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The Of The Law By Aleister Crowley

The Book of the Law by Aleister Crowley: A
Comprehensive Guide to the Sacred Text of
Thelema

Few works in the history of Western esotericism have generated as much intrigue, controversy,
and devotion as The Book of the Law, formally titled Liber AL vel Legis, received by Aleister
Crowley in 1904. This short but dense text serves as the foundational scripture of Thelema, a
spiritual and philosophical system that has influenced occultism, modern paganism, and
countercultural movements for over a century. Understanding The Book of the Law requires
not only familiarity with its contents but also an appreciation for the extraordinary
circumstances of its transmission and the radical ideas it contains.



At its core, The Book of the Law proclaims a new era for humanity, one governed by the
central axiom: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law." This phrase, often
misunderstood as a license for selfishness, actually represents a profound call to discover and
align with one's true purpose in life. The text itself is divided into three chapters, each dictated
by a different spiritual entity through Crowley, who served as the scribe for what he believed
was a genuine revelation.

The Historical Context and Reception of The Book of the Law

The story of The Book of the Law begins in Cairo, Egypt, during the spring of 1904. Aleister
Crowley, then a relatively young but already accomplished occultist, had married his first wife,
Rose Edith Kelly, the previous year. Seeking to deepen his magical practice, Crowley
performed a series of rituals designed to invoke the god Horus. During one such ritual, Rose
entered a trance state and began delivering messages, eventually leading Crowley to a specific
date and time when he would receive a communication from a higher intelligence.

On April 8, 9, and 10 of 1904, between the hours of noon and 1 p.m., Crowley sat at his desk
in the Boulaq Museum apartment and wrote down what he heard. The first chapter came from
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the goddess Nuit, the second from the god Hadit, and the third from Ra-Hoor-Khuit, a form of
Horus. The resulting manuscript, known as The Book of the Law, was completed in three
consecutive days, and Crowley maintained that he had no conscious control over the words that
appeared on the page.

Initially, Crowley was puzzled by the text and even attempted to reject it. He set the
manuscript aside for several years before returning to it and eventually embracing its teachings.
The reception of The Book of the Law among other occultists of the time was mixed. The
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn, to which Crowley had belonged, rejected the text and
excommunicated him. Over time, however, Crowley's persistence and the power of the ideas
contained in the book attracted a dedicated following.

The Structure and Content of The Book of the Law

The Book of the Law consists of three chapters, each attributed to a different deity and each
conveying distinct but interrelated teachings. The language is poetic, cryptic, and often
deliberately ambiguous, inviting multiple layers of interpretation. Crowley himself produced
extensive commentaries on the text, including his New Comment and The Law is for All, which



seek to elucidate its meaning while preserving its essential mystery.

Chapter One: The Book of Nuit

The first chapter of The Book of the Law is delivered by Nuit, the Egyptian goddess of the
night sky, represented as a vast, starry expanse. She speaks of infinite possibility and boundless
love, proclaiming that her law is "love under will." Nuit represents the potential of the universe,
the unmanifested source from which all things emerge. Her chapter emphasizes the unity of all
existence and the joy that comes from realizing that separation is an illusion.

Key verses from this chapter include the famous declaration: "Every man and every woman is a
star." This metaphor suggests that each individual is a unique, self-contained being with a
distinct orbit and purpose. Yet, just as stars exist in relationship to one another within the
cosmos, so too do humans interact in ways that can be either harmonious or discordant. Nuit's
chapter also introduces the concept of the "Great Work," the spiritual endeavor to unite the
individual consciousness with the divine source.
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Chapter Two: The Book of Hadit

The second chapter of The Book of the Law is spoken by Hadit, the Egyptian god of the
winged disk, representing the point of view, the nucleus, and the essence of individual being.
Where Nuit is infinite space, Hadit is the infinitely small point of consciousness that
experiences that space. His message is one of self-assertion, passion, and the affirmation of
individual will. Hadit declares that he is "the flame that burns in every heart of man, and in the
core of every star."

This chapter contains some of the most challenging and controversial verses in The Book of
the Law. Hadit speaks of war, strength, and the ruthless pursuit of one's true nature. Critics
have interpreted these passages as endorsing violence or cruelty, while followers of Thelema
argue that they describe the internal struggle necessary to overcome fear, convention, and self-
deception. The chapter also contains the famous verse: "I am alone: there is no God where I
am." This statement underscores the Thelemic emphasis on individual sovereignty and the
rejection of external authority in spiritual matters.



Chapter Three: The Book of Ra-Hoor-Khuit

The third chapter of The Book of the Law is attributed to Ra-Hoor-Khuit, the crowned and
conquering child, representing the synthesis of Nuit and Hadit. This chapter introduces a new
age for humanity, the Aeon of Horus, which Crowley believed began in 1904 with the
reception of the book. Ra-Hoor-Khuit speaks with authority and command, laying down the
law for a new era of individual freedom and responsibility.

This chapter contains the central axiom of Thelema: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of
the Law." It also contains its corollary: "Love is the law, love under will." The third chapter is
characterized by its directness and power, calling for the establishment of a new order based on
the principles of the book. It speaks of the founding of a new city, a new people, and a new
understanding of divinity. The chapter concludes with a series of specific instructions for the
preservation and dissemination of The Book of the Law.

Major Concepts and Teachings of The Book of the Law

The Book of the Law introduces several concepts that have become central to Thelemic
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thought and practice. Understanding these ideas is essential for anyone seeking to grasp the
significance of the text.

True Will: The concept of True Will is perhaps the most important teaching in The
Book of the Law. It refers to the unique purpose or destiny of each individual, the path
that one is meant to follow in life. Discovering and fulfilling one's True Will is the goal
of Thelemic practice. This is not about doing whatever one pleases in the moment, but
rather about aligning with a deeper, more authentic calling.
The Law of Thelema: "Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law" is the central
statement of The Book of the Law. It is both a declaration of freedom and a call to
responsibility. Thelema rejects external moral codes imposed by society, religion, or
tradition, insisting instead that each individual must discover and follow their own inner
law.
Love under Will: This phrase qualifies the law of Thelema by explaining the proper
role of love. Love is not separate from will but is an expression of it. "Love under will"
describes the union of two or more individuals in a way that supports and enhances the
True Will of each, rather than conflicting with or diminishing it.
The Aeon of Horus: The Book of the Law proclaims the dawn of a new aeon,



succeeding the Aeon of Osiris (the age of dying and rising gods) and the earlier Aeon of
Isis (the age of the mother goddess). The Aeon of Horus is the age of the child,
characterized by growth, exploration, and the full realization of individual potential.

The Influence and Legacy of The Book of the Law

Since its reception in 1904, The Book of the Law has had a profound impact on Western
esotericism and beyond. It is the central scripture of the religion of Thelema, which Crowley
developed and propagated through organizations such as the A∴A∴ and the Ordo Templi
Orientis (O.T.O.). These groups continue to exist today, with members around the world who
study and practice the teachings of the book.

The influence of The Book of the Law extends well beyond formal Thelemic organizations.
Its language and ideas have permeated popular culture, appearing in music, literature, film, and
art. The phrase "Do what thou wilt" has been adopted and adapted by various movements, from
libertarianism to modern witchcraft. The book's emphasis on individual sovereignty and the
rejection of external authority resonates with contemporary concerns about personal freedom
and authenticity.
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Of course, The Book of the Law has also attracted its share of criticism and controversy.
Detractors have pointed to passages that appear to endorse violence, elitism, or the subjugation
of women. Defenders of the text argue that such interpretations are literalist and miss the
symbolic and context-dependent nature of the writing. The debate continues, reflecting the
enduring power of the book to provoke strong reactions.

Practical Approaches to Studying The Book of the Law

For those interested in exploring The Book of the Law firsthand, a few practical suggestions
may be helpful. First, approach the text with an open mind and a willingness to sit with its
ambiguity. The book is not meant to be understood all at once or in a purely intellectual
manner. Many Thelemites recommend reading it multiple times, allowing different passages to
resonate at different stages of one's spiritual development.

Read the text itself before turning to commentaries. Give yourself the opportunity to1.
form your own impressions and interpretations.
Study Crowley's commentaries after you have read the text. His New Comment and2.
The Law is for All provide valuable insights into the meanings of specific verses.



Explore secondary sources from different authors. Not all interpretations of The Book3.
of the Law are the same, and exposure to multiple perspectives can deepen your
understanding.
Engage with a community of like-minded seekers. Whether online or in person,4.
discussing the book with others can illuminate aspects you may have missed.
Practice the principles of Thelema in daily life. The true test of The Book of the Law5.
is not intellectual assent but practical application on the path of discovering and
fulfilling your own True Will.

Conclusion

The Book of the Law by Aleister Crowley remains one of the most provocative and
influential spiritual texts of the modern era. Whether approached as a genuine revelation, a
work of profound philosophical insight, or a literary artifact of early twentieth-century
occultism, its impact is undeniable. The book challenges readers to question inherited
assumptions about morality, divinity, and the purpose of human existence. It calls for a radical
affirmation of individual sovereignty and a courageous pursuit of one's deepest purpose. For
those willing to engage with its complexities and contradictions, The Book of the Law offers a
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pathway to a more authentic and empowered life, one in which every star shines according to
its own nature and every will finds its true expression in the boundless love of the cosmos.


