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Staar Revising And Editing Practice High
School

Introduction: Mastering STAAR Revising and Editing for
High School Success

The State of  Texas Assessments of  Academic Readiness,  or  STAAR, is  a critical
milestone for high school students across Texas. Among the various components,
the writing section—particularly  the revising and editing portion—often presents
unique challenges. For many students,  understanding how to effectively revise and
edit their own work under timed conditions can be the difference between a passing
score and a disappointing result. That is why focused STAAR revising and editing
practice for high school students is not just helpful; it is essential.



Revising and editing are two distinct skills, yet they are often lumped together in test
preparation. Revising deals with the big picture: clarity, organization, word choice,
and  overall  effectiveness  of  the  passage.  Editing,  on  the  other  hand,  focuses  on
grammar,  punctuation,  spelling,  and sentence structure.  The STAAR high school
writing test demands proficiency in both. Without deliberate practice, many students
struggle to identify errors or improve the quality of a text. This article provides a
comprehensive guide to mastering STAAR revising and editing, including practical
strategies, sample exercises, and proven tips to boost performance.

Understanding the STAAR High School Writing Test
Structure

To succeed in STAAR revising and editing, students must first understand what the
test expects. For high school, the STAAR English I and English II exams include a
revising and editing component that presents students with a passage (often an
expository or persuasive text) followed by multiple-choice questions. Students must
select the best correction or improvement from the given options. The questions are
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designed to assess both lower-level editing skills (like subject-verb agreement) and
higher-level revising skills (like adding a topic sentence or improving transitions).

Because  the  test  is  timed,  efficient  and  accurate  practice  is  key.  STAAR revising
and editing  practice  for  high  school  should  mimic  the  actual  test  format,
exposing students to the types of passages and question styles they will encounter.
Many online resources and workbooks provide these simulated tests, but the real
value lies in understanding the reasoning behind each correct answer.

The Core Skills Assessed in Revising

Revising questions on the STAAR test often require students to think like writers.
They might ask which sentence best introduces the passage, where a detail should
be added, or how to rephrase a confusing sentence. Common revising tasks include:

Adding a topic sentence or concluding statement
Rearranging sentences for better logical flow
Replacing vague words with precise vocabulary
Combining short, choppy sentences for smoother reading



Strengthening arguments or explanations with additional details

These tasks go beyond simple grammar checks. They require critical thinking and a
good grasp of the writing process. That is why regular STAAR revising and editing
practice for high school should emphasize holistic writing improvement, not just
error hunting.

The Core Skills Assessed in Editing

Editing questions focus on the mechanics of writing. Students must identify and
correct errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, spelling, and usage. Typical
editing items include:

Subject-verb agreement (e.g., "The team are winning" vs. "The team is
winning")
Verb tense consistency
Pronoun-antecedent agreement
Comma splices and run-on sentences
Correct use of apostrophes, semicolons, and colons
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Homophone errors (their/there/they're)

While editing can be more straightforward than revising,  it  still  requires careful
reading.  Many  students  rush  through  editing  questions  and  miss  subtle  errors.
Consistent STAAR revising and editing practice for high school trains the eye
to spot these mistakes quickly and accurately.

Why Revising and Editing Practice Matters for High School
Students

The STAAR test is not just a measure of knowledge; it is also a predictor of college
and career readiness. Strong revising and editing skills benefit students far beyond
the exam. In college,  students must write essays,  reports,  and research papers
where  clarity  and  correctness  are  paramount.  In  the  workplace,  effective  written
communication  can  influence  hiring  decisions  and  career  advancement.  Therefore,
investing time in STAAR revising and editing practice for high school is an
investment in long-term academic and professional success.



Moreover,  the  skills  developed  through  these  exercises  build  confidence.  Many
students feel anxious about the writing portion of the STAAR because they believe
they  are  not  "good  writers."  However,  revising  and  editing  are  learnable
competencies. With structured practice, students can see tangible improvement in
their scores. This positive feedback loop motivates further study and reduces test-
day anxiety.

Effective Strategies for STAAR Revising and Editing
Practice

1. Practice with Authentic Materials

The best STAAR revising and editing practice for high school uses passages
that closely resemble the actual test. Many state-released tests are available for free
online, including sample items from past years. Students should work through these
under  timed  conditions  to  simulate  the  exam environment.  After  completing  a
practice test, they should review each incorrect answer and understand why the
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correct  choice  is  better.  This  metacognitive  analysis  is  crucial  for  long-term
retention.

2. Separate Revising from Editing

When practicing, it helps to approach revising and editing as two distinct phases.
First,  read the  passage for  meaning.  Ask  yourself:  Does  it  flow logically?  Are  there
unnecessary repetitions? Could a better topic sentence improve the paragraph? After
making changes for content and organization, then shift to editing mode. Look for
grammatical  errors,  punctuation  issues,  and  spelling  mistakes.  This  two-step
approach mirrors the professional writing process and prevents students from mixing
up skills during the test.

3. Develop a Proofreading Checklist

Creating a personal checklist  can streamline practice. For revising, the checklist
might include items like: "Is the main idea clear?" "Are there transitions between
paragraphs?" For editing, common items include: "Check verb tense consistency,"



"Look for  subject-verb agreement,"  "Ensure pronouns match their  antecedents."
Over time, students internalize these checks and perform them automatically. A
physical  or  mental  checklist  supports  thorough  STAAR revising  and  editing
practice for high school and builds systematic thinking.

4. Use Collaborative Learning

Studying  with  peers  can  be  highly  effective  for  revising  and  editing.  In  a  group,
students  can  exchange  passages  and  provide  feedback.  This  exposes  them to
different writing styles and common errors. Additionally, explaining why an answer is
correct solidifies understanding. Teachers can also incorporate peer review sessions
into classroom practice. Collaborative STAAR revising and editing practice for
high school fosters a deeper appreciation for the nuances of language.

5. Focus on High-Frequency Errors

Not all grammatical or stylistic errors appear equally on the STAAR. Data from past
tests reveals that certain errors are more common: comma splices, vague pronoun
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references,  and  improper  use  of  commas  around  dependent  clauses.  By
concentrating practice on these high-frequency areas, students can maximize their
score  gains.  Targeted  drills  that  repeatedly  test  these  concepts  are  especially
valuable.  Many online platforms offer adaptive practice that focuses on a student's
weak spots.

Sample STAAR Revising and Editing Practice Exercises

To illustrate how STAAR revising and editing practice for high school works in
practice, consider the following example passage and questions. Note: These are
simplified for clarity but follow the test's logic.

Revising Question Example

Passage excerpt: "Walking to school each morning, the birds chirp loudly. It is a
pleasant sound. Many students enjoy the fresh air before class begins."

Question: Which sentence would best improve the passage?



A) Add a sentence about the weather.
B) Rewrite the first sentence to clarify who is walking.
C) Delete the second sentence.
D) No change is needed.

Answer: B - "Walking to school each morning, the birds chirp loudly" is a dangling
modifier.  The  sentence  implies  the  birds  are  walking  to  school.  A  correct  revision
might be: "Each morning as I walk to school, the birds chirp loudly." This type of
revising question tests clarity and sentence structure, a staple of STAAR revising
and editing practice for high school.

Editing Question Example

Passage  excerpt:  "The  students  was  excited  about  the  field  trip.  They  had  been
planning it for weeks. Their teacher, Mrs. Garcia, said it would be educational and
fun."

Question: How should the first sentence be corrected?
A) Change "was" to "were"
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B) Change "students" to "student"
C) Change "excited" to "exciting"
D) No change needed.

Answer: A - "Students" is plural, so the verb should be "were." This is a classic
subject-verb agreement error. Frequent practice with such items builds speed and
accuracy.

Resources for High School STAAR Revising and Editing
Practice

Fortunately, numerous resources exist to support students. The Texas Education
Agency  (TEA)  website  provides  released  test  questions  and  answer  keys.
Additionally,  many  school  districts  offer  online  portals  with  interactive  practice.
Books like "STAAR Revising and Editing: High School Edition" provide targeted drills.
For digital  learning,  platforms like Khan Academy (though not STAAR-specific)  offer
grammar and writing exercises that align with many editing skills. However, the



most  effective STAAR revising and editing practice for high school  combines
multiple resources and includes regular feedback from teachers or tutors.

Engaging with writing communities,  such as blog posts that deconstruct sample
passages,  can  also  be  beneficial.  Reading  everyday  articles  and  mentally  editing
them trains the brain to think critically about language. Even fifteen minutes of daily
practice can yield significant improvement over several weeks.

Common Pitfalls to Avoid

Over-Editing

Some students try to change too much. They might choose to rewrite a sentence
that is actually correct, wasting time and losing points. The STAAR test expects only
necessary  corrections.  When  practicing,  students  should  ask:  "Is  this  change
essential for clarity or correctness?" If not, it is likely unnecessary.
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Ignoring Context

Revising requires understanding the entire passage. A change that improves one
sentence might harm the overall flow. Always read the surrounding sentences before
choosing  a  revision.  This  is  especially  important  for  questions  about  adding  or
deleting sentences.

Memorizing Rules Without Practice

Knowing grammar rules is not enough. Students must apply that knowledge quickly
while reading. Rote memorization without application leads to errors under time
pressure.  Consistent  STAAR revising and editing practice  for  high school
bridges the gap between theory and application.

Conclusion: Building Confidence Through Consistent



Practice

Mastering STAAR revising and editing is a journey that requires dedication, strategy,
and the right resources. By understanding the test structure, distinguishing between
revising and editing, and engaging in regular focused practice, high school students
can  dramatically  improve  their  scores.  The  benefits  extend  far  beyond  exam  day:
stronger  writing  skills  open  doors  to  academic  success  and  professional
opportunities.

Remember  that  every  error  identified  during  practice  is  a  learning  opportunity.
Embrace the process, use the strategies outlined above, and commit to daily STAAR
revising  and  editing  practice  for  high  school.  With  time  and  effort,  the  skills
become second nature, and the test becomes less daunting. Start today, and watch
your confidence—and your scores—soar.


