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I Surrender All
Chords Guitar

Introduction
to "I
Surrender
All" and Its
Guitar
Chords

"I Surrender All" is a
classic Christian hymn
written by Judson W.
Van DeVenter in 1896,
with music composed by
Winfield S. Weeden. Its
heartfel t  lyr ics  and
simple yet profound
melody have made it a
staple in churches, praise
gatherings, and personal

worship sessions for over
a century. For guitarists,
learning the I Surrender
Al l  chords  gu i tar
a r r a n g e m e n t  i s  a n
excellent way to deepen
your musical repertoire
and connect with the
song’s spiritual message.

W h e t h e r  y o u ’ r e  a
beginner strumming your
first open chords or an
experienced player
looking for fingerstyle
variations, this article
will guide you through
everything you need to
know. We’ll cover the
essential chord shapes,
strumming patterns, capo



placements, and even
some advanced voicings
to make the song your
own. By the end, you’ll
b e  a b l e  t o  p l a y  " I
S u r r e n d e r  A l l "
confidently and naturally
on your guitar.

Why "I
Surrender
All" Is
Perfect for
Guitarists

The beauty of this hymn
lies  in  i ts  harmonic
simplicity. The original
melody centers around a
handful of major and
minor chords, making it
accessible to players at
any level. Moreover, the
s o n g ’ s  s l o w ,
contemplative tempo
allows you to focus on
clean chord transitions

and expressive dynamics.
Many guitar teachers
recommend I Surrender
All chords guitar as a
first hymn to learn
because it reinforces
basic chord shapes (G, C,
D, Em, Am) while also
offering opportunities to
experiment with alternate
tunings and fingerpicking
patterns.

From a worship leader’s
perspective, the song
adapts well to both solo
acoustic renditions and
full-band arrangements.
The chord progression is
p r e d i c t a b l e  y e t
emotionally resonant,
giving the guitarist room
t o  a d d  s u b t l e
embellishments without
l o s i n g  t h e  h y m n ’ s
reverent feel .
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Basic Chords
for "I
Surrender
All" (Key of

G)

The most common key
f o r  t h i s  h y m n  i s  G
m a j o r ,  w h i c h  s i t s
comfortably  on the
guitar. Below are the
open chord shapes you’ll
need. If you’re new to
playing hymns, practice
each chord until your
fingers can move
smoothly between them.

G major (G):
320003
C major (C):
x32010
D major (D):
xx0232
E minor (Em):
022000
A minor (Am):

x02210
B minor (Bm) –
optional: x24432
(barre) or xx4432
(partial)

T h e  m a i n  c h o r d
progress ion for  the
verses and chorus is:

Verse: G – C – G – D –
Em – C – G – D

Chorus: G – D – Em –
C – G – D – G

This straightforward
s e q u e n c e  r e p e a t s
throughout the song,
m a k i n g  i t  e a s y  t o
memorize. When you
search for I Surrender
Al l  chords  gu i tar
online, this is the version
you’ll encounter most
often.

Typical Strumming



Pattern for
Beginners

For a gentle, worshipful
fee l ,  use  a  s low 4/4
strumming pat tern:
down, down-up, down-
u p ,  d o w n .  C o u n t
1-2-3-4, and accent the
first beat slightly. You
c a n  a l s o  t r y  a l l
downstrokes  i f  you
prefer a more deliberate
sound. Focus on keeping
your rhythm steady; the
chord changes are the
priority.

Alternate
Key: "I
Surrender
All" in the
Key of C

If you find the open G
chord  cha l l eng ing
( e s p e c i a l l y  f o r

fingerpicking),
transposing to the key of
C is a great alternative.
The I Surrender All
chords guitar in C use
simpler shapes:

C major (C):
x32010
F major (F):
133211 (barre) or
xx3211 (easier)
G major (G):
320003
A minor (Am):
x02210
E minor (Em):
022000
D minor (Dm):
xx0231

Progressions in C:

Verse: C – F – C – G –
Am – F – C – G

Chorus: C – G – Am – F
– C – G – C

Using a capo on the 5th
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fret with G shapes will
give you the key of C as
well—useful if you want
to avoid barre chords
entirely.

Understandi
ng the Chord
Flow and
Dynamics

The emotional weight of
"I Surrender All" comes
from the movement
between the tonic (G or
C), the subdominant (C
or F), and the dominant
(D or G). The minor
chords (Em, Am, Bm)
a d d  t e n d e r n e s s ,
especially on the words
“ A l l  t o  J e s u s ,  I
s u r r e n d e r . ”  W h e n
playing the I Surrender
Al l  chords  gu i tar
a r r a n g e m e n t ,  p a y
attention to the climax on
the chorus: the shift from

the IV chord (C) to the V
c h o r d  ( D )  b e f o r e
resolving back to G
creates a sense of release.

M a n y  g u i t a r i s t s
instinctively play this
song with a fingerpicking
pattern. Try a simple
Travis-picking style:
thumb on the bass note
(root of the chord), then
index and middle fingers
on the higher strings.
This works beautifully
for the verse, while the
chorus can switch to
strumming for dynamic
contrast.

Adding Color
with Seventh
Chords and
Suspensions

To modernize the hymn
without losing its original
charac te r ,  you  can



substitute or embellish
certain chords. Jazz-
influenced worship
guitarists often use these
variations:

G major 7
(Gmaj7): 320002
– replaces G for a
softer, dreamy
sound.
D sus4 (Dsus4):
xx0233 – add
tension before
resolving to D.
C add9 (Cadd9):
x32033 – adds a
rich, open texture.
Em7: 022030 –
gentle alternative
to Em.

Try using Gmaj7 on the
first chord of the verse,
then slide into a regular
G before moving to C.
This small change can
make your I Surrender
Al l  chords  gu i tar
version stand out in a

worship set.

Sample
Embellished
Progression (Key of
G)

Verse: Gmaj7 – Cadd9 –
G – Dsus4 – D – Em7 –
Cadd9 – G – D

Experiment with these
voicings, but always
return to the pure triads
on the final chord of each
phrase to maintain the
hymn’s integrity.

Using a Capo
to Find Your
Ideal Key

A capo is a guitarist’s
best friend for adjusting
the song to fit a singer’s
vocal range. Here are
c o m m o n  c a p o
p l a c e m e n t s  f o r  I
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Surrender All chords
guitar:

Capo 2: Play
shapes in G →
actual key of A.
Capo 4: Play G
shapes → actual
key of B.
Capo 5: Play G
shapes → actual
key of C (great
for avoiding barre
F).
Capo 7: Play G
shapes → actual
key of D.

If you prefer playing in
the key of D without a
capo, the chords are: D,
G, A,  Bm, Em. That
version is also popular in
bluegrass circles.

Fingerstyle
Arrangement

for
Intermediate
Players

For those ready to move
beyond basic chords, a
fingerstyle arrangement
of "I Surrender All" adds
depth. Use the following
pattern for the verse (in
G):

Bass note on1.
string 6 or 5 (root)
Pluck strings 32.
and 2
simultaneously
Pluck string 13.
(high E)
Rest or repeat4.

On the chorus, you can
swi t ch  t o  a  ro l l i ng
arpeggio: thumb, index,
middle, ring (p-i-m-a)
across the strings. This is
especially effective on
the C and D chords.



Many online tutorials for
I Surrender All chords
guitar include tablature
for these patterns.

Common
Mistakes and
How to Avoid
Them

When learning  th is
hymn, guitarists often
fall into a few traps:

Rushing the
tempo: The song
is meant to be
slow and
reflective. Use a
metronome set to
70 BPM or
slower.
Muffled strings:
Check your finger
placement—each
note must ring
clear, especially
on the G and D

chords.
Overplaying:
Resist the urge to
add too many
embellishments.
The power of the
hymn is in its
simplicity.
Ignoring the
lyrics: Even if
you’re playing
instrumentally,
understand the
phrasing.
Accentuate the
syllables of words
like “sur-ren-der”
with slight
dynamic changes.

Chord Chart
for Quick
Reference

Below is a clean chord
chart for "I Surrender
All" in the key of G. The
numbers indicate the fret
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posit ion (x = muted
string).

Verse:
G  ( 3 2 0 0 0 3 )  –  C
(x32010) – G (320003) –
D (xx0232)
E m  ( 0 2 2 0 0 0 )  –  C
(x32010) – G (320003) –
D (xx0232)

Chorus:
G  ( 3 2 0 0 0 3 )  –  D
(xx0232) – Em (022000)
– C (x32010)
G  ( 3 2 0 0 0 3 )  –  D
(xx0232) – G (320003)

For the key of C, simply
replace each chord with
its counterpart: G→C,
C→F, D→G, Em→Am,
Am→Dm. Practice both
keys; they will strengthen
your chord vocabulary.

Integrating

"I Surrender
All" into a
Worship Set

If you’re leading worship,
consider pairing this
hymn with other songs in
the same key, such as
"Amazing Grace (My
Chains Are Gone)" or
"How Deep the Father’s
Love for  Us."  The I
Surrender All chords
guitar  arrangement
works as a segue into a
more uptempo praise
song—simply let the final
chord ring and transition
with a sustained note.

Many guitarists also use a
capo to match the key of
other worship songs in
the set. For example, if
the band plays in A, capo
2 on G shapes keeps
everything consistent.



Historical
Context and
Emotional
Resonance

Understanding the story
behind the hymn can
inspire your playing.
Judson Van DeVenter
wrote "I Surrender All"
after struggling with a
call to full-time ministry.
The lyrics reflect a
decisive moment of
yielding.  When you
s t r u m  t h e  c h o r d s ,
imagine that surrender.
Let the gentle rise and
fall of the progression
mirror the spiri tual
journey from doubt to
trust.

This emotional depth is
why so many guitarists
r e t u r n  t o  t h e  I
Surrender All chords
guitar arrangement time

and again. It’s not just a
song; it’s a prayer set to
music.

Conclusion:
Make the
Song Your
Own

Now you have everything
you  need  to  p lay  " I
S u r r e n d e r  A l l "  o n
guitar—basic chords,
advanced variations,
capo tips, and stylistic
ideas .  Whether  you
strum it simply for a
small group or craft a
complex fingerstyle
rendi t ion for  a  l ive
performance, the key is
to play with sincerity.
Start with the core I
Surrender All chords
guitar progression in G,
t h e n  g r a d u a l l y
experiment with the
alternatives mentioned
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here.

Remember, the most
beautiful renditions come
from a place of focus

and humility. Let the
chords resonate, let your
fingers find the groove,
and above all, let the
song’s message


