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The Civil War Begins Answer
Key

Unlocking History:
The Ultimate Guide
to the Civil War
Begins Answer Key

The American Civil War remains one of
the  most  defining,  tumultuous,  and

studied  periods  in  United  States
history.  For  students,  educators,  and
h i s t o r y  e n t h u s i a s t s  a l i k e ,
understanding exactly how this conflict
ignited  is  crucial  to  grasping  the
n a t i o n ' s  e n t i r e  s u b s e q u e n t
development.  While  textbooks  and
lectures  provide  the  narrative,  many
learners seek a structured, clear, and



definitive  resource—something  akin  to
a master key that unlocks the complex
series of events. This article serves as
that resource. By examining the critical
causes,  pivotal  figures,  and  the
flashpoint  events,  we  will  create  a
comprehensive,  naturally  flowing
exploration  of  what  could  be  called
The Civil War Begins Answer Key.

This guide is not merely a list of dates
and names. It  is designed to provide
context, depth, and clarity, answering
the "why" and "how" behind the war's
inception. Whether you are preparing
for  an  exam,  brushing  up  on  your
knowledge, or simply seeking a deeper
understanding of this pivotal moment,

this  article  will  provide  the  essential
answers  in  a  clear,  engaging,  and
informative manner. Let us step back
to the middle of the 19th century and
piece together the puzzle of the war's
beginning.

Understanding "The
Civil War Begins
Answer Key": A
Deeper Framework

Before we delve into specific events, it
is  important  to  define  what  we  mean
by an "answer key"  in  this  historical
context. A true answer key for the start
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of  the  Civil  War  does  more  than
provide  correct  responses  to  simple
questions.  It  offers  a  framework  for
understanding  a  complex  web  of
interconnected  factors.  The  key
answers  revolve  around several  core
themes:  the  long-simmering  debate
over  slavery,  the  clash  of  economic
systems between the industrial  North
a n d  t h e  a g r a r i a n  S o u t h ,  t h e
contentious  issue  of  states'  rights
versus  federal  authority,  and  the
specific  political  events  that  turned
tension  into  open  conflict.

Why This Topic Requires a

Comprehensive Answer Key

The beginning of the Civil War is often
oversimplified.  Many  might  say  it
started simply  because of  slavery  or
because  of  Fort  Sumter.  While  both
statements hold truth, the full picture
requires  a  more  nuanced  answer.  A
comprehensive  answer  key  helps  us
connect the dots between the Election
of  1860,  the  Secession Crisis,  the
formation of the Confederate States
of  America,  and  the  final  standoff  at
Fort  Sumter,  South  Carolina.  By
using  this  framework,  we  can  move
from  a  superficial  understanding  to  a
deep,  analytical  one.



What Was the
Primary Cause of the
Civil War?

The single most important factor that
led to the Civil War was the institution
of  slavery.  This  is  the  foundational
answer  in  any  comprehensive  guide.
While  other  issues  like  tariffs,  states'
rights,  and  economic  policies  were
undoubtedly  important,  they  were
almost  always  directly  tied  to  the
debate  over  the  expansion  and
perpetuation  of  slavery.

The  Southern  economy  was  heavily
dependent  on  large-scale  agriculture,

particularly cotton, which relied on the
labor  of  enslaved  African  Americans.
The  North,  by  contrast,  was  rapidly
industrializing  and  moving  toward  a
free-labor economy. Over the decades
preceding  the  war,  a  ser ies  of
compromises—such  as  the  Missouri
Compromise  of  1820  and  the
Compromise of 1850—were created
to maintain a fragile balance between
free and slave states. However, these
compromises  only  delayed  the
inevitable  conflict.  By  the  1850s,  the
question of whether slavery would be
allowed  in  new  western  territories
became the  central  political  issue  of
the era. The Dred Scott decision of
1857  and  the  violent  conflict  in
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"Bleeding  Kansas"  further  inflamed
sectional tensions, making compromise
increasingly impossible.

Which Event is
Widely Considered
the Official Start of
the Civil War?

I f  we  are  looking  for  the  single,
undeniable  event  that  marks  the
beginning of the war, the answer is the
Confederate attack on Fort Sumter
on April  12, 1861.  This is  a critical
entry in any answer key. However, this
attack  was  the  result  of  months  of

escalating political crises following the
election of President Abraham Lincoln.

Fort Sumter, located in the harbor of
Charleston, South Carolina, was one of
the last federal forts still under Union
control in the seceded South. For the
n e w l y  f o r m e d  C o n f e d e r a t e
government, the continued presence of
a U.S. Army garrison in their territory
was an unacceptable symbol of federal
authority.  When  President  Lincoln
announced he would resupply the fort
w i t h  p r o v i s i o n s  ( b u t  n o t
reinforcements),  Confederate  leaders
viewed it as an act of coercion. General
P.G.T.  Beauregard,  commanding
Confederate forces in Charleston, was



ordered  to  demand  the  fo r t ' s
evacuation.  When  Major  Robert
Anderson,  the  Union  commander,
refused, Confederate batteries opened
fire on the fort on the morning of April
12.

Who Were the Key
Figures When the
Civil War Began?

A solid answer key must identify the
personalities  whose  decisions  shaped
the  beginning  of  the  conflict.  Their
actions, beliefs, and miscalculations all
contributed to the final outcome.

President Abraham Lincoln

Lincoln's  election  was  the  immediate
trigger for secession. A member of the
newly formed anti-slavery Republican
Party,  Lincoln  was  viewed with  deep
suspicion and outright hostility by the
Southern states. While Lincoln sought
to  preserve  the  Union  and  initially
insisted  he  would  not  interfere  with
slavery  where  it  already  existed,  his
refusal  to  allow  the  expansion  of
slavery into new territories was seen
by the South as a direct threat to their
way  of  life.  His  decision  to  resupply
Fort Sumter was a masterful  political
move that placed the responsibility for
starting  the  war  squarely  on  the
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Confederacy.

President Jefferson Davis

As  the  President  of  the  Confederate
States of  America,  Jefferson Davis  was
a former U.S. Senator and Secretary of
War. He believed strongly in the right
of  secession  and sought  to  create  a
stable,  independent  Southern  nation.
Whi le  he  preferred  a  peacefu l
separation,  he  was  prepared  to  use
military  force  to  defend  Confederate
sovereignty. He authorized the attack
on  Fort  Sumter,  setting  the  conflict  in
motion.

Major Robert Anderson

Anderson was the Union commander of
Fort  Sumter.  A  former  slave  owner
from Kentucky who was loyal  to  the
Union ,  he  found  h imse l f  in  an
impossible  position.  His  restraint  and
his requests for clear instructions from
Washington helped shape the timeline.
He is often remembered for his stoic
defense  and  his  eventual  surrender
after the 34-hour bombardment.

General P.G.T. Beauregard

Beauregard  was  the  Confederate
officer  who  commanded  the  forces  in
Charleston. He was a brilliant military



engineer and a hero in the South. He
was  tasked  with  executing  the
bombardment of Fort Sumter, and his
actions made him a renowned figure in
the Confederacy.

What Role Did the
Election of 1860 Play
in the Civil War
Beginning?

The  1860  Presidential  Election  is
the political earthquake that made the
war  almost  inevitable.  This  event
serves  as  a  major  chapter  in  any
detailed answer key.  The Democratic

Party split into Northern and Southern
factions,  each  nominating  their  own
candidates.  The  Constitutional  Union
Party  also  fielded  a  candidate.  This
division allowed Republican candidate
Abraham Lincoln to win the presidency
with  only  about  40% of  the  popular
vote, but with a clear majority in the
Electoral  College.  Crucially,  Lincoln's
name  did  not  even  appear  on  the
ballot in most Southern states.

For many Southerners, Lincoln's victory
was the final straw. They believed that
his administration would be hostile to
their  interests,  would  block  the
expansion  of  slavery,  and  would
eventually seek to abolish it  entirely.
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Within  weeks  of  Lincoln's  election,
Southern  states  began  to  ca l l
secession conventions. South Carolina
was  the  first  to  act,  voting  to  secede
from  the  Union  on  December  20,
1860.

Which States
Seceded First and
Why?

The secession of the first seven states
is a direct answer to the question of
how the war began. These states were
all  located in the Deep South, where
the  plantation  economy  and  the
institution of slavery were most deeply

entrenched.

South Carolina (December 20,
1860)
Mississippi (January 9, 1861)
Florida (January 10, 1861)
Alabama (January 11, 1861)
Georgia (January 19, 1861)
Louisiana (January 26, 1861)
Texas (February 1, 1861)

These  states  seceded  because  they
believed  the  election  of  Lincoln
represented  a  fundamental  threat  to
their  constitutional  rights  and  their
social and economic order, which was
built on slavery. They argued that the
United  States  was  a  compact  of
sovereign  states,  and  that  any  state



had the right to leave the Union if it
felt  the  federal  government  had
violated  the  compact.

How Did the
Confederate States
of America Form?

Following  the  secession  of  the  first
seven  states,  representatives  from
these  states  met  in  Montgomery,
Alabama,  in  February  1861.  They
drafted  a  provisional  constitution  for
the Confederate States of America.
This document was very similar to the
U.S. Constitution, but with several key
differences.  It  explicitly  protected  the

institution of slavery, it emphasized the
sovereignty of individual states, and it
prohibited protective tariffs.

On  February  18,  1861,  Jefferson  Davis
was  inaugurated  as  the  provisional
President  of  the  Confederacy.  The
formation of a rival nation on American
soil was an act of direct defiance to the
United  States  government.  President
Lincoln,  in  his  inaugural  address  on
March 4, 1861, stated that he had no
intention  of  interfering  with  slavery
where it existed, but he also declared
that the Union was perpetual and that
secession was illegal. He made it clear
that  he  would  hold  federal  property,
including forts in the South.
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What Exactly
Happened at Fort
Sumter?

This is the climactic event of the war's
beginning, and the most detailed part
of any answer key. Fort Sumter was a
relatively  new,  unfinished  fortification
bui l t  on  a  man-made  is land  in
Charleston  Harbor.  After  South
Carolina  seceded,  the  small  Union
garrison under Major Robert Anderson
moved from the more vulnerable Fort
Moultrie to the stronger Fort Sumter in
a secret night operation on December
26, 1860. President James Buchanan,
Lincoln's  predecessor,  attempted  to

resupply the fort in January 1861, but a
civilian  supply  ship,  the  Star  of  the
West,  was  fired  upon  by  Confederate
forces  and  turned  away.

By the time Lincoln took office in March
1861, Anderson's garrison was running
low on food and supplies. Lincoln faced
a  difficult  decision.  He  could  abandon
the  fort,  which  would  be  seen  as  a
surrender  of  federal  authority.  He
could  send  a  military  expedition  to
reinforce it, which would likely provoke
a Confederate attack. Or he could send
a relief expedition with only provisions,
letting  the  Confederates  decide
whether  to  fire on a peaceful  resupply
mission.



Lincoln chose the third option. On April 6, 1861, he notified the


