explosion.  Pract ice
d ic t ion  and  breath
control  to  ensure  the
words are clear and the
phrasing is smooth.

The Role of
The
Nearness Of
You Sheet
Music in
Music
Education

This song is a staple in
m u s i c  e d u c a t i o n ,
part icular ly  in  jazz
pedagogy  and  vocal
p e r f o r m a n c e
programs.  Teachers
often use The Nearness
Of  You  sheet  music  to
introduce  students  to
several  key  concepts:

Standard Song

Form (AABA):
The song follows
the classic 32-bar
AABA form, which
is the foundation
of hundreds of jazz
standards.
Understanding this
structure helps
students with
memorization and
analysis.
Harmonic
Structure: The
chord progression
is a perfect
example of
functional
harmony. It
teaches students
how chords move
towards a tonic
resolution.
Lyrical
Interpretation:
For vocalists, it
teaches the art of
conveying emotion
through text. It is a
fantastic piece for
learning how to
use dynamics and



phrasing to tell a
story.
Ear Training: The
melody is highly
singable and
memorable.
Learning it by ear
in addition to
reading the sheet
music is a valuable
skill for any
musician.

Conclusion:
Your Journey
with "The
Nearness Of
You"

Whether you are drawn
to this song for its lush
harmonies,  its  poetic
lyrics,  or  its  profound
emotional  resonance,
having the right copy of

The  Nearness  Of  You
sheet  music  is  your
gateway to a rewarding
musical  experience.
From  the  first-time
pianist learning the basic
chords  to  the  seasoned
jazz performer creating a
spontaneous  solo,  this
song  offers  endless
possibilities for personal
express ion.  As  you
practice and perform this
beauti ful  standard,
remember  that  the
ult imate  goal  is  not
merely to play the right
n o t e s ,  b u t  t o
communicate  the  deep,
quiet  joy  of  closeness
that has made this song
a  beloved  classic  for
over  eight  decades.  So,
find  the  arrangement
that speaks to your skill
level and your heart, and
let the music begin.


